Planning your own funeral is one of the best gifts you can give your loved ones. It relieves them of stress, reduces confusion, and ensures your wishes are respected.
Here’s a clear, step-by-step guide to doing it the right way:
 1. Decide Exactly What You Want
Start by thinking about the kind of service or memorial you’d like:
· Type of disposition: burial, cremation, green burial, or donation to science
· Service style: traditional funeral, celebration of life, or no service
· Location: funeral home, place of worship, outdoors, or at home
· Personal touches: favorite music, readings, photos, or dress code
Simply write down what matters most as this becomes the foundation of your plan.
2. Estimate the Costs (You can ask us)
Funeral expenses can include:
· Funeral home services
· Casket or urn
· Cemetery plot or cremation niche
· Transportation
· Flowers, obituary, programs, etc.
Contact local funeral homes or look online for general price lists (GPLs) to compare costs.
3. Decide How to Pay for It
There are a few main ways to cover funeral expenses:
· Burial (final expense) insurance guarantees funds to your beneficiary when you pass.
· Prepaid funeral plan: pay directly to a funeral home for specific services.
· Dedicated savings account or trust: set aside money just for funeral costs.
Best practice: 
Make sure the funds are easily accessible to your family when needed — not locked in probate.

4. Put It in Writing 
Create a simple document with your preferences and key details:
· Your full name, date of birth, and next of kin
· Funeral and burial/cremation wish
· Who should make decisions if changes are needed
· Information about insurance or prepaid plans
Keep this separate from your will, because wills are often read after the funeral.
5. Talk About It
It may feel uncomfortable, but sharing your plan:
· Reduces family conflict or uncertainty
· Helps your loved ones know what to do
· Ensures someone knows where to find the documents and policy details
6. Keep Everything Organized
Put all important paperwork in one place:
· Funeral plan document
· Life/burial insurance policy
· Prepaid contracts or receipts
· Contact info for funeral home, lawyer, or executor
Tell at least one trusted person where it’s kept — and update it every few years.


