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GROW IN LIFE TOGETHER
Dear Sisters & Brothers of CTK:
We are soon entering the Advent season, a time of expectation and waiting, of preparation and of
intention. We expect that God is going to do something. Something that makes God’s presence
known in our lives, and in the realities of our world. But we wait for this event, often anxiously while
nothing seems to change, while the days grow darker and hope seems to wane. While we wait, we
prepare, spending time in prayer and community, singing songs, lighting candles, allowing the spirit
to kindle flames inside our souls. And as we prepare, we recognize the need to set intentions, an
aim or a plan, something to focus on that helps us to prepare as we wait.
Perhaps this sounds a bit otherworldly, because we are also preparing to enter the cultural
phenomenon of the holiday season. A season ringing loudly with pressures of what we feel we
should be busy doing: decorating our houses, buying gifts, preparing food, sending cards to families,
hosting parties, traveling to see family. Don’t get me wrong, I enjoy many of these things, but each
year the pressures seem to mount, and December becomes a time of exhaustion and stress, rather
than being filled with the renewal of hope through intentional spiritual practices that we participate
in both individually and collectively.
Although it doesn’t always seem like it, THE CHOICE IS OURS! We don’t have to be forced into the
stress and pressure of the holiday season. We don’t have to do things that drain life from us. We
don’t have to outspend the energy, money or time that we have. We can choose to Advent
Intentionally, and look for God each day of this season, as God invites us into different patterns of
celebrating and participating in advent with our families and community.
This is the theme for our Advent Season this year: “ADVENT INTENTIONALLY.” Each Sunday in
worship we will focus on one of the four expressions of God’s incarnate presence in our lives: hope,
peace, joy and love. We will then look to how we can experience God’s presence throughout
Advent, by setting daily intentions of what to watch and listen for each day, and what practices can
help us all enter into an experience of God in our lives.
Continued on page 2
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Outside of worship, there are multiple ways to engage in the advent season. You can pick-up an
advent intentionally devotional booklet at CTK beginning on November 25 th to prepare for the season.
You can also sign up to receive each devotion individually each day during advent via email, by going to
www.ctkdenver.org and clicking on the link to sign-up, or you can contact Lynette at
office@ctkdenver.org to ask to be added to the mailing list.
You can also come and participate in added worship and prayer experiences during advent. We will
again be hosting lunch church at Noon on Wednesdays on November 28th, December 5th, 12th and 19th.
You can also join us on those same Wednesday evenings for an advent service in Spanish at 6:30pm,
followed by conversation and discussion for adults and kids in Spanish and English.

On Friday, December 21st, we will be celebrating Las Posadas, the traditional Mexican reenactment of
Mary and Joseph’s search for shelter. That will begin at 6:30pm at CTK, with an outdoor walking
procession and fiesta following with food, music and activities for all ages.
Then on Monday, December 24th, we will gather at 7:00pm for our traditional candlelight and hymns
Christmas Eve service, where our advent culminates in our celebration of the birth of Jesus, God’s light,
love and incarnate presence that has come into our lives and our world.
You can also see in this newsletter, multiple ways to give and serve this advent, both locally and
globally, focusing not on our own needs, but how we can intentionally share the resources God
provides for us with people who are in need.

This year, I pray you will choose to Advent Intentionally with us, letting go of the world’s expectations,
in order to enter into God’s presence through ways of life that create life and love for us and for the
world.
May your advent be deeply blessed.

Pastor Joel

On Wednesdays during Advent, we will gather for a
community meal at 6:00pm. Following the meal at
6:30pm, we will have a special prayer service in Spanish.
At 7:00pm, we will have conversation and faith classes
in Spanish and English. These gatherings are open to all
people. Come for some or come for all, but come and
see how the Spirit is gathering us in faith and
community as the body of Christ!
There will be no Faith & Community on December 26,
January 2 and 9, but will return on Wednesday, January
16.
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Upcoming Faith Formation Hour
Beginning in December, Pastor Joel will again be offering a formation hour after worship on Sundays from 10:30-11:30am. The formation hour will sometimes be focused on Bible Study,
while other times it might be opportunities to work on congregational vision, or address
issues and events happening in our community or the world.
In December, we will be learning about the gospel of Luke, as it is the central gospel for the 2019
revised common lectionary year and the majority of our worship scriptures will come
from Luke’s gospel. Learning about the history, context and themes in Luke will help
grow our understanding and open up new meaning held within the worlds we will read
and hear throughout the year.
Here is a schedule of topics for this winter – more information will be available on these topics in
the weekly announcements:
December 2nd: Intro to Luke’s Gospel – CTK Library
December 9th: Theme’s in Luke’s Gospel – CTK Library
December 16th: Connections to our Time & Place in Luke’s Gospel – CTK Library
December 23rd: Jesus’ Birth Story in Luke – CTK Library
December 30th: Visiting Pastor – TBD
January 6th:

