2019 FDA APPROVALS FOR BLOOD CANCER
LLS Helped Advance 10 of the 11 Blood Cancer Treatment Options Approved in 2019 To Date
Our long-term research investment is paying off. Since we started in 1949, The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) has invested nearly $1.3 billion in cutting edge
cancer research, leading to breakthroughs in immunotherapy, genomics and personalized medicine that are saving and improving the lives of patients. This year,
we are seeing significant advancements for patients – from new chemotherapy-free combination treatment options to progress for myeloma and pediatric patients.
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LLS helped advance 44 of the 50 blood cancer treatment options approved
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration since 2017 to date.
Supported by The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
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NOTE: all other therapies were approved for new indications, reformulations of other therapies, new dosing schedules or in combination with another therapy.
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COST OF CANCER CARE: A PROGRESS REPORT
As the world’s largest blood cancer nonprofit advocating for patients, The Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society (LLS) collaborates daily with stakeholders across the healthcare ecosystem to ensure that
patients have access to quality, affordable, sustainable care. While we have seen progress in
addressing ballooning cancer care costs, including many policy reforms we have proposed since
the launch of our Cost of Cancer Care Position and Policy Recommendations in May 2017,
we are committed to pressing on for patients this year and beyond.
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PROGRESS ALIGNED WITH LLS'S POLICY AGENDA

GENERIC DRUGS

BIOLOGICS

DRUG REBATES

The FDA has sped up the
review of generic drug
applications, which has
already begun to help
drive down the cost of
purchasing certain drugs.

A new law will begin to prevent
Medicare Part D patients from
paying more when they switch
from an expensive branded
biologic drug to a cheaper
“biosimilar” version.

Medicare regulators have
endorsed reforms requiring
that patients receive at least a
portion of the prescription drug
rebates that the Medicare Part
D plans get from drug makers.

SITE-NEUTRAL
PAYMENTS

COST
TRANSPARENCY

VALUE-BASED
PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS

The Department of Health and
Human Services endorsed
requiring equal payments to
healthcare providers for some
services regardless of whether
patients are treated in a
hospital or a physician’s office.
This would lower patient
out-of-pocket costs and
reduce unnecessary
Medicare spending.

Pharmacy benefit
managers and electronic
health record vendors
initiated a collaboration
that gives doctors and
patients transparency on
drug costs during the
prescribing process.

In June 2018, the FDA
removed several obstacles that
prevent insurers from setting
payments for drugs based on
their value. FDA gave new tools
to drug companies and insurers
that allow them to work together
to create payment structures
focused on value to patients.

MEDICARE DONUT HOLE

ORAL PARITY LAWS

STATE OUT-OF-POCKET WIN

Congress passed a new law
that will close the “donut hole”
in the Medicare Part D
program a year ahead of
schedule, which will help
patients bear less of the costs
for particularly expensive
medicines. Patients will see
reduced out-of-pocket drug
costs beginning in 2019.

Oral parity laws guarantee
equitable cost-sharing for
cancer therapies taken orally
and those received via
infusion in a hospital or clinic.
Arkansas became the latest
state to approve such a law.
Today, 43 states and the
District of Columbia have an
oral parity law, and LLS played
a significant role
in advancing these laws.

Thanks to lobbying by LLS and
others, Colorado adopted a
policy requiring that at least 25
percent of plans offered by
insurers charge only a flat copay
for drugs, rather than
coinsurance. Also, these plans
are prohibited from applying a
deductible to drugs. Because
coinsurance requires a patient to
pay a percentage of the cost of a
drug, it typically results in
extremely high out-of-pocket
costs for patients.

LLS CONTINUES WORK TO DRIVE POLICY CHANGE

VALUE-BASED PAYMENTS
LLS WILL CONTINUE TO ADVOCATE FOR PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS
FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUGS BASED ON THEIR VALUE TO PATIENTS,
AND PROGRAMS THAT INCENTIVIZE VALUE-DRIVEN CARE DECISIONS
BY DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS.

