
Learning and Development Policy and Procedure
“The learning and development requirements are informed by the best available evidence on how children learn and reflect the broad range of skills, knowledge and attitudes children need as foundations for good future progress.

Early years providers must guide the development of children’s capabilities with a view to ensuring that children in their care complete the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) ready to benefit fully from the opportunities ahead of them.” 
Page 7 of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2021:1.1
The EYFS is how the Government and early year’s professionals describe the time in a child’s life between birth and age 5. This is a very important stage as it helps your child get ready for school as well as preparing them for their future learning and successes. From when your child is born up until the age of 5, their early years experience should be happy, active, exciting, fun and secure; and support their development, care and learning needs. 

I will meet the EYFS requirements by:
· Working in partnership with parents and/or carers, to promote the learning and development of all children in my care, and to ensure they are ready for year 1.           (EYFS 2021:1.1)
· Discussing how the EYFS is being delivered in my setting and the range and type of activities and experiences provided for children, the daily routines and how you can share learning at home. (EYFS 2021:3.74)
· Interacting with children and responding to my day-to-day observations about children’s progress and observations that parents and/or carers share. 
· Obtaining your consent to share and exchange information about their child with other settings that the child accesses and professionals if appropriate to do so. (EYFS 2021:2.6)
· Working with parents and/or carers and other settings to identify children’s starting points within the 7 areas of learning.

· Considering the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in my care; and by using this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience for each child in all areas of learning and development. (EYFS 2021:1.11)
· Ensuring a strong foundation for your child’s development in the three prime areas (Communication and language; Personal, social and emotional development and Physical development). The specific areas of learning (Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the world and Expressive arts and design) provide your child with a broad curriculum, with opportunities to strengthen and apply the prime areas of learning. This is important in developing language and developing language. (EYFS 2021:1.11)
· Deciding what I want your child to learn, and the most effective ways to teach it, as well as stimulating children’s interests (EYFS 2021:1.14)
· Responding to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interactions, coupled with secure routines for play and learning. (EYFS 2021:1.14)
· Planning and guiding what children learn; reflecting on the different rates at which children develop and adjust my practice appropriately. Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are: 

1.  Playing and exploring - children investigating and experiencing things, and ‘having a go’.

2.  Active learning - children concentrating and keeping on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy achievements.

3. Creating and thinking critically - children having and developing their own ideas, making links between ideas, and developing strategies for doing things. (EYFS 2021:1.15)

· Seeking to engage and support parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s development at home. (EYFS 2021:1.16)

· Reviewing a child’s progress when they are aged between two and three; providing parents and/or carers with a short written summary of their child’s development in the prime areas. (EYFS 2021: 2.4)

· Discussing with parents and/or carers how the summary of development can be used to support learning at home. (EYFS 2021:2.5)
· Making information available about the range and type of activities and experiences provided for their children, and how parents and/or carers can share learning at home. (EYFS 2021:3.74)
· Encouraging parents and/or carers to note and share their child’s achievements at home through the use of observations, diary updates and photographs.  

I ensure that:

· I undertake appropriate training and professional development opportunities to ensure I offer quality learning and development experiences for children that continually improves (EYFS 2021:3.21)
· I know children’s level of achievement and interests; and then shape teaching and learning experiences for each child reflecting that knowledge. 
· In my interactions with children, I respond to my day-to-day observations about your child’s progress and observations that parents and/or carers share. (EYFS 2021:2.1)

· Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development. (EYFS 2021: 2.3)

· Parents and/or carers are encouraged to share information from the 2-year-old progress check with other relevant professionals, including their Health Visitor. (EYFS 2021: 2.6)

· Stimulating resources, relevant to all children’s cultures and communities are provided. 

· I design an effective early years curriculum, building on the strengths and meeting the needs of your children. However, my professional judgement is key. ‘Development matters: Non-statutory curriculum guidance for the early years foundation years’ offers me a top-level view of how children develop and learn.
· I deliver high quality early years education, with a strong focus on communication. 
· Children are encouraged to take risks and explore. (Development Matters – page 2)
· Children are observed as they act and interact in their play, everyday activities and planned activities. (Development Matters – page 3)
Interactions with Children
 I will support and extend children’s learning by:
· Playing with children. 

· Providing opportunities to develop their own play and independent exploration. (Development Matters 2021:6)
· Encouraging them to explore and show your own interest in discovering new things.

· Help children as needed, to do what they are trying to do, without taking over or directing.