CTK Circles of Care – How we care for one another as the Church – Fellowship Hall

January 13th: CTK Circles of Care – Developing Care Circles – Fellowship Hall
January 20th: CTK Circles of Care – Deepening Relationships in Community – Fellowship Hall
January 27th: CTK Annual Meeting – Fellowship Hall
February 3rd: Paul, The Church In Corinth & The Church Today – Part 1 – CTK Library
February 10th: Paul, The Church In Corinth & The Church Today – Part 2 – CTK Library
February 17th: Visiting Pastor – TBD
February 24th: Visiting Pastor—TBD
Pastor Joel has vacation time scheduled for the following dates:
Tuesday, December 25th – Tuesday, January 1st
Thursday, February 14th – Sunday, February 24th
Information about visiting pastors for worship and pastoral care will be provided in the weekly
announcements close to Pastor Joel’s vacation time.
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Over the past couple of years a number of the nuts and bolts of our office administration have
changed. Here are some Questions and Answers that might help you be best informed as to how to
connect with our staff.
Q:

When is the CTK office open?

A:

Lynette Dick is our office administrator, and she is in the office three days: Mondays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays. On Mondays, Lynette and Pastor Joel usually attend the Abiding Hope staff meeting from 10:00-11:30am. It is best to reach us after 12:00pm on Mondays. Lynette is generally in the office between 8:30-5:00, but may be gone for lunch or for
other appointments as they come up. You can always call our office at 303-935-4669 to
check and see if someone is here before stopping by.

Q:

So does Pastor Joel have regular office hours?

A:

The short answer to this question is no. On any given week, Pastor Joel might be away at
different times for individual appointments, community meetings, or pastoral care visits. It
is most likely you will find him in the office on Monday afternoons and on Wednesdays. Pastor Joel also serves at Community Ministry on Thursday mornings, and attends our conference pastoral gatherings on Thursdays from 11:30-1:30pm. If you would like to meet with
Pastor Joel, he always loves to set appointments for home visits, coffee, or even lunch or a
beer if you’d like, and is flexible in order to schedule these appointments on weekends or in
the evenings as well.
Pastor Joel usually works on writing and study tasks on Tuesdays either at CTK or at the Iliff
School of Theology, limiting appointments during that day of the week. Friday is Pastor Joel’s day off and he will not usually return email or phone calls on Friday unless it is a pastoral
care emergency.

Q:

How can I best reach Pastor Joel if he isn’t in the office?

A:

The office answering service is not easily accessible from outside the office, so Pastor Joel
recommends you call him on his cell phone at 720-446-8887 in addition to leaving a message
at the church office. You are not bothering him if you call or text. In fact, he loves it when
you reach out! You can also contact him via email at joel@ctkdenver.org
Pastor Joel does not check Lynette’s email or our old gmail account. Please do not expect to
reach Pastor Joel quickly by contacting Lynette. Please reach out to Pastor Joel directly.
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Q:

Can you clarify email addresses for us?

A:

Yes. This past year we changed our email addresses so they match our website.
Please use these email addresses when you contact our staff:

B:

Pastor Joel: joel@ctkdenver.org
Lynette Dick: office@ctkdenver.org
Kirk Schjodt: kirk@ctkdenver.org

Q:

So does that mean you don’t check the old gmail account anymore?

A:

No, we still do, but we hope to phase it out. But please update your addresses to
the addresses above so we can simplify how we stay in contact with you in the future.

Q:

Does Kirk have office hours? How can we best reach him?

A:

In addition to serving as our Lead Servant for Worship & Music, Kirk also teaches
choral music at Arapahoe High School. He is not usually available during weekdays
during the school year. Kirk is available on Sunday mornings at CTK to talk, and he is
also in the office most Wednesday evenings for our Faith & Community gatherings,
and to work with Pastor Joel on preparing for our worship services. Please reach out
to Kirk via email at kirk@ctkenver.org if you’d like to speak with him, or contact the
CTK office for additional contact information.

