
Cultural Rucksack
A-Z  Directory for Schools

ChalleNGe, Nottingham’s Cultural Education Partnership, 
brings you an A-Z Directory of arts, cultural and heritage 
organisations working with schools in Nottingham.  
You’ll find information on each organisation’s core offers, 
supporting the planning and delivery of creative and 
cultural experiences within your school.

Develop your own creativity and connections across 
Nottingham’s cultural education sector, and support your 
pupils to learn about and feel part of their city. 

@ChalleNGeNottm 

www.challengenottingham.co.uk 
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 ‘�The principle that underpins the Cultural 
Rucksack is that everyone who goes 
to school in Nottingham is entitled to 
access and enjoy the cultural resources 
of their city. To turn this principle into a 
practical reality, we need teachers and 
arts professionals to work together - to 
make plans, to create new opportunities 
and connections, to help students 
learn about and engage with what’s 
available. 

This directory is testimony to the 
fantastic work that has gone on so far 
to make that vision a reality.’ 

Forewords 

Acknowledgements:
Thank you to everyone involved in ChalleNGe’s journey to transform the way Cultural 
Education is delivered in Nottingham. We truly value your expertise and experience. 

Special thanks to Prof Christine Hall and the Education Improvement Board 
for initiating and supporting the Cultural Rucksack programme. Thanks to 
Martin Smith, who has led ChalleNGe’s collaborative work with schools over 
recent years. He has championed outdoors education and school visits in 
Nottingham for many years and we wish him a very happy retirement. 

Thank you to the Creativity Collaboratives schools and creative practitioners including: 
Andy Barrett, Graham Elstone, Dan Gardner, Diane Greenhough, Digit Music, Roma 
Patel and Rachel Ramchurn, Mo Languir, Usha Mahenthrialingam, Katie Sandoval, 
Rachel Scanlon, Jane Stockley, Sophie Thorpe, Elaine Winter and Nicholas Wright..

Finally, thank you to the NTU Culture team for giving us a home.  
Information correct at time of going to print.  Designed by Emily Spikings.  2023 

Professor Chris Hall,  
University of Nottingham  

Contact us 

Cathy Mahmood 
ChalleNGe Manager
cathy@challengenottingham.co.uk 
07808 165209  
 
Ashwin Balu 
Marketing and Comms  
ashwin.balu@ntu.ac.uk 

Enquiries:  
hello@challengenottingham.co.uk 
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ChalleNGe is hosted and supported by 

ChalleNGe is a city-wide partnership 
of young people, teachers, creative 
practitioners and arts organisations. 

We collaborate to make things happen, 
ensuring children and young people of 
all backgrounds in Nottingham engage 
in arts and creativity at home, in the 
community and at school. 

Thank you to all the teachers and arts 
partners who have taken part in the 
development of the Cultural Rucksack 
and who continue to bring it to life in 
schools across Nottingham everyday.

https://twitter.com/ChalleNGeNottm
http://challengenottingham.co.uk
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Key 

Arts Mark
Artsmark is the creative quality standard for schools and 
education settings, awarded by Arts Council England, 
recognising their commitment to high quality arts and 
cultural education. Many of our arts, cultural and heritage 
providers are supporting schools and education settings 
on their Artsmark journey, inspiring children and young 
people to create, experience, and participate in great arts 
and culture. ArtsMark partners are indicated by the icon 
above.

www.artsmark.org.uk

Arts Awards
Schools in Nottingham can run Arts Award, inspiring 
young people to grow their arts and leadership talents. 
ArtsAward supporters are indicated by the icon above.

www.artsaward.org.uk

Learning Outside the  
Classroom Quality Badge 

www.lotcqualitybadge.org.uk 

One indicator of high quality 
delivery is the Learning Outside 
the Classroom Quality Badge.

Nottingham’s Cultural Rucksack 
encourages the development of 
high-quality partnerships between 
our arts, cultural and heritage 
providers and schools, embedding 
a range of rich and diverse 
experiences to bring your  
curriculum to life. 

Children and young people will 
benefit from a broad range 
of embedded and sustained 
opportunities to build on their own 
cultural capital, creative skills and 
personal development. 
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‘�Creativity is a priority in our 
School Development Plan. We 
are extending creative teaching 
and learning opportunities in the 
foundation subjects supported by a 
range of enrichment opportunities. 
We endeavour to be as creative 
as possible as we believe that 
this approach sparks enjoyment 
and interest and inspires long-
lasting eagerness to learn. The 
Cultural Rucksack enables us 
to make more connections and 
find lots of other opportunities to 
bring creativity in our school.’

Jayne Thomas, 
Old Basford School,  
Nottingham Schools Trust

‘�Involvement with the Cultural 
Rucksack has connected both pupils 
and staff with opportunities for 
cultural engagement in the city that 
we otherwise wouldn’t be aware of. 
We’ve been able to access skills and 
expertise that build on what we have 
available in school, alongside support 
for specialist and non-specialist staff, 
to make connections and access 
a community that strengthens our 
aspiration to ensure every pupil has 
rich cultural experiences.’   

Beth Greville-Giddings,  
Westbury Academy, Raleigh Trust

The Case for Creativity
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Make 
connections
• �Explore this directory with colleagues 

and identify the organisations which 
could benefit learning in your school 

• �Contact our arts, cultural and heritage 
providers to develop relationships 
and discuss your next steps 

• �Join our termly Culturemeets 
to hear from arts providers and 
connect with other teachers

Be informed 
and current
• �Use the Cultural Rucksack 

annual wall planner to support 
your curriculum delivery

• �Sign up to the ChalleNGe bi-monthly 
newsletter for Nottingham teachers

• �Follow @ChalleNGeNottm 
on social media

Supporting creative 
collaborations, teachers 
and schools

1 32 4Promote creativity  
in your school
• �Make a commitment to become a 

Cultural Rucksack school by visiting 
www.challengenottingham.co.uk

• �Share what you’re doing in school 
with us – we love to promote what’s 
happening in classrooms across the city.

Develop your  
own practice
• �Use the self-audit toolkit for 

reflection and planning

• �Attend CPD opportunities 
provided by arts providers

• �Explore the curriculum 
resources on our website

• �Explore the ChalleNGe website to 
find out about the latest research on 
teaching for creativity in schools.

https://twitter.com/ChalleNGeNottm
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ChalleNGe promotes regular CPD 
opportunities for teachers, detailed 
on our website, wall planner and at 
termly Culturemeets.  

For example, Nottingham 
Contemporary run twilight CPD 
sessions (usually 4–6pm) at the 
beginning of each new exhibition 
to help you get the most out of 
planning a visit, often with a chance 
to get creative yourself!

Arts providers are 
continually developing new 
projects and programmes. 
The ChalleNGe website,  
bi-monthly digital 
newsletters and termly 
Culturemeets help you 
to stay informed and 
connected.

ChalleNGe has a range of useful 
resources on the website including: 
• �Articles on recognising high 

quality arts education, embedding 
creativity within your curriculum 
planning

• �A visit planning checklist 
• Case studies from our growing 
  community of practice  
• Useful links to local, regional and 
  national networks and projects. 

From Light Night to Green Hustle, the Festival of Science & Curiosity to Child Friendly 
City initiatives, Nottingham’s providers are working collaboratively with schools to give 
children and young people creative ways to shape the cultural life of the city. 

Did you know?
Nottingham is taking part in the national Creativity Collaboratives programme,  
testing innovative approaches in teaching for creativity. 12 schools are researching:  
“How do we nurture our children’s innate creative capacity and sustain their  
curiosity about the world” with a series of creative practitioner residencies,  
community of practice meetings and wider school involvement. 

The Directory

A - Z
Discover more

https://challengenottingham.co.uk/creativity-collaboratives
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Anansi Theatre Company is a brilliant team of creative women of colour. They 
offer workshops incorporating a storytelling performance of a section of the 
Anansi story alongside breakout groups focusing on physical theatre and story-
telling skills, improvisation and characterisation. By focusing on African and 
Caribbean folklore rather than the more familiar western fairy tales, pupils explore 
a different culture while learning new skills and developing their confidence.

Children and young people 
reflect, share discoveries and 
create small scenes. The older 
the group, the more complex 
the skills.  Primary-age children 
use the characters in the story 
to develop physical theatre and 
improvisation skills; secondary-

age pupils go further into devising, 
writing and performance. 

Anansi Theatre Company also 
offers Arts & Craft sessions 
encouraging creativity, 
collaboration and the development 
of practical skills. Children make 

and create, experimenting with 
shapes and textures, learning 
new creative techniques and how 
to use new tools by exploring 
expressions and descriptive 
words to build the Anansi spider 
character and bring it to life. 

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• �Dance
• �Drama
• �PSHE
• �SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social, 

Cultural development)
• �Voice/Oracy

Offers for Schools: 
• �Digital/Online workshops
• �Visits into school
• �After-school activities  

(at school) 

Artforms: 
• �Theatre/drama
• �Story-telling, physical theatre 

and performance skills
• �Arts and Crafts 

Session Length: 
Half day, 10am – 12pm

Cost: 
Half day in school  
£200 – £400   	

Outcomes: 
• �Improved mental health and  

well-being
• Social Skills
• �Learning about equality and  

cultural diversity 

www.anansitheatre.com 
Lauren Nicole Whitter | 07462 147474 | info@anansitheatre.com   

Drama
In school 
EYFS  -  KS5 

Anansi Theatre 
Company
Story-Telling Performance and  
Workshops centred on African  
and Caribbean Folklore

http://www.anansitheatre.com
mailto:info%40anansitheatre.com?subject=
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Backlit
Gallery and  
Artist Studios
Founded in 2008, BACKLIT is an internationally renowned 
artist-led, public gallery and studios supporting arts and 
culture in Nottingham. Housed in a historic Victorian building 
Est. 1872, the galleries feature across three floors, alongside 
artist studios. 

There is a free programme of 
exhibitions, events, and workshops 
and Backlit are keen to develop 
their relationships with local schools; 
particularly in relation to their Samuel 
Morley Archive. 

www.backlit.org.uk 
Panya Banjoko | 0115 837 2426 | info@backlit.org.uk

Subject or Curriculum Focus:  
• �Art & Design
• English 
• �History
• �Maths
• �SMSC - social activism

Offers for schools: 
• �Digital/Online workshops
• �Education resources – with the archive 

and artist studios spaces
• �Visits out of school
• �Visits into school
• �CPD/training for Teachers 
• �Training for young people 
• �Opportunities for Co-design

Artforms:  
• �Festival / event 
• �Heritage
• �Film / digital art
• �Literature, reading and writing 
• �Museums
• �Visual art 

Session Length: Flexible 

Cost: Flexible 

Location:  
BACKLIT, Alfred House 
Ashley St, Nottingham NG3 1JG 
MAP REF  10  

Venue Accessibility

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing

• Raised aspirations  and attainment
• Social skills

• Community engagement

Visual Art
Out of school 
KS3 - KS5  

http://www.backlit.org.uk
mailto:info%40backlit.org.uk?subject=
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Beatfeet provides creative and cultural workshops 
for schools and communities within Nottingham 
and Nottinghamshire. Workshop experiences are 
tailored for all age groups and include West African 
percussion and dance, Brazilian Samba percussion 
and dance, and Indian Bhangra dance and dhol 
percussion. Beatfeet facilitators are experienced in 
working with students in special education schools 
and have safeguarding in place for vulnerable young 
people, for example, Looked After Children.

They work with schools to ensure 
their fun-filled and engaging 
workshops link to key teaching 
and learning points in curriculum 
themes such as Africa, animals, 
citizenship and travel. BeatFeet 
offers one-off workshops or a 

programme of curated sessions. 
Their staff team-building workshops 
promote a sense of community and 
belonging across school. BeatFeet 
deliver regular Arts Council England 
projects which may enable schools 
to access workshops free of charge.

