
   

   

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

FALL 2018 NEWSLETTER 

Website: www.ctkdenver.org                                                              Email: office@ctkdenver.org 

GROW IN LIFE TOGETHER 

Dear Sisters & Brothers of CTK: 

This is our first new seasonal newsle�er, which will focus on the upcoming events of September, 

October and November, perhaps be�er known as Autumn.  Before we get to the announcements, 

I’d like to share with you a reflec*on by Parker Palmer, one of my favorite writers.  His look into the 

autumn season has deep meaning for us as people of faith and as a congrega*on.  Keep this 

reflec*on before you this fall, as we experience a season of harvest, decay and decline, but also 

God’s work of seed plan*ng for the new spring that will emerge only with *me. 

----- 
The Paradox of Fall – By Parker Palmer 

Source: h�p://fetzer.org/blog/paradox-fall 

Autumn is a season of great beauty, but it is also a season of decline: the days grow shorter, the light 

is suffused, and summer’s abundance decays toward winter’s death. Faced with this inevitable 

winter, what does nature do in autumn? She sca�ers the seeds that will bring new growth in the 

spring—and she sca�ers them with amazing abandon. 

In my own experience of autumn, I am rarely aware that seeds are being planted. Instead, my mind 

is on the fact that the green growth of summer is browning and beginning to die. My delight in the 

autumn colors is always *nged with melancholy, a sense of impending loss that is only heightened 

by the beauty all around. I am drawn down by the prospect of death more than I am li6ed by the 

hope of new life. 

But as I explore autumn’s paradox of dying and seeding, I feel the power of metaphor. In the 

autumnal events of my own experience, I am easily fixated on surface appearances—on the decline 

of meaning, the decay of rela*onships, the death of a work. 

In retrospect, I can see in my own life what I could not see at the *me¬—how the job I lost helped 

me find work I needed to do, how the “road closed” sign turned me toward terrain I needed to 

travel, how losses that felt irredeemable forced me to discern meanings I needed to know. On the 

surface it seemed that life was lessening, but silently and lavishly the seeds of new life were always 

being sown. 

Continued on page 2 
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This hopeful no*on that living is hidden within dying is surely enhanced by the visual glories of 

autumn. What ar*st would ever have painted a season of dying with such a vivid pale�e if nature had 

not done it first? Does death possess a beauty that we—who fear death, who find it ugly and 

obscene—cannot see? How shall we understand autumn’s tes*mony that death and elegance go hand 

in hand? 

For me, the words that come closest to answering those ques*ons are the words of Thomas Merton: 

“There is in all visible things…a hidden wholeness.” 

In a paradox, opposites do not negate each other—they cohere in mysterious unity at the heart of 

reality. Deeper s*ll, they need each other for health, as my body needs to breathe in as well as breathe 

out. But in a culture that prefers the ease of either-or thinking to the complexi*es of paradox, we have 

a hard *me holding opposites together. We want light without darkness, the glories of spring and 

summer without the demands of autumn and winter, and the Faus*an bargains we make fail to sustain 

our lives. 

When we so fear the dark that we demand light around the clock, there can be only one result: 

ar*ficial light that is glaring and graceless and, beyond its borders, a darkness that grows ever more 

terrifying as we try to hold it off. Split off from each other, neither darkness nor light is fit for human 

habita*on. But if we allow the paradox of darkness and light to be, the two will conspire to bring 

wholeness and health to every living thing. 

Autumn constantly reminds me that my daily dyings are necessary precursors to new life. If I try to 

“make” a life that defies the diminishments of autumn, the life I end up with will be ar*ficial, at best, 

and u�erly colorless as well. But when I yield to the endless interplay of living and dying, dying and 

living, the life I am given will be real and colorful, frui>ul and whole. 

continued from page 1 

 

On Wednesdays at 6:00pm we gather for a 

community meal, faith forma*on classes start at 

6:30pm and a prayer and communion service in 

Spanish happens at 7:30pm.  These gatherings are 

open to all people, and we will be introducing new 

faith forma*on groups throughout the fall.  All youth 

classes are in English.  Our adult class is currently in 

Spanish.  Come for some or come for all, but come 

and see how the Spirit is gathering us in faith and 

community as the body of Christ! 
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Special Worship Opportuni%es This Fall 

 

 

 

On SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, we will worship outside in the 

courtyard at 9:00am.  This service will include a thanksgiving for 

ministry, where we will be giving thanks to God for the many 

people who have faithfully served our congrega*on and 

community this past year, and even further back.  We will also 

celebrate the many spaces that God has blessed us with as a 

congrega*on.  If the weather is poor, we will worship instead in 

the Sanctuary. 

