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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

Introduction 

The following story is the third and final part of the attendance series with the 
Providence Children and Youth Cabinet. The first two stories focused on attendance at 
the elementary and middle school grades. This story focuses on attendance at 
the high school level. We are focusing on the Juanita Sanchez Complex - formerly 
the two small schools of Providence Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and 
William B. Cooley Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

We continue to examine the available data through the Social Ecology Framework. 

Data Story Page Children and Youth Cabinet (HS): Page 1 of 12 

  

javascript:void(null);


2 
 

Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

Introduction 

The goals of the data story include: 

1. Use data to increase our understanding of what strategies we need to focus on 
to improve outcomes; 

2. Understand the issues we will need to focus on to create an integrated data 
system at the individual level, including data gaps, confidentiality issues, and 
technical issues; 

3. Understand factors affecting attendance at three grade levels and use data 
story to inform work on attendance. 

Beginning in the 2011‐2012 school year, the Sanchez Complex will be considered one 
school. For the purposes of this story, we have added together student data from 
PAIS and Cooley in most places. 
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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

Social Ecology Model 

 

All three data stories on attendance at different grade levels have been framed using 
the Social Ecology Model, which advocates for the examination of environmental 
factors that extend beyond the individual characteristics to encompass family, peer, 
and school influences (interpersonal characteristics) as well as community factors. 
This model incorporates all the realms in which a child’s well being is influenced, and 
reflects a more nuanced analysis of the factors affecting attendance in schools 
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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

What are the key factors affecting attendance in high school? 

Factors that affect attendance in other grade levels continue to affect high school 
attendance. These include: 

• Prior academic performance 
• Prior attendance 
• ELL status 
• Suspensions 
• Transportation 
• Community safety 

In addition, stressors that are unique to high school students include: 

• Work employment 
• Teen pregnancy & parenthood 

The following pages will explore these factors for students attending one of the two 
schools now merged into the Juanita Sanchez Complex. Indicators are grouped by 
social ecology categories. 
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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

PAIS & Cooley in Context 
 

 
 

Cooley and PAIS consistently have high rates of chronic absenteeism and low 
attendance rates when compared to other high schools in the state. 

 

The chart on the right shows chronic absenteeism rates for all public high schools in 
the state. The chart on the left shows attendance rates. As you can see, Cooley and 
PAIS both have exceptionally high rates of chronic absence compared to other high 
schools, and therefore make good schools to examine absenteeism. It is also evident 
that attendance rates often mask high rates of absenteeism. 

For the purpose of this story, we will be examining absenteeism in three categories: 
Low = 0% to 5%, 
Moderate = 5% to 10%, and 
Chronic = 10% or more. 

Note: Because students with very short enrollment periods may skew chronic absenteeism statistics unfairly, 
the percentages will be based on students with a minimum enrollment of 30 days or more throughout this 
story.                                          Data Story Page Children and Youth Cabinet (HS): Page 5 of 12  
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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

Prior NECAP Performance 

 
 

Of students who were chronically absent in 2010-11, just 55% achieved proficient in 
reading in the previous year compared to 62% of students in the lowest absence 
category. 

 

This bar graph shows the percentage of students who scored "Proficient" or "Proficient 
with Distinction" on the reading NECAP exam in the previous year (2009-10). In high 
school, NECAP is given in the 11th grade. Therefore, this graph shows 12th grade 
students at Cooley and PAIS in 2010-2011 who took the NECAP in 2009-2010. 

Note: Students who are Limited English Proficiency (LEP), took an alternative assessment, enrolled after the 
exam date, or were otherwise designated "non-tested" are not included. 
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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

Prior Chronic Absence 

 

 

70% of students at Cooley and PAIS who were chronically absent in 2010-11 had also 
been chronically absent the year prior. 

 

This bar graph shows the percentage of students at Cooley and PAIS in 2010-2011 
who were chronically absent (as defined by missing 10% or more of days enrolled) in 
SY2009-2010. Nearly 70% of students who were chronically absent in 2010-11 were 
also chronically absent in 2009-10. For students who were moderately absent in 
2010-11 only 21% had been chronically absent in the prior year. 

Note: To protect student confidentiality, data are not shown for any groups with fewer than 10 
students. 
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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

ELL Status 

 

 

Only 19% of students who were chronically absent in 2010-11 received English 
Language Learner services in the prior year. 