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• �Citizenship
• �Dance
• �Drama
• �Geography
• �History
• �Music
• �PSHE

• �SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social, 
Cultural development)

• �Voice/Oracy

Artforms: 
• �Dance
• �Music
• �Theatre/Drama

Session Length: Any duration

Cost:  
Half day – £250 
Full day – £500, 
or free if project funded

Maximum Capacity: 90

www.beatfeetdrumming.co.uk
Jude Winwood | 07768 789668 | info@beatfeetdrumming.co.uk

Music
In school 
EYFS - KS5

BeatFeet
Drumming, Dance and  
Wellbeing Workshops

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health  

and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations and attainment

• Social Skills
• Learning about equality and  

cultural diversity 
• Global learning

• Developing creative skills
• Community engagement

http://www.beatfeetdrumming.co.uk
mailto:info%40beatfeetdrumming.co.uk?subject=
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Bonington Gallery
Exhibitions, talks  
and events

Bonington Gallery is an exhibition space in the Bonington 
building at Nottingham Trent University, delivering a 
programme of exhibitions, initiatives and events from  
October to July. 

Their programme incorporates a 
combination of iconic artists such 
as Andrew Logan and more recent 
creative voices such as Cedar 
Lewisohn. Reflecting Nottingham 
Trent University’s history of innovative 
fine art, design, fashion and textiles, 

photography and visual art, Bonington 
Gallery’s exhibitions and online events 
are thought-provoking, current and 
exciting. The Gallery is able to arrange 
school visits to their three exhibitions a 
year by appointment. 

www.boningtongallery.co.uk  
Claire Simpson | 0115 848 8651 | boningtongallery@ntu.ac.uk 

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design

Offers for Schools: 
• Visits out of school 

Artforms: 
• Exhibition
• Film/digital art
• Photography
• Visual Art

Time:
Monday – Friday,  
10am – 5pm during exhibitions

Cost: Free

Maximum Capacity 30

Location:
Bonington Gallery
Nottingham Trent University,
Bonington building,
Dryden Street
Nottingham
NG1 4GG
MAP REF  18

Venue Accessibility: 

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing

• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social skills

• Learning about equality and cultural diversity
• Future study: access to university, FE or HE

• Global learning
• Developing creative skills
• Community engagement

Art & Design
Out of school
KS2 - KS5
Free

Image credit: The Community Live in Nottingham, March 4 – March 20, 2019. Photo by Mike Kane.

http://www.boningtongallery.co.uk
mailto:boningtongallery%40ntu.ac.uk?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Film
• Media

Offers for Schools: 
• Visits out of school
• �After-school activities (off-site) 

Artform: 
• Film
• Digital Art

Time: Monday – Friday, 12 – 11pm 

Cost: £3.60 per pupil

Maximum Capacity: 35

Location:
Broadway Cinema
14-18 Broad Street 
Nottingham
NG1 3AL
MAP REF  7

Venue Accessibility:

Outcomes: 
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social Skills
• �Learning about equality and cultural 

diversity
• �Future work: careers/employability 

skills and opportunities

Broadway’s mission is to inspire creativity and a life-long 
love of film as a powerful, immersive, and enjoyable way to 
expand horizons. Their diverse monthly programme features 
a combination of independent prize-winning films alongside 
more mainstream releases.

Broadway is committed to providing 
access to cinema for all and is always 
delighted to welcome school groups 
of all ages into the building to inspire 
creativity.

Broadway offers discounted cinema 
tickets at £3.60 per student for 
Primary and Secondary schools, and 
Colleges and Sixth Forms for Head 

of Year’s and Subject Tutors to bring 
a group of students to watch a film 
from Broadway’s regular cinema film 
programme, teachers go for free.

Teachers are responsible for 
organising the group bookings and 
pay for tickets collectively.

Certification applies.

www.broadway.org.uk
Ella Townsend | 0115 850 7843 | e.townsend@broadway.org.uk  

Film and Media
Out of school
KS1 - KS5

Broadway 
Discounted cinema tickets 
for Primary and Secondary 
school, and College and 
Sixth Form students

http://www.broadway.org.uk
mailto:e.townsend%40broadway.org.uk?subject=
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Child Friendly
Nottingham
A city-wide ambition  
Child rights-based approach  

Child Friendly Nottingham is funded by Small 
Steps Big Changes (SSBC) as part of their 

legacy work. The commitment to work towards 
recognition by UNICEF is included in Nottingham 

City Council’s Strategic Council Plan. 

Nottingham has started a journey working with the UK Committee for UNICEF 
(UNICEF UK) towards international recognition as a Child Friendly City. Nottingham 
is committed to improving the lives of children and young people by realising their 
rights as articulated in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

This is a city-wide partnership 
programme to put children’s rights 
into practice. An ambitious 3 to 5 year 
programme will support children and 
young people to have a meaningful 
say in local decisions, services and 
spaces. Nottingham will become a city 
in which the voices, needs, priorities 
and rights of children and young 
people are an integral part of public 
policies, programmes and decisions - 
making the city more child friendly.

UNICEF UK’s child rights-based 
approach is a practical tool made up 
of seven principles. It is for anyone 
making decisions that directly or 
indirectly impact children and young 
people. 

Using the principles will help ensure 
that decisions are firmly embedded in 
children’s rights.

Nottingham’s Child Friendly City webpage QR code: 
child.friendly@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 

Citizenship 
Resources 
EYFS - KS5

The CFC programme employs a badge 
framework which allows Nottingham to 
focus on defined areas of work during our 
partnership with UNICEF UK. Achieving the 
badges shows how the City Council, schools 
and organisations, young and older citizens 
can make Nottingham truly child friendly. 
There are three ‘core’ badges that are 
mandatory for all cities, these are; 

• Communications

• Cooperation and Leadership

• Culture

Over 9000 children and young people 
collaborated to choose three more badges. 
These are;

• Safe and Secure

• Education and Learning

• Healthy 

Nottingham has also decided to work 
towards the Equal & Included badge. 
This will be a golden thread linking all the 
badges together.

Training and resources for 
schools will be available to 
support your own Child Friendly 
City projects. 

mailto:child.friendly%40nottinghamcity.gov.uk?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design
• Dance
• Drama
• English
• Gatsby Benchmarks
• Music
• SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural  
  development) 
• Voice / Oracy

Offers for Schools: 
• Education Resources 
• Visits into schools 
• CPD / training for Teachers
• Training for young people
• Opportunities for Co-design

Artforms: 
• Exhibition
• Festival / event 
• Film / digital arts
• Literature, reading and writing
• Music
• Outdoors
• Photography
• Theatre / drama
• Visual art
• SEN-friendly
• Safeguarding in place for vulnerable 
  young people, eg Looked After Children 

Cost: Digital resource is free. Bespoke 
projects with schools are dependent on 
funding. 

City Arts
Bespoke Programmes

From delivering early years festivals 
around the city for 0-5 year olds 
and their families, to large scale 
outdoor events and puppetry 
festivals, to international projects 
supporting young creatives to develop 
employment skills – City Arts has a 
breadth of experience in participatory 
arts and artist development. 

Resource – Artployment 
Co-financed by the European Union 
through the Erasmus+ programme, 
Artployment offers a range of tools 
and activities to help those supporting 
young people who are interested in a 
creative career. The free publication 
provides a series of activities that can 
be run with young people (designed 

www.city-arts.org.uk
0115 950 5251 | info@city-arts.org.uk

Interdisciplinary
Arts 
Resources 
EYFS - KS5 

City Arts supports and gives a platform to grassroots creative groups, 
provides workshops and creates opportunities for people of all ages, 
working together with other organisations to create exciting, inclusive 
projects centred on people’s needs. 

for 16+) hoping to explore their 
creative potential. 

Accessible, clear and flexible, the 
activities cover subjects including: 
Branding, Finances, Return on 
Investment and Networking. 

Download online: www.city-arts.org.uk/project/artployment  
For more information, contact alma@city-arts.org.uk  Outcomes: 

• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social skills
• Developing creative skills

http://www.city-arts.org.uk
mailto:info%40city-arts.org.uk?subject=
http://www.city-arts.org.uk/project/artployment
mailto:alma%40city-arts.org.uk?subject=
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Dance Equation deliver high quality dance as part of the PE 
curriculum for schools across the East Midlands. Their dance 
leaders are highly experienced, love working with children and 
are experts at engaging all ages and ability. 

Dance Equation helps primary, 
secondary and special schools to 
deliver dance as part of the PE 
curriculum. Their engaging Dancing 
Maths show and workshops give 
children the chance to have fun 
with numbers and shapes through 
movement, music and dance. The 
Dancing Digits show and interactive 
classes for Early Years and KS1 is a 

cross-curricular learning programme 
which inspires children in maths - and 
to enjoy learning. 

Dance Equation have many tried and 
tested ways of working with children 
with special educational needs 
(SEND), autism spectrum disorder 
(ASD) and profound and multiple 
learning disabilities (PMLD).

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Dance
• Maths
• PE
• �STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Mathematics)

Offers for Schools: 
• Visits into school
• �Training opportunities for young 

people
• �CPD, training, creative 

opportunities for teachers

Artform: 
• Dance
• SEN-friendly

Session Length: 
1 hour, half day or full day weekly 
sessions as part of a half or full term 
package

Fees: Variable 

Maximum Capacity: 30

Outcomes: 
• �Improved mental health and 

wellbeing 
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social Skills
• Developing creative skills.

www.dance-equation.co.uk
Rebecca Hart | 07985 710144 
rebecca@dance-equation.co.uk  / info@dance-equation.co.uk

Dance / PE 
In school
EYFS - KS5

Dance Equation  
Learning through Dance

http://www.dance-equation.co.uk
mailto:rebecca%40dance-equation.co.uk?subject=
mailto:info%40dance-equation.co.uk?subject=
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DCP Drums
Primary Drumming  
Workshops and Tuition
DCP Drums delivers free whole class workshops to schools 
across the East Midlands, aiming to enhance each school’s 
music curriculum with fun and engaging workshops. 

Sessions build confidence, develop self-
esteem and enhance wellbeing.  
Fun and engaging whole-class 
drumming workshops run alongside 
peripatetic drum tuition to all primary 
ages.  

DCP Drums aims to increase the profile 
of music across all primary ages, 
spread awareness and inspire new and 
existing musicians.  

www.dcpdrums.co.uk
Daniel Piper | 07508 851 611 | dan@dcpdrums.co.uk  

Offers for schools:  
• �Visits into school

Artforms:  
• �Music
• SEN-friendly

Session Length: 
Half day, 9am - 12pm 

Maximum Capacity: 
300 

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised attainment
• Social Skills
• Developing creative skills

Music 
In school
EYSF - KS2 
Free taster 

http://www.dcpdrums.co.uk
mailto:dan%40dcpdrums.co.uk?subject=
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Using the arts to hold conversations around race and British values, religious 
intolerance and hate crimes, Diversify Education and Communities helps schools to 
embed cultural diversity into the curriculum, or to plan specific activities to celebrate 
British values, cultural occasions or Black History Month.

Assembly sessions can be 
delivered virtually or face-to-face, 
and include a variety of engaging 
interactive group activities on 
the following topics: Civil Rights; 
Historical Black leaders or 
celebrities; Important milestones; 
Current Black political issues; 

Black mental health; Stereotypes 
and microaggressions; The history 
and impact of Black Culture; The 
history of steel pan, drumming, 
soca and reggae music; The Black 
Family: Representation, Identity 
and Diversity.