DRUG COMPETITION
LLS IS WORKING COLLABORATIVELY WITH POLICY MAKERS TO
REMOVE BARRIERS THAT PREVENT GENERIC DRUG MANUFACTURERS
FROM BEING ABLE TO DEVELOP AND BRING GENERIC AND BIOSIMILAR
VERSIONS OF COSTLY BRAND DRUGS TO MARKET.

MEDICARE PART D CAP
LLS WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS LAWMAKERS TO CAP THE AMOUNT
MEDICARE PART D BENEFICIARIES MUST PAY OUT OF THEIR OWN
POCKETS TO OBTAIN THEIR MEDICATIONS—A PROPOSAL ENDORSED BY
BOTH THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION AND KEY DEMOCRATIC
CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS.

PROVIDER REIMBURSEMENT REFORM
LLS URGES MEDICARE OFFICIALS TO FURTHER LEVERAGE TOOLS LIKE
THE ONCOLOGY CARE MODEL TO TEST ADDITIONAL REIMBURSEMENT
REFORMS THAT REWARD DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS FOR PROVIDING
HIGH-QUALITY, EFFICIENT ONCOLOGY CARE.

CONCLUSION
Cancer patients must have affordable access to the healthcare they need.
Their lives literally depend on it. LLS will continue to work to ensure
policymakers put patients first, by preserving existing patient protections
and enacting new reforms to help make affordable care a reality.
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Since our founding, The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society has invested more
than 1.2 billion dollars in research. This has led to game changing advances in
immunotherapy, genomics and personalized medicine. The treatments we've
pioneered for blood cancers are now saving the lives of people affected by
many different types of cancer. Find out more at www.LLS.org.

MISSION & IMPACT: WASHINGTON, D.C.

THE LEUKEMIA &
LYMPHOMA SOCIETY
WASHINGTON, D.C.
CHAPTER
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LLS provides direct financial assistance to blood cancer
patients who need help affording their insurance premiums,
healthcare cost-sharing, or treatment-related travel
expenses. Last fiscal year, LLS provided approximately:

18

$45,596

Patients

In total assistance

WASHINGTON, D.C.
•

GLOBAL PATIENT SUPPORT

$451,250
LLS research grants support and encourage basic and
translational research on all blood cancers. LLS has
funded nearly $1.3 billion in research since our founding.
LLS has funded research at this local institution:
•

Children's Research Institute

•
•
•
•
•
•

Advocating for Policies that Benefit Patients
At The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society® (LLS), we advocate for policies to ensure blood cancer
patients have access to affordable care and the most innovative therapies.

We are the voice for blood cancer patients
• W
 hile advances in blood cancer therapies are having a dramatic impact on
the way patients are treated, critical challenges remain in the discovery,
development and regulatory review of new therapies and in patients’ ability
to access care.
APPROXIMATELY EVERY

3 MINUTES

SOMEONE IN THE U.S.
IS DIAGNOSED WITH A
BLOOD CANCER.

• A
 t LLS, we work tirelessly not only to find cures but also to ensure patients
can access the lifesaving treatments they need.
• W
 e have an Office of Public Policy in Washington D.C. as well as regional
staff throughout the U.S. These include legislative and regulatory affairs
experts and advocacy professionals who are dedicated to removing
barriers to care.

We are on the frontlines of the battle to lower costs for cancer patients
• D
 ay in and day out we hear from patients and their families
about their struggles to access affordable, high-quality and
coordinated care.
• T
 he cost of cancer care has been steadily rising and patients are
bearing more of the financial burden, paying larger portions out of
their own pockets for their care.
• W
 e believe patients must have guaranteed access to high-quality,
affordable and stable care.
• W
 e believe every player in the healthcare system needs to work
toward putting patients first.

THE U.S. WILL SPEND

$ 158-173 BILLION
EACH YEAR ON CANCER CARE
BY 2020—A 27 TO
39 PERCENT INCREASE
SINCE 2010

• W
 e are advocating for policy recommendations and new reforms to
lower overall costs and financial distress for cancer patients.
You can read more about the cost of cancer at www.lls.org/cancercost.

