Itliong-Vera Cruz
Middle School
October 2020 Newsletter- Distance Learning

Hello IVCMS!
Fall is here, pumpkin spice has arrived and football is in full swing. Well as much as it can be
given Covid has its own version of all these things. But no matter what is happening all around
us, we will always have our students at the center of our work. This month I would like to
spend some time reviewing tools available to parents to help assist their child throughout the
year.
It is critical that students are doing their own work through this time and make the most out
of the distance learning platform. We know it is not ideal for all students, but this is also the
time to check in with your student and see how they are doing. I would highly recommend
going through Parent Connect or Student Connect with your student. Ask them to show you
their progress. O cial progress reports will come out next week and be available on Parent
Connect and via USPS mail.
The teachers are reporting that students are settling in and classroom routines are being
established. Students and staff are trying to make the best out of our situation. We do need
your help as parents. We know you are all balancing so much at home but hopefully by taking
a few minutes to review your students progress you can help get them back on track now
before the end of the trimester.
Remote learning or not, this is the time that we start to see students try some shortcuts, see
how they can gure out a way to do a little less. Sometimes this works, most times it does
not. We are seeing more students than usual not turn in assignments and teachers are having
to do a lot of following up and reminding students to turn in work.
Parent/Teacher conferences will be on October 14th and 15th. Teachers will be reaching out
to the parents of their students who are currently earning a C- or below in the course. Students
will follow our regular minimum day schedule and conferences will begin after 12:15 pm.
Please keep an eye on your email as most teachers will be reaching out in this way to
schedule a meeting.
Below are a few tips and tricks you can use to support your IVC student:

1. Teachers grades live inside Parent Connect and Student Connect. Google Classroom
houses assignment details. As a parent, regularly checking Parent Connect to ensure your
student isn't missing assignments and has taken advantage of a test retake is a good way to
give your student independence to complete the work, but also holding them accountable.
2. You can ask to see your student's Google Classroom account so they can show you the
work they have submitted.
3. IVC teachers allow retakes on assessments, there are some time restrictions with this but
teachers post their policy in their management plans. Management plans can be found on the
IVCMS website. Students should always take advantage of this opportunity if they do not do
well.
4. A parent guide for how to use Parent Connect is attached below.
5. Don't be afraid to reach out. Our counselors are here to support your students. If your
student is struggling in a class or being at home they are able to help. They are able to meet
with you via phone, email or Zoom. They are also able to meet with students via phone, email
or Zoom as well.

We know there is a lot going on in and around our world. We continue to want to serve our
families and are grateful for how well we have been able to solve issues so far. We know there
is a lot coming our way and I will continue to update you.
For now, please do read the updates from Dr. Thompson and continue to listen to his plans.
As we get closer to opening to the hybrid model, I will begin to share IVC speci c information.
I will also be sharing with families well before we o cially open to get feedback and make
changes if necessary.
Thank you all for being on Team IVC!
Heather
Hthorner@nhusd.k12.ca.us
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CHIPOTLE fundraiser
WHEN

Tuesday, Oct. 27th, 4-8pm
WHERE

30920 Dyer Street
Union City, CA
MORE INFORMATION
Come support IVC at the Chipotle in Union Landing! You can
now support IVC with an online order! Use the code H8DTMN4
at checkout. Order online then pick up with their contactless
system. If you order in-store, make sure to tell them you're
there for the school fundraiser and we'll get credit. Share the
yer with your friends and family on social media to boost the
support.
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Counselor Corner
We are now two months into the school year and have already faced so many new
environmental challenges. We are very proud of our students for facing these challenges with
a positive attitude. They are heroes during this moment in history. Their ability to adapt to
change and develop creative and new ways of learning is amazing. Students are slowly
learning to build new relationships and maintain friendships in this new way of life. That said,
we also know these times can be demanding. Navigating virtual learning can be challenging
and we want to remind you we are here to be of support. Our counseling team is holding
sessions with our students through Zoom. When you notice your child struggling or feeling
overwhelmed, please encourage them to reach out. We are here to listen and help!
Here is the link to make an appointment.
https://ivcms.org/counselors-corner
In the month of October counselors will be meeting 6th grade students during their core
classes.
We are excited to share with you this great resource for our Afghan families.
Afghan Coalition
Mrs. Valadez-Santoyo A-G Last Names
mvaladez-santoyo@nhusd.k12.ca.us
Mrs.Yuen H-O Last Names

jayuen@nhusd.k12.ca.us
Mrs.Loth M-Z Last Names
mloth@nhusd.k12.ca.us

We have digital
club offerings
this year!
Check out the various clubs by
clicking the link below:

Yearbooks on
sale!

Yearbook needs
your photos!

The 2020-2021 Yearbooks are

The Yearbook students are

on sale for $35 until January

working hard to make this

2021. Go to tinyurl.com/ivcybk

yearbook one to remember but

and enter the code, 6046

they also need your help. If you

STUDENT CLUBS

have any photos of virtual
learning and students working
or making the best of life at
home, you can send those to
hjeshare.com and our code is
ivcybk. Your photos could
make it into our yearbook!

ELAC Meeting
WHEN

Tuesday, Oct. 13th, 5pm
WHERE

This is an online event.
MORE INFORMATION
Please join Mr.Packham for our English Language Advisory
Committee meeting. We encourage all English as second
language families to join!

Zoom: https://nhusd-k12-ca-us.zoom.us/j/83543881937

Zoom Requests
The more we use Zoom, we are nding a few challenges. Nothing we can't work through, but
we do have a few requests.
We know many families are taking advantage of this time and spending time outside of the
area. We have no issue with this at all as long as a student is able to connect and attend
class.
A challenge we are having is students attending class while in the car on the way to a new
location. Although attending from a new location is great, we would like to ask that families
not have students on Zoom in the car during class time. This is a challenge because when
students join on their phones they do not have the ability to perform all activities in the class
and when connecting to hot spots the cellular connection becomes unreliable.
In addition, please remind your student that they should be sitting in an area and not taking
their computer and class on a walk with them during class time. If a student needs to change
locations at home, they should let the teacher know through private message and shut of their
screen while they move.
Lastly please no students wearing pajamas, wrapped in blankets, still in their beds for Zoom
class sessions.

Thank you for your help!

New Attendance Procedures
Hello,
We are implementing new attendance procedures to meet the guidelines set up by the state of
California to ensure students are not only attending the remote learning classes, but are also
participating in them.
Attached please see the letter that was sent home by the district that explains the new
procedures and various attendance codes.
The main thing to understand is that students must be present on the Zoom class call but
also do the work being assigned each day. Teachers are required to evaluate if a student
completed the needed amount of work during each class session to generate attendance. For
the most part as long as student log in each day and complete the assignments, there will be
no issues for them.
It is even more critical that you report any absences to the o ce, tech related or non tech
related so we can update your child's attendance. You can report absences via phone 510-4890700 or email IVCattendance@nhusd.k12.ca.us.

Attendance Procedures Commu…

docs.google.com

