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Just So You Know
A New Strategic Plan for the Dallas Public Library System was adopted last year.

The Dallas City Council last year unanimously approved a new strategic plan for Dallas Public Library, 
which indicated the library system, with its 29 branches and Central Library location, was well 
positioned geographically to meet the future needs of residents, but that upgrades and renovations would 
be needed at most of the branch library locations. For the Central Library, it was recommended that a 
major renovation occur sometime in the future.

The plan also referenced the need for more programming resources to be developed for the system. 
Currently, most of the City budget goes to support facilities and staffing, with most programming funds 
coming from third parties such as the Friends of the Dallas Public Library. Last year, the Friends of the 
Dallas Public Library pledged at least $350,000 in program support funding to the library for the next five 
years. 

Yet, budget cuts were proposed last year

At the same time the strategic plan was being adopted last year, the Dallas City Manager proposed 
eliminating one library location to help balance its budget. Proposals to cut library services are not 
unusual. Dallas has a history of cutting library services to help balance its budget.
2024 was no exception. Faced with state-imposed limits on budget increases and the loss of federal 
funding, the Dallas City Manager proposed closing the Skillman Southwestern Branch Library and cutting 
an additional $2 million from the library budget to help balance the city’s budget. 

The Skillman Southwestern Branch only remained open due to a Councilmember allocating $500,000 
from their district’s COVID/disaster fund, but library funding was still cut by $1.4 million in FY25 and 
proposed to be cut by $1.8 million in FY26. 
The Skillman Southwestern Branch remains at risk of closure, as it is not included in the City’s 
preliminary proposed 2025-2026 budget passed last year by the Council. 
Experience shows that budget cuts made to the Dallas Public Library (DPL) can take years — even 
decades — to be restored. Also, we believe closing the Skillman  Southwestern Branch directly contradicts 
the Library’s new strategic plan. 

Our library system has a direct impact on thousands of residents' lives every day.

It is a vital resource for our Dallas community:
Nearly 9 million items were checked out from DPL in 2024.
688,257 Dallas residents hold a DPL library card. 
237,690 patrons attended 15,992 library programs — a 33% increase over 2023. 
15,829 meals and snacks were served at DPL branches during the summer. 
692 library volunteers contributed 14,344 hours of service. 
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DPL staff attended 1,683 offsite events and engaged with 95,384 people about library services. 
Dallas residents are estimated to have saved $30 million last year by using free resources,
services, and programs offered by DPL.

 
Dallas Public Library Makes a Major Impact

Our Dallas public library system has been and continues to be a valued community resource impacting 
our city every day.

Do you have a Dallas Public Library 
card?

YES

Over the past 12 months, have you 
visited a Dallas Public Library location 
either online or in person?

YES

Which DPL locations(s) have you 
visited?

Visited DPL Online Central Library Arcadia Park

Audelia Road Bachman Lake

Bookmarks at NorthPark Center Dallas West

Forest Green Fretz Park Grauwyler Park

Hampton-Illinois Highland Hills Kleberg-Rylie

Lakewood Paul Laurence Dunbard Lancaster-Kiest

Lochwood Martin Luther King Moutain Creek

North Oak Cliff Oak Lawn Park Forest

Pleasant Grove Polk Wisdom Prairie Creek

Preston Royal Renner Frankford

Skillman Southwestern Skyline Timberglen

Vickery Park White Rock Hills

Do you believe that libraries are 
important?

YES

Do you believe libraries are 
adequately funded in Dallas?

NO
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Dallas Public Library has 29 branch 
locations in every corner of the city in 
addition to the Central Library across 
from City Hall. At present, only one 
DPL location is open 7 days a week 
(Vickery Park branch). There are 27 
locations open 6 days a week, and 2 
locations are only open 5 days per 
week. Do you support having all 30 
locations open 7 days a week?

YES

Dallas Public Library is more than just 
books. It provides GED classes, 
preschool story times, ELL classes, 
promotes adult literacy, offers small 
business support, free internet 
access, senior programs, assists with 
resumes, job searches and job 
applications FOR FREE to all Dallas 
residents. Most of these programs are 
made possible thanks to private 
funding - the City of Dallas provides 
little programming money. Would you 
support the City of Dallas providing 
more public funding to programs?

YES

The Dallas Public Library’s materials 
budget to purchase books, media, 
ebooks/e-audiobooks, and databases 
has remained essentially flat for the 
last several years. At the same time, 
publishers providing these materials 
continue to increase their costs for 
both physical and digital materials. If 
elected, will you support additional 
increases up to $500,000 in next 
year's budget to help our library catch 
up on needed materials?

YES

After now knowing that the Dallas 
library system is one of the poorest 
funded per capita among similarly 
sized cities, do you believe that Dallas 
should increase its library funding on 
a per capita basis?

YES

Would you accept, under any 
circumstances (Prop U), to eliminate 
any of our branch library locations in 
order to balance our city budget?

YES
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Now that you know more about the 
services provided by the Dallas Public 
Library, and the financial challenges it 
faces, if elected, will you commit to 
continuing to responsibly grow the 
library’s operating budget?

YES

If yes, what are your ideas? Library funding is high priority for me. As a former FODPL
Board Member and Advocacy Committee Co-Chair, I am
committed to advocating in favor of adequate funding for
libraries. I answered the question about potential library
closures "YES" because of the situation surrounding the
Skillman Southwestern branch. Last year, the branch was
identified by Library Staff leadership as a potential location to
close, but it was saved due to community advocacy and CM
Blackmon securing federal funds to keep it open. However,
this issue will likely arise again, and even though I don't want
to see any branches closed, we may need to revisit closing
this particular branch based on recommendations from city
staff.

In your opinion, what is the role of the Dallas Public Library?
DPL has many roles!  In addition to offering the traditional collection of books and materials for residents 
to check out, the libraries bring our communities together through events and resource opportunities such 
as tax assistance, ESL, homeless engagement, and more.   

I am proud of my association with the libraries and will continue to be a strong advocate for libraries as 
critical infrastructure for the city.

Additional Comments
I'm a proud library supporter and have visited every branch in the DPL system!  I'm looking forward to 
continuing to work with FODPL.
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