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To Our Children:

“Woody” and “Boots” - A Wartime Romance TN T 4

In the fall of 1941, a small college campus in a small town in Idaho
seemed like a good place to be for a young man from the Midwest.
Woody had hitchhiked all the way from his home in Minnesota the
year before to attend school and train to be a pastor. ;

Across campus, a young lady from a small town in Oregon was :
wondering if she was in the right place. The student body of several Are you. 801ng ,}l ome
hundred students seemed huge compared to the tiny high school for Christmas:

Dorothy had attended. She would soon learn why she was there. : '

Since the first day he spotted her in the campus coffee shop — the Iillave,p}, ou written you llbe
“Bean” — Woody was smitten. Dorothy, on the other hand, saw him as there:

a popular ladies’ man on campus. Not to be discourageq, Wpody Going home to kiss the
turned on the charm with her every chance he could, with little result.
Then came December 7, 1941. Pearl Harbor changed everything. mother and to show her
Woody, along with dozens of other men in his class, enlisted. that you care?
When it came time to catch the bus that .
would take him to Naval Training, he invited GOlng home to greet the

father in a way to make
him glad?

Dorothy to see him and the other boys off at
the depot. A fairly sizable crowd had gathered
to wish them well. Cries of “God bless you,

boys!” and “Good luck!” filled the air as they If you're not I hope
boarded. . there'll never come a time
Woody looked out the bus window and saw V. ou'll wish you had.

Dorothy standing there in her warm coat and
cute winter boots and knew he had to act
fast. Opening the window, he hollered out to
her, “I need your address!” He knew she
would be headed home for Christmas and

Just sit down and write a
letter -- it will make their
heart strings hum.

wouldn’t be coming back to school after the With a tune of perfect
holiday. She quickly jotted down her home lad £ b M tell
address and handed it to him through the ' gladness --1 }:011 e
window just before the bus pulled away. them that you'll come.
(Continued on Page 2) - Edgar A. Guest
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Family Owned and Operated Since 1981
21342 Main St., Greenleaf, Idaho
(208) 454-0164

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

- NEW Memory (are Unit
. Residential Assisted Living
- Vacation Stays/Hourly Care

616 16TH AVENUE N. NAMPA, ID 83687
PHONE (208) 465-7275

€3
Park Place

ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

On Christmas Eve, Ned was
desperate to find a gift for his
wife. Always short of money, he
thought long and hard about
what that present might be.

Unable to decide, Ned went
to Target and in the cosmetics
section he asked the lady, “I'd
like to see some perfume.” She
showed him a bottle costing
$150.

“Too expensive,” muttered
Ned. The young lady returned
with a smaller bottle for $50.

“Oh, no,” he complained.
“Still far too much.”

Growing rather annoyed at
Ned's attitude, the sales girl
brought out a tiny $10 bottle
and offered it to him.

Ned became really agitated,
“What I mean,” he whined, “I'd
like to see something really
cheap.”

So the sales girl handed him
a mirror.

Woody and Boots—A Wartime Romance - Continued from Page 1

Weeks later, the first letter from Woody arrived from Basic
Training. “Dear Boots,...” it began. And so began a “courtship by
mail.” While there had been a few sparks while they were on
campus, something really special took place as those letters flew
back and forth over the next many months between Woody, the
handsome sailor, and Boots, the cute small-town coed.

While those love letters remain private, a letter from Woody to
his mother gives a hint about what happened:

16 June 1944 — “I sent Boots the ring set last Friday. I'd had it
for some time, but thought I might save it until [ came home. If the
Lord is willing, I’d like to send for her and have her come down
and we’d be married.”

And from Boots to Woody’s mother:

22 June 1944 - “I suppose you have heard by now from Elwood.
I received my engagement ring last week. It is the most gorgeous
thing! I just love it!!”

And so, while on short leave from his
naval station on San Clemente Island,
Woody met Boots in Bellflower,
California, where they were married on
30 September, 1944.

After serving in the South Pacific
until the end of the war, Woody and
Boots returned to the campus of
Northwest Nazarene College in Nampa,
where he would be elected Student
Body President. In November 1946,
their first son was born on the campus
in Samaritan Hospital. After
graduation, Woody and Boots moved to
Washington State where they pastored in several communities.
They soon added three more boys and a baby sister to the family.

Elwood “Woody” Smith passed away from brain cancer in 1973
at the age of 49. Dorothy “Boots” Wilde Smith, died at the age of 97
on November 15th, 2021 - her firstborn son’s 75th birthday.