Our advocacy work also benefits the broader cancer community
Many of the policies that we advocate for, at the state and federal levels, are universally beneficial for
all cancer patients.
• L LS advances laws to ensure that health plans provide fair coverage of cancer treatments that are
administered in pill form. Through our efforts, oral parity laws have been enacted in 43 states and
the District of Columbia, and we’re pushing to secure similar laws in more states and at the federal level.
• L LS helped pass the 21st Century Cures Act into law, ensuring reform that will enable the U.S. Food & Drug
Administration to speed the review and approval of new therapies. This bipartisan bill committed nearly
$5 billion in additional funding for the National Institutes of Health over the next 10 years, funding that is
critical to sustain the current momentum to advance our understanding of the treatment of cancer.

Advocating for Policies That Benefit Patients
We are creating change so patients can live longer, healthier lives
LLS advocates at the state and federal level. We drive policies that accelerate new treatments to patients and ensure
patients have access to quality, affordable care so that they can live longer, healthier lives.

PROGRESS TOWARD CURES

ACCESS AT STATE AND FEDERAL LEVELS

LLS works with Congress and the FDA to promote
new medical discoveries and speed the development
of new treatments and cures by:

We work to enact state and federal laws and
regulations that ensure patients can access the care
and treatments they need. This work is focused on:

• E
 ncouraging the FDA to accelerate approval
processes while still protecting patient safety

• Guaranteeing patients have access to care

• S
 upporting patient-focused drug development that
captures patients’ needs and concerns
• A
 dvocating for sustained research funding from the
NIH and other federal agencies.

• E
 ncouraging quality insurance coverage/promoting
affordable insurance coverage
• P
 roviding stability so patients do not experience an
interruption of insurance coverage
• Keeping patient out-of-pocket costs low

A KEY POLICY SUCCESS
We drove policies to ensure patients
taking oral medications at home do not
face higher out-of-pocket costs than
patients treated in a clinic.

ORAL PARITY LAWS ADVANCED IN

43 STATES

A NATIONWIDE NETWORK OF EMPOWERED ADVOCATES
LLS empowers and equips blood cancer patients and their loved ones
to influence change.

More than

100,000

• We have mobilized a nationwide network of grassroots advocates.

volunteer advocates
mobilized across the U.S.

• W
 e empower our advocates with information and tools to protect the
interests of patients and their families.
• T
 hese advocates act as a powerful voice for cancer patients and
survivors by sharing their personal stories with their policymakers.

What you
can do:

Any individual that has had his or her life touched by a blood cancer can
be an effective advocate.
Sign up at www.LLS.org/advocacy or text SPEAK to 698-66 to join the
LLS Mobile Action Network.

The mission of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) is to cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma,
and improve the quality of life of patients and their families. Find out more at www.LLS.org.

Patient Education & Support
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society® (LLS) is the leading source of free information and support
for blood cancer patients, caregivers and healthcare professionals.

We are committed to patients and caregivers from the time of diagnosis
• W
 hen someone experiences the fear and uncertainty of a cancer
diagnosis, we provide hope, guidance, education and support.

APPROXIMATELY EVERY

3 MINUTES

SOMEONE IN THE U.S. IS DIAGNOSED
WITH A BLOOD CANCER.

• A
 blood cancer diagnosis can be an overwhelming experience.
Due to research advances there are many new treatment options
available and it’s important that patients get information and
support to find the best care.
• W
 e help patients navigate their cancer treatments and access
quality and coordinated care.

INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTER
Information Specialists are available by phone at (800) 955-4572, and live chat or email via LLS.org—
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. ET.
• LLS Information Specialists are master’s level oncology social workers, nurses and health educators who
work with compassion to provide blood cancer patients and caregivers free personalized information
and support tailored to their specific diagnosis and needs.
• They speak in-depth with caregivers and patients—many of them newly diagnosed—about their
disease, clinical trials, how to talk to their physician, and so much more.
• Services include financial and emotional support, and up-to-date disease and treatment information.
• Information Specialists refer patients to the Clinical Trial Support Center as appropriate, which
helps patients find and enroll in clinical trials.