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design
• Citizenship
• English
• Geography
• History
• PSHE
• SMSC 

Shanine Fasasi | admin@diversifyeducation.co.uk

Citizenship 
and SMSC
In school
EYFS - KS5

Diversify Education  
and Communities CIC 
African and Caribbean  
Cultural Awareness Assemblies, 
Workshops and Events

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health  

and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations  

and attainment
• Social Skills

• Learning about equality  
and cultural diversity

• Future work: careers/
employability skills  

and opportunities
• Global/international learning

• Developing creative skills.

Offers for Schools: 
• Digital/Online workshops
• Education resources  
• Visits into school
• After-school Activity 
• CPD/Training for young people
• Opportunity for co-design 

Artforms: 
• Dance
• Festival/event
• Heritage
• Literature, reading and writing
• Music
• Visual art
• SEN-friendly

Session length:
2 hours, half day or full day

Costs:  Variable 

mailto:admin%40diversifyeducation.co.uk?subject=
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Dragon Breath Theatre  
and Papplewick  
Pumping Station 
Victorian Immersive Drama 
Programme: ‘A Temple to Water’

Dragon Breath Theatre offers innovative, immersive drama experiences 
for young people in theatres, museums and schools, engaging students 
with exciting and challenging ideas about the world. ‘A Temple to Water’ is 
their full-day award-winning immersive drama experience at the Victorian 
Papplewick Pumping Station Museum, exploring local history, engineering, 
science, geography, literacy and contemporary environmental issues.

The visit to this awe-inspiring 
site, including the abandoned 
underground reservoir, is part 
of an education offer including 
extensive cross-curricular 
resources investigating

Nottingham’s local, social 
and engineering history, 
as well as the environment 
and global management of 
water resources today. 

Dragon Breath’s productions are 
created alongside pupils and 
supported by workshops and 
education resources devised 
in collaboration with teachers 
to address cross-curriculum 
needs, Literacy and PSHE.

www.papplewickpumpingstation.org.uk/a-temple-to-water/
Nettie Scriven  07816 205343 | book.dragonbreath@gmail.com

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Citizenship
• Drama
• English
• Geography
• History
• PSHE
• �STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Mathematics)
• �Interdisciplinary/cross curriculum

Offers for Schools: 
• Education resources
• Visit out of school 

Artforms: 
• Heritage
• Museums
• Theatre/Drama

Session: Full day, 9.30am-2.30pm

Cost: £300

Maximum Capacity: 60

Location:
Papplewick Pumping Station
Rigg Lane, Nottingham
NG15 9AJ

Venue Accessibility: 
There is restricted access in some areas 
but Dragon Breath works with schools to 
make the experience accessible to all

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Global learning
• Developing creative skills.

Drama 
Out of school
KS2  - KS3

http://www.papplewickpumpingstation.org.uk/a-temple-to-water/
mailto:book.dragonbreath%40gmail.com?subject=


www.challengenottingham.co.uk/cultural-rucksack 36Cultural Rucksack35

The Emotions Toolkit ‘train to share’ Resilience Leader 
Programme is a blend of training materials, support 
and multi-sensory resources to support young minds 
to self-regulate their feelings, using simple in-the-
moment strategies to navigate difficult emotions. 

The programme trains groups of 
up to 12 KS2 children to become 
resilience leaders; children grow 
in confidence to teach others how 
to take responsibility for their 
emotions and thoughts, learning 
how to navigate them more easily. 
Developed using coaching and 
action ‘train to share’ methods to 
enhance collaborative learning, 
the Resilience Leader Programme 
guides children to discover their own 

inner resources and abilities, so  
that they can develop resilient 
minds, and teach their peers how  
to do the same.

Emotions Toolkit also offer 
resilience, mindset, self-esteem and 
exam workshops for KS2 - KS4, as 
well as the ‘Spread the Smile’ book 
series, designed for EYFS - KS1.  
Staff & Parent workshops are  
also available.

Offers for Schools: 
• �Digital/Online workshops
• �Visits into school

Artforms: 
• �SEN-friendly
• �Safeguarding in place for vulnerable 

young people, eg Looked After Children

Session Length: 
1hr (12 sessions in the programme)

Cost: 
On request   	

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social Skills
• Developing creative skills.

www.emotionstoolkit.com
Jackie Wilson | 07982 246072 | emotionstoolkit@gmail.com  

PSHE 
Resources  
KS2

Emotions Toolkit 
Resilience Leader Programme

http://www.emotionstoolkit.com
mailto:emotionstoolkit%40gmail.com?subject=
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Fabric
Dancer Development,  
Delivery Resources and CPD
Fabric (previously Dance4) is an international centre for the 
development of extraordinary 21st century dance. A unique 
voice in the UK dance sector, their work supports artists and 
practitioners who are interested in the development of dance.

Secondary schools have the 
opportunity to host workshops for 
students who show potential in 
dance. Fabric have also developed 
Resource packs aimed at teachers, 
practitioners and community group 
leaders to support teaching and 
delivery of creative dance practice in 

schools from EFYS. Throughout the 
year, Fabric provides opportunities 
for young people to attend auditions, 
leading open taster days with special 
focus events for boys.  
 
Secondary and Primary CPD events 
are available for staff. 

www.fabric.dance/fabric-schools 
Dwayne Church-Simms | 07708 816681
dwayne@fabric.dance/catadmin@fabric.dance

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Dance
• PE

Offers for Schools:
• �CPD & Training for young people
• CPD & Training for teachers 
• Resources 

Artforms: 
• Dance
• SEN-friendly

Session Length:
Half-day

Cost:
Varies

Location: 
Fabric, iC4C,  
2 Dakeyne Street  
NG3 2AR 
MAP REF 12

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations
• Social skills
• �Learning about equality and  

cultural diversity
• Developing creative skills.

Dance
In school  
KS2 - KS5 
Free

http://www.fabric.dance/fabric-schools
mailto:dwayne%40fabric.dance?subject=
mailto:catadmin%40fabric.dance?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• English

Offers for Schools: 
• Education resources
• Visits out of school
• Visits into school
• �After-school Activity (at school)
• �CPD / Training for young people

Artforms: 
• Literature
• Reading
• Writing

Times: 
To be arranged with school  
(daytime or after school)

Cost: 
£5,250 for year-long programme,  
£3000 taster programme

Maximum Capacity: 40

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• �Learning about equality and  

cultural diversity
• �Future work: careers/ employability skills  

and opportunities
• Future study: access to university, FE or HE
• Developing creative skills.

First Story 
Young Writers’ Programme
First Story is England’s leading creative writing charity for 
young people. The flagship Young Writers Programme pairs 
professional writers with secondary schools in low-income 
communities, where they work intensively with a cohort of 
young people, nurturing creativity, confidence and ability. 
Participants develop attitudes, skills and behaviours that 
underpin engagement with learning, supporting progress  
and achievement of potential.

First Story’s extra-curricular Young 
Writers’ Programme includes writing 
workshops which equip students 
with the skills and confidence to tell 
their own stories, with whole-school 
activities which encourage writing 
for pleasure. It also includes CPD for 

educators and access to a range of 
resources, events and competitions. 
First Story’s work expands young 
people’s horizons and encourages 
aspirations, giving participants the 
skills to thrive in education - and in life.

www.firststory.org.uk
Pippa Hennessy | 07970 274321 | pippa.hennessy@firststory.org.uk

English
In school 
KS3 - KS5

http://www.firststory.org.uk
mailto:pippa.hennessy%40firststory.org.uk?subject=
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Freedom Foundation offers children and young people 
the opportunity to explore their individuality and learn 
to appreciate their self-worth through their Motivational 
Mornings and Freedom Factory programmes.

Motivational Mornings help students 
‘face the day in a positive way’, 
motivating and inspiring children 
and young people at the start of 
their educational day, with singing 
and songwriting which enable young 
people to release emotional anxieties 
in a safe environment. Delivered as a 
term-time programme to a discrete 
group or as a drop-down day to 
a whole-year group, students are 
provided with a ‘toolkit’ to manage 
anxieties and provided with ways to 
support their mental health. 

Freedom Factory is a programme for 
primary or secondary schools that 
uses music and dance to improve 
confidence, aspiration, ambition 
and motivate the minds of young 
individuals. At a time when social 
media has eroded the confidence 
of young people, making them 
insecure, unsure and unrealistic 
about their aspirations and goals, 
the programme enables young 
people to explore their individuality 
and creativity whilst supporting their 
physical and emotional wellbeing. 

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• PSHE
• �SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social, 

Cultural development)
• �SHAPE (Social Sciences Humanities 

& the Arts for People and the 
Economy)

Offers for Schools: 
• Visits into school
• �Afterschool activities (at School)

Artform: 
• Dance
• Music

Session Length: 1 hour

Cost: From £300 for day delivery

Maximum Capacity:  30

www.freedomfoundationuk.org
Laura Grant | 0115 993 2370 | info@freedomfactory.co.uk 

PSHE 
In school 
KS2- KS4

Freedom Foundation 
Motivational Mornings  
and Freedom Factory

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health  

and wellbeing 
• Raised aspirations  and attainment

• Social Skills
• Learning about equality and 

cultural diversity
• Developing creative skills

http://www.freedomfoundationuk.org
mailto:info%40freedomfactory.co.uk?subject=
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Green's Windmill  
Trust
Visit the Windmill
Green’s Mill offers an action-packed ‘out-of-school’ learning 
experience at Green’s Windmill, a restored 19th Century 
tower mill in Sneinton which was once home to mathematical 
physicist George Green.  

Nursery, reception or KS1 children 
can explore the Windmill with a 
miller and bake their own delicious 
bread to take home using Green’s 
Mill flour. Investigating cogs, grain, 
flour, weighing and measuring, the 
children take part in a guided tour of 
the windmill, with time to explore the 
interactive science centre.

www.greensmill.org.uk
Jamie Duff | 0115 9156878 | greensmill@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
 

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• STEM

Artforms: 
• Heritage 
• Science
• Museums

Session Length: 2 hours

Time: 
10am-12pm and 1pm-3pm,  
Wednesday to Friday

Cost: £5 per child

Maximum Capacity:  30

Location:
Green’s Windmill, 
Windmill Lane,
Nottingham
NG2 4QB
MAP REF  13

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations
• Social skills
• Developing creative skills.

STEM
Out of school
EYFS - KS2

http://www.greensmill.org.uk
mailto:greensmill%40nottinghamcity.gov.uk%20?subject=
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Ignite! offers a range of STEM engagement 
activities, ranging from STEM workshops to 
science busking, setting up a Lab_13 in a school 
and after-school clubs and family fun days. 

Ignite! has a range of programmes, 
starting from the Curious Tots 
pre-school and infants programme 
to activities for primary and 
secondary pupils, parents, carers 
and families. Careers days, 
Ada Lovelace Day in October, 
Q&A sessions with scientists in 
research and industry and work 
experience placements work 
together to target girls into STEM. 

Ignite! offers CPD for teachers, 
supporting schools with customised 
STEM engagement resources. 

Ignite! also runs the termly 
Primary Parliament programme, 
where pupils spend a day at 
the Council House exploring 
local and global issues.

