Nature Connections: Community of Practice                

www.challengenottingham.co.uk/nature-connections

Potential Case study templates 

OPTION 1
1. Project Summary (100 words)
What was the creative activity, who took part, and what were you trying to achieve?

2. Pathways in Practice (tick + 2–3 sentences each)
For each pathway, the contributor briefly describes how their project activated it:
· Senses – How did participants use their senses to explore nature?
· Beauty – Where did children notice, create, or respond to beauty?
· Emotion – What feelings towards nature emerged?
· Meaning – Did participants reflect on nature’s cycles, signs or symbolism?
· Compassion – What actions or intentions to care for nature were encouraged?
(Pathway definitions from Derby research: e.g. engaging through senses, appreciating natural beauty, emotional bonds, meaning-making, and compassionate action.) [derby.ac.uk]
3. Outcomes for Children & Young People
· Wellbeing changes observed
· Any shifts in confidence, calmness, teamwork or joy
· Quotes from participants
4. Top Learning Points
Three short bullet points for others in the community.




OPTION 2 — ‘Story of Change’ Mini Case Study
A narrative template that captures the journey of the project through the lens of the pathways.
1. Starting Point
What challenge, opportunity or idea prompted the project?
2. What We Did (Narrative)
A short story (150–200 words) describing:
· The arts activity
· How children interacted with nature
· Moments that connected to one or more pathways (e.g. noticing beauty, expressing emotions about nature, taking meaningful action)
3. Pivotal Moments Linked to Pathways
A table with two columns:
· Moment
· Which pathway it reflects and why
(e.g. “Child paused to listen to the wind in trees → Senses: tuning into nature through sound”) [derby.ac.uk]
4. Evidence of Impact
· Brief observations
· Child/family/teacher quotes
· Any creative outputs (photos, songs, drawings)
5. What We Learned
Short reflective paragraph.




OPTION 3 — ‘Creativity × Nature Pathways’ Template
A more arts-focused version capturing how creative practice deepened nature connection.
1. Creative Methods Used
List the artforms and why they were chosen (visual arts, storytelling, music, craft, performance, digital, etc.)
2. How Creativity Supported Each Pathway
For each relevant pathway, describe:
· The creative activity
· What it enabled
· What children discovered or felt
(Example: “Clay sculpting allowed children to notice the textures of local soil → Senses & Beauty pathways.”)
3. Insights on Wellbeing
Which aspects of wellbeing improved (calmness, focus, joy, belonging, emotional expression)?
4. Partnerships & Place
· Who collaborated
· Why this place / community mattered
· How local nature was made meaningful (aligned with Derby’s ‘Meaning’ pathway: celebrating signs and cycles of nature). [derby.ac.uk]
5. Final Reflection
One paragraph from the practitioner on what they’d do again or change.




OPTION 4 — ‘3-Minute Read Evaluation’ Template
A very concise, accessible format for quick reading across a network.
Section A — The Project (50–80 words)
What you did and who with.
Section B — Which Pathways Were Activated?
Tick all that apply + 1 sentence each:
· Senses
· Beauty
· Emotion
· Meaning
· Compassion
(Each grounded in the University of Derby’s definitions for pathways to nature connection.) [derby.ac.uk]
Section C — Evidence of Difference
Three bullets:
· What changed for children and young people
· What changed for the environment or community
· A direct quote from a participant/partner
Section D — Advice for Others (3 bullets)
Practical tips for peers.


