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Hello IVC Families!
March 13, 2020....the day we all thought we would be out of school for 2 weeks to �atten the curve.
What a difference a year makes....
 
What March also brings in the start of the �nal trimester of the year. As we closed out Trimester 2
there were some noticings by the staff that I would like to share with you as we saw a increase in the
number of students receiving D's and F's in their classes this trimester.
 
We know remote learning is hard and comes with a set of challenges that students have never had to
face before. We know burnout from being online is very real for both students, staff and PARENTS ,
but we have this one last trimester to go and hopefully(�ngers crossed) this will the end of remote
learning come June.
 
But...that said there are some ways we would like to ask your support for our students for this last
trimester.
 
If possible please sit down and chat with your students about some of the things teachers are
noticing.
 
1. Students not completing work. Teachers have shared that many students simply do not turn in
assignments. All assignments are posted in Canvas. Teachers give lots of time in class to do the work,
but many students have their camera's off and the work is not being completed during class time.
Teachers have shared they will send messages in chat to students, emails to students and parents
and provide whole class reminders, but work still goes uncompleted.
 
As a parent you can log in to your child's Canvas account and see their work. You can also ask them to
show you their Canvas account and you can click on assignments to see if they have completed and
turned in assignments. Please make sure to open the assignment. Some students will turn in a blank
document to make it look like the assignment has been turned in.
 
2. Cameras off, students not there. We have students who turn off the camera, mute audio and then
they disappear. If a student doesn't have their camera on the expectation is they are still online and
completing the work. They can use the chat to communicate with the teacher. Teachers are reporting
that students are non responsive and even when they end the class Zoom session, these same



students are still in the session and they have not signed off. The teacher has to remove them from the
session. This is one of the ways an attendance call will be generated. Students must be present and
complete work to get full attendance credit.
 
3. Students saying cameras and mics don't work. We have Chromebooks that can resolve this issue. I
am asking teachers to review this with students and will ask the teachers to alert the Assistant
Principals to anyone who is still saying camera and mics don't work, we will make arrangements to
swap out a device.
 
4. Plagiarism. We are seeing dramatic increase in students copying information directly from the
internet. Although teachers are giving students grace, this is one of those things we cannot do that
on. It is critical students create their own content. We know the students are forced to be online all day
and this is most likely a direct cause of that, but please remind your students that they need to create
their own work and that there are serious consequences for plagiarism. Teachers are reviewing this
with students as well. Many teachers do run essays or written work through Google to check for
plagiarism. Unfortunately it is a necessary tool for teachers not with our new remote world.
 
I know that remote learning is a lot of everyone, we see the burnout for everyone involved, students,
teachers, parents and admin too! My hope is that we can reset a bit for this last trimester and really
have the kids do their best for this last trimester of the year.
 
This month we do have a few other things taking place. Tonight will be IVCMS's turn to present at the
board meeting, check us out for our Celebrating Schools presentation that highlights our work this
year.
 
In addition to that please keep an eye on your emails. NHUSD will completing our annual stakeholder
surveys this month. These surveys are critical for us to get your feedback to help us shape our goals
for next year. I will be emailing the links to all parents next week.
 
Finally next week we get to celebrate our students! I am attaching an updated schedule for next week
for our drive by Honor roll celebration. Please see the schedule and instructions below. We will be
sending this �ier directly to all students who are receiving certi�cates. Please only come if your student
is getting a certi�cate. We are so proud of the work students have done and excited at the chance to
celebrate them!
 
As always, please keep checking your email for updates from both myself and Dr. Thompson. There
are some moving parts happening and thankfully we seem to be making progress towards getting
students back on site. I will also do a Coffee with the Principal in March to �ll you in mid month.
 
Thank you and have a great March!
 
Heather Thorner

INSTRUMENT FITTING NIGHT, Friday March 5th at 6PM
Friday, March 5, 2021 
6pm
 
If your student is an incoming 6th grader for the 2021-22 school year and signed up for BAND. Here is
the link to the mandatory virtual Instrument Fitting:
https://nhusd k12 ca us zoom us/j/86765869636

https://nhusd-k12-ca-us.zoom.us/j/86765869636


 
 
Please be sure to �ll out this form as soon as possible before the event:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oIgunOkrkeJ6ZSRze0Xr-vp2HcnNLwQ10HNAuAc3w0s/edit
 
We will start at 6pm sharp with a meeting for Parents and Students to explain the process.
 
We look forward to seeing you!

Honor Roll Certificate Pick up
We are excited to welcome our students who made a 3.0 or higher next week to come by and grab
their honor roll packets for both 1st and 2ns Trimester.
 
We will be emailing all students who quali�ed.
 