  

On SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, we will be celebra*ng God’s Work Our 

Hands Sunday together with the whole of the ELCA.  On this 

Sunday, congrega*ons of the ELCA throughout the country 

par*cipate in service opportuni*es in their community as part of 

their worship.  We will gather at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall for 

worship and an advocacy service project related to food jus*ce in 

our community.  We will also be commissioning our whole 

congrega*on for ministry in 2018-2019.  We will not be traveling 

off-site and our service and ac*vi*es will be fully accessible for all 

to par*cipate in. 
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Beginning on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, we will enter into a six-week journey of 

and how our generosity as a congrega*on is meant 

FOR ALL!  This theme will be at the center of our fall stewardship 

appeal.  Throughout October and November we will be exploring God’s vision 

for our congrega*on, how we can par*cipate in God’s transforma*ve work in 

our world, and how our generosity can change our lives and the lives of others. 

  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, IS  Although the reforma*on is 

a historical event, it is also an ongoing movement in our lives and in the 

church.  God is always reforming us and making us new so that we can par*cipate 

in how God is transforming our world.  WEAR RED, and join us in the celebra*on. 

  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, IS  On this Sunday we celebrate 

and remember those saints who have departed us this year, and all those who 

con*nue to serve as a great cloud of witnesses in the faith.  WHITE IS THE COLOR 

OF THE DAY.  Our book of remembrance will be available in the Narthex 

beginning on Sunday, October 7 to write the names of those people you’d like 

remembered in our worship service. 

  

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21,  at ABIDING 

HOPE CHURCH. We will worship at 7 p.m. at Abiding Hope Church, 6337 South 

Robb Way, Li�leton. Pastor Joel will preach and Pastor Laura will preside. 

  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25, IS  In addi*on to 

being the final Sunday in our annual church calendar, we will be 

celebra*ng a communion milestone for many of the children who have 

been gathering on Wednesday nights for Faith and Community.  Although 

we celebrate open communion for kids of all ages, these kids have been 

learning about the prac*ce of communion and will be acknowledged 

together in receiving the sacrament this Sunday.  WHITE IS THE COLOR OF 

THE DAY. 
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Connec%ng as the  

Rocky Mountain Synod This Fall 

  

Pastor Joel will be par*cipa*ng in the  held September 

17th-20th in Estes Park.  This event is for the Rostered Leaders of the Rocky Mountain Synod, and 

they will be gathering under the theme of: “FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD: RE-FRAMING OUR 

PERSPECTIVES.”  For more informa*on about speakers and who Pastor Joel will be learning from, 

please go to: www.rmselca.org 

  

On October 11th, leaders from CTK and all of our other South Metro Conference Congrega*ons will 

be par*cipa*ng in the  taking place at Abiding 

Hope Church from 6:30pm-9:00pm.  The topic of the summit will be “MONEY AND CHURCH: FOR 

THE LIFE OF THE WORLD.”  If you would be interested in par*cipa*ng or learning more, please 

contact Pastor Joel at the church office. 
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Food Items: 

Community Ministry is always in need of a variety of non-perishable items. Each month they assign a 

special item or items to par*cipa*ng area churches. You are welcome to bring any of these items. 

We will publish our special item in our weekly email and bulle*n announcements. Items needed:  

pasta, rice, macaroni and cheese, canned soup, canned vegetables, canned fruit, peanut bu�er and 

jelly, hot and cold cereal, ramen noodles, cup-of-soup, egg noodles, and canned and dried beans. 

They are also in need of personal care items: shampoo, soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes, etc. 

Dona*ons may be le6 in the shopping cart outside of Fellowship Hall. Thank you to Jan and Angel 

Ruiz for collec*ng the donated items each week and delivering them to Community Ministry. 

We donated 130 lbs. of food in July at a value of $252.20. 

Help Needed: 

Community Ministry is involved in a collabora*on of food pantry’s called FERN (Food Exchange 

Resource Network). As a part of this, CM rents storage space for non-perishable items and freezer 

space in a warehouse down the street from them on South Zuni Street. They also share produce, 

dairy, bakery, and non-perishable items with other food pantries that are not as fortunate to have 

the facili*es CM has. On Friday and Saturday September 28 and 29, there will be a citywide food 

drive called “Feeding 5000” that is coordinated by St. Luke’s UMC. In the past, the food donated 

went to Denver Urban Ma�ers (DenUM). However, DenUM closed last summer. So this year, FERN 

will receive all of the food. This is almost 20,000 lbs. of food. 

