
Risk Assessment Policy and Procedure
“Providers must ensure that they take all reasonable steps to ensure staff and children in their care are not exposed to risks and must be able to demonstrate how they are managing risks.” 
Page 31 of the Statutory Framework for the EYFS 2021 (3.65)
“Childminders must take all necessary measures to minimise any risks to the health or safety of the children in their care.” Childcare Register requirements 

I will meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and Childcare Register by:

· Giving the highest priority to health and safety of children.

· Carrying out regular risk assessments.

The following 5 steps illustrate the risk assessment process:

hse_Risk Assessment_5 Steps 
1. Identify the hazards.

2. Decide who might be harmed.

3. Evaluate the risks.

4. Record significant findings.

5. Regularly review my risk assessment. 

I will make changes to my practice where hazards or risks re occur 

Risk assessments relating to my environment

“Risk assessments should identify aspects of the environment that need to be checked on a regular basis, when and by whom those aspects will be checked, and how the risk will be removed or minimised” EYFS 2021 (3.65).
I will:
· Conduct a daily check of the indoor and outdoor environment. 
· Engage children in identifying risks and understanding how to keep themselves safe.
· Record issues identified during my daily check.

· Undertake a risk assessment of my premises and equipment at least once a year, and immediately, where the need for an assessment arises. 
· Ensure my premises are fit for purpose and suitable for the age of children cared for and the activities provided.
· Ensure compliance with the space requirements as outlined in the Statutory Framework for the EYFS 2021 (3.58).
· Risk assess before implementing any variation to my ratios, in order to demonstrate to parents and/or carers and inspectors that the individual needs of all the children are being met.

· Risk assess any visitors to my home that I do not know and refuse access to anyone whose identification I cannot verify (please see my Visitor’s Procedure).
Risk assessments for outings

“Providers must assess the risks or hazards which may arise for the children, and must identify the steps to be taken to remove, minimise and manage those risks and hazards” 
EYFS 2021 (3.66)
“Childminders must take all necessary measures to minimise any risks to the health or safety of the children in their care Childcare Register requirements 

To meet the requirements, I will:
· Obtain written permission from parents and/or carers to take the children on planned outings. 

· make sure I always have:

· my mobile phone with me, fully charged, with the parents and/or carers’ emergency contact details
· a first aid kit with the appropriate contents in
· appropriate equipment for the children in my care, which is checked on a regular basis, such as pushchairs, medication, and change of clothes.
· Make sure my vehicle is adequately insured for business use.

· Check the car seats are properly fitted. I am aware of the legislation with regards to car seats, which is outlined at child-car-seats-the-rules 
· Check I have enough petrol for the outing planned. The vehicle will also be checked for tyre pressure, tax, breakdown cover…… 
· Ensure children have an understanding of road safety and appropriate behaviour in the vehicle, subject to age and stage of development.

· Obtain the written risk assessment documentation from the venue I intend to visit to identify if the venue is suitable for the number and ages of the children in my care.

It is not necessary to carry out a risk assessment before every outing, but written risk assessments maybe in place for the following if I have judged it necessary:
· Trips to the park

· Visits to the shops

· Visits to the local Surestart Children’s Centre.

· Trips to museums and art galleries.
· The school run.

· Trips on public transport – buses and trains. 

· Visits to the local library.

· Please note I may have obtained the risk assessment from the places visited.

· I will obtain parental permission and complete a separate risk assessment for a special outing such as to the Zoo or the beach. 

· I will assess children’s individual health needs to ensure that any medication and dietary requirements are adhered to and recorded during outings.
· I have a ‘Missing Child’ procedure in place.

· I have a ‘Health and Safety’ Policy and Procedure in place.  
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