Wills Vs. Burial Insurance
The best choice isn’t one or the other — it’s understanding how they work together.
Wills vs. Burial Insurance

	
	Will
	Burial (Final Expense) Insurance

	Purpose
	Legal document that explains what happens to your property and belongings after you die.
	Insurance policy that provides money to pay for your funeral, burial, or cremation costs.

	When it helps
	After your death, during estate settlement (can take weeks or months).
	Immediately after death — pays cash quickly for urgent expenses.

	Who it helps
	Your heirs — by dividing your estate according to your wishes.
	Your family or beneficiary — by covering final expenses right away.

	Covers
	Assets, property, guardianship for children, personal items.
	Funeral, burial, cremation, final bills, and other immediate costs.

	How to set it up
	Usually written with an attorney or online legal service; signed and witnessed.
	Simple application through an insurance company (often no exam).

	Cost
	One-time setup fee ($100–$500 typically).
	Ongoing monthly premium ($25–$100+, depending on age and coverage).


In Simple Terms

· A will tells your family what to do.
· Burial insurance gives them the money to do it.
You could think of it like this:
The will handles your legacy — who gets what.
The insurance handles your goodbye — how you’re laid to rest.

Why You Need Both
1. Burial insurance gives your loved ones immediate financial relief.
2. A will gives them legal direction and clarity after you’re gone.
3. Having both ensures your wishes are honored without creating stress, debt, or family conflict.
 
                                                         Example
Imagine someone passes away without burial insurance but has a will.
· Their assets are tied up in probate for months.
· The family still must pay $10,000 + upfront for funeral costs.
Now imagine they had both:
· The burial insurance pays out within days, covering the funeral.
· The will then ensures everything else is distributed smoothly.

Bottom Line
If you can only start with one:
· Begin with burial insurance if your family would struggle to pay for final expenses.
· But make sure you add a will as soon as possible — it’s equally essential for protecting your legacy.