Q:

I have a different question than these. How can I ask?

A:

Great! We love to help make sure your questions are answered. Please contact us
at the CTK main office at 303-935-4669 or at one of our email addresses listed
above. Ask away!

Sunday, January 27, 2019 at
10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
The meeting will include:
Reviewing our Strategic Plan
Approving the Mission Spend Plan for 2019
Celebrating our Ministry in 2018
Answering any Questions
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21,
at ABIDING
HOPE CHURCH. We will worship at 7 p.m. at Abiding Hope Church, 6337 South
Robb Way, Littleton. Pastor Joel will preach and Pastor Laura will preside. There
will be a Pie Fellowship following worship.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25, IS
In addition to being
the final Sunday in our annual church calendar, we will be celebrating a
communion milestone for many of the children who have been gathering on
Wednesday nights for Faith and Community. Although we celebrate open
communion for kids of all ages, these kids have been learning about the practice
of communion and will be acknowledged together in receiving the sacrament this Sunday. WHITE IS
THE COLOR OF THE DAY.

Sunday, December 2nd
9:00am First Sunday in Advent
Wednesday, December 5th 12 noon Advent Lunch Church
6pm Dinner
6:30pm Special Prayer Service in Spanish
7:00pm Conversation and Faith Classes in Spanish & English
th
Sunday, December 9
9:00am Second Sunday in Advent
th
Wednesday, December 12 12 noon Advent Lunch Church
6pm Dinner
6:30pm Special Prayer Service in Spanish
7:00pm Conversation and Faith Classes in Spanish & English
Sunday, December 16th
9:00am Third Sunday in Advent
th
Wednesday, December 19 12 noon Advent Lunch Church
6pm Dinner
6:30pm Special Prayer Service in Spanish
7:00pm Conversation and Faith Classes in Spanish & English
st
Friday, December 21
6:30pm Las Posadas
Sunday, December 23rd
9:00am Fourth Sunday in Advent

Sign up to bring SOUP to Advent Lunch Church on the poster in the Fellowship Hall

will be celebrated on Monday,
December 24 at 7:00 p.m.
will be held on Tuesday, December 25, at 10:00 a.m. at
Abiding Hope, 6337 S. Robb Way, Littleton.
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Kid’s
Halloween
Party
Sunday,
October 28
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Food Items:
Over the past two years, six food pantries in this area have closed. Why are they closing? Because of
a lack of funding. As a result, Community Ministry is seeing more people and have expanded their
service to include the 80204 zip code (which reaches north to Colfax Ave.)
Community Ministry is always in need of a variety of non-perishable items. Each month they assign a
special item or items to participating area churches. You are welcome to bring any of these items.
We will publish our special item in our weekly email and bulletin announcements. Items needed:
pasta, rice, macaroni and cheese, canned soup, canned vegetables, canned fruit, peanut butter and
jelly, hot and cold cereal, ramen noodles, cup-of-soup, egg noodles, and canned and dried beans.
They are also in need of personal care items: shampoo, soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes, etc.
Donations may be left in the shopping cart outside of Fellowship Hall. Thank you to Jan and Angel
Ruiz for collecting the items each week and delivering them to Community Ministry.
We donated over 1,500 lbs. of produce from CTK’s community garden and Ralph’s garden.

Help Needed:
Christ the King continues to collect the coupon insert from the Sunday
Denver Post. These coupons are sold by Community Ministry to a coupon
broker. Leave your coupons in the basket above the coat rack outside of the
Fellowship Hall. They are picked up by a Community Ministry volunteer each
Sunday morning.

Sunday, February 3 is Souper Bowl Sunday. Beginning in January, we will
collect soup to support Community Ministry. Last year we collected 200 cans.

We also continue to collect General Mills Box Tops for Education for the Lutheran Mission School in Rock Point, Arizona. These Box Tops are found on
General Mills products, and are converted to cash for the school. In 2017,
they earned over $4,400. Box Tops are collected in a basket above the coat
rack outside of the Fellowship Hall.
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Tuesday, December 4—All day at The Garlic Knot, 3200 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood.
Tuesday, January 8—All day at The Garlic Knot, 3200 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood.
*Sunday, January 20—11am-3pm at Jason’s Deli, 204 Union Blvd., Lakewood.
Tuesday, February 5—All day at The Garlic Knot, 3200 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood.