 

The bar graph indicates the percentage of students in each absence category who 
received English Language Learner (ELL) services in 2009-2010. 19% of students who 
were chronically absent in 2010-11 received ELL services the previous year compared 
to 28% of students who were moderately absent and 22% of students in the lowest 
absence category. 
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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

PAIS: Teen Parenthood 

 

 

The majority of teen mothers at PAIS were chronically absent. 
 

The bar graph on the left shows the percentage of female students at PAIS for years 
2004-05 to 2008-09 who had low, moderate, or chronic absenteeism AND are 
identified from HEALTH birth records as a teen parent. 

The bar graph on the right shows the percentage of female students at PAIS for years 
2004-05 to 2008-09 who had low, moderate, or chronic absenteeism and who 
have NOT ever reported to have had a child during their time in school. 
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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

Suspensions in Prior Year 

 

 

Nearly 27% of students who were chronically absent in 2010-11 were suspended out 
of school at least once in the prior year. 

 

This bar graph shows the percentage of students at Cooley and PAIS in 2010-2011 
who had one or more out-of-school suspensions in the previous year, 2009-2010. 
Fewer than 15% of students who were chronically absent in 2010-11 had received an 
out-of-school suspension in 2009-10, compared to nearly 27% of students who were 
chronically absent. There were too few students in the low absence category to be 
able to display these data. 
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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

Summary of Findings 

The previous slides provide information on two high schools- PAIS and Cooley- with all 
the readily-available data to date. There are still data points we are interested in that 
are unavailable. These include: 

• Teen work employment 
• School & community safety 
• Transportation 

The information gathered in previous stories is reinforced in this data story. Prior 
absence, prior academic performance, and prior suspensions are all important 
indicators of high school attendance. ELL status, however, which was thought to be an 
important factor, did not appear to negatively affect attendance. 

In addition, we learned from previous data stories that free- and reduced-lunch (FRL) 
and special education status (IEP) are not good predictors of chronic absence in 
Providence public schools and therefore are not highlighted as critical indicators. 
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Data Story: Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

Essential Question: What are the primary factors that affect student attendance in high school? 

Final installment of the working data story for and with the Providence 
Children and Youth Cabinet. Our focus high schools are the Providence 
Academy of International Studies (PAIS) and William B. Cooley, Sr. 
Health & Science Technology High School (Cooley). 

 

Conclusions & Next Steps 

The data story is a work-in-progress. As missing data points become available, the 
data story will more accurately illustrate what factors are important influences on high 
school attendance, and where strategies should focus to improve outcomes. 

Another important step in the data story is the continuing effort to gain access to 
individual student-level data, which will further our knowledge of attendance-related 
factors. 

Next Steps 

1. Collect the missing data, engage other stakeholders, implement data sharing 
and/or parent permissions as needed, and round out the story 
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A P P E N D I X  
Children and Youth Cabinet (PAIS & Cooley HS) 

story link: http://ridatahub.org/datastories/children-and-youth-cabinet-hs 

 

Data Sources 

Rhode Island Department of Health 
http://www.health.ri.gov/ 

 
Providence Public Schools 
http://www.providenceschools.org/ 

 
Rhode Island Department of Education 
http://www.ride.ri.gov/ 

 

Related Terms 

• INDICATORS 
• # Students Fall Support = % Substantially below Proficient - NECAP Reading 

o Short Definition: % of Students Substantially below Proficient - NECAP Reading 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 6 
o Indicator 

card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/percentsubstantiallybelowproficientnecapreading/popup/ 
• # Students Fall Support = # Chronically Absent Only [10% to <20%] - Grades 9-12 (30 

day min) 
o Short Definition: # of students in grades 9 through 12 who were absent from school 

between 10% and 20% of a minimum 30 days enrolled 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 7 
o Indicator 

card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/numattdchronicoabsent_gr9to12_30_pg/popup/ 
• # Students Fall Support = # Chronically Absent [10%+] - Grades 9-12 (30 day min) 

o Short Definition: # students in grades 9 through 12 who were absent 10% or more 
of a minimum 30 days enrolled 

o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 7 
o Indicator 

card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/numattdchronic10pabsent_gr9to12_30_pg/popup/ 
• # Students Fall Support = # Chronically Absent [Low] - Grades 9-12 (30 day min) 

o Short Definition: # students in grades 9 though 12 who were absent less than 5% of 
a minimum 30 days enrolled 

o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
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o Found on pages: 7 
o Indicator 

card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/numattdchroniclowabsent_gr9to12_30_pg/popup/ 
• # Students Fall Support = % Chronically Absent [Low] - Grades 9-12 (30 day min) 

o Short Definition: % of students in grades 9 through 12 who were absent less than 
5% of a minimum 30 days enrolled 

o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 7 
o Indicator card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/attdchroniclowabsent_gr9to12_30_pg/popup/ 

