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With this protection re-
moved, states can limit or re-
move legal abortion access, 
which is exactly what some 
government offi cials in Ari-
zona are trying to do. Even 
worse, there might not be 
any exceptions for rape or in-
cest. 

According to the World 
Health Organization lack of 
access to safe, timely, affordable and 
respectful abortion care is a critical 
public health and human rights is-
sue: “Inaccessibility of quality abor-
tion care risks violating a range of 
human rights of women and girls, in-
cluding the right to life; the right to 
the highest attainable standard of 
physical and mental health; the right 
to benefi t from scientifi c progress 
and its realization; the right to decide 
freely and responsibly on the num-
ber, spacing and timing of children; 
and the right to be free from torture, 
cruel, inhuman and degrading treat-

ment and punishment.” 
Restricting abortion rights 

violates the right to privacy 
and equality and imposes fi -
nancial burdens on women 
and girls. Abortion is health-
care and a means of family 
planning that can impact gen-
erations.

According to OH Predic-
tive Insights polling, the ma-

jority of Arizona voters want abor-
tion to be legal in some form. In spite 
of this, the current Arizona Attorney 
General and other elected offi cials 
are trying to restrict abortion in Ar-
izona. Healthcare organizations like 
Planned Parenthood no longer pro-
vide abortions because they don’t 
want to risk imprisonment or oth-
er punishment for providing needed 
services it has been legal to provide 
for almost 50 years until now. 

YWCA says: “We know that abor-
tion bans push young people out of 
the workplace and limit their educa-

tional opportunities and careers, with 
lifelong consequences that can and 
will impact economic stability and op-
portunity for themselves and their 
families. For people of color, those 
consequences are more severe due to 
existing systemic racial inequities.”

Taking the right to abortion away is 
like forced pregnancy. Allowing no ex-
ceptions for rape, incest, fetal abnor-
malities, or health issues like ectopic 
pregnancies is cruel. These things are 
traumatic and difficult enough with-
out victims being forced to continue 
these pregnancies. 

The trauma and violation incest 
and rape victims endure is devastat-
ing, let alone being forced to carry the 
child of a rapist. Forcing young girls 
who become pregnant as a result of 
rape or incest to carry a child impacts 
their entire life going forward. 

They are constantly forced to relive 
the trauma. It can also lead to severe 
economic problems. In addition, for 
young victims, especially girls under 
15 years of age, it can lead to multiple 
physical and psychological issues. At 
that young age, the pelvis is not ful-
ly developed and pregnancy is often 
painful involving complications, fetal 
abnormalities, and death. 

We must stand up for women’s 
rights and stand in solidarity with 
those who believe abortion is a fun-
damental right. Call on Congress to 
pass legislation to codify protection 
for abortion and remove unnecessary 
restrictions. 

Support groups like NARAL, 
YWCA, Planned Parenthood and oth-
ers working to protect women’s right 
to choose, including abortion. 

Lastly, remember, your vote is your 
voice — use it!!  
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This is your public forum. We 
welcome your opinions, which can 
be emailed to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org or posted online under stories at 
YourValley.net.

Yeah, but
it’s a wet
monsoon!

Arizonans talk about the recent 
wet weather.

Nice rainfall last night. I 
know it’s not the most accu-
rate way to measure rainfall, 
but my backyard waterline 
shows we received 2.5 inches 
of rain last night. That is prob-
ably pretty close to the true 
amount. Cotton and Acoma in 
Surprise. — Arnold Kohl 

REMEMBERS
Sort of feel bad for those 

who are new within 20 years 
here, it used to do this all the 
time and for days. Monsoon 
was such a great time as a 
child here in Arizona, loved all 
the rain and incredible storms. 
Hopefully again one day. — 
Gary Erwin

HAPPY GRASS
We got 1.73” in Litchfi eld 

Park in a little over an hour 
last night. It was awesome, 
plants and grass look happy 
this morning! — Janice Hickey

POURING
It poured for at least 40 min-

utes. I drove home in it last 
night and it was a downpour 
from Peoria to Surprise. — 
Tracy Gilbert Gardner

SKIPPING
Possible is some locations 

with how the storm was swirl-
ing, but we only got maybe .25” 
here in the Avalon neighbor-
hood. I wasn’t sure we’d ac-
tually get any so haven’t been 
skipping any watering and wa-
tered yesterday morning. Su-
per excited to get enough to 
skip the containers today! — 
Talitha Ekama

OPINIONS Send your thoughts to 
AZOpinions@iniusa.org or post 
under a story at YourValley.net

www.facebook.com/
YourValley.net

Twitter: @AzNewsmedia

YOUR VOICE SPEAK UP!

Our opinions page is to 
provide an open forum for 
our readers. We hope to 
stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it.

The Independent sup-
ports the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t 
speak up because they fear 
intimidation or even dan-
ger to their families and/
or their careers, and we 
want to reengage them. 
We’re going to insist on ci-
vility when editing, and pen 
names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Independent strives for 
accuracy and pledges to 
bring errors that have ap-
peared in our newspaper to 
the attention of our readers. 
We offer a “right of reply” 
to the people about whom 
we write. Readers who dis-
agree with a news story or 
the way it was handled or 
edited are welcome to re-
spond with a letter to:
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

ROE V. WADE

CORRECTIONS & 
CLARIFICATIONS

Your Opinions, 
Not Ours

Our journalists report the news 
with purposeful neutrality. 
We don’t express our own 
opinions. We welcome all 
opinions. Our opinion sections 
are available for you to discuss 
public issues that matter to 
you.  We do insist that you 
express yourself with civility.  
Please email your submissions 
to AZOpinions@iniusa.org  
with an optional photo and 
information about yourself. 
Please include your name, 
address and phone number 
so we can contact you for 
clarifi cation or confi rmation.  
Because of limited space in 
print, we reserve the right to 
condense or edit opinions as 
needed. Submissions should 
be about 300 words. We post 
opinions daily at the Daily 
Independent at YourValley.net. 
You can also post comments 
under our articles online. 

Women’s Watch: It’s time to stop 
punishing women and girls

T
he recent Supreme Court ruling overturning Roe v. 

Wade is the fi rst time our Supreme Court has taken a 

right from U.S. citizens — in this case specifi cally wom-

en and girls. Roe v. Wade established the constitutional 

right to an abortion. 

Guest Commentary by Becky Sayler
WOMEN’S WATCH
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Becky Sayler is a local women’s rights 
advocate and frequent contributor to 
Women’s Watch.
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