*Sunday, February 17—11am-3pm at Arby’s, 7637 W. Jewell Ave., Lakewood.
*Pick up a flyer in the narthex to present to these restaurants. Flyers will be available a few weeks
before the fundraiser date.

Lutheran Family Services is looking for individuals that are interested in reducing
isolation and enriching the life of an older adult with limited to no social
support Join their Friendly Visitor Program and LFS will carefully match you with a
participant in their Guardianship or Care Management programs. Visits may include
conversation, card playing, crafting, or helping with practical tasks. For more
information or to apply, please contact Katie Scherr at katie.scherr@lfsrm.org.

Wildfires have raged across California, destroying thousands of homes
and wiping out the town of Paradise, located north of Sacramento.
Multiple deaths have been confirmed and large-scale, mandatory
evacuations are still in place for multiple communities across the
state’s impacted areas as first responders work to gain control of the fires. Lutheran Disaster Response
is working with Lutheran Social Services of Southern California, Lutheran Social Services of Northern
California and the California synods to respond to the California fires. As the fires are still raging, they
continue to assess the ever-changing situation to determine the best ways to respond. Your gifts will
help them deliver a robust response to address needs in the devastated communities. Make checks
payable to CTK, marked for “Wildfire Response” and place in the offering plate or send to the CTK
office.
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The Prime Timers will
meet for our Annual
Christmas lunch on
Tuesday, December 11, 2018, at 12 noon, at The
Cheesecake Factory, 8501 W. Bowles, Littleton (in
SW Plaza). Please make reservations to Anna Lisa
Reynolds at 303-948-9567 or to the church office.

As we last reported,
the Growing Home program, which aided homeless
families, was no longer able to host families
overnight at the Rocky Mtn. Synod’s Lutheran
Center. Several Christ the King volunteers have
helped host dinner for several years. After Growing
Home representatives met with Adams County
officials, it appears there will be no more overnight
hosting at the Lutheran Center. However, the
Lutheran Center will continue to be used as the
Growing Home Day Center.
Meanwhile, the work of housing the homeless
doesn’t stop. Growing Home is using a combination
of hotel weeks and other sites to house families for
the weeks the Lutheran Center had been
scheduled.
The overnight and dinner hosting that was
scheduled at the Lutheran Center for January will
continue at Holy Comforter Episcopal Church in
Broomfield (north of 120th Ave. and Wadsworth
Blvd.) CTK is scheduled to serve dinner on Tuesday,
January 15 at 6:00 p.m. If you would like to help
with dinner, please contact Lynette in the church
office.

2 Al Schlager
6 Mark Brundige
Helen Holmes
7 Chris Braun
10 Don Jensen
10 Tricia Sanders
11 Karen Courtright
13 Fred Tafoya
15 Ralph Brundige
21 David Holen