We provide information, resources and assistance:
CLINICAL TRIAL
SUPPORT
CENTER

EDUCATIONAL
RESOURCES &
PROGRAMS

Our registered
nurses with
expertise in blood
cancers guide
patients through
the clinical
trial process.

Free disease
booklets,
educational
workshops,
webcasts, podcasts,
teleconferences
and more.

SUPPORT
SERVICES
Local support groups,
facilitated online
chats, a peer-to-peer
support program,
an online social
network called
LLS Community,
and more.

PERSONALIZED
NUTRITION
CONSULTATIONS
Free one-on-one
nutrition
consultations with
a registered
dietitian with
expertise in
oncology nutrition.

FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE
Programs,
resources and
financial assistance
to help patients
in need with
cancer-related
expenses.

Patient Education & Support At a Glance
We offer personal guidance to help patients find clinical trials
In our Clinical Trial Support Center (CTSC), specially trained nurses help patients find and enroll in clinical trials based on
highly detailed, individualized assessments:
• W
 orking closely with our CTSC nurses and Information Specialists, patients are provided with the information and
support they need to overcome barriers to enrolling in a trial including help with finances and lodging.
• F
 or more information or to be connected to a nurse in the Clinical Trial Support Center contact an Information
Specialist at (800) 955-4572.

We provide free educational
resources and programs
LLS offers a variety of educational resources and
programs for patients, caregivers and healthcare
professionals, including:
• L LS Blood Cancer Conferences, which are free
education events about treatment options,
emerging therapies, management of survivorship
issues and LLS resources.
• Free educational booklets and fact sheets
about blood cancers, as well as psychosocial,
financial and treatment issues, which are
distributed throughout the country.
• Educational videos, webcasts, teleconferences,
podcasts and more for patients, caregivers and
healthcare professionals.

We connect and support patients and
caregivers in-person and online
LLS offers a variety of ways for patients and caregivers
to find connections and support, including:
• L ocal support groups and online chats where patients
and caregivers can talk with other people affected by
blood cancers.
• A
 peer-to-peer program, called the Patti Robinson
Kaufmann First Connection Program, matches patients
and their families with trained volunteers who have
shared similar experiences.
• A
 n online social network called LLS Community where
patients and caregivers can chat, stay current on
diagnosis and treatment news, and receive
personalized support from trained LLS staff.
• F
 ree one-on-one nutrition consultations with a
registered dietitian who has expertise in
oncology nutrition.

We offer financial assistance to help patients with blood cancer-related expenses
We provide programs, resources and financial assistance
to help patients in need with cancer-related expenses,
including:
• O
 ur Urgent Need Program, established in partnership
with Moppie’s Love, helps patients with acute financial
need. The program helps families who are coping with
pediatric and young adult blood cancer, or adult blood
cancer patients enrolled in clinical trials by providing
assistance for non-medical expenses including utilities,
rent, mortgage, food, overnight stays, child care, elder
care, and other essential needs.

• O
 ur Susan Lang Pay-It-Forward Patient Travel
Assistance Program provides blood cancer patients
assistance for ground transportation, air travel, and
lodging related expenses.
• O
 ur Co-pay Assistance Program offers financial support
toward the cost of insurance co-payments and/or
insurance premium costs for prescription drugs.*
• T
 he LLS Patient Aid Program provides financial assistance
to blood cancer patients in active treatment. Eligible
patients will receive a $100 stipend.
* Funding for LLS’s co-pay assistance program is provided by pharmaceutical
companies. Funding for other LLS financial assistance programs is provided
by donations from individual donors, companies, and LLS campaigns.

To learn more:

Call our Information Specialists or visit our website: 800.955.4572 or www.LLS.org

The mission of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) is to cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma,
and improve the quality of life of patients and their families. Find out more at www.LLS.org.

