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Y Dallas City Council Candidate Survey

DALLAS PUELIC

LIBRARY

Name David Blewett
Office Sought/District District #14

Email david@blewett.com
Phone Number (214) 354-2104
Since March 2020, have you visited NO

Dallas Public Library online?

Before COVID, how many times a year
did you visit a Dallas Public Library
Branch in person?

6 or more times

Which DPL locations(s) have you Central Library Lakewood
visited?

The Dallas Public Library is committed | -¢

to providing clean, inviting and safe

libraries for customers and staff. Do

you agree that Dallas Public Library

buildings are clean and inviting?

Library Programs

Dallas Public Library provides GED classes, preschool storytimes, English Language Learning classes,
promoted adult literacy, offers small business support, free internet access and assists with resumes,
job searches and job applications FOR FREE to all Dallas residents. Several facts suggest more
services are needed:

¢ Dallas has the third-highest poverty rate among U.S. cities with populations larger than 1 million
people.*

¢ Dallas has the highest child poverty rate among those cities.*

¢ Dallas has the lowest percentage of adults who have a high school diploma among 22 peer cities
nationally.*

**Micciche, Dan (2014, August 26). Restore full funding to Dallas public libraries. Dallas Morning News
(https:/www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2014/08/26/restore-full-funding-to-dallas-public-
libraries)
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Libraries are an important resource
for children. Through private funding
the Dallas Public Library offers FREE
preschool programs, hosts the
SMART Summer Reading Program,
provides computer and Wi-Fi access.
Do you support the library providing
programs for our youngest citizens?

Libraries are also critical resources to
Dallas’s senior population; however,
funding for senior programs is limited
to private sources. Do you agree that
itis important to increase public
funding for senior programs at the
Dallas Public Library?

Program funding is paid for by private
funding obtained by the nonprofit
Friends of the Dallas Public Library,
not by tax dollars. The city does not
pay for these library programs and
services. Do you agree that some
public funding should be allocated to
programming at the Dallas Public
Library?

Compared to peer cities like Phoenix,
San Diego, Denver and Detroit, the
Dallas Public Library is one of the
poorest funded library systems per
capita. Do you feel that Dallas
deserves a better funded library
system?

YES

YES

YES

YES

Following the 2008-2009 financial crisis, the Dallas Public Library’s budget was cut by 40%, which led to
Dallas library hours being cut dramatically and the loss of 50% of the staff. Budget cuts continued
through 2011-2012. Finally, in 2014, the City of Dallas committed to restore the library’s budget.

With its current operating budget, in 2019, the Dallas Public Library did some amazing things including:

Over 11 million people visited a Dallas Public Library location or accessed the library online
Nearly 500,000 attended a program or event at one of the 29 branch locations

More than 11 million items circulated with an additional 3.5 million digital items checked out
85,000 children and caregivers attended a literacy program at a library

Library staff connected over 1,000 people to social services and provided over 3,200 programs for
library customers experiencing homelessness
e QOver 25,000 adults attended English Language Learning, Basic Reading, GED and citizenship

classes

e 213 people received their GED through Dallas Public Library
e Launched Applied English classes at 8 branches which help participants practice their English
language skills while doing practical activities such as filling out standard forms, grocery

shopping and banking.
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e Library visitors logged nearly 450,000 hours of computer time

If elected, will you commit to VES
continuing to responsibly grow the
library’s operating budget?

If yes, what are your ideas? More collaboration with Dallas ISD for programming and
funding.

The Dallas Public Library’s materials VES
budget to purchase books, media,
ebooks/e-audiobooks and databases

has remained essentially flat since FY

2015. The cost to provide these

materials continues to increase. Will

you commit to support a budget that
provides the library the resources it

needs to meet our community’s

needs?

In your opinion, what is the role of the Dallas Public Library?

It needs to continue to provide programming for children an seniors and | see an innovative and
connected future where the Library becomes more of a virtual "office" as we redefine our public spaces
in a post-COVID world.

The Dallas Library must also become more integrated with Dallas County Community Colleges in
helping our underserved population with workforce training and help.
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