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You could say that the idea for the statue dedicated 
to Vietnam veterans at the Veterans Memorial Plaza in 
2008 in Apalachicola, Florida, was born in Vietnam on 
May 28, 1969. That was the day that a 199th Light 
Infantry Brigade Company ran into an NVA ambush in 

Xuan Loc. A nineteen year-old PFC from Maryland named Jan Scruggs was severely wounded that 
day, as was his sergeant, Jimmy Mosconis, a self described “old home-town boy” from the Florida 
Panhandle port city of Apalachicola. 

“He was one of my guys,” Mosconis said of Scruggs, who went on to become the guiding force 
behind the building of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. “I was an E-6; he was 
an E-3. I ran the mortar platoon. When we were ambushed that day, he almost bled to death and 
I was wounded, but not as badly. Six weeks later Jan was back in the field. He had a lot of metal 
in him.” 

The bond that Sgt. Mosconis and PFC Scruggs formed on the battlefield in Vietnam was 
rekindled in 2000 when Scruggs, the head of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, paid a visit 
to his old sergeant in his hometown of Apalachicola. The talk got around to memorials. Scruggs 
mentioned that Frederick Hart, the sculptor who created the iconic “Three Servicemen” bronze 
statue that sits next to The Wall, had expressed the desire before he died in 1999 to have a few 
replicas in other places around the country. 

“He wanted them out there so people could see it and not have to go to Washington,” 
Mosconis said.  

Scruggs then asked his old sergeant if he wanted the first one in Apalachicola. “It was a crazy 
idea,” Mosconis said. “It was wild. I said, ‘Yes.’” 

 That began an eight-year odyssey to raise the money to build the Apalachicola Veterans 
Memorial Plaza, a few blocks north of the city’s downtown, with the statue as its centerpiece. 
Mosconis started a nonprofit group, Three Servicemen Statue South, and began the fundraising. 
“I talked to friends and veterans and got a good team on board,” Mosconis said. “It wasn’t easy, 
but nothing worth doing is easy.” 

All the legal and engineering work was donated. Contributions, big and small began to come 
in. Most importantly, a local contractor, Gulf Asphalt, sent three men with five pieces of heavy 
equipment to do five weeks’ worth of site work for free. “If they hadn’t done that, it wouldn’t 
have been done, because we had run out of money,” Mosconis said. “To this day every time I see 
the owner I thank him.” 

Private donations ran the gamut from small to large. “We had a lot of twenty-five-dollar 
contributions,” Mosconis—who donated a large amount of money himself—said. “We raised a 



total of $1.2 million.” With the money in hand, a statue was made from the original Three 
Servicemen molds in the foundry on Long Island in New York where the original bronze was cast. 
It was delivered to Florida by FedEx in a twenty-eight-foot trailer after Mosconis contacted the 
company’s founder and CEO, Fred Smith, a Vietnam veteran. “He agreed to ship it free,” 
Mosconis said of Smith. “That would have cost thousands.” 

The statue is what is known in art circles as a “detail.” The statue is “not the total work,” 
Mosconis explained, as it does not include the lower parts of the three figures. “The Three 
Servicemen is a national art treasure,” Mosconis said, “that’s why our version had to be a detail. 
It doesn’t have legs.” The statue is embedded in a nine-ton piece of granite, which gives the 
appearance that the fighting men are treading water or are above their knees in mud. When he 
heard that the statue would be a detail with the men’s legs cut off, Mosconis said, “I thought it 
was going to look like a bust. But placed on the black granite on an angle gives the effect that the 
guys are raised out of rock.” 

The statue and the city-owned Veterans Memorial Plaza, which is managed by the Florida Park 
Service, were dedicated on July 12, 2008. Mosconis served as emcee at the dedication 
ceremonies. Jan Scruggs gave the keynote speech. Lindy Hart, the sculptor’s widow, also spoke. 

The plaque below the statue notes that it is dedicated “in memory of those persons from the 
South who valiantly served their country during the Vietnam War (1959-1975). Their 
commitment to their country, to freedom and to each other will long be honored by this 
memorial, which represents, for all time, the human face of those who served”. 