 

How can you help? Community Ministry needs volunteers to staff the King Soopers at 5125 W. 

Florida (Sheridan & Florida) and 2727 W. Evans (Evans & Clay) on Friday and Saturday September 28 

and 29. If you can help, please sign up on this link h�ps://feedingo6he5000.us/. All of the important 

informa*on will be sent to you a week ahead of *me. Please help CM out with this great 

opportunity to help your local food bank. People are also needed to sort and store the food at the 

FERN warehouse a6er food drive. 
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 Walk/Run 

The 5K Walk/Run to benefit Community Ministry will be held on Saturday, 

September 8 at 10:00 a.m., beginning at 5600 W. Dartmouth at The Dart-

mouth Place Shopping Center next to McDonald’s in Bear Valley. The walk/

run proceeds west on the Bear Creek Trail to Wadsworth and loops back 

on the path on the south side of the creek. 

The picnic and awards ceremony will take place at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church on the corner of 

Dartmouth and Sheridan. This is also the loca*on for parking for the event. Prizes will be given out to 

the fastest runners and walkers in a variety of age groups. There will also be a prize for the fastest 

dog! This is a family and pet-friendly event. 

The entry fees are $25 for people age 19-59, $15 for par*cipants 18 and under or over 60. A t-shirt is 

included in the entry fee.  

If you would like to walk, pick up a registra*on form on the table in the narthex. If you are unable to 

walk that day and would like to make a dona*on, please make your checks payable to “Community 

Ministry”, marked for “Walk-a-thon”, and place in the offering plate or send to the church office. 

 

Tuesday, September 4—All day at The Garlic Knot, 3200 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood. 

 

*Sunday, September 16—11am-3pm at Blue Bonnet Mexican Restaurant, 457 S. Broadway, Denver. 

 

Tuesday, October 2—All day at The Garlic Knot, 3200 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood. 

 

*Sunday, October 21—11am-4pm at Sweet Tomatoes, 7736 W. Long Dr., Li�leton. 

 

Tuesday, November 6—All day at The Garlic Knot, 3200 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood. 

 

*Pick up a flyer in the narthex to present to these restaurants. Flyers will be available a few weeks 

before the fundraiser date. 
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The Prime Timers will meet for lunch on Tuesday, 

September 11, 2018, at 12 noon, at Jaime’s Mexican 

Restaurant, 1910 S. Depew at Jewell Ave. Pastor Joel 

will join us to discuss how the Prime Timers can 

grow in rela*on with our broader community. 

Please make reserva*ons to Anna Lisa Reynolds at 

303-948-9567 or to the church office. 

 

 

Jan and Angel Ruiz and 

Lyne�e Dick served 

dinner to two homeless families earlier this 

summer. We were scheduled to furnish dinner 

again on Tuesday, September 4. However, recently 

Adams County Commissioners have suspended the 

Lutheran Center from having overnight guests due 

to zoning regula*ons. Persons from the Growing 

Home program are currently in talks with Adams 

County about resuming their program at the 

Lutheran Center. Therefore, volunteers are not 

needed at this *me. Hopefully, in 2019, CTK will 

again be able to serve dinner to the area’s 

  

 1 Bob Brundige 

 6   Val Nielsen 

 7   Dean Reinfort 

      Ashley Fuhrman 

 13 Chelsea Reynolds 

 16 Reta Braun 

 17 Sue Burke 

 28 Kevin Brown 

 29 Derek Laurson 

 

 

 11 Kathy Brown 

 20 Pastor Joel Rothe 

 26 Trey Tafoya 

 

 3  David Reinfort 

 10 Angel Ruiz  

 11 Pat Sandstedt 

 15 Megan Reynolds 

 17 Dorothy VanDusen 

 20 Daisy Masoner 

 22 Ed Eaton 

      Winnie Moss  

 24 Blanca Delucio 
: 

Bernie Swieso 

7390 W. Eastman Place, #338 

Lakewood, CO 80227 

303-993-6755 
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The tutoring program, in partnership 

with Kunsmiller Crea*ve Arts Academy, will be back 

at CTK for another school year beginning on 

Wednesday, October 3 at 3:45 p.m. If you are 

interested in being involved as a tutor or subs*tute 

this school year, you may come to a planning mee*ng 

on Wednesday September 27, at 4:00 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall, or see Pastor Joel for more details. 