I was their second son. - Terry Smith, Editor, Senior Goldmine

Hospice e Home Health ¢ House Calls
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care where you are

Phone (208) 465-7121
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Assisted Living & Memory Care at its best!

Boise (208) 853-1255 & Meridian (208) 288-2220
Middleton (208) 585-5959 ¢ Nampa (208) 463-4941

www.TheCottages.biz

Assisted Living & Memory Care
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RETIREMENT - ASSISTED LIVING - REHABILITATION

Sunnyridge
Rehabilitation

HealthCare & Retirement Center

208.467.7298 e 2609 Sunnybrook Drive ® Nampa, Idaho 83686

The first 5 tours for retirement apartment will receive a discount! Call Roxie

I was at lunch with an old
friend and pointed out two
elderly ladies across the room.
“That will be us in 20 years,”

I said.

She looked at me and replied,
“That’s a mirror.”

No gk

o0

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

15.

How “Middle-Aged” Are You?

(Score 1 point for each statement that fits)

You can’t sleep past 9:00 a.m.

You can’t start a movie or listen to a radio
program past 9:00 p.m.

You call your children or grandchildren for
tech support on your phone or computer.

You used to fix typos with Wite-Out.
You've called a 30-year-old a “kid.”
You swap ailment stories with your friends.

You’re on Facebook just to check on your
friends but never post yourself.

You write appointments on a paper
calendar.

You're not quite sure how you got that
bruise.

You gain weight just by being near food.

You go into the bank to make a deposit or
to get cash.

You know how to dial a rotary phone.
You still have a landline.

You can remember your childhood phone
number and it has letters or less than 8
digits.

You often can’t find your glasses, and lost
them at least once on top of your head.

No Parking

My wife and I went into town
to do some Christmas
shopping. When we came out,
there was a cop writing out a
parking ticket.

We went up to him and I
said, “Come on man, how about
giving a senior citizen a break?”

He just ignored us and
continued writing the ticket.

Then I called him a heartless
public servant.

He glared at me and started
writing another ticket for
having worn-out tires.

— _— :

So my wife told him his
mother would be ashamed of
him.

He finished the second ticket
and put it on the windshield
with the first. Then he started
writing more tickets.

This went on for about 20
minutes. The more we scolded
him, the more tickets he wrote.
He finally finished, sneered at
us and walked away.

Then our bus arrived, and we
got on it and went home.

The Best People Providing the Best Care, Wherever You Need Us

Phone: 208.985.2260
www.DoctorsHospiceofldaho.com  www.DoctorsHouseCallsofldaho.com

i

Doctor’s House Calls

of Idaho

Doctor’s Hospice
of Idaho

Phone: 208.957.5532

Caseboise Vov:

Office * Residential * Senior

Packing & unpacking * Free estimates
Onsite * Small & large downsizing moves

208-884-5191

www.caseboisemovingcompany.com
caseboise@msn.com
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We make senior living Simple.

Qasis is a FREE, personal service that guides seniors through senior living solutions.
Our trusted partners offer customized solutions for every family. :

J.P. Benlian, CSA® 208-761-2066 Kathy Lacina 208-573-4658
OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/SW-ldaho

OaSIS

SW IDAHO

Senior GOLDMINE
ADVERTISING SPECIAL

Interested in partnering with us to
promote your products or services?

Email today about special incentives.
terry@seniorgoldmine.com

What’s Really Important"

One day you realize that it wasn’t the game,
it was who you watched it with.

It wasn’t about the house you owned.

It was the people in it.

It wasn’t about the best coffee ever,

but who you made it for.

It wasn’t all the work you put in,

but who was in the trenches with you.

It wasn’t the great dinner prepared for you.
It was who brought you your plate.

You have to learn how to value the time
that someone gives you because that’s something
they will never get back. It’s priceless.
When you’re at the end of your years,
what’s really going to matter??

I Never Thought of It That Way

e A Chicken crossing the road is
poultry in motion.

e An eye doctor on an Alaskan
island is an optical Aleutian.

e She was only a whiskey maker,
but he loved her still.

e A rubber band pistol was
confiscated from algebra class
because it was a weapon of math
disruption.

e No matter how much you push
the envelope, it will still be
stationery.

e An explosion in a kitchen in
France would result in Linoleum
Blown Apart.

e Two silkworms had a race, but
they ended up in a tie.

e The butcher was in a hurry,
backed up into the meat grinder
and got behind in his work.

WHO REMEMBERS

o s

bt @
LITE SAYEwy

¥ .u PEP O MINT
" &

Mountain Pine

DERMATOLOGY

>

(208) 898-7467

R. Scott Thomas, D.O.  Benjamin Perry, D.O.

Chelsea Miller, PA-C

Now accepting new
patients.

