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HELLO IVC!
Fall has arrived, we have 9 weeks under our belts and the students have de�nitely settled into
school. As much as many of us were worried about the academic slide we would see with our
students, we are seeing they really did take more away from last year then we thought and it
continues to be great having them back in our buildings.
 
But that doesn't mean we are not seeing the after affects of students being home for a year
and a half. We are seeing a that students are having a hard time communicating with their
peers and learning how to socially interact with each other again.
 
This month we will begin our new SEL( Social Emotional Learning) curriculum Way�nder. Our
goal with this work is to tap into the headspace of our students to better understand their
social needs while at school. The more we create a balanced equitable environment for our
students, the better they will be able to learn. Project Way�nder will be a series of surveys our
students will take and then data from the survey results will guide the work we do with
students.
 
It is the end of the �rst progress period of the year as well. I would highly recommend going
through Parent Connect or Student Connect with your student. Ask them to show you their
progress. O�cial progress reports will come out next week and be available on Parent
Connect and via USPS mail. We do need your help as parents. We know you are all balancing
so much at home but hopefully by taking a few minutes to review your students progress you
can help get them back on track now before the end of the trimester.
 
Parent/Teacher conferences will be on October 21st and 22nd. We will have minimum days on
those days. Teachers will be reaching out to the parents of their students who are currently
earning a C- or below in the course. Students will follow our regular minimum day schedule
and conferences will begin after 12:15 pm. Please keep an eye on your email as most teachers
will be reaching out in this way to schedule a meeting.
 



I have also attached the Canvas guide I shared last month to help answer questions related to
Canvas and get Parent Access.
 
Below are a few tips and tricks you can use to support your IVC student:
 
1. Teachers grades live inside Parent Connect and Student Connect. Canvas houses
assignment details. As a parent, regularly checking Parent Connect to ensure your student
isn't missing assignments and has taken advantage of a test retake is a good way to give your
student independence to complete the work, but also holding them accountable.
 
2. You can ask to see your student's Canvas account so they can show you the work they have
submitted. Or you can check on the parent app for Canvas.
 
3. IVC teachers allow retakes on assessments, there are some time restrictions with this but
teachers post their policy in their management plans. Management plans can be found on the
IVCMS website. Students should always take advantage of this opportunity if they do not do
well.
 
4. A parent guide for how to use Parent Connect is attached below.
 
5. Don't be afraid to reach out. Our counselors are here to support your students. If your
student is struggling in a class or being at home they are able to help. They are able to meet
with you via phone, email or Zoom. They are also able to meet with students to discuss
concerns.
 
 
Thank you all for being on Team IVC!
 
Heather
 
Hthorner@nhusd.k12.ca.us
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MORE INFORMATION ON PROJECT WAYFINDER
We are pleased to announce that we will be implementing a Social Emotional Learning
program to support the students and community of Itliong-Vera Cruz Middle School. Way�nder
Project will collect data about our students’ social and emotional status and needs.
 
This will support the staff in creating activities that are designed to address the areas of need.
The �rst step in the process is having students complete a 6 question, on-line questionnaire

http://ivcms.org/
mailto:Hthorner@nhusd.k12.ca.us
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/615a81abf867477e42576137


each week so that we can better know all our students' needs. We have sent communication
to the students and added the information to the students’ CANVAS page.
 
We want to support all of our students and our entire community to ensure that everyone feels
safe, supported, and welcome on campus. Having a sense of belonging, community, and a
purpose leads to success in middle school.
 
Here is a link with directions for how students can complete this 5 minutes survey.
https://bit.ly/waypointsSTUDENTdirections

FROM MS. NEM ACTIVITY DIRECTOR
Monday, October 4-Friday, October 8 is National Do Something Nice Week! At IVC we will have
kindness activities and challenges for students to participate to help promote being nice on
campus. We'll make morning announcements with more info.
 
Our �rst spirit day of the year is Friday, October 8! Our 8th graders are choosing their colleges
in core for the �rst PBL project of the year. Show off your college spirit by wearing college and
post secondary inspired apparel.
 
Spirit Week is coming! Monday, October 25-Friday, October 29 is spirit week! Join in on the
fun by dressing up for each day:
Monday: Pajamas 
Tuesday: Twins 
Wednesday: Wacky
Thursday: Sports
Friday: Halloween Costumes
 
Monday, October 25 is Larry Itliong Day, celebrated across California. At IVC, we will be
honoring one of our namesakes by doing activities throughout the day to celebrate and learn
more about Larry's life and legacy.
 
Lunchtime games begin in October! We'll be offering some activities a few days a week at
lunch for kids to play.
 
Since we will not be offering our traditional Halloween Carnival this year, due to Covid
restrictions, we're getting creative about an opportunity to celebrate in a different way! Stay
tuned for more info to come on what that looks like.
 
Thank you to everyone who pre-ordered spirit wear. Once everything comes in, we'll be
distributing to students in seventh period classes.
 
