PRACTICE LAW.
PROMOTE JUSTICE.
CHANGE LIVES.
Dean Renée McDonald Hutchins
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At UDC Law – the District’s only public law school – our students do
justice in this era of assault on American values while receiving a highquality education. UDC Law is committed to the practice of law in the
public interest, providing more than 100,000 hours of legal services to
thousands of low-income D.C. residents each year through the law school’s
legal clinics and robust set of experiential programs.
Among the more than 200 ABA-accredited law schools in the nation, UDC
Law consistently earns high rankings for its diversity, clinical program, and
government and public interest job placement, with a No. 2 ranking by the
National Law Journal (2018) and Law.com (2019) for government and
public interest job placement and No. 13 ranking for Best Clinical Training
Program by U.S. News & World Report (2020).
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•

Our tuition is the lowest in the region—just $18,200 a year for full-time
students in the greater D.C. area. UDC Law offers a first-rate education at
an exceptionally affordable price, holding out the promise to meaningful
employment without the burden of unmanageable student debt.

•

With the largest clinical requirement of any U.S. law school, our topranked program provides students the opportunity to gain experience in
direct representation and policy advocacy. Each student provides more
than 600 hours of pro bono legal service, gaining direct, hands-on work
experience and acquiring the skills needed to solve real problems.

•

UDC Law has one of the most diverse law school student bodies in the
nation, with significant representation by women, people of color, and
older students. The Princeton Review (2019) ranks UDC Law No. 1 in the
nation for “Most Chosen by Older Students,” No. 2 for “Most Diverse
Faculty,” No. 4 for “Greatest Resources for Women,” and No. 5 for
“Greatest Resources for Minority Students.”

•

UDC Law was founded nearly fifty years ago as an institution modeled
on a “neighborhood law firm,” in which students from groups
underrepresented at the bar learned to practice law while providing critical
legal services to the poor. In their 1972 welcoming address to the school’s
inaugural class, Edgar and Jean Cahn noted that they held the school “in
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trust . . . for future generations of law students, for the legal profession, and ultimately for society
– that which is, and that which is struggling to be born.” In the years since UDC Law’s founding,
the law school has graduated thousands of students while providing life-saving legal services to
countless low-income District residents.
•

The law school’s namesake, David A. Clarke, was a central figure in the District’s civil rights
movement and a lifelong advocate for the rights of the disenfranchised and working people. Clarke
was elected as one of the original members of the D.C. Council after the District won home rule in
1974 and later served as Chair of the Council. During his tenure on the Council, Clarke emerged as
a national leader and effective advocate for rent control and gun safety, among many other causes.
When the District-based Antioch School of Law faced closure in 1986, Clarke seized the opportunity
to create the District’s only public law school. A constant champion of the School of Law’s diversity
and public service missions, Clarke later joined the faculty of the D.C. School of Law as co-founder
and co-director of the Legislation Clinic in 1993.

Our continued success and the life-changing legal
services we provide are only made possible by the
combined efforts of the District’s public officials
and private partners.
If you would like to make a tax-deductible
contribution, visit www.law.udc.edu/donations
or make your check payable to:
Attn: DC School of Law Foundation
UDC David A. Clarke School of Law
4340 Connecticut Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20008
If you have questions, please call 202.274.7400.

Learn more about how UDC Law students practice law, promote justice, and change lives at www.law.udc.edu
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