With locations in
Meridian, Caldwell,
Emmett, Mountain
Home and Baker City

4664 W. Penngrove Way, Ste. 100 ¢ Meridian, ID 83646 ¢ www.mtnpinederm.com
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SIMPLE BITES, ;

Oven Ready Single Serve Meals &
NO SUBSCRIPTION b

www.simplebitesmeals.com

SIVB
SITES

America’s Choice in Homecare

Visiti
Arbltglgls./‘->

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
Serving the Treasure Valley

208.888.3611

www.visitingangels.com/boise/home

The Mail Came Late

I pass by this old mailbox every day on my way to work.
The old rusty box is nailed to an oak that has to be 150
years old.

After years of
passing it by, I
decided to open
the box to see if
anything was
inside. After all,
there isn’t even a
house nearby
anyway. Any home
it serviced long
ago is torn down,
I'm sure.

I found an old
letter inside. I
looked at the
postmark date,
and it said July 7,
1903!

The envelope was pretty faded and dusty. Due to age and
moisture, the addressee on the envelope was not readable,
so I opened up the envelope hoping to find some local
history and a good story I could share with you.

The handwriting was quite elaborate, like someone had
practiced their cursive writing at length. With great
anticipation I read these words:

“We have been trying to reach you about your vehicle’s
extended warranty.”

EVERYTHING
HEARING

208-606-4943
www.EverythingHearing.com
Hear the Right Choice

Let us know you saw our ad for
10% off a pair of hearing aids!

e Infant through adult hands
o Gift Certificates available

For appointment
Call (208) 467-9626

I saw an old man with a fishing rod outside my local coffee
shop fishing in a puddle. He looked so cold!

So I said to him, “Come on inside and get warm and I'll
buy you a hot drink.” So we went inside and we sipped on
a couple of fancy and expensive coffees. Thinking I would
humor him, I asked him, “How many have you caught
today?” He replied, “You're the eighth.”

Tte Rose Petal Flonal

308 12th Avenue South
&
D

Nampa, Idaho
N
iy

(208) 467-2686

Save $10 now -
Call us direct!
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Four FREE hours of Daycare for New Customers! CALL NOW!!

AShley Mdnor ¢ Alzheimer & Dementia Care Specialists

¢ Assisted Living Accommodations

EST. 1996

(208) 376-7298
www.ashleycares.com BOISE ¢ EAST BOISE ¢ NAMPA ¢ CALDWELL ¢ Mt. HOME

WHEN ONE DOOR CLOSES, .Don’t Water It Down!

ANOTHER ONE OPENS,
OTHER THAN THAT IT’ S A GOOD CAR!

1965

STOP LOOKlNG o

AT m W% A bottle of water in the
wHILe YouRe AT supermarket is worth about
Tie TABLE $0.50. The same bottle in a

convenience store costs about
$2. In a good restaurant or hotel
it can be worth up to $3. At an
airport or on the plane, you may
be charged $5.

The bottle and the brand is the
same, the only thing that
changes is the place. Each place
gives a different value to the
same product.

When you feel like you are
worth nothing and everyone
around you belittles you, change
places, do not stay there.

Have the courage to change
places and go to a place where

you are given the value you
I\ deserve. Surround yourself with
' ! \ \ k people who really appreciate
l ' \ 9125 \ / your worth. Don't settle for less!
mERle S o1 &!(Am"(.h -

A group of chess enthusiasts checked into a Are you
. . turning 65?
hotel and were standing in the lobby il
discussing their recent tournament victories. l“ ?’?”’ ’
After about an hour, the manager came out of :ca ICESE
the office and asked them to disperse. nand : .
sales agent. Monday - Friday

"But why?" they asked, as they moved off.
"Because," he said, "I can't stand chess nuts
boasting in an open foyer."

8a.m.-5p.m.

Y0040 GHHHXDFEN20 BC C




| MULTICARE

%

Pe

Locally-owned and
serving the valley
for over 25 years

(208) 887-7719

Havea Wam/erfu@ Blessed
Christmas!

From Your Friends at Senior Goldmine

The Names of Things You
Probably Didn’t Know

e The space between your
eyebrows is a glabella.

The way it smells after a rain
is called petrichor.

The plastic coating at the
end of your shoelaces is
called an aglet.

The day after tomorrow is
called overmorrow.

The little toe or finger is
called the minimus.

e The space between your
nostrils is called columella
nasi.