Our Lifesaving Investment in Research
At The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS), we have been fighting blood cancers by advancing
breakthrough research leading to treatments and cures for almost 70 years. Our work has helped
millions impacted by cancer.

We focus on FINDING CURES
Blood cancers are the

THIRD

leading cancer killer of
Americans

Blood cancers are the third leading cancer killer of Americans. At LLS,
we are focused on finding cures.
• W
 e prioritize research based on unmet medical needs, and support it
at every stage—from bench to bedside.
• L LS has played a role in advancing nearly every breakthrough in
blood cancer research today, including immunotherapy, genomics,
and precision medicine.

We fund RESEARCH to advance lifesaving blood cancer treatments
• L LS funds the most innovative research because this foundational work has proven time and time again that this
is the fastest way to cure blood cancer.
• A
 nd we partner with medical institutions, pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, professional healthcare
organizations and other key players across the cancer landscape to accelerate the development of new therapies.

OUR INNOVATIVE & COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PROGRAMS
Career Development Program: Supporting promising
investigators in their developing careers

Specialized Center of Research: Funding teams
across different areas of expertise to discover
new approaches

Translational Research Program: Bringing promising
preclinical research from the lab to clinical development

Therapy Acceleration Program: Partnering with
biotechnology companies and academic institutions
to help accelerate therapies

Screen To Lead/Quest For Cures: Funding innovative
approaches to bolster drug discovery

Special Collaborations: Collaborating to accelerate
research, stimulate innovation and solve challenges

This INNOVATIVE research also benefits the broader cancer community
• M
 any of the innovative approaches to cancer treatment, including advances in immunotherapy,
genomics and precision medicine, were first discovered in blood cancers.
• T
 he drugs and treatments we developed for blood cancers have helped people affected by many
different types of cancers and other diseases.

Our Lifesaving Investment in Research
Research Highlights: We bring new treatment options to patients
Beat AML®: On the Offensive against Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML)
In 2016, we launched the Beat AML® Master Clinical Trial. AML is deadly, and there has been little change in
treatment for AML patients for more than 40 years. Beat AML® is:
• A groundbreaking collaboration convening researchers, cancer centers, pharmaceutical companies, and
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to simultaneously test several new therapies for AML
• A precision medicine approach to treatment in which patients are assigned to a targeted therapy based
on their genetic profile
The trial enrolls newly diagnosed patients who are 60+ years of age since these patients are unable to
tolerate standard chemotherapy and have few other options.

CAR T-Cell Immunotherapies: A Historic Victory for Patients
In 2017, the FDA approved two revolutionary therapies called CAR (chimeric antigen receptor) T-cell
immunotherapies. This treatment uses cutting-edge genetic engineering technology to harness a patient’s T-cells,
the soldiers of the immune system, to be genetically reprogrammed to find and kill cancer cells. These therapies
are now helping certain leukemia and lymphoma patients who relapsed or did not respond to existing treatments.
Our investments helped make this possible:
• $21 million over two decades in the work of CAR-T pioneer Carl June, M.D., of the University of Pennsylvania
led to tisagenlecleucel (Kymriah™) for acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL)
• $2.5 million in the Kite, a Gilead Company, clinical trial led to xicabtagene ciloleucel (Yescarta™) for certain
types of large B-cell lymphoma.

Therapy Acceleration Program ® (TAP)
As part of a strategic initiative, LLS partners with biotechnology companies and academic institutions to help
accelerate the development of promising therapies. FDA approved two of these therapies in 2017:
• CPX-351 (Vyxeos™), an innovative reformulation of two chemotherapies, for high-risk AML patients
• A
 xicabtagene ciloleucel (Yescarta™), a CAR T-cell immunotherapy for adults with certain types of non-Hodgkin
lymphoma who are not responding to other treatment

LLS’s research team is comprised of doctorate level experts who design, implement and evaluate our grants and research programs. All grant
applications and partnership agreements are reviewed and awarded with advisory input from recognized biomedical research experts.

The mission of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) is to cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma,
and improve the quality of life of patients and their families. Find out more at www.LLS.org.