2 Pat Masoner
4 Frank Brown
Bob Holmes
7 Loraine Margheim
14 Mary Ann Evancheck
29 Morgan Pohl

2 Jane Breed
1 Jim Moss
7 Walter Gallo
10 Sandee Brundige
10 Abigail Hunter
14 Becky Fuhrman
18 Karmin Braun
20 Ruth Peterson
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The 2018-2019 season of Theater and Theology continues!
Tickets to the performances of the Denver Center Theater Company are made available to
congregations and individuals through an agreement with the Rocky Mountain Synod and the DCPA
at a reduced group price of $35 each. In addition to the production, following each performance, cast
members are engaged in a moderated talkback on theological issues of the play. Performances are
held on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. through the 10-month theatrical season.
The first play in 2019 is Last Night and the Night Before. When Monique and
her 10-year old daughter Samantha show up unexpectedly on her sister’s
Brooklyn doorstep, it shakes up Rachel and her partner Nadima’s orderly
New York lifestyle. Monique is on the run from deep trouble and brings
their family’s Southern roots with her, grabbing hold of Rachel’s life more
ferociously than she could have ever imagined. This performance will be
held in the Ricketson Theater at downtown Denver’s Theater for the
Performing Arts on Tuesday, January 29 at 6:30 p.m.
The second play is Anna Karenina, a classic by Leo Tolstoy. As a noblewoman and socialite, Countess
Anna Karenina’s glamorous lifestyle shrouds her unhappy marriage. But
everything changes when she meets the dashing army officer Count
Vronsky. She risks her social status, marriage, friends and family for the
thrill of forbidden love. Anna Karenina uses the romantic backdrop of
Tsarist Russia to tell a turbulent tale of passion and betrayal, dreams
chased and lost, and the consequences of getting swept off your feet. This
performance will be held in the Stage Theater at downtown Denver’s
Theater for the Performing Arts on Tuesday, February 12 at 6:30 p.m.
The third play is The Whistleblower, a world premiere by Itamar Moses. For
screenwriter Eli, an offer to finally create his own TV show should be the
ultimate culmination of his goals, but instead shocks him into wondering why
he had those dreams in the first place. Armed with a new sense of spiritual
clarity, he sets out on a quest to serve up some hard truths to his coworkers,
family, exes and friends. What could possibly go wrong? This performance will
be held in the Space Theater at downtown Denver’s Theater for the Performing
Arts on Tuesday, March 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets for all plays are $35 each. Make checks payable to the “Rocky Mountain Synod” and give to
Pat Sandstedt on Sunday mornings or Lynette in the church office. The deadline for Last Night and the
Night Before is Sunday, January 6, for Anna Karenina is Sunday, January 20, and for The
Whistleblower is Sunday, February 10.
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On the First Sunday in Advent, December 2, we will begin
two opportunities to Love, Live and Give Like Jesus. We will
distribute ELCA World Hunger offering envelopes and a
bulletin insert “Until All Are Fed”. We ask that you consider
a special offering for the work of ELCA World Hunger. This
offering will be collected on Sunday, December 23.
Also, on Sunday, December 2, we will have available ELCA Good Gifts
ornaments. You will have the opportunity to purchase gifts from ELCA’s
God’s Global Barnyard program. In addition to barnyard animals, gifts
include fruit-tree seedlings, water filters, farming tools, school supplies
and many more items. Gifts tags will be available on our Christmas tree
outside of the Fellowship Hall on Sundays, December 2, 9 and 16.

Support Community Ministry, Lutheran Family Services,
Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp, Whiz Kids, and many
more non-profit organizations on the 9th annual Colorado
Gives Day! Donations are taken from 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. on December 4, or you
can schedule your donation for that day in advance at www.coloradogives.org. 100% of
your donation will go to the charity you designate.

Christmas concert, “The Miracle of Our Lord”, will be
performed at two locations and times on Sunday, December 9. The first performance
will be at 3:00 p.m. at The Lutheran Medical Center’s Chapel of the Good Samaritan,
8300 W. 38th Ave., Wheat Ridge. (This is located in the northeast corner of the
hospital’s north pavilion with access through the Main Lobby.) The second
performance will be at 7:30 p.m. at Ascension Lutheran Church, 1701 W. Caley Ave.,
Englewood. Both performances are free; however, a freewill offering will be
accepted.

The Colorado Judicial Institute is an organization that supports the Colorado judiciary. Each
year, the Institute gives a judicial excellence award to a district court judge, a county court
judge and a magistrate. This year, the county court judge award was given to Tom Vance. This
is a statewide award with nominations received by the Institute for judicial officers statewide.
This is a distinctive honor. Tom received the award at a dinner held on October 18.
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Upcoming Winter Events
November
21
25

Thanksgiving Eve Worship @ Abiding Hope
Christ the King Sunday—First Communion

December
2

9

16
21
23

24

Formation Hour—Intro to Luke’s Gospel
Distribute ELCA World Hunger offering envelopes
Begin Selling ELCA Good Gifts
Formation Hour—Themes in Luke’s Gospel
Continue Selling ELCA Good Gifts
Community Ministry Kid’s Gifts Due Today
Formation Hour—Connection to Our Time & Place in Luke’s Gospel
Final Day Selling ELCA Good Gifts
Las Posadas
Collect World Hunger offering and coin banks
Formation Hour—Jesus’ Birth Story in Luke
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

January
6
13
20
27

Formation Hour—Circles of Care
Formation Hour—Circles of Care
Formation Hour—Circles of Care
Annual Meeting

February
3
10
17
24

Formation Hour—Paul, Part 1
Formation Hour—Paul, Part 2
Visiting Pastor—TBD
Visiting Pastor—TBD
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Vision:
Hope and Purpose for All
Mission:
Love, Live and Give Like Jesus

Contact Us
303.935.4669
office@ctkdenver.org
Visit us on the web at
www.ctkdenver.org

Christ the King Lutheran Church
2300 S. Patton Ct.
Denver, CO 80219

Core Values:
Radical inclusion
Relational service
Infinite compassion
Abundant generosity
Genuine community