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design
• Citizenship
• Gatsby Benchmarks
• Maths
• PSHE
• STEM

Offers for Schools: 
• Digital/Online workshops
• Education resources
• Visits out of school
• Visits into school
• �After-school Activities (at school)
• CPD / Training
• Opportunities for co-design

Artform: 
• Exhibition
• Festival / event
• Museums
• Outdoors
• Visual art

Cost: Free

www.ignitefutures.org.uk
Megan Shore | 07801 034732 | info@ignitefutures.org.uk

STEM
Resources and 
workshops
EYFS - KS5
Free 

Ignite!  
Creativity, Curiosity  
and STEM Activities

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing

• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social Skills

• Learning about equality and  
cultural diversity

• Future work: careers/employability 
skills and opportunities

• Future study: access to university,  
FE or HE

http://www.ignitefutures.org.uk
mailto:info%40ignitefutures.org.uk?subject=
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Lakeside Arts
Interactive drama, art, history  
and outdoor-based workshops  
at Lakeside Arts or in school
Taking inspiration from current exhibitions, installations or productions, Lakeside’s 
Learning Team deliver creative, curriculum-based workshops for all age groups and 
abilities. Using the art forms on site as a springboard, students are encouraged to 
think differently, engage in creative activities and express themselves. 

Based in the gorgeous Highfield 
Park setting, and offering 
multiple galleries, a theatre and 
creative spaces, Lakeside Arts 
offers accessible, engaging and 
interactive workshops for ages 
3-16. Each workshop is tailored 
to the group, with SEN-friendly 
adaptations and a real hands-on 
approach.

Explore the gallery where world-
renowned artists showcase their 
work, and be led through creative 
activities that get students 
thinking about art, science and the 
world around them. 

An entire day can be filled in the 
spaces, with opportunities to also 
explore storytelling and outdoor 
investigation. With the benefit of 
an intimate theatre and GCSE-

based learning packs, students 
can also engage with set texts 
in real-time, leading their own 
learning in line with the curriculum.

The team also deliver CPD 
in how to bring the creative 
classroom to life, with hands-on 
interactive activities exploring 
creative learning approaches to 
supporting teachers’ practice.

www.lakesidearts.org.uk
Rachel Feneley | 0115 8467180 
lakeside-box-office@nottingham.ac.uk   

Arts & Drama
Out of school
EYFS - KS4

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Drama
• English
• Citizenship
• Geography
• �STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Mathematics)

Offers for Schools: 
• Education resources
• Visit out of school
• Visit into school
• CPD / training
• Opportunities for Co-design

Artforms: 
• Exhibition
• Heritage
• Museums
• Outdoors
• Theatre / drama
• Visual art
• SEN-friendly
• �Safeguarding in place for vulnerable 

young people,   
e.g., Looked After Children

Cost: 
School Workshops:  
Full day, 9.30am - 2.30pm,   
£220 per class, (30 students) 
 
Half day 2 hours + lunch room,  
£120 per class  

Venue Accessibility:

Location: 
Lakeside Arts,  
University of Nottingham
University Park
Nottingham NG7 2RD
MAP REF  17 

Outcomes: 
• �Improved mental health  

and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations and attainment 
• Social Skills
• �Learning about equality and  

cultural diversity
• Developing creative skills
• Community engagement

http://www.lakesidearts.org.uk
mailto:lakeside-box-office%40nottingham.ac.uk?subject=
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Lit Theatre specialise in co-creating new theatre, cultural 
education and artist development, focused on year six 
transition, story-telling for KS1 and Arts Award. Teachers  
are supported with classroom resource packs to extend 
children’s learning. 

KS1 children experience the excitement 
of storytelling while deepening 
their understanding of classroom 
topics and/or books such as Going 
on a Bear Hunt, Down at the Farm, 
Jumping Jellyfish and Peace at 
Last, with a combination of live 
performance and practical activities 
delivered by experienced practitioners 
and actors. Bespoke workshops are 
available. 

Lit Theatre’s Big World interactive 
drama workshops, 2-hour workshops 

over 3 weeks for a whole class, teach 
year 6 pupils how to deal with stress, 
anger and embracing challenging 
environments, equipping them for ‘big 
school’ and beyond. 

Lit Theatre delivers an Arts Award 
programme for pupils completing 
Discover, Explore and Bronze Arts 
Award levels, including logbooks 
or portfolios and enrolment for 
qualification. These practical two-hour 
workshops take place over one term, 
with up to 30 children.

Offers for Schools: 
• �Education resources
• Visits into school
• Education resources
• Qualification

Artforms: 
• �Theatre / drama
• �Safeguarding in place for vulnerable 

young people, eg Looked After Children

Session Length: 
2 hrs / half day
Performance workshops:  
15 children in rotation over one day
Big World workshops: 
2 hours over 3 weeks

Cost: £250-£300   
Arts Award: 
between £365 to £970, depending on level.

Maximum Capacity: 15 to 30 

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations
• Social Skills
• �Learning about equality and  

cultural diversity
• Developing creative skills

www.littheatre.org
Orla O’Connor | info@littheatre.org

Drama / PSHE
In school
KS1 - KS2

Lit Theatre Company 
Storytelling and Arts Awards

http://www.littheatre.org
mailto:info%40littheatre.org?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design
• Maths
• PSHE
• STEM 

Offers for Schools: 
• Digital/Online workshops
• Education resources
• CPD / training 

Artforms: 
• Exhibition
• Festival / event
• Theatre / drama
• SEN-friendly

Cost: Free

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social skills
• Developing creative skills

Makers of  
Imaginary Worlds 
The Undiscovered Island  
Learning Resource Booklet
Makers of Imaginary Worlds design and make immersive 
experiences and sensory performances, installations and 
storytelling spaces for children from birth to ten years.

The Undiscovered Island is created 
especially for parents, primary school 
teachers and creative practitioners, 
supporting them to inspire children’s 
creative imaginations and connections 
to the natural world. Through the 
different creative projects, pupils 
invent and make their own imaginary 
island, applying sustainable creative 

practices that utilise the recycling 
and reuse of materials, writing an 
adventure story about the island and 
learning about the life cycle of corals 
and why they are colourful. There are 
useful cross-curricular links with the 
Key Stages 1 and 2 syllabi, including 
Art & Design, Design & Technology, 
Science, and Literacy.

www.makersofimaginaryworlds.co.uk/learning-resources
Roma Patel | roma@makersofimaginaryworlds.co.uk

Art & Design 
Resources
EYFS - KS2 
Free

http://www.makersofimaginaryworlds.co.uk/learning-resources
mailto:roma%40makersofimaginaryworlds.co.uk?subject=
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Transforming live music for young audiences, MishMash 
productions have been producing and touring award-
winning music-led performances since 2015.  Their work 
champions high quality programming for children and 
young people through productions, school residency 
programmes, training pathways for musicians, 
digital developments and advocacy projects.

www.mishmashproductions.co.uk
Liz Muge | liz@mishmashproductions.co.uk

Music
In School 
KS1-5 

MishMash 
Productions 
Associate School Live  
Music Programme

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Music

Offers for Schools:
• Education resources
• Visits into school 
• CPD / Training 

Artform:
• Music

Outcomes: 
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• �Careers/employability skills and 

opportunities
• Access to university, FE or HE
• Developing creative skills

MishMash Productions offer a 
package of opportunities for 
primary and secondary schools 
tailored to specific needs and 
interests. This could include one-off 
performances of current touring 
productions in school, regular live 

music across the school environment 
through the ensemble programme, 
performance projects for groups 
of students, young producer 
opportunities for individual students 
or small groups and resources 
packs and video podcasts.

http://www.mishmashproductions.co.uk
mailto:liz%40mishmashproductions.co.uk?subject=
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National Justice  
Museum
Schools Programme
The National Justice Museum delivers programmes for primary KS1 
and KS2, secondary schools, colleges and universities. They tell the 
story of law and order across five floors of diverse and intriguing 
exhibits in Nottingham’s former Shire Hall and County Gaol.

Students explore the 18th-century 
museum with a facilitator, 
experiencing real contemporary 
and historical mock trials in the 
authentic setting of the Museum’s 
two Victorian courtrooms, 
800-year-old prison, original 
Georgian cells, exercise yard 
and medieval dungeons. 

This inspirational educational 
visit encourages pupils to take on 
various courtroom roles in real 
courtrooms, with museum spaces 

and objects which help pupils 
gain a hands-on understanding of 
the law and justice. Nottingham’s 
cave system is also available 
for archaeological workshops. 

The museum also offers 
award winning anti-knife crime 
prevention workshops for key 
stage 2 upwards, specifically 
aimed at young people who 
are unlikely to have considered 
carrying a knife. Working 
in partnership with the Ben 

Kinsella Trust, Choices and 
Consequences teaches students 
about the consequences of 
carrying or being associated 
with those that carry, the law 
and the realities of prison life.

www.nationaljusticemuseum.org.uk
Jo Ayris | 0115 952 0555 | Learning@nationaljusticemuseum.org.uk

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Law/ Citizenship
• Drama
• English
• History
• PSHE
• �SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural 

development)

Offers for Schools: 
• Visit out of school 

Artforms: 
• Heritage
• Literature, reading and writing
• Museums
• Theatre / drama
• SEN-friendly
• �Safeguarding in place for vulnerable young 

people, e.g., Looked After Children

Session Length: Full day - 10am arrival

Cost: Full day visit £11 per pupil

Maximum Capacity:  120

Venue Accessibility:  

Location:
National Justice Museum
High Pavement
Nottingham
NG1 1HN
MAP REF  6

Citizenship
Out of school
KS1 - KS5

Outcomes: 
• Raised aspirations  

and attainment
• Careers/employability skills 

and opportunities
• Developing creative skills

• Sessions develop speaking,
listening and thinking skills

http://www.nationaljusticemuseum.org.uk
mailto:Learning%40nationaljusticemuseum.org.uk?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design
• Citizenship
• PSHE
• �SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social, 

Cultural development)
• Voice / Oracy

Offers for Schools: 
• Visits out of school
• �After-school Activity (off-site)
• �Training opportunity for young 

people 

Artforms: 
• Comedy
• Dance
• Exhibition
• Festival / Event 
• Film / digital art
• Heritage
• Music
• Outdoors
• Literature, reading and writing 
• Photography
• Theatre / Drama
• Visual art
• SEN-friendly
• �Safeguarding in place for 

vulnerable young people, eg 
Looked After Children

Session Length: Visits can last 
between 30 mins - 1hr, Tues to Fri.

Cost: Gallery tours are free.

New Art Exchange (NAE) is a ground-breaking, award-
winning and internationally recognised creative space in the 
heart of Hyson Green, Nottingham. They are dedicated to 
promoting excellence in culturally diverse contemporary arts 
through their exhibitions, events and engagement initiatives.

With a changing programme of 
exhibitions, public programmes and 
creative activities for families and 
young people, festival days and live 
performance, NAE is a fantastic place 
for teachers and pupils to visit.

Friendly and knowledgeable staff 
welcome groups with different needs 
and abilities and you can book a free 
exhibition tour (with at least 2 weeks 
notice).  

NAE produces the annual Nottingham 
Mela in September each year, the 
oldest Mela in the UK, and supports 
emerging artists and creative 
practitioners through a range of talent 
development programmes.  

www.nae.org.uk
0115 924 8630 | info@nae.org.uk

Art & Design
Out of school
EYFS  -  KS5 
Free 

New Art Exchange 
Gallery Visits

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing

• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social Skills

• Learning about equality and cultural diversity
• Careers/employability skills and opportunities

• Future study: access to university, FE or HE
• Global learning

• Community Engagement 

Maximum Capacity: 35 

Venue Accessibility:  

Location:
New Art Exchange
39-41 Gregory Boulevard
Nottingham
NG7 6BE
MAP REF 15

http://www.nae.org.uk
mailto:info%40nae.org.uk?subject=
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Noise Academy deliver creative workshops including DJing, 
music production and beatboxing. The sessions help students 
to engage at a social and emotional level, giving them 
the tools they need to reconnect with other parts of their 
lives. Tutors are all active within the music industry and are 
experienced in delivering sessions within schools, alternative 
provisions and pupil referral units across the UK, providing 
disengaged pupils with the opportunity to learn a new skill as 
well as gain accredited qualifications.