The armhole is clothes where
the sleeves are sewn is called
armscye.

When your stomach
rumbles, that’s a wamble.

The sheen of light that you
see when you close your eyes
and press your fingers on
them is called phosphenes.

The na na na’ and ‘la la la’
which don’t have any real
meaning in the lyrics of any
song are called vocables.

Finding it difficult to get of
bed in the morning is called
dysania. (or retirement!)

| Nursing and Rehabilitation

CANYON WEST

of Cascadia

My mom doesn't do everything exactly the way I do. She
feeds my children different foods, offers different drinks.
They do different things together than we do at home.

Sure, sometimes things are excessive. | mean do my kids
really need a McDonald’s Happy Meal AND home-made
cookies AND a root beer float AND marshmallows toasted
over their backyard campfire, all within 24 hours?

But here’s the thing—it’s only for a few days, or
sometimes just a few hours. The kids will probably come
home wired and wound up. That’s definitely a good
possibility. It might even take a day or two to get back into
our home routine.

But they will also come home loved, happy, and full of
new memories shared with Grandma—memories they will
treasure for a lifetime. Their grandmother won’t always be
with us. And when she leaves one day, those memories
won’t go away.

So please, show grandparents some grace, if not for your
sake, for your children’s sake. Your child might be thrown
off their routine for a short time, but will gain treasured
memories and even more love than you alone can provide
them. And who doesn’t need that?

s s |

To advertise or submit an item, email terry@seniorgoldmine.com or call Terry Smith at (208) 615-1948

ME AT 16 TO MY GIRL FRIEND:
“This radio station is playing our song!”

ME AT 25 TO MY FIANCE:
“This club is playing our song!”

ME NOW TO MY WIFE:
“This grocery store is playing our song!”
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Be the things
you loved most
about the people

who are gone.

Here at Prestige Assisted Living at Autumn Wind, we know that caregiving for an aging

FREE WEBINAR: | : o
; ith loved one can add stress and responsibility to an already busy life, especially if you also have
For Busy C_areg Ivers wit kids you're raising in the process. If you're a caregiver, we have a free webinar coming up with
Ch risty Yates an expert on the topic. The webinar will be with Christy Yates on Wednesday, December 15
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 at 11 a.m. Pacific t|me. She' is a licensed educanona.l psygholog@t, school ps'ycholog|§t and
11:00 AM PST mental health professional with over 40 years of working with various populations.To sign up

for the free webinar, visit PrestigeCanHelp.com.

Prestige Assisted Living at Autumn Wind

200 W Beech St. - Caldwell, ID 83605
(208) 459-3335 - www.PrestigeCare.com

Prestige Senior Living, L.L.C.

Time is Relative

e The older | get, the earlier it
gets late!

e Age 60 may be the new 40,
but 9 pm is the new midnight!

e When | say, “the other day,”
| could be referring to any time
between yesterday and
30 years ago.

Leola Boyd
Dec 6, 1921—100 years
Nampa Streamside

e When you ask me what | am
doing today, and | say “nothing,”
it does not mean | am free.

It means | am doing nothing.

e | finally got eight hours of sleep.
It took me three days, but
whatever it takes.

e When someone asks what | did
over the weekend, | squint and
ask, “Why, what did you hear?”

Stan Sessions
Dec 2, 1941—80 years
Nampa Senior Center

ATTENTION
All Single Men and Women
Singles Group meets each
Thursday at 1:00 p.m.
at the Nampa Senior Center
Call Keith Bowers at
(801) 866-2320

Agnes Moody
Dec 5, 1946—75 years
Nampa Senior Center

Cassie Knudsen
Oct 31, 1928—93 years
Caldwell Senior Center

Lucy Henzler
Dec 20, 1927—94 years
Nampa Senior Center

Wayne Dewitt
Dec 2, 1946—75 years
Nampa Senior Center

Richard Mosher
Nov 24, 1946—75 years
Nampa Senior Center

Senior Goldmine
recognizes the following
Milestones:

Birthdays—

70, 75, 80, 85, 90 and up;
and Anniversaries—

50, 55, 60 and up.

Send your info and photo to
te seniorgoldmine.com
or call (208) 615-1948

Bonnie Winters
Dec 15, 1946—75 years
Caldwell Senior Center

..
= .
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Changing Healthcare for Seniors

S

(855) 434-7763 ¢ www.geissmed.com

[

Dr. Warren Looney, M.D.

MEDICARE AND HMO
HOUSE CALLS

Our network of primary care
providers come to you
anywhere in Ada or
Canyon County!

Dan McConnell, PA-C




