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Nature Connections Community of Practice
Child Friendly Creative City, ChalleNGe Nottingham

We are inviting our arts, education and community partners to submit proposals for projects that 
1) Increase nature connections and arts engagement with children and young people in Nottingham City, especially those new to these experiences 
2) Support city-wide schools engagement with nature connections through the Cultural Rucksack programme.
3) Build our capacity for sharing and learning as a group, building longer-term sustainability.  

There needs to be a minimum of two project partners working together (in order to deepen existing relationships or facilitate new connections). Projects should include a sharing and learning outcome for the Nature Connections Community of Practice, including a case study. 

Project partners must enable sufficient planning time/collaboration between relevant staff and sharing of information.  Schools, community groups, arts organisations and individual creative practitioners are welcome to apply.  Up to August 2026, we can support 3 action learning projects (covering costs of between £300-£1500 per project) which can be spent on: artist fees, staff cover costs, materials, transport, publicity, documentation and volunteer/parent expenses.  

Deadline, Support for Proposals and Decision making: 
Proposals for action learning will be considered by the group on the following dates:
Thurs 26 March, 1-2pm
Thurs 24th April, 2-4pm (as part of the full ‘Community of Practice’ meeting)
Thurs 26th June, 1-2pm   

Partners and organisations can use these opportunities to bring ideas to representatives of the Nature Connections community of practice about future proposals, as well as submitting a completed proposal.  Anyone within the Community of Practice is welcome to be part of the group that considers proposals, and contribute to decision making.  We encourage you to attend and speak to your proposal, but it is not a requirement. 

Notes on nature connections (inspired by the University of Derby)
We are all starting from somewhere different – we are all connected with nature. 
It’s simple to start growing closer to nature – it’s about feeling not knowledge. 
Nature connection improves wellbeing, caring for ourselves, each other and the planet.  

Five pathways to nature connection - ways of being in, engaging with, and relating to nature that help us grow closer to nature.
1. Senses: Exploring and experiencing nature through all the senses 
2. Meaning: Celebrating and sharing nature’s events and stories 
3. Beauty: Seeking and appreciating the beauty of the natural world 
4. Compassion: Helping and caring for nature 
5. Emotion: Noticing and welcoming the feelings nature inspires 

1. Project Title:  

2. Contact Details of lead organisation: 

	Name 
	

	Organisation
	

	Address &  postcode
	

	Email address 
	

	Tel number 
	



3. Project Partner organisations 
	Contact name
	Organisation
	Email 

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	



4) Which criteria does your proposal meet? (Tick all that apply)

☐ Increasing nature connections and arts engagement with children and young people in Nottingham City, especially those new to these experiences.

☐The potential to support city-wide schools engagement with nature connections projects through the Cultural Rucksack programme.

☐Build our capacity for sharing and learning as a group, building longer-term sustainability.  









4. Please tell us what you would like to do, and which groups of children/young people will benefit.  How will children and young people be listened to/participate/grow closer to nature? What are your timescales for this project? (400 words max). 








5. Who will be leading and involved in the project delivery? (200 words max)





6. Will there be creative processes, content or ideas that can be shared more widely as a result of the project? (100 words max)








7. What is your anticipated budget required from this Action learning fund?  …………. 

8. Are you providing match funding? (Not required, but good to know!)  ……………

9. Please outline an indicative budget and estimate when the proposed activities will take place.  
	Activity Area 
	Timescale (month)
	Estimated Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total 
	
	



10. How will you ensure that any work and engagement with children and young people will be conducted appropriately and safeguarding procedures are adhered to? (100 words)





11. [bookmark: Check4]Safeguarding of children and young people.  Please confirm that you have an up-to-date safeguarding policy.  YES    /   NO 

Please confirm that you or anyone in direct contact with children and young people are DBS checked. Please tick here to confirm. |_| 
[bookmark: _Hlk37758699]


Submit proposals to Cathy Mahmood, ChalleNGe Manager, ChalleNGe Local Cultural Education Partnership
Cathy@challengenottingham.co.uk    m: 07808 165209   

For more information on Nottingham’s Cultural Rucksack project go to: 
https://challengenottingham.co.uk/cultural-rucksack 
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