All students should write their name in large print and put it in the front windshield area on the
passenger side of the car. This will allow staff to distribute packets quickly.
 
Families should enter through the front entrance of IVC on Alvarado Blvd. Distribution will take place in
the staff parking lot.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oIgunOkrkeJ6ZSRze0Xr-vp2HcnNLwQ10HNAuAc3w0s/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oIgunOkrkeJ6ZSRze0Xr-vp2HcnNLwQ10HNAuAc3w0s/edit


NO SCHOOL MARCH 8

When

Monday, March 8th, 8:15am

Where

This is an online event. 

More information
There will be no school on Monday, March 8th. This is a board holiday for employees and students.

EL Parent Night- Info Session

When

Thursday, March 18th, 6pm

Where

This is an online event. 

More information
Many EL families received letters about a change in how we will offer English language learning
instruction for next year. We will be discussing the mandatory class all EL students will be placed in
and the process for opting out at this meeting. 
 
Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://nhusd-k12-ca-us.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvfu2gqTwtHtMSlZ4YNBVcWhzDajhAa59x 
 
After registering, you will receive a con�rmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.
Please contact Assistant Principal Kevin Packham at kpackham@nhusd.k12.ca.us if you would like
interpretation in another language for this meeting.

https://nhusd-k12-ca-us.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvfu2gqTwtHtMSlZ4YNBVcWhzDajhAa59x
mailto:kpackham@nhusd.k12.ca.us


Co�ee with the Principal

When

Thursday, March 18th, 9am

Where

This is an online event. 

More information
Please join me for a Coffee with the Principal Zoom session. I will provide an update to our progress
this year and go over any recent updates to our remote learning format.
 
Join Zoom Meeting:
 
https://nhusd-k12-ca-us.zoom.us/j/6069305019
 
Meeting ID: 606 930 5019
 
One tap mobile +16699006833,,6069305019# US (San Jose) +13462487799,,6069305019# US
(Houston) Dial by your location +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) +1
253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) +1
929 205 6099 US (New York) Meeting ID: 606 930 5019 Find your local number:
https://nhusd-k12-ca-us.zoom.us/u/kcJYiogOk 

Check it out!
NHUSD has created a great resource for parents with our Family Learning Portal. I encourage all
families to click the link below to learn about the Family Learning Series, Heath and Wellness support
and tap into various community resources.
 
https://sites.google.com/nhusd.k12.ca.us/nhusdfamilyportal/home 

pdf Math Tutoring Club.pdf Download
3.1 MB

https://nhusd-k12-ca-us.zoom.us/j/6069305019
https://nhusd-k12-ca-us.zoom.us/u/kcJYiogOk
https://sites.google.com/nhusd.k12.ca.us/nhusdfamilyportal/home
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/603ea365d0643e88bd80e7b2


Creative Writing Class
Online Creative Writing Group for Middle Schoolers Has Openings
Next Session Dates:
Tuesdays: 3/9, 3/16, 3/23, and 3/30
Wednesdays: 3/10, 3/17, 3/24, and 3/31
Do you have a middle schooler who likes to write creatively? I am a retired Middle School Creative
Writing, Language Arts, and History teacher with 32 years of experience. I am also a teacher-
consultant with the Bay Area Writing Project, and in my own middle school, I led after-school Creative
Writing groups for 25 years.
I teach two online after-school creative writing groups, one on Tuesday and one on Wednesday, using
the google meet app with students who enjoy writing poetry, stories, lyrics, and would enjoy working
with other like-minded young writers.
I currently have a few openings in both groups. The groups o�cially start at 4:00, but students can log
on as early as 3:45 with an opportunity to write to a writing invitation or to write whatever they would
like. The group ends at 5:15.
The next session dates are:
Tuesdays: 3/9, 3/16, 3/23, and 3/30
Wednesdays: 3/10, 3/17, 3/24, and 3/31
I require a 4-week commitment with payment for the 4 weeks in advance. The cost is $20-25 per class
depending on your family’s �nances. There are some scholarships available. I accept Venmo, Zelle, and
PayPal.



I offer a variety of creative writing prompts and opportunities to work on pieces and to learn how to
self-critique and critique other students’ writings in a positive and safe environment. Most importantly,
students will be writing in a supportive community of young writers.
If you are interested, please contact me at gruenwaldy1@creativewritingforkids.com.
Please also forward this to other parents/guardians you think might be interested.
Please note, this is a group for middle schoolers who enjoy writing. It is not a remedial writing group. If
you are interested in tutoring in writing or reading, please contact me and we can discuss tutoring.
Thank you,
Teri Gruenwald

mailto:gruenwaldy1@creativewritingforkids.com