Noise Academy tutors also work in SEND and SEMH settings. 

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Music

Offers for Schools: 
• �Visit into school
• �After-school Activity (at school)
• �CPD / Training / Creative opportunity for 

teachers
• �Training opportunity for young people
• �Co-creation opportunity for limited no. of 

schools 

Artforms: 
• �Music

Session Length: 
1 hr – full day / Time: 9am-3pm

Cost: 
£150 - £200 plus VAT

Maximum Capacity: 
20 – 300 dependent on workshop choice

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social Skills
• �Learning about equality and cultural 

diversity 
• �Future work: careers/employability skills 

and opportunities
• Access to university, FE or HE 
• Global learning
• Developing creative skills

www.noiseacademy.co.uk
Joe Townsley | 0333 7890153 | info@noiseacademy.co.uk

Music 
In school
KS1  - KS5

Noise Academy 
DJ Lessons,  
Beatboxing Workshops 
The Beatbox Assembly 
Educating with Music Technology

http://www.noiseacademy.co.uk
mailto:info%40noiseacademy.co.uk?subject=
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Nonsuch Studios
Drama and Theatre-making 
workshops and CPD in-school  
or at Nonsuch Studios

Nonsuch Studios is Nottingham’s Independent Theatre,  
Creative Venue and Arts Charity based in Hockley.

At primary level, Nonsuch Studios 
are an Arts Award Good Practice 
Centre, running Discover in a Day 
and Explore. We also run custom 
arts, well-being and nurturing 
programmes to support the 
needs of pupils and embed the 
arts in the curriculum as part 
of a School Improvement Plan, 
teacher CPD or after-school 
drama programmes.  

 

Shows at Nonsuch Studios are 
perfect for those studying Drama 
at GCSE or ‘A’ Level, presenting 
the best new theatre. Nonsuch’s 
internationally trained performers 
and directors deliver workshops 
across the UK in key practitioners, 
style/genre and techniques 
for theatre-making technique, 
specialising in devising, physical 
theatre, European practice, clown 
& mask work. 

Nonsuch Studios are a 
Punchdrunk Enrichment partner, 
bringing their amazing teacher-
led adventures to Nottingham.

www.nonsuchstudios.co.uk
Caroline Rowland | caroline@wearenonsuch.com

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Citizenship  
• Drama  
• �Gatsby Benchmarks 
• Maths
• PSHE
• �SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural 

development)  
• �SHAPE (Social Sciences, Humanities & the 

Arts for People and the Economy) 
• Voice / Oracy 

Offers for Schools: 
• Digital/Online workshops   
• Visits out of school   
• Visits into school 
• After-school activities
• CPD/training for Teachers 
• Training for young people 
• Opportunities for Co-design 

Artforms: 
• Festival / event 
• Theatre / drama 
• SEN-friendly 
• �Safeguarding in place for vulnerable 

young people, e.g., Looked After Children

Session Length:
• Half day/ full day/ a week

Cost:
£75 per hr (flexible depending on funding)

Venue Accessibility:  

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social skills
• Learning about equality and cultural diversity
• �Careers/employability skills & opportunities
• Access to university, FE or HE
• Developing creative skills
• Community engagement  

Drama 
In School
Performances  
EYFS - KS5

Location:
Nonsuch Studios
92 Lower Parliament
Nottingham 
NG1 1EH�
MAP REF  8

http://www.nonsuchstudios.co.uk
mailto:caroline%40wearenonsuch.com?subject=
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Schools have an open invite to visit any of the many libraries 
across the city, with a wide variety of class visits for children 
of all ages. Teachers can arrange to take pupils for a book 
exchange visit or take part in one of the special library events, 
for example, Theatre in Libraries for schools, World Book Day 
events and Empathy Day. All schools are welcome to arrange  
a visit!

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design
• Drama
• English

Offers for Schools: 
• �Visits out of school
• CPD / training
• �Co-creation opportunities for limited 

number of schools 

Artforms: 
• �Literature, reading and writing

Venue Accessibility: 
Various/all Nottingham  
City Libraries

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations
• Social skills
• �Learning about equality  

and cultural diversity
• Developing creative skills
• Community engagement

www.nottinghamcitylibraries.co.uk
Sandra Edis | sandra.edis@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

English 
Out of school
EYFS - KS2 
Free 

Nottingham City 
Libraries 
Class Visits, Theatre for  
Schools and Events

http://www.nottinghamcitylibraries.co.uk
mailto:sandra.edis%40nottinghamcity.gov.uk?subject=
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www.nottinghamcastle.org.uk
Amanda Davison | 0115 876 1420
schools.programmes@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

History
Out of school
KS1 - KS4

Nottingham City  
Museums & Galleries 
Nottingham Castle 
Self-led visits and Workshops

Explore Nottingham’s world-class art collection, rich history and 
learn more about Nottinghamshire’s hero, Robin Hood. Discover 
the adventure playground, Hood’s Hideout, the Robin Hood 
Adventures and a programme of Temporary Exhibitions. 

Schools and educational groups will be able to experience a 
growing range of workshops and self-led visits.

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design
• Citizenship
• Drama
• English
• History
• PSHE

Offers for Schools: 
• Education resources
• Visit out of school

Artforms: 
• Heritage
• Museums

Venue Accessibility:  

Location:
Nottingham Castle
Lenton Road
Nottingham
NG1 6EL
MAP REF  4

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing 

• Social Skills
• Learning about equality and cultural diversity

• Developing creative skills 

http://www.nottinghamcastle.org.uk
mailto:schools.programmes%40nottinghamcity.gov.uk?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus:  
• Art & Design 
• English
• History
• STEM 

Offers for Schools 
• Trip out of school
• CPD

Artforms: 
• Exhibition
• Heritage
• Literature, reading and writing
• Museums
• Outdoors
• Tour
• Visual art
• SEN-friendly
• �Safeguarding in place for vulnerable young 

people, e.g., Looked After Children

Cost: Core sessions: £6 - £10 per child. 
Some funded projects are free. 

Times: 10.30am-12noon or 1pm-2.30pm

Accessibility:

Location:
Newstead Abbey
Ravenshead
NG15 8NA 

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Developing creative skills

Nottingham City  
Museums & Galleries
Newstead Abbey:  
Victorian workshops, Literacy workshops,  
GCSE Study Day 

Newstead Abbey offers exciting, inspiring and engaging sessions using original 
artefacts from the collections, led by experienced learning facilitators including 
historians, writers, artists and coders.

Pupils can travel back in time to 
the Victorian home of the Webb 
family to find out about the lives 
of the children and servants who 
lived at Newstead, experience a 
Victorian school day, explore toys 
from the past or take part in a 
magical Victorian Christmas.  

The Abbey offers workshops to 
develop literacy through writing, 
literacy and poetry, incorporating 
creative and descriptive writing, 
writing characters and writing 
for different audiences, all 
using original artefacts from 
the beautiful historic site and 
collections. 

GCSE English study days led by 
a team of specialists are also 
available. Newstead is a ‘Learning 
Outside the Classroom’ provider.

www.newsteadabbey.org.uk/learn
Amanda Davison | 0115 876 1420
schools.programmes@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

History
Out of school
KS1 -  KS5

http://www.newsteadabbey.org.uk/learn
mailto:schools.programmes%40nottinghamcity.gov.uk?subject=
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Wollaton Hall offers inspiring and 
engaging curriculum-linked sessions 
supporting CREST Award and Arts 
Award criteria. Led by experienced 
learning facilitators including 
historians, writers, artists and 
scientists, workshops take place 
in unique locations around the site 
and use original artefacts from the 
collections.

Primary schools can experience 
a Tudor day in the Great Hall and 
Tudor Kitchens, explore the beautiful 
grounds in outdoor science and 
ecology sessions including pond 
dipping, mini beasts, boggart 

making and environmental art, find 
out about Mary Anning and Darwin 
in the fossil and evolution session or 
join for a Stone Age Session in the 
Walled Garden.

Ecology field trips, prehistory study 
days and sessions on evolution, 
art and ecology as well as one-
off science events and talks with 
professional scientists are available 
for secondary and A-level students.

All schools can borrow a box of 10 
and 20 objects from the Access 
Artefacts handling collection, with 
supporting information, planned 
activities and a fact sheet. With over 

11,000 objects, Access Artefacts is 
one of the most comprehensive 
heritage and educational services 
available in the country, enabling 
schools to explore a huge range 
of themes including social history, 
archaeology, geology, industrial 
history and natural sciences. 

‘Nottingham’s Legacy of Slavery’ 
is a digital resource for teachers, 
illuminating and exploring 
prominent local places and people 
connected to the transatlantic slave 
economy, including Robert Smith, 
Eric Irons and George Africanus. 

www.wollatonhall.org.uk/learn
Amanda Davison | 0115 876 1420
schools.programmes@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

History
Out  of school
EYFS -  KS5

Nottingham City  
Museums & Galleries 
Wollaton Hall: 
Tudor Day, Science and Ecology, Access 
Artefacts, Nottingham’s Legacy of Slavery

Outcomes: 
• �Improved mental health and wellbeing  
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Careers/employability skills and opportunities
• Developing creative skills 

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design
• English
• History
• STEM (Science, Technology,  
  Engineering, Mathematics)

Offers for Schools: 
• Visits out of school
• CPD 

Artforms: 
• Heritage
• �Literature, reading and writing
• Museums
• Outdoors
• Tour
• Visual art

Times:
10.30am-12noon or  
1pm-2.30pm 

Cost:  Core sessions: £6 - £10 per child. 
Some funded projects are free. 

Maximum Capacity: 35

Venue Accessibility:  

Location:
Wollaton Hall
Wollaton Road
Nottingham
NG8 2AD
MAP REF  16

http://www.wollatonhall.org.uk/learn
mailto:schools.programmes%40nottinghamcity.gov.uk?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• English

Offers for Schools: 
• Digital/Online workshops
• Visit out of school
• Visits into school
• After-school activities (off-site)
• CPD / Training for young people
• Opportunities for co-design

Artform: 
• Literature, reading and writing

Cost:  Variable

Maximum Capacity:  30

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised attainment
• �Learning about equality and cultural 

diversity
• Global learning
• Developing creative skills
• Community engagement

Nottingham  
City of Literature
Building better futures with  
words. Reading and creative  
writing programmes
Nottingham is a UNESCO City of Literature. Nottingham City 
of Literature aims to encourage everyone to read and write 
their way to a better life. They have programmes that are 
designed for 14-25 year olds across Nottinghamshire. They 
host events, develop programmes, and work in partnerships 
with schools, libraries, young people and communities to 
encourage everyone to discover the sheer creative joy and 
life-changing power of reading and writing. 

The Young Voices Amplified 
programme aims to engage with Year 
9 students in schools through creative 
writing workshops with writers.  

Big City Reads is a summer reading 
campaign where books are distributed 
around the city to encourage young 
people to read for pleasure. 

www.nottinghamcityofliterature.com
contactus@nottmcityoflit.org 

English
Resources 
KS3 -  KS4

http://www.nottinghamcityofliterature.com
mailto:contactus%40nottmcityoflit.org?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design 
• Drama 
• English 
• Geography 
• History 
• PSHE 
• SMSC 
• STEM 

Offers for Schools:
• Digital/Online workshops 
• Education resources 
• Visits out
• Visits in 
• After-school activities 
• CPD / Training for young people 
• Opportunities for co-design 

Artforms:
• Exhibition 
• Film / digital art 
• Visual art 
• SEN-friendly 
• �Safeguarding in place for vulnerable 

young people 

Session Length: Half day  
Costs: Free, apart from the Artist 
Workshops, £150 for a class of 30 or £250 
for 2 classes

Maximum Capacity: 60 

Venue Accessibility: 

Nottingham 
Contemporary
Artist Experience Workshops  
and VR Exhibitions,  
Free Resources and Free CPD

Nottingham Contemporary has a changing exhibition programme with unique 
and immersive gallery spaces for schools to explore, sparking imaginations, 
encouraging conversations and creative and critical thinking and offering 
exciting routes into subjects that extend far beyond the study of art itself.