• # Students Fall Support = # Proficient - NECAP Reading 
o Short Definition: # of Students achieving Proficient or Proficient with Distinction on 

the NECAP Reading test 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 6 
o Indicator card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/percentproficientordistinctionnecapreading-

2/popup/ 
• # Students Fall Support = # Chronically Absent [Mod] - Grades 9-12 (30 day min) 

o Short Definition: # students in grades 9 though 12 who were absent between 5% 
and 10 % of a minimum 30 days enrolled 

o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 7 
o Indicator 

card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/numattdchronicmodabsent_gr9to12_30_pg/popup/ 
• # Students Fall Support = % Chronically Absent [Mod] - Grades 9-12 (30 day min) 

o Short Definition: % students in grades 9 through 12 who were absent from school 
between 5% and 10% of a minimum 30 days enrolled 

o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 7 
o Indicator card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/attdchronicmodabsent_gr9to12_30_pg/popup/ 

• # Students Fall Support = % Proficient Only - NECAP Reading 
o Short Definition: % of Students Proficient - NECAP Reading (level 3 only) 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 6 
o Indicator card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/percentproficientnecapreading/popup/ 

• # Students Fall Support = % Partially Proficient - NECAP Reading 
o Short Definition: % of Students Partially Proficient - NECAP Reading 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 6 
o Indicator card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/percentpartiallyproficientnecapreading/popup/ 

• # Students Fall Support = % Chronically Absent [18 days+] - Grades 9-12 (30 day min) 
o Short Definition: % students in grades 9 through 12 who were absent from school 18 

or more of a minimum 30 days enrolled 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 7 
o Indicator card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/attdchronic18dabsent_gr9to12_30_pg/popup/ 

• # Students Fall Support = % Chronically Absent [10%+] (no min) 
o Short Definition: % students who were absent from school 10% or more of days 

enrolled 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
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o Found on pages: 5, 7 
o Indicator card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/attdchronicabsent/popup/ 

• # Students Fall Support = % Chronically Absent [10%+] - Grades 9-12 (30 day min) 
o Short Definition: % students in grades 9 through 12 who were absent 10% or more 

of a minimum 30 days enrolled 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 7 
o Indicator card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/attdchronic10pabsent_gr9to12_30_pg/popup/ 

• # Students Fall Support = % Proficient or Higher - NECAP Reading 
o Short Definition: % of students scoring at or above the proficiency level on the 

NECAP reading test 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 6 
o Indicator 

card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/percentproficientordistinctionnecapreading/popup/ 
• # Students Fall Support = % Chronically Absent Only [10% to <20%] - Grades 9-12 (30 

day min) 
o Short Definition: % of students in grades 9 through 12 who were absent from school 

between 10% and 20% of a minimum 30 days enrolled 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 7 
o Indicator card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/attdchronicoabsent_gr9to12_30_pg/popup/ 

• # Students Fall Support = % Proficient with Distinction - NECAP Reading 
o Short Definition: % students Proficient with Distinction - NECAP Reading 
o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 6 
o Indicator 

card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/percentproficientwithdistinctionnecapreading/popup/ 
• # Students Fall Support = # Chronically Absent [18 days+] - Grades 9-12 (30 day min) 

o Short Definition: # students in grades 9 through 12 who were absent from school 18 
or more of a minimum 30 days enrolled 

o Agency Source(s): RIDE 
o Found on pages: 7 
o Indicator 

card:http://ridatahub.org/dictionary/indicator/numattdchronic18dabsent_gr9to12_30_pg/popup/ 
• KEYWORDS 

o Education, Early-Warning, Children & Youth Cabinet 
• Tags 

o Chronic Absence, Education, Attendance 

 
Related Data Stories 

Chronic Absenteeism Among Kindergarten Students 
http://ridatahub.org/datastories/chronic-absenteeism-in-kindergarten/1/ 

  

High School Chronic Absenteeism & College Persistence: Linking K-12 data to 
Post-secondary outcomes 
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