 

The new 2018-2019 season of Theater and Theology is here! 

Tickets to the performances of the Denver Center Theater Company are made available to 

congrega*ons and individuals through an agreement with the Rocky Mountain Synod and the DCPA 

at a reduced group price of $35 each. In addi*on to the produc*on, following each performance, cast 

members are engaged in a moderated talkback on theological issues of the play. Performances are 

held on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. through the 10-month theatrical season. 

The first play is Oklahoma, the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical which is 

celebra*ng its 75th anniversary. With a spring in their step and a song in their 

hearts, cowboys and farmers alike have chased their des*nies to a land that 

promises love, opportunity and a brighter future. This joyful produc*on is set in 

an all-African-American town in the early days of the Oklahoma Territory. This 

performance will be held in the Stage Theater at downtown Denver’s Theater 

for the Performing Arts on Tuesday, September 18 at 6:30 p.m. 

The second play is The Constant Wife, a classic comedy by W. Somerset 

Maugham. Constance Middleton cheerfully plays her tradi*onal role, but she 

knows far more than she’s willing to let on. This cheeky sa*re pokes holes in 

the expecta*ons of rela*onships, fidelity and social roles that were just as 

relevant in the 1920s as they are today. This performance will be held in the 

Space Theater at downtown Denver’s Theater for the Performing Arts on 

Tuesday, October 2 at 6:30 p.m.  

Tickets for both plays are $35 each. Make checks payable to the “Rocky Mountain Synod” and give to 

Pat Sandstedt on Sunday mornings or Lyne�e in the church office. The deadline for Oklahoma is 

Sunday, August 26, and for The Constant Wife is Sunday, September 9. 

CTK Whiz Kids 2017-18 
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, a phenomenal musician and 

singer from Minneapolis, will hold a free concert 

on Saturday, September 8 at 7pm at Abiding 

Hope Church, 6337 S. Robb Way. Rachel is a well

-known performer within the Lutheran 

community, having performed on the main stage 

at the last several ELCA Na*onal Youth 

Gatherings. Her soulful and faithful songwri*ng 

has endeared her to people of all ages. Bring 

your friends & family!  

 will begin their 2018-2019 concert season with The Grace of 

Our Lord on Sunday, October 21 at 3:00pm and 7:30 pm. The 3:00pm concert will be at 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, 7691 S. University Blvd. in Centennial. The 7:30 

pm concert will be at Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 920 Kipling St. in Lakewood. No 

*ckets will be sold this season, however, freewill offerings will be taken at all 

performances. 

 

Save the date for the Abiding Hope sponsored Women’s Retreat on the 

weekend of October 19-21 at the Franciscan Retreat Center in Colorado 

Springs. This year’s theme is Be Yin Your Feminine: The Art of Receiving. 

The deadline to register is September 17th. For more information or if you have any questions, 

please contact Pastor Laura at pastorlaura@abidinghope.org.  Click here to register!   

Abiding Hope’s Senior Group is invi*ng CTK to join them for a 

 on Wednesday, September 29 from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Cost is $25. There 

will be two-hour stopover in Leadville for lunch on your own. If you are 

interested, please see Lyne�e in the church office. Deadline for reserva*ons is 

Wednesday, September 5, and is limited to the first 55 reserva*ons. 
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Upcoming Fall Events 

September 

 2   Worship in the CTK Courtyard (weather permiZng) 

 8   Community Ministry 5K Walk/Run 

 9   God’s Work. Our Hands. Worship in the Fellowship Hall 

 11  Prime Timers to Jaime’s Mexican Restaurant 

October 

 11  Conference “Be�er Together Summit” at Abiding Hope 

 14  Begin a Six-Week Journey Exploring Generosity 

 28  Reforma*on Sunday 

 28  Kid’s Halloween Party 

 

November 

 4   All Saints Sunday 

 21  Thanksgiving Eve Worship @ Abiding Hope 

 25  Christ the King Sunday—First Communion 



Contact Us 
303.935.4669 

office@ctkdenver.org 

Visit us on the web at  

www.ctkdenver.org 

Vision: 

Hope and Purpose for All 

 

Mission: 

Love, Live and Give Like Jesus 

 

Core Values: 

Radical inclusion 

Relational service 

Infinite compassion 

Abundant generosity 

Genuine community 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

2300 S. Patton Ct. 

Denver, CO 80219 