Nottingham Contemporary’s 
artist experience workshops with 
Associate Artists support schools 
to experience the galleries, 
responding to ideas and themes 
through discussion and hands-
on making. Connecting students 
to the exhibitions, free artist-
created resource boxes are full 
of ideas and activities to support 

learning. The Contemporary 
team will help you plan your free 
visit and make best use of the 
resources. In addition, schools can 
make a virtual 360-degree visit 
to current and past exhibitions, 
connecting students through 
discussion and making, with 
accompanying resources. 

Each exhibition includes special 
CPD events for teachers and 
tutors, who can take part in 
creative activities with artists 
and discuss ideas for the 
classroom. Teachers also can 
book a conversation with the 
Contemporary team to share 
ideas for a creative curriculum. 

www.nottinghamcontemporary.org
Sandra Austerfield | 0115 948 9750
learn@nottinghamcontemporary.org 

Art & Design
Out of School 
Resources
EYFS  - KS5
Free entry

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing 
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social skills
• Learning about equality and cultural diversity
• Careers/employability skills
• Future study: access to university, FE or HE
• Global learning
• Developing Creative Skills 

Location
Nottingham 
Contemporary 
Weekday Cross 
Nottingham 
NG1 2GB
MAP REF  5

http://www.nottinghamcontemporary.org
mailto:learn%40nottinghamcontemporary.org?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Gatsby Benchmarks 
• STEM 

Offers for Schools: 
• Digital/Online workshop
• Visit into school
• After-school Activities

Artform: 
• Festival / event
• Science

Cost: 
Free

Outcomes: 
• Raised aspirations
• Raised attainment
• Careers/employability skills
• �Future study: access to university,  

FE or HE
• Global learning
• Developing creative skills

This Festival takes place each year in February, providing 
ways of dynamising the STEM curriculum. There is an exciting 
schools’ programme, which includes pairing schools with 
scientists to lead activities: schools just need to get in touch 
to get involved. Pupils can also develop their knowledge and 
skills by taking part in the Real Science in Schools Symposium 
at Nottingham Council House, sharing the science they have 
been exploring with their science-loving peers from schools 
across the city.

www.nottsfosac.co.uk
Megan Shore | 07942 286619 | megan@ignitefutures.org.uk

STEM
In / out of school
KS1 - KS5
Free 

Nottingham Festival 
of Science and 
Curiosity 
Nottingham Festival of 
Science and Curiosity

http://www.nottsfosac.co.uk
mailto:megan%40ignitefutures.org.uk?subject=
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Nottingham  
Music Hub
Making Music Make  
a Difference 

Nottingham’s Music Hub’s vision is to provide a world-class 
music education for all young people, supporting them to 
become their very best.  

At primary level, Nottingham Music 
Hub offers whole-class ensemble 
teaching for Year 4 with optional 
follow-on lessons for Years 5 and 6, as 
well as peripatetic one-to-one or small 
group instrumental lessons. Secondary 
school pupils can take part in one-
to-one and small group instrumental 
lessons. Beginner orchestral groups 

are open to young people in years 
5 and 6 in city schools which have a 
Nottingham Music Hub Whole Class 
Ensemble or In Harmony programme. 

Nottingham Music Hub also collaborate 
with schools to provide a wide variety 
of performance opportunities, including 
Christmas in the City, Sing City and the 
Great Orchestra Experiment. 

www.nottinghammusichub.org.uk
info@nottinghammusichub.org.uk

Music
In School 
KS2 -KS5 

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Music

Offers for Schools: 
• Education resources
• Visit into school
• CPD / Training 

Artform: 
• Music

Time:
• During the school day

Fees: 
• Variable 

Outcomes: 
• �Improved mental health  

and wellbeing
• �Raised aspirations
• �Raised attainment
• �Social Skills 
• �Developing creative skills
• �Learning about equality and  

cultural diversity
• �Community engagement 

http://www.nottinghammusichub.org.uk
mailto:info%40nottinghammusichub.org.uk?subject=
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See what it’s like behind the scenes! Led by a member of the Playhouse Participation 
Team, during backstage tours, students hear from professionals about what they 
do day-to-day and how their role contributes towards productions. Students 
see the paint shop, wardrobe and props department, as well as what it’s like 
to be on the main stage, with time for questions and answers at the end.

A variety of fun and engaging 
workshops, delivered at your 
school or at Nottingham Playhouse, 
are available all year round. Run 
by highly experienced practitioners, 
workshops on physical theatre, 
devising theatre, improvisation, 
and performing Shakespeare can 
be tailored to suit all abilities.

Schools Massive is a unique 
large-scale performance and 
CPD opportunity for Nottingham 
Schools to bring a class of KS2 
or KS3 children to perform on 
the main stage at Nottingham 
Playhouse. 30 children from each 
school work with their teacher 
and Playhouse practitioners to 
prepare and perform a scene 
from a Shakespeare play of their 
choice for a live audience.

Each year, Nottingham Playhouse 
offers a week of intensive work 
experience for young people in 
school years 10-12. It’s a great 
chance to find out how a producing 
theatre works and to highlight 
the many career opportunities 
in producing and making shows. 
The week usually includes 
practical work with lighting and 
sound, marketing, wardrobe, 
props and digital departments.

Subject or Curriculum Focus:
• �Drama
• �English
• �PSHE
• �SMSC

Offers for Schools:
• �Visits out of school
• �Visits into school
• �Digital/Online resources
• �CPD / Training for young people
• �Opportunities for co-design

Artform:
• �Theatre / drama

SEN-friendly
• �Safeguarding in place for vulnerable 

young people, e.g., Looked After Children

Session Lengths: variable

Cost: variable

Maximum capacities: variable

Venue Accessibility: 

Location
Nottingham Playhouse
Wellington Circus
Nottingham
NG1 5AF
MAP REF  2 www.nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk 

Tia Elvidge | tiae@nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk
0115 941 9419 | participation@nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk

Drama
Out of school
KS2 -KS5

Nottingham 
Playhouse 
Backstage Tours, Workshops, 
Schools Massive, Work Experience

Outcomes:
• �Raised aspirations and attainment
• �Social Skills
• �Developing creative skills
• �Improved mental health and wellbeing 
• �Community engagement 
• �Careers/employability skills
• �Understand roles in the arts sector
• �Future study: access to university, FE or HE

http://www.nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk
mailto:tiae%40nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk?subject=
mailto:participation%40nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• English
• PSHE

Offers for Schools: 
• Education resources 
• Workshops 

Artform: 
• Literature, reading and writing
• Visual art
• SEN-friendly

Time: 
9:30-3pm

Costs: 
£100 per session

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• �Learning about equality 

and cultural diversity 
• Developing creative skills

Positive Pants helps children to flourish and overcome 
everyday obstacles by guiding them to recognise, 
understand and acknowledge their emotions through 
creative activities.

The programme introduces 
engaging, hands-on activities 
to demonstrate easy-to-use 
techniques that can be applied 
in everyday life to encourage a 
positive mindset. Sessions develop 
emotional literacy and create 
healthy habits to start the day in 

a positive way. Activities include 
storytelling, creative activities, 
mindfulness and movement. 
Schools’ visits include author 
visits, workshops and assemblies 
to classes, or 1:1 Positive Mindset 
Intervention.

www.positivepants.co.uk
Claire Clements | 07709 439280 | Claire@positivepants.co.uk

PSHE 
Workshops
EYFS - KS2 

Positive Pants
Positive Mindset Programme

http://www.positivepants.co.uk
mailto:Claire%40positivepants.co.uk?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Citizenship
• English
• SMSC 
• STEM 
• Voice/ Oracy

Offers for Schools: 
• Digital/Online workshop
• Visit into school
• �Training opportunity for young 

people
• Opportunities for co-design

Artform: 
• Film / digital art
• Community Organising and 
  democracy

Session Length:
• 1hr (6 weeks),  
Tailored depending on school 
outcomes set.

Costs: Price on application 

Maximum Capacity: 12

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and 
  wellbeing
• Raised aspirations
• Social Skills
• �Learning about equality and cultural 

diversity
• Careers/employability skills and  
  opportunities
• Developing creative skills
• Community engagement

Positively  
Empowered Kids
Youth Voice in Action Digital 
Democracy Initiative

Positively Empowered Kids is dedicated to early intervention 
and prevention of mental ill health in children. The Youth 
Voice in Action Digital Democracy Initiative empowers young 
people to express views on the things that matter to them 
most, rate ideas, create priorities and form working groups. 
They become change-makers within their schools and 
communities through this digital democracy, community-
organising platform. 

The fee includes a 12-month licence 
to use the platform and a 6-week 
lead team training programme for a 
whole school delivery model, including 
Democracy in Action sessions. Funded 
opportunities may be available.

Positively Empowered Kids also offer 
a wide range of resilience, mindset, 
exam and self-esteem workshops & 
programmes from KS1-KS4, and staff 
& parent workshops, alongside mental 
health events for families.

www.positivelyempoweredkids.co.uk
Jackie Wilson | 07982 246072 - Claire Clements | 07709 439280
pekcic@gmail.com

PSHE
Workshops
KS2- 5

http://www.positivelyempoweredkids.co.uk
mailto:pekcic%40gmail.com?subject=
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Primary is an artist-led contemporary visual arts organisation 
who have transformed a disused school in Radford into a 
cultural resource. They offer bespoke creative workshops 
for children and young people across a range of visual arts 
activities, working with a network of over 40 experienced 
resident artists who can develop sessions for schools. 

With an ever-growing garden and 
the award-winning Small Food Baker, 
Primary have a free programme of 
exhibitions and events which are open 
to everyone. They offer studio tours to 
see the spaces where artists work as 
well as visits to current exhibitions.

Passionate about youth voice, 
their ‘Build Create Play’ project has 
involved running regular creative 
sessions with local children and 
families in Radford to share ideas 
and create a new public artwork 
for the Ronald Street playground.

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Art & Design
• Citizenship
• History
• SMSC 

Offers for Schools: 
• Visits out of school
• Visits into school
• Opportunities for co-design

Artform: 
• Visual art

Maximum Capacity: 30

Location
Primary
33 Seely Road
Nottingham
NG7 1NU
MAP REF  14

Outcomes: 
• Improved mental health and wellbeing
• Raised aspirations
• Social skills
• �Future study: access to university,  

FE or HE
• Developing creative skills
• Community engagement
 

www.weareprimary.org
Rebecca Beinart | rebecca@weareprimary.org

Visual Art
Out of school
KS1-KS5

Primary 
Studio visits and  
creative workshops

Build Create Play. Photo - Ismail Khokon

http://www.weareprimary.org
mailto:rebecca%40weareprimary.org?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Citizenship
• English
• Pupil Voice

Offers for Schools: 
• Digital/Online workshop
• Education resources
• Visits out of school

Artforms: 
• Film / digital art
• Literature, reading and writing
• Theatre / drama
• Visual art

Cost: 
Free.  There may need to be a charge 
in future years.  
 
Accessibility:
Closed captions

Outcomes: 
• Raised aspirations and attainment
• Social Skills 
• �Careers/employability skills and 

opportunities
• Local and Global learning
• Developing creative skills
• Community Engagement

  

Primary Parliament
Exploring and learning at   
The Council House

Primary Parliament is a termly opportunity for pupil 
representatives from primary schools across Nottingham City 
to come together and have their voices heard. 

