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READER.

| Ince Ireland is reckoned among the Principal

X Iflands in the Worldy and-deferves to be

efteemed fo, (whetber you confider the Sita-
ation of the Country, the Number and Good-

- nefs of its Harbours,the F ruitfuinefs of the
Soil, or the Temperature of the Climate) ; it is firange
that this Noble Kingdom, and the Affairs of ity
Should find no room in Hiftory, but remain fo very ob-
Jeures  that not only the Inbabitants know little or no-
thing of what bas paffed in their own C ountry ; but

even England, a Learned and Inguifitive Nation,
skilful beyond comparifon in the Hiftories of all other

Countries, is neverthele[s but very imperfeltly in-
formed in the Story of Ireland, though it be aKing-
dom fubordinateto England, and o jgtbe bigheft im-
portance toit.

This could never be fo, if there were extant any
compleat or coberent Hiftory of that Kingdom 3 which
indeed there is not, thofe relating to the Times be=
fore the Conqueft, being Fabulous; and thofe fince, but
Scraps and Fragments. ‘

~ As for thofe Hiftories that treat of the Times be-
fore the Englifb-Congueft, Doifor Keating’s is the
befl, andis.exceédingly applauded by fome that did,
: b and
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Profpedt in and others that did not know better : Peter Walth

Pref. 13.

thinks ’tis the only compleat Hiftory that we have of
all the Invafions; Conquefts, Changes, Monarchs,

‘Wars, and other confiderable Matters of that truly
‘ancient Kingdom : But after all, it is no more than -

anill-digefted Heap of very filly Fictions. And
P. W’s Profpect, which isin effeit the Epitomy of
Keating in Englifb, with all the Art be could ufe
to polifb it will never pafs for more than an Utopian
Atchievement. And Mr Flaherty’s Ogigia muft-
expelt the fame Fate, though be bas /bewn a great
deal of Learning and Induftry in methodizing the Sto-
ry, and fitting a Table of Synchronifmtoit 5 which,
with [mall Variation, might ferve as well for the
Hiftory of the Seaven. ;

But thofe Tralls that bave been written of later
times, bave moft of them another F ault; they generally
write true, but not obferving Chronology 5 tbey jumble
Times, Per fons and Things together, and fo confound
the Story. Sir James Ware was the firft that mend-
ed this Errory and is undoubtedly the beft Author that
bas undertaken the Irifb Hiftory ; but be bas only the -
four Reigns of Henry VII, Henry Viil, Edward.
VI,and QueenMary.Campion and the reft have but
aScrap bere and there,and that it [elf very imperfeitly.
And Camden’s Annals, Fryer Clun’s, and others,
that were moftly collelted by the Menks, are very fauj-
ty, and bave no coberence ; Spencer’s View of Ire-

land is very well, and Sir John Davys bis Dif-

courfe is better ; but both are Commentaries rather

than Hiflories.

- It muft therefore follow, That an Entire and Co-
berent Hiftory of Ireland muft be wvery acceptable
to the World, and wvery.ufeful to the People of
England, and the Refugees of Ireland, efpe-

cially



To the Reader.

cially at this funilure, when that Kingdom isto be
re-conquered 3 and perbaps Time may prodyce [uch.a
one. - But as no Body was born a Many but by de-
grees increafed from bis Childboods fo you muft not
expelt all the Perfection in the firft Edition, which
Time and better Information may produce in a Second,
In the mean time this Collection will give you fuch a
Scheam and Idea of the Irifb Affairs as will be ufefyl
to you, till you can get a better. 1 will not pretend
“this Collellion is free from Miftakes, = no wife Man
will expelt that, for be that Copies after others (as
Colletors of Hiftories muft do) cannot always be
fure.be writes Truth 5 Who is {o Skilful ( fays
Cambden ) that {trugling with Time, in the
foggy dark Sea of Antiquity, may not run
upon Rocks ?  And whoever writes an Irifb Hiftory,
muft ( to make Coberence ) fometimes, conjeCturis
venari, as Sir James Ware fays; But I affure
the Reader, Thereis no wilful Prevarications berein,
and that if I difcover any Miftakes at all, I will at
the End of the Book ( or by new Sheets, which may
be bound up with it ) - publifb the correttion of fuch
Miftakes, as foon as conveniently may be.

©" And now perbaps the Reader expels I fhould be- -
fpeak bis Favour : But I am far from being folicitous
about the Reception this Book will have in the World
~ for either the Cenfurer could do it better, and then be
Jhould bave done fo, and not like a Dog in a Manger,
binder others and do nothing bimfelf 5 or be could not
do it better, and then by cenfuring me be will but pro-
claim bim[¢lf an envious Cozcomb;  for none but fuch
will find Fault with that which they cannot mend :
In a Word, the Cenfure of Fools or conceited Fops
can do me no Prejudice, and the Wife and the Learn-
ed will be more 7Juﬂ and Ingenuous than to reward the
great Pains I bave taken ( in collecting and metho-

dizing
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William Dodingzel, Lord Juftice, found Work enough to
ftruggle with thefe Difliculties, and the rather, becaufe
Fohn Fitz-Thomas appeared again with a great Army in
Mearh : But the Parliament {oon afrer met at Kilkenny, "and
obliged him to releafe the Earl of Vjffer, taking his two Sons
Hoftages for him. And it {feems that this did not fatisfie the
Complainants,but that they impeached him at theParliament,
il England, ( 23 E.1.) for divers Offences and’ Felonies

“done1n Ireland. ~He protefted he could clear himfelfby Law,
but becaufe he would not, cwm ipfo Domino Rege placitare; he
fubmits himfelf wholly to the King’s Favour; into which
he was received, upon Pledges for-his future demeanour, and
>tis probable he was alfo obliged to releafe his Claim to the

1294,

Lib. GGG,
Lambe:b.
.Priny 259,

1295.

