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SEND/Galleries group


We are inviting our arts and education partners to undertake action learning visits to galleries and museums with groups of children and young people with SEND, supporting our commitment to improving access and inclusion to the arts for children in Nottingham, as part of the Cultural Rucksack schools programme. 

There needs to be a minimum of two project partners working together (in order to deepen existing relationships or facilitate new connections). Visits should lead to direct engagement for more children and young people to exhibitions, workshops and activities in museums and galleries; and include a sharing and learning outcome for the SEND/Galleries network.

Project partners must enable sufficient planning time/collaboration between relevant staff and sharing of information.  Both the school and gallery will collaborate to evaluate the visit and commit to share feedback, learning and resources at the next available SEND/ & Galleries group meeting. 

We aim to foster collaboration across the SEND /Galleries group and ask for you to host one another for learning opportunities / to accompany visits when possible. 

In the 2025/2026 academic year, we can support up to 5 action learning projects (covering costs of between £500-1000 per project) which can be spent on: artist fees, materials, transport, staff cover costs, volunteer/parent expenses and gallery costs.   All invoices should be submitted to cathy.mahmood@ntu.ac.uk addressed to:
ChalleNGe, Nottingham Trent University, 50 Shakespeare St, Nottingham, NG1 4FQ.  

DEADLINE DATES: 30th April and 22 June 2026

The deadline for Action Learning Proposals coincides with meetings of the SEND/Galleries Group at which they will be decided upon and agreed.  Decisions across the year, will be made based on the range of galleries, educational settings, different key stages and variety of additional needs supported.  

CONTACTS

For advice and support on completing this action learning proposal, please contact our Access Inclusion Specialists, Pasha Kincaid (pashakincaid@yahoo.co.uk) or Nikki Charlesworth (ncharlesworthproductions@gmail.com).   

Completed Proposal forms should be submitted to cathy.mahmood@ntu.ac.uk 




Action Learning Proposal for consideration by the SEND/Galleries Group


1. Project Title:  

2. Contact Details of lead organisation: 

	
Name 
	

	Organisation
	

	Address &  postcode
	

	Email address 
	

	Tel number 
	



3. Project Partner organisations 
	Contact name
	Organisation
	Email 

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	
	
	



4. Summary: Please tell us what you would like to do and who the beneficiaries will be. 
(approx 200 words)






5. Background: Why do you want to do this particular activity/visit and why now? (approx. 150 words)


6. Learning / Challenge: Could you identify one or two things that you hope to learn, (this could be from a pupil, gallery venue or school perspective). (approx 150 words)


7. Approach: Who will be leading and how will they be involved in the project delivery? (approx. 150 words)





8. Intended output(s):  Will there be creative processes, content or ideas that can be shared more widely as a result of the project?  (100 words max) (eg. artwork made, resources, social stories etc)


9. What is your anticipated budget total from this access fund?



10. Please outline an indicative budget and estimate when the proposed activities will take place (please add rows if needed)
	Activity Area 
	Timescale (month)
	Estimated Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total 
	
	



11. How will you ensure that any work and engagement with children and young people will be conducted appropriately and safeguarding procedures are adhered to? (approx. 100 words)




12. [bookmark: Check4]Safeguarding of children and young people.  Please confirm that you have an up-to-date safeguarding policy.  YES    /   NO 
Please confirm that you or anyone in direct contact with children and young people are DBS checked. Please tick here to confirm. |_| 

13. [bookmark: _Hlk37758699]Photo/Film permissions  Please confirm that you understand the need for Photo/Film permissions and will seek permissions where needed, using ChalleNGe/NTU forms.    
YES    /   NO 



Please send your completed proposals to: cathy.mahmood@ntu.ac.uk
ChalleNGe Local Cultural Education Partnership

www.challengenottingham.co.uk 

Underlying Principles of the SEND / Galleries Group 
· There is a broad spectrum of additional needs (SEMH, PLMD, visual, auditory., physical) Every child is an individual. We need to be open minded and curious and not make assumptions about what will work.
· Purposeful auditing of spaces, completion of risk assessments and pre-visits are the foundations for effective safeguarding. (Galleries welcome auditing of content and logistics)
· Our work should include parents and families as key stakeholders
· Clear specific and timely communication between all partners and stakeholders is key. (Individual needs, points of contact, expectations: written information but also shared through conversation) 
· We are all committed to enabling positive experiences of arts and gallery visits for children with additional needs. We will celebrate them. 
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