Pupils explore a wide range of global 
and local issues that matter to them 
and to their futures and their creativity 
and ideas are facilitated by cultural 
and educational organisations 
researchers and specialists. Primary 
Parliament is all about children’s 
voices and the upmost emphasis is 
placed on collaboration, creativity and 
communication.  
 

Taking place over two days each 
term, schools are invited to bring 
four KS2 pupils to Nottingham 
Council House. There is also an online 
morning for children attending special 
schools. Each term pupils take on a 
different theme: Autumn is ‘Learning 
and Earning’, Spring is ‘Safe, Positive 
& Smart Communities’ and Summer is 
‘Healthy, Creative You’. 

.

www.ignitefutures.org.uk/primary-parliament
Megan Shore | megan@ignitefutures.org.uk

Citizenship
Out of school
KS2
Free 
  

http://www.ignitefutures.org.uk/primary-parliament
mailto:megan%40ignitefutures.org.uk?subject=
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Squire Performing  
Arts Centre
Technical Theatre Workshops
Squire Performing Arts Centre is an exciting and 
ambitious new theatre in Nottingham. As part of 
our vision to nurture and develop artistic talent, 
we are now offering Technical Theatre workshops 
for young people in Key Stages 4 and 5.

Workshops can be tailored to the 
needs of the teacher and their 
curriculum planning. Technicians 
are experienced and DBS checked. 

Technical Theatre Workshops will 
provide young people with the 
skills and knowledge to develop 

a greater understanding of 
sound and lighting, enhancing 
and widening their knowledge 
of theatre production.

www.squirepac.co.uk
Anita Bush | info@squirepac.co.uk 

Subject or Curriculum focus: 
• Drama 

Offers for Schools:
• Workshops
• Visit to school or at Squire PAC
• During or after school activity

Artform:
• Theatre sound and lighting 

Cost: 
Dependent on activity and  
needs of school

Location
Squire PAC
Arboretum St
Nottingham
NG1 4JB
MAP REF  19

Outcomes:  
• Raised aspirations
• �Future work: careers/employability 

skills and opportunities
• Developing creative skills

Drama
Out of school 
KS4 - KS5

http://www.squirepac.co.uk
mailto:info%40squirepac.co.uk?subject=
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With an exciting programme of plays, musical 
theatre, music and comedy, the Theatre Royal 
and Concert Hall Nottingham are leaders in arts 
and entertainment in the East Midlands.

They offer half-day primary school 
visits which tell the story of how the 
Theatre Royal was designed and 
built in the Victorian times, as well 
as the social history of theatregoing. 
Children learn specific theatre 
design terminology before getting 
the chance to design their very 
own theatres in a craft workshop. 

The programme has been designed 
with key areas of the curriculum 
in mind (History/Art/English), 
using the theatre buildings and 
archive to tell stories of the past. 
The workshop also highlights the 
theatre’s local significance today as 
a landmark and working arts venue.

Subject or Curriculum Focus:  
• History 
• Art & Design 
• English

Offers for Schools: 
• Visit out of school 

Artforms:
• Literature, Reading and Writing 
• Heritage
• Theatre / drama
• Tour
• SEN-friendly

Session Length: Half day

Time: 10:30am start

Cost: 
Please contact the theatre

Maximum Capacity: 30

Location: 
Theatre Square 
Nottingham  
NG1 5ND 
MAP REF 3

www.trch.co.uk
Georgina Donohue | georgina.donohue@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

History
Out of school 
KS1 - KS2

Theatre Royal and  
Concert Hall 
Nottingham
Discover Your Theatre

Outcomes: 
� • Improved mental health 

and wellbeing
�• Raised aspirations and attainment 
� • Social skills
� • Learning about equality and  

cultural diversity
� • Future work: careersemployability 

skills and opportunities
� • Developing creative skills 

http://www.trch.co.uk
mailto:georgina.donohue%40nottinghamcity.gov.uk?subject=
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Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Dance

Offers for Schools: 
• CPD / Training for young people 
• In school workshops 

Artform: 
• Dance

Session Length: 
Half day / Full Day

Time: 
Any time

Cost: 
Half day £225 per session
Full day £300

Maximum Capacity: 
Teacher CPD - 16 to 20
Students - 30

Outcomes: 
• Improved dance & movement skills
• Increased rhythm & coordination
• Increased ability to physically express 
  with confidence
• Improved creative skills
• Increased health and wellbeing
• Improved teamwork, trust and collaboration
• Raised aspirations
• Improvement in social skills

Tom Dale Company
Dance and Creative 
Movement CPD and 
Workshops for Young People

Tom Dale Company create world-class, contemporary performance 
with dance and choreography at its core. By combining dance, 
electronic music and the digital arts, TDC is a leader in the field, 
producing work which is bold, exciting and constantly evolving.

Tom Dale Co. deliver exceptional 
award-winning participatory 
activities for young people, 
centred around dance, 
choreography and the digital 
arts. They create uplifting, 
engaging and informative 
workshops led by professional 
contemporary dancers, 

incorporating technical and 
creative elements and creating 
an environment where young 
people can flourish, be challenged 
and express themselves 
confidently through movement. 

Their Dance and Creative 
Movement CPD workshops are 
designed to empower teachers,  

providing an opportunity to 
develop new technical and 
creative skills in a supportive 
and engaging environment. 
Teachers will leave the workshop 
with a PDF resource pack, and 
tools, tips and techniques to 
plan their own dance classes 
with confidence and creativity.

www.tomdale.org.uk
Sophie Thorpe | 07867526061 | sophie@tomdale.org.uk

Dance 
In school 
EYFS -  KS5 

http://www.tomdale.org.uk
mailto:sophie%40tomdale.org.uk?subject=
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A team of staff and students at the University of Nottingham 
provide free on-campus and in-school education workshops 
and resources for eligible ‘Widening Participation’ schools. 

www.nottingham.ac.uk/manuscriptsandspecialcollections 
Charlotte May | Stephanie Tristram   
HeritageLearning@nottingham.ac.uk

History 
Workshops
KS1 - KS2  
Free

University of  
Nottingham
Heritage Learning Programme  

Using historic collections, facilities, 
and expertise from the University’s 
Museum of Archaeology and 
Manuscripts and Special Collections, 
your school can benefit from 
inspiring learning opportunities 
for Key Stage 1 and 2 pupils, from 
millions of collection items that the 
University cares for and researches. 

Schools are encouraged to use public 
transport when possible and UoN 
work with NET to cover transport 
costs. 

 

There are a range of subjects they 
support for the Key Stage 1 and 2 
National Curriculum, including: 

• Romans  
• Florence Nightingale  
• World War One  
• Local History 
• Writing History 

Bespoke sessions can be developed 
using historic maps and sources that 
reflect the area of your School. 

Subjects in development include: 
• Vikings  
• Saxons  
• Made in Nottingham:  
  Lace, Industry, Mining  
• History of Medicine  
• Childhood Through Time  
• Castles and Caves  
• Rebellion and Reform 
• Heritage Map of Nottingham city 
  centre 

  

Outcomes: 
• Raised aspirations and attainment 
• Future work: careers/employability  
  skills and opportunities
• Future study: access to  
  university, FE or HE

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• History  
• English  
• Geography 
 
Offers for Schools:  
• Education Resources 
• Visit out of school  
 
Cost: Free for ‘Widening Participation’ 
schools. Email to check your eligibility.  
Tram costs can be covered. 
 
Artform  
• Heritage 
• Literature, Reading and Writing 

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/manuscriptsandspecialcollections
mailto:HeritageLearning%40nottingham.ac.uk?subject=
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Writing East Midlands
Creative Writing Workshops, 
School Writers in Residence 
and Celebrations
Writing East Midlands engages children and young people in 
creative writing projects and experiences. 

They inspire and support young  
people from all backgrounds and age 
groups, with a love of creative writing. 
Through it’s creative programmes, 
young voices are engaged, developed 
and celebrated in positive and  
inspiring ways. 

They offer a wide range of services to 
educational settings across the region, 
including writer residencies in schools, 
creative writing projects, Arts Awards 
in creative writing led by authors, 
playwrights and poets, National Writing 
Day and National Poetry Day Activities, 
Summer Schools, CPD creative 
writing programmes for teachers and 
competitions between schools.

www.writingeastmidlands.co.uk
Sian Tower 07788 756856 | education@writingeastmidlands.co.uk  

English
Resources / 
Workshops
KS2 - KS5

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• Citizenship
• Drama
• English
• �SHAPE (Social Sciences Humanities 

& the Arts for People and the 
Economy)

• �Voice / Oracy

Offers for Schools: 
• Digital/Online workshop
• Education resources
• After-school Activity (at school)
• �CPD / Training / Creative 

opportunity for teachers
• �Co-creation opportunity for 
  limited no. of schools 

Artforms: 
• �Festival / event
• �Literature, reading and writing

Costs: Variable

Maximum Capacity: 100

Outcomes: 
• �Improved mental health and 

wellbeing
• �Raised aspirations and attainment
• �Social Skills
• �Learning about equality and cultural 

diversity
• �Developing creative skills
• �Community engagement

http://www.writingeastmidlands.co.uk
mailto:education%40writingeastmidlands.co.uk%20?subject=
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Established in 2009, the Young Creatives Awards aim 
to nurture and support the next generation of writers, 
musicians, designers, performers and thinkers. Developing 
and celebrating the creative talent of young people 
between the ages of 11 and 24 who live, work and study 
in Nottingham, the awards encourage participation 
in Dance, Digital Media, Creative Writing, Design, 
Visual Art, Fashion, Music, Film and Photography. 

The awards are open for entries 
between January and April every 
year. Teachers have played a crucial 
role in encouraging and supporting 
pupils to enter, creating opportunities 
for their students to showcase their 
work and be recognised as Young 

Creatives. As part of their role in 
nurturing creative talent, Young 
Creatives works with creative partners 
across cultural, education and 
commercial sectors to facilitate work 
placements and learning, training and 
mentoring opportunities for winners. 

Subject or Curriculum Focus: 
• �Art & Design
• �English
• �Voice / Oracy
• �Film / Media

Offers for Schools:
• �Visits into school
• �Digital / Online resources
• �CPD / Training for young people
• �Opportunities for Co-design

Artforms:
• �Art & Design
• �Creative Writing
• Dance
• �Digital media
• �Film
• �Music
• �Photography
• �Theatre / drama

Outcomes: 
• �Improved mental health and wellbeing
• �Raised aspirations
• �Social skills
• �Future work: careers/employability 

skills and opportunities
• �Developing creative skills

www.youngcreativeawards.org
info@youngcreativeawards.org

Art & Design 
In School 
KS3 - KS5 

Young Creatives 
Nottingham
Young Creative Awards

http://www.youngcreativeawards.org
mailto:info%40youngcreativeawards.org?subject=


www.challengenottingham.co.uk/cultural-rucksack 102Cultural Rucksack101

William Booth  
Birthplace Museum
Schools Programme
Travel back in time to 1829 to discover the young man 
who became Nottingham’s most famous preacher and 
social welfare reformer, helping to found an international 
movement working in 128 countries today. The William Booth 
Birthplace Museum is dedicated to telling the story of William 
Booth, his wife Catherine, their family and their role in forming 
The Salvation Army.