Caftle of S/igo, and other his Lands in Cosnaught ; which |

was the Occafion of all this Stir. =~

About Eaffer the King. buile the Caltle of Bezumoryss in
Wales, for the better fecurity ofa Paffage to and from Irelard :
And about the fametime, the King required Aid, to marry
his Sifter to the Emperour; and fuchasdid contribute there-
unto, are mentioned in the Pipe-Rolls of the Exchequer.

In the mean time, onthe third Day of 4pri/, the Lord
Juftice died; and during the Interval of Governmens, the
Irith made ufe of the Opportunity, and wafted great part of
Leinfter, burnt Newcaftle, and many other Towns: But at
length the Council chole _ .

“Thomas Fitz-Manrice Fitz-Girald; Lord Juftice, he was
nicknamed Nappagh, Simiacus, or the Ape, becaufe when his
Father and Grand-Father were murdered, at Calan, the Ser-

vants (on the néws of it ) run out of the Houfe, as if di- :

ftra&ted, and left this Thomas in the Cradle; whereupon an
Ape ( which was kept in the Houfe ) took up the Child,
and carried him to the top of the Caftle of Trsfy; and
brought him down Safe, and laid him in the Cradle, to the
admiration of all the Beholders. -

This Lord Juftice was Father of the firft Earl of Defmond,
and - was fo great a Man, that he is often ftyled Prince and
Ruler of Munfter : Butit feems he fupplyed the Place of Lord
Jultice but a very fhort time; for -

v Fohn Wogan, Lord Juftice, arrived from England, on the
eighteenth of OcZober : He madea Truce for two Years, be-
tween the Burks and the Giraldines ; and received a Writ to
take the Fealty of the Abbot of Owsy, in the County of Liwse-
rick; and having called a Parliament ( which it feems fetled
Matters to his Mind ) he went with a froart Party, to aid
the King in Scotlend : His Majelty nobly feafted them, at
Roxborough Caftle ; and they, in requiral, did the King
very good Service. But that you may fee what fort of Par-
Z liaments’

1295.'.

BithopUfher’s
life, 34.

Frier Ryffel.
M. S
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The REIGN of

1296.

1297.
1298, |

1300,

" Richard de Burgo, Earf Alof _‘}'olm‘_d-é- Barré'.

‘liaments were in Ireland, in thofe Days,. I 'will prefent the

Reader witha Lift of this Parliament.

- Olffer. A William de Barry,
Geofry de Genevil, - Walter de Lacy.
FJobn Fitz-Thomas,afterwards Richardde Excefter.
' Earl of Kildare. John Pipard. ,
Thomas Fitz-Manrice ( Nap- Walter Lenfant.
pagh). . o Jordande Exon.
Th‘eoi’ald le Butler. Adam de Stanton.
Theobald de Verdun. . Symon de Phipo.
Peter deBrimingham of Athen~ William Cadel. )
7. , Fohn enVal.
“Peter de Byimingbam of Thet- Morris de Carew.
moy. ' George dela Roch.
Euftace de Poer. " Maurice de Rochfort. 5
Fohn de Poer. - Muurice Fitz-Thomas of Ker
Hugh de Purcel. 7y, ~ B :
:7oﬁz de Cogan. '

William de Rofs, Prior of Kilwmainham was left Lord Depu-
ty to Wagan ; buteither the Irifh did not fear him ( beinga
Clergyman ), or they thought this a time of Advantage,
whilft the Lord Juftice, and many of the Nobility and beft
Soldiers, were in Scotland; and therefore to improve it, .
( as they were ufed to do) they rofe in Rebellion, in feve-
ral Places. Thofe of Slewmargy burnt Leighlin, and other
Towns : But O Hanlonand Mac Mahons, met with more Op-
pofition in Urgile, for they were both {lain. :

FJohn Wegan, Lord Juftice, returned again from Scorland,
in Oéfober, and throughly reconciled the Burks and the Giral-
dines, and kept every thing {o quiet, that we hear of no

- Trouble in a great while, except {fome Difturbance the Irifh

gave to the Lord Theobald de Verdun, in attacking his Caftle
of Roch. , _

Pollard Mony 'was now decryed both in England and Ire-
land ; and theKing did again enter Scotland, and fent to

‘Ireland for Aid ; and wrote not only to the Lord Juftice, but

alfo fent pareicular Letters to every one of the Nobility to at-
tend him. o ,

W hereupon the Lord Juftice, accompanied by Foh#n Fitz-
Thomas, Peirce Brimingham, and many others, made a {fecond
Expedition into_ Scot/and, with good Succefs. I the mean
time, part of the City of Dublin, and particularly S. Warberg’s
Church, wasburnt, onS. Colme’s Eve ; and the Irifh were
again at their ufual Pranks, taking Advantage of the Lord
. | Juftices