Follow us on instagram for more info on what's happening at IVC @ivccougars

FAMILY LEARNING SERIES

https://bit.ly/waypointsSTUDENTdirections
https://bit.ly/waypointsSTUDENTdirections


Hello,
NHUSD has updated their Family Learning Portal. Please check out the newest additions.
 
https://sites.google.com/nhusd.k12.ca.us/nhusdfamilyportal/home 

COUNSELOR CAFE
Don't miss our 2nd Virtual Counselor's Cafe mini workshop on October 8th, 12pm-1pm. Our
focus this month will be YOUR TEEN AND SOCIAL MEDIA. Counselor's Cafe Zoom Link

TIK TOK TRENDS AND A TOOL TO USE!
As yet another challenge is upon us, this time the Squid Game challenge has peaked the
interest of kids across the country. We wanted to remind you about commonsensemedia.org.
 
Besides ridiculous Tik Tok challenges such as Devious Licks or the latest "Slap a staff
member", the internet has the ability to spread things quickly. By educating yourself about
what is going on, you can have conversation with your student about the dangers in
participating in whatever the latest ridiculous trend is.
 
I encourage all parents to check out the resources on this site and to attend our Counselors'
Corner this Friday, where our counselors will be sharing more information on how to
understand more about your teen and their interactions online.

WE NEED PARAPROFESSIONALS!
IVC is very much in need of paraprofessionals to help our most special students in the
classroom.
 
We have both the RCA 1 positions and CA3 positions open at IVC. The positions are ideal for
college students and members of the community. 9 units of college credit is required or you
can take and pass a paraprofessional test to qualify for the job. A RCA paraprofessional
assists our students in class with academic support in general education classes. A CA3
paraprofessional assists with our most special students who are focused more on critical life
skills work.
 
You can learn more by creating an account at Edjoing.org and then searching the jobs for
NHUSD. You will �nd the listing there. Please apply online and feel free to email Desiree
Reyes, DMreyes@nhusd.k12.ca.us if you apply.

TITLE 1 FUNDS
Thank you to all of those who �lled out and turned in the Educational Bene�ts form.

https://sites.google.com/nhusd.k12.ca.us/nhusdfamilyportal/home
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://nhusd-k12-ca-us.zoom.us/j/88966609858&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1633468221023417&usg=AOvVaw2n9wiFN1YO3oV8R5u8ULD1
http://commonsensemedia.org./
mailto:DMreyes@nhusd.k12.ca.us


 
OUR EFFORTS PAID OFF!!!
 
We made the cut off and we are able to secure out Title 1 dollars! 
 
Thank you again and congrats to Tyler Smith who won our prize of a JBL portable speaker!

CREATIVE WRITING CLASS FOR MIDDLE
SCHOOLERS
Online Format, Four-Week Signups-- 
https://tinyurl.com/yrwnxtz6
For middle schoolers who enjoy writing poetry, stories, lyrics, skits, this class gives them an
opportunity to immerse themselves in learning new creative writing skills and writing new
poetry and stories in a positive and safe environment with other creative writers their same
age.
Click on the website and see a sample format, sample lessons, student writing and
comments.
Teacher: Teri Gruenwald
I am a retired credentialed Middle School Creative Writing, Language Arts, and History teacher
with 32 years of experience. I have led after school Creative Writing groups for 26 years and
have worked with the Bay Area Writing Project.
Class Logistics and Cost
I will send out a questionnaire to determine what day of the week and time works for the
majority of the students.
I require a four-week commitment with payment for the four weeks in advance. The cost is
$20-25 per class depending on your family’s �nances. I accept Venmo, PayPal, and Zelle. Some
scholarships are available.
Contact Me: gruenwaldy1@creativewritingforkids.com
If you are interested, please contact me. Please note, this is a group for middle schoolers who
enjoy writing, rather than a remedial writing group. I am also for hire to provide students
tutoring in writing or reading.
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ZOOM UPDATE
In an effort to keep our Zoom communications more secure, the district has made some
changes to our Zoom setup that may require you to login to our Zoom meetings differently
than you have in the past.  
 

https://tinyurl.com/yrwnxtz6
https://sites.google.com/creativewritingforkids.com/creativewritingforkids/creative-writing-for-kids
mailto:gruenwaldy1@creativewritingforkids.com
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/615a84dbeaf83ff39527b78a


When you try to join a teacher/staff Zoom, you need to click “Join from your browser” as it
shows below. This will give you the updated version of Zoom within the Chrome browser
window. You do not, and should not, need to install Zoom as prompted, just click “Join from
your browser”. You may also be prompted to login with your New Haven USD Google email
address and password in some cases as a measure to minimize Zoom abuse.

PARENT TEACHER
CONFERENCE/MIN DAY
SCHEDULE BOTH DAYS
WHEN
THURSDAY, OCT. 21ST, 12:45PM TO
FRIDAY, OCT. 22ND, 3PM

WHERE
THIS IS AN ONLINE EVENT.

MORE INFORMATION
Teachers will reach out to those families of students of
who they would like to meet with. Please check your
email and communicate back with the teacher if you
can attend.

MESSAGE FROM AES!
My name is Jason Ross and I am the Media Specialist at AES. Because of the pandemic, I
have several books that are still checked out by 6th and 7th graders at IVCMS.  
 
Can all student and families who have any books that belong to AES, please bring them to the
IVCMS Media Center. We can return the books to AES for you.
 
Thanks!



 
-- 
Jason Ross
Media Specialist
Alvarado Elementary School
31100 Fredi St.
Union City, CA 94587
 

http://yearbookordercenter.com/


Canvas FAQs - Parents/Guardians docs.google.com

OneDrive onedrive.live.com
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