The William Booth Birthplace Museum is open by 
appointment only, generally Tuesday-Thursday, 10am-4pm.

www.salvationarmy.org.uk/william-booth-birthplace-museum
Julie Obermeyer | 0115 979 3464 
julie.obermeyer@salvationarmy.org.uk

Subject or Curriculum Focus
• Citizenship
• History
• SMSC
• RE 

Offer for schools:
• �Visit out of schools (by prior 

appointment only)

Artforms:
• Exhibition
• Heritage
• Literature, reading and writing
• Museums

Costs: variable 

Session Length: Half day

Venue Accessibility 

Location
14 Notintone Place
Sneinton
Nottingham 
NG2 4QG
MAP REF 20

Outcomes:
• Raised aspirations
• �Future work: careers/employability 

skills and opportunities

RE
Out of school
KS1

http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/william-booth-birthplace-museum
mailto:julie.obermeyer%40salvationarmy.org.uk?subject=
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Nottingham City Centre

1   
�Nottingham Music Hub  P77 
Litehouse  
Crocus Street  
NG2 3DP 

2   
�Nottingham Playhouse  P79 
Wellington Circus  
NG1 5AF 

3  
�Nottingham Theatre Royal  P91 
Theatre Square  
NG1 5ND 

4   
�Nottingham Castle  P65 
Lenton Road  
NG1 6EL 

5   
�Nottingham  
Contemporary  P73 
Weekday Cross  
NG1 2GB

6   
�National Justice Museum  P55 
High Pavement  
NG1 1HN

7   
�Broadway Cinema  P23 
14-18 Broad Street  
NG1 3AL

8   
�Nonsuch  P61 
92 Lower Parliament Street  
NG1 1EH

9   
�City Arts  P25 
11-13 Hockley  
NG1 1FH

10   
�Backlit  P15 
Alfred House  
Ashley Street  
NG3 1JG

11   
�Tom Dale Company  P93 
Space 2  
2 Dakeyne Street  
NG3 2AR

12   
�Fabric  P37 
iC4C  
2 Dakeyne Street  
NG3 2AR

13   
�Green’s Mill  P43 
Windmill Lane  
Sneinton  
NG2 4QB

14   
�Primary  P85 
33 Seely Road  
NG7 1NU

15   
�New Art Exchange  P57 
39-41 Gregory Boulevard  
NG7 6BE

16   
�Wollaton Hall  P69 
Wollaton Road  
NG8 2AE 

17   
�Lakeside Arts  P47 
University Park  
NG7 2RD 
 
Bonington Gallery  P19 
Nottingham Trent University 
Bonington building 
Dryden Street  
NG1 4GG 
 
Squire PAC  P89 
Arboretum St 
Nottingham 
NG1 4JB 
 
William Booth Birthplace 
Museum  P101 
14 Notintone Place 
Sneinton 
NG2 4QG 

18

19

20

20

19

18
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Basford Sherwood

Mapperley

St Ann’s

Dales

Meadows

Castle

Radford

Hyson Green
& Arboretum

Wollaton West

Lenton &
Wollaton East

Clifton
West

Clifton
East

Berridge

Bilborough Leen Valley

Aspley

Bulwell
Bulwell
Forest Bestwood

Consider how you can use 
explorations of your local 
area to encourage creativity 
and curiosity within your 
pupils.  
.  
How do you engage with 
Nottingham’s landmarks, 
stories, people and places? 

Provider Offer Curriculum 
Link Expectation EY

FS Yr
1

Yr
2

Yr
3

Yr
4

Yr
5

Yr
6

Yr
7

Yr
8

Yr
9

Yr
10

Yr
11

Yr
12

Yr
13

Nottingham City Libraries Class Visits, Theatre for 
Schools, World Book Day

Reading and 
creative writing

Visit a library

First Story Young Writers programme Write a Story and  
publish/display

Lakeside Arts The Tempest Schools 
Resource Study a writer in depth

Wollaton Hall Wild Woods writing Write a story/prose  
or poem

Newstead Abbey
GCSE Study Days

Study a writer in depth
Literacy Workshops

Writing East Midlands Creative Writing Projects Meet an author

Nottingham Comtemporary Better Books Explore issues of race  
and gender

UNESCO City of Literature
Young Voices Amplified Meet an author

Building a Better Future with 
Words

Write a story/prose  
or poem

Makers of  
Imaginary Worlds

Thingamabobas Education 
Resource Booklet

Art and Design

Use sustainable creative  
art practices

The Undiscovered Island - 
Resource booklet

Use sustainable creative  
art practices

Primary Studio visits and creative 
workshops

Meet and work with  
a creative artist

Lakeside Arts Creative learning with 
exhibitions or installations

Visit a Gallery, create  
an artistic image

New Art Exchange Gallery Tour Visit an Art Gallery

Nottingham Contemporary

Artist Experience Workshops, 
CPD and Resources Meet a creative artist

Make us your Classroom Create an artistic image

Exhibitions in VR

Bonington Gallery Exhibition Programme Visit an Art Gallery

Young Creatives Award Young Creatives Award Creative Display and 
performance

Backlit Gallery and Artistic 
programmes

Visit a Gallery, Create  
an artistic image

 Progressive Curriculum Expectation
Provider Offer Curriculum 

Link Expectation EY
FS Yr
1

Yr
2

Yr
3

Yr
4

Yr
5

Yr
6

Yr
7

Yr
8

Yr
9

Yr
10

Yr
11

Yr
12

Yr
13

BeatFeet Drumming and Dance 
Workshops

Music

Play a Musical Instrument 
and play with others

DCP Drums Drumming Workshops Play a Musical Instrument 
and play with others

Noise Academy DJ lessons, music 
technology and beat box Create Music 

Mish Mash Productions Music projects for  
young people

Experience a professional 
performance

Freedom Foundation Motivational Mornings Explore self through  
the Arts

Nottingham Music Hub. 
Making Music Make a 
Difference

Whole Class Ensemble Play a Musical Instrument 
and play with others

Young Voices Play a Musical Instrument 
and play with others

Area Band Sing in a group or Choir

Robin Hood Youth Orchestra Play a Musical Instrument 
and play with others

One-to-One Tuition Engage in an art  
form in depth

Anansi Theatre Company Anansi Story Workshops

Drama  
and Film

Take part in formal role play

Nonsuch Drama and Theatre 
workshops and CPD Take part in formal role play

Theatre Royal Pantomine Watch a public performance

Lakeside Arts Performances on tour Watch a performance 

Lit Theatre Big World Transition 
programme Take part in formal role play

Dragon's Breath Victorian Immersive Drama 
based at Papplewick Take part in formal role play

Squire Performing Arts Technical Theatre 
Workshops Take part in formal role play

Nottingham Playhouse

Back stage tours Discover the  
Creative Industries

Workshops Meet a professional actor

Schools Massive Take part in formal role play

Work experience Discover the  
Creative Industries 

Where  
are you
based?

“The aim of education 
is to enable students to 
understand the world 
around them and the 
talents within them so 
they can become fulfilled 
individuals and active, 
compassionate citizens.” 
             Ken Robinson  
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Provider Offer Curriculum 
Link Expectation EY

FS Yr
1

Yr
2

Yr
3

Yr
4

Yr
5

Yr
6

Yr
7

Yr
8

Yr
9

Yr
10

Yr
11

Yr
12

Yr
13

Ignite!

Tots Time Science

STEM

Take part in a Stem activity

Festival of Science  
and Curiosity Take part in a Stem activity

Lab-13 Take part in a Stem activity

Curiosity Project Take part in a Stem activity

Careers Days Take part in a Stem activity

Access to Academics Meet a scientist

Lakeside Arts

Outdoor Learning 
Workshops

An environment in 
Nottingham

Outdoor Investigators Bags Take a photograph

Site Visits Various options

Green’s Windmill Site visit, science and milling Take part in a Stem activity, 
Nottingham's Heritage

Wollaton Hall Ecology Fieldwork Take part in a Stem activity

Wollaton Hall

Tudor Days / Evolution

Heritage

Nottingham's  
History/Heritage

Stone Age Nottingham's  
History/Heritage

Self led visits Visit a Museum

Newstead Abbey Victorian Workshops Nottingham's  
History/Heritage

Access Artefacts Schools Resources boxes Various options

William Booth 
Birthplace Museum 

Nottingham Preacher and 
Social Welfare Reformer

Nottingham's  
History/Heritage

University of Nottingham 
Heritage Learning Special Collections Nottingham’s  

History/Heritage

Theatre Royal Discover Your Theatre Nottingham's  
History/Heritage

National Justice Museum Local History Nottingham's History/
Heritage 

Provider Offer Curriculum 
Link Expectation EY

FS Yr
1

Yr
2

Yr
3

Yr
4

Yr
5

Yr
6

Yr
7

Yr
8

Yr
9

Yr
10

Yr
11

Yr
12

Yr
13

BeatFeet Dancing, Drumming  
and Well Being

Dance

Take part in a Dance activity

Dance Equation Learning through Dance Take part in a Dance activity

Tom Dale Company Dance and creative 
movement Take part in a Dance activity

Fabric Dance development, 
CPD and Resources Take part in a Dance activity

Freedom Foundation Freedom Factory

PSHE

Explore self through the Arts

Positive Pants Positive Mindset Programme Explore self through the Arts

Emotions Toolkit Resilience Leader 
Programme Explore self through the Arts

Child Friendly City Pupil Voice 

Student Voice

Explore self through the Arts

Primary Parliament Pupil Voice Explore self through the Arts 

Positively Empowered Kids Youth Voice in Action Digital 
Democracy Initiative Explore self through the Arts

Diversity Education and 
Communities

African and Caribbean 
Awareness Workshops

Citizenship/

SMSC

Explore issues of race  
and gender

National Justice Museum

Courtroom Based Activity Explore self through  
the Arts/Heritage

Choices and Consequences Explore self through  
the Arts/Heritage

Crime and Punishment Explore self through  
the Arts/Heritage

Suffragettes Explore issues of race  
and gender 
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Useful websites
THE CREATIVE HABITS OF MIND WHEEL
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GIVING & RECEIVING FEEDBACK

HOW TO USE THE CREATIVITY WHEEL

You can do this exercise over a period of time – perhaps looking at one of the 5 Habits of Mind. 

Shade the segment of the circle that best represents your current ability in each Sub-Habits of Mind. 
The levels of ability grow in strength outwards from the centre of the wheel.

For example, as far as being imaginative is concerned, you may feel like your ability to use your 
intuition is just beginning whereas you are more confi dent in your ability in playing with possibilities. 
Be honest, refl ect carefully and try to think of specifi c examples of evidence for each sub-habit before 
you identify your level of ability. Use the blank outer ring of the Creativity Wheel to write down your 
examples of evidence.

Creative Habits of Learning 

This widely used model of creativity was developed by  
Professor Bill Lucas and colleagues at the University of Winchester. 

ChalleNGe, Cultural Education Partnership www.challengenottingham.co.uk 
Informing and inspiring cross-sector partnerships that champion creativity in schools and communities 
in Nottingham.

Cultural Learning Alliance   www.culturallearningalliance.org.uk
A backbone organisation for the arts and cultural education sector, providing analysis, evidence, and 
arguments that Alliance members and the wider sector can use, championing a right to art and culture 
for every child. 

Creativity Exchange   www.creativityexchange.org.uk
A website for school leaders, teachers, those working in cultural organisations, scientists, researchers  
and parents to share ideas about how to teach for creativity and develop young people’s creativity at 
and beyond school.  

Leading for Creative Thinking   www.leadingforcreativethinking.org
A global learning community for school, system and teacher leaders who want to nurture creativity. 
Bringing leaders together to connect and share, empowering them to embed creative thinking into  
every aspect of their school’s life. 

Global Institute of Creative Thinking www.gioct.org
A global platform that enables and promotes better teaching and learning of creative thinking. 

http://www.challengenottingham.co.uk
http://www.culturallearningalliance.org.uk
http://www.creativityexchange.org.uk
http://www.leadingforcreativethinking.org
http://www.gioct.org