· Scaffolding their learning by giving them just enough help to achieve something they could not do independently (Development Matters 2021:6)
· Joining in play sensitively, fitting in with children’s ideas.

· Modelling pretending an object is something else; and help develop roles and stories.

· Encouraging children to try new activities and to judge risks for themselves. 

· Supporting children’s confidence with words and body language.

· Paying attention to how children engage in activities - the challenges faced, the effort, thought, learning and enjoyment. Talk more about the process rather than the finished product.

· Talking about how the children improve their skills through effort and practice, and what we all can learn when things go wrong. 

· Supporting children to choose their activities – what they want to do and how they will do it.

· Stimulating children’s interest through shared attention, and calm over-stimulated children.

· Helping children to become aware of their own goals, make plans, and to review their own progress and successes.

· Describing what I see them trying to do and encouraging children to talk about their own processes and successes.

· Being specific when I praise, especially noting effort such as how the child concentrates, tries different approaches, persists, solves problems, and has new ideas.

· Encouraging children to learn together and from each other.
· Encouraging open-ended thinking by not settling on the first ideas: ‘What else is possible?’
· Always respecting children’s efforts and ideas, so they feel safe to take a risk with a new idea.

· Giving children time to talk and think.

· Valuing questions, talk, and responses, without rushing toward answers too quickly.

· Supporting children’s interests over time, reminding them of previous approaches and encouraging them to make connections between their experiences.

· Encouraging children to describe problems they encounter, and to suggest ways to solve the problem.

· Showing and talking about strategies – how to do things – including problem-solving, critical thinking and learning.

· Giving feedback and help children to review their own progress and learning. Talking with children about what they are doing, how they plan to do it, what worked well and what they would change next time.

· Helping children keep ideas in mind by talking over photographs of their previous activities.

· Planning linked experiences that follow the ideas of children that they are really thinking about. 

· Ensuring children can maintain focus on things that interest them over a period of time. 

· Ensuring children have time and freedom to become deeply involved in activities.

Learning Environment

I will:
· Ensure the environment is safe and secure providing children with the confidence to explore and investigate their surroundings.

· Provide stimulating resources and materials that promote children’s interests, sense of curiosity and explore all their senses.  
· Provide resources that are accessible and open-ended so they can be used, moved and combined in a variety of ways.

· Provide resources and materials that reflect the diverse society we live in today and promote equality and diversity.
· Arrange flexible indoor and outdoor space and resources where children can explore, build, move and role play.

· Help children concentrate by limiting noise and making spaces visually calm and orderly.

· Plan first-hand experiences and challenges appropriate to the development of the children.

· Consider how the use of natural materials can be used to promote sensory learning.

· Ensure children have uninterrupted time to play and explore. Children will become more deeply involved when provided with something that is new and unusual for them to explore, especially when it is linked to their interests.

· Keep significant activities out instead of routinely tidying them away.

· Make space and time for all children to contribute.
· Build in opportunities for children to play with materials before using them in planned tasks.

· Establish enabling conditions for rich play: space, time, flexible resources, choice, control, warm and supportive relationships. Play is a key opportunity for children to think creatively and flexibly, solve problems and link ideas.
· Develop a learning community which focuses on how and not just what we are learning.
For Children whose home language is not English:

Providers must take reasonable steps to provide opportunities for children to develop and use their home language in play and learning, supporting their language development at home. Providers must also ensure that children have sufficient opportunities to learn and reach a good standard in English language during the Early Years. (Statutory framework for the EYFS 2021: 1.13)

I will support children whose home language is not English by:

· Finding out as much information as possible about the child’s language skills in their home language as well as English.
· Encouraging parents to share a list of common words in their language.

· Encouraging and create opportunities for children to interact with peers or adults who speak their home language.

· Supporting children to make relationships with other children from whom they can learn English.

· Building good relationships with parents/carers using the support of interpreters or language advocates if necessary.

· Using gestures and visual clues to support spoken language.

· Using simple language and pronounced words clearly.

· Repeating words and phrases often.

· Giving children time to respond.

· Emphasising key words and information.

· Providing resources and toys which reflect the child’s cultural background.

· Including dual-language books demonstrating a variety of letters and scripts.

· Displaying visual clues within the environment along with labelling in the child’s home language and English.

· Using daily routines as regular opportunities for learning and development.

· Planning games, music and stories which strengthen and value children’s home language and help them to develop English.
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