As for Jan Scruggs’s old sarge, the experience of leading the effort to build the extraordinary 
memorial was one of the most meaningful in his life. “It humbles me to think about it and talk 
about it,” Mosconis said. “It is an honor to have the only replica of this famous statue in our town. 
We would not have received it without the dedication of everyone here.” 
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HATS, TOWELS, DOG TAGS, ARMOR & CANTEENS: 

   The artist Frederick “Rick” Hart was struck by the fact that the American involvement in 
Vietnam was a war waged, in large part, by teenagers.  In his final version of the statue, The 
Three Soldiers advance as if dazed, as if almost overwhelmed by the terrible power of the 
things they carry. The things they carry — an accumulation of armor, weapons, and 
ammunition.  Encumbered though they are, The Three Soldiers’ humanity remains intact. 
Inscribed on their limbs: the strain of combat, and the strength of camaraderie.  On their 
faces: the innocence of youth, and the shadow of mortality. 

• The GI Towel – Veterans explained that the green GI towel soaked up sweat and was 
also used to cushion heavy loads.  These guys had a lot of things to haul around. But 
the towel was soft. Something light. Something that brought a little relief. 

• The Boonie Hat – The “boonie” hat, is a bucket-shaped, broad-brimmed hat, also 
known as a “bush” or “tropical” hat.  Prior to the 1960s, 
Boonie hats were not in the U.S. military uniform 
inventory, but the U.S. military had taken notice that their 
British and Aussie allies were wearing some smart 
headgear in hot climates.  For many Americans in 
Vietnam, wearing a Boonie hat became routine, 
especially during the later years of the war.  

• Dog Tags - Soldiers wear two dog tags, also known as identification tags, primarily for 
identification purposes in case of death or injury on the battlefield. One tag stays with 
the body, while the other is used for record-keeping and notification of next of kin. It 
was common to lace one tag into your boot laces, for security and so that the two tags 
would not “clink” together giving away your position.  A typical military dog tag has 5 
lines of information that can be embossed on them. Each line can accommodate 15 
alpha numeric and some special characters. The standard information given on the 
tags are first name, last name, service number, blood group, and religious 
preference.  

• M69 BODY ARMOR VEST – The Type M69 body armor vest, 
more commonly known as the Flak jacket”. was a protective 
garment for the upper body, a vest stiffened with layers of 
ballistic nylon, which was worn by many American soldiers 
who served in Vietnam. Many wore their flak jackets unzipped, 
and wide open at the front in the “unsecured” position. In the 
hot and steamy climate, whenever they were given a choice 
between better ventilation and better protection, the 
preference was almost invariably for better ventilation.  

• CANTEEN AND COVER - The standard issue canteen was typically made of 
aluminum or plastic and held about one quart (32 ounces) of water. The specific 
number of canteens varied depending on the soldier's role and mission 
requirements, but carrying multiple canteens was a standard practice.   
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WEAPONS: 

The M60 is a belt fed machine gun used during the Vietnam War as a squad automatic 
weapon.  Every soldier in the rifle squad would carry an additional 200 linked rounds of 
ammunition for the M60, a spare barrel, or both.  It is generally used as a crew-served 
weapon and operated by a team of two or three individuals. The team consists of the 
gunner, the assistant gunner (AG), and the ammunition bearer. The M60 received the 
nickname "The Pig" due to its bulky size and appetite for ammunition. 

 
The M16 is a selectable automatic or semi-automatic rifle.  It fired the newer 5.56 mm 
round with an official range of 550 meters for point targets and 800 meters for area targets. 
The M16 wasn’t introduced to the battlefield until May of 1964, almost 7 years after its 
creation and well into the war. This is because the M16 and M16A1, encountered reliability 
issues due to inadequate training and maintenance procedures, as well as the use of a 
different powder in the ammunition and its ability to support a bayonet.  Note, the “M” 
stood for “Model” and not “Mattel” as some soldiers joked. 

 
The Colt M1911 is a semi-automatic pistol chambered 
primarily for the .45 ACP cartridge.  Combat narratives 
from Vietnam veterans are filled with stories of pistols 
used effectively. Handguns became a necessary fallback 
option when rifles or machine guns jammed or ran out of 
ammunition.  In such desperate engagements, the 
stopping power of the .45 ACP round was particularly 
praised as a rapid and reliable solution.  Throughout the long war in Vietnam, a number of 
soldiers and Marines carried civilian-made sidearms. This was largely in the early years of 
the war, when regulations regarding personal defense weapons were more relaxed. These 
weapons were either brought from home or sent to Vietnam by anxious family and friends. 
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