BLOOD CANCER RESEARCH LEADS THE WAY
Breakthrough advances in blood cancer research are
now helping patients with other cancers and diseases.

1940s – 1950s

1970s – 1980s

1990s – 2000s

2000s – 2020s

Chemotherapy, medicine
used to kill cancer cells,
was established first for
leukemia, and later used
to treat other cancers.

The 1970s brought an early
understanding of genomics,
which is the study of genes
and their functions, laying the
groundwork for precision
medicine approaches
to treatment.

By the 1990s, the pursuit of
genomics was followed by
the first FDA approval of a
revolutionary targeted
therapy known as imatinib
(Gleevec®) to treat leukemia.

LLS-funded researchers
played an instrumental role
in the advancement of
immunotherapy.

This drug was the first to
target the “kinase” enzyme.
Today, more than 40 “kinase
inhibitors” are approved to
treat other cancers.

In 2017, a groundbreaking
treatment called
“CAR T-cell immunotherapy”
was FDA approved for
blood cancer, and it is
now being tested in
more than 500 clinical trials
for other cancers.

Cancer cells in the blood are more accessible than those in solid
tumors, making it easier to study cancer-causing molecules, measure
the effects of new therapies and make pivotal biologic discoveries
applicable to other diseases.
GWEN NICHOLS, MD, CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, LLS

5-YEAR
SURVIVAL RATES FOR
BLOOD CANCERS
HAVE INCREASED
SINCE THE 1960S BY

3x

2x

4x
AND
EVEN

40%
OF ALL NEW CANCER
THERAPIES APPROVED
BY THE U.S. FOOD &
DRUG ADMINISTRATION
(FDA) SINCE 2000 ARE
BLOOD CANCER
THERAPIES.

REVOLUTIONARY APPROACHES FOR BLOOD CANCER
are now being tested in clinical trials with
other cancers and diseases, including:
BONE CANCER
KIDNEY CANCER

BRAIN CANCER
LIVER CANCER

MELANOMA

BREAST CANCER
LUNG CANCER

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS

PANCREATIC CANCER

PROSTATE CANCER

STOMACH CANCER

DIABETES
LUPUS NEPHRITIS

OVARIAN CANCER
RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS

SKIN CANCER
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Since our founding, The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society has invested more
than 1.2 billion dollars in research. This has led to game changing advances in
immunotherapy, genomics and personalized medicine. The treatments we've
pioneered for blood cancers are now saving the lives of people affected by
many different types of cancer. Find out more at www.LLS.org.

Beating Cancer Is In Our Blood
We fund

RESEARCH
to advance lifesaving
treatments

We compassionately
provide patients and families with
hope, guidance, education and

SUPPORT

We drive

ADVOCACY
for policies that protect patient
access to lifesaving treatments

Why our work matters
Blood cancers are the third leading cancer killer of Americans

MORE THAN

3 MINUTES

MORE THAN

1.3 MILLION

ONE THIRD

SOMEONE IS DIAGNOSED
WITH A BLOOD CANCER.
EVERY NINE MINUTES,
SOMEONE DIES FROM ONE.

ARE LIVING WITH OR IN
REMISSION FROM
LEUKEMIA, LYMPHOMA
AND MYELOMA.

OF BLOOD CANCER
PATIENTS DO NOT SURVIVE
FIVE YEARS AFTER
DIAGNOSIS.

EVERY

We fund RESEARCH to advance lifesaving treatments

$ 1.2

BILLION
INVESTED

There is no way to prevent or screen for most blood cancers, so we focus on finding cures. We
prioritize research based on unmet medical needs, and support it at every stage—from early
laboratory research to clinical trials that lead to drug approvals by the U.S. Food & Drug
Administration. We have:
• Helped advance nearly every therapy used to treat blood cancer patients today.
• F
 unded many of today’s most promising advances, including immunotherapy, genomics,
and precision medicine.

We provide EDUCATION and SUPPORT to patients and their families
As the leading source of free blood cancer information, education and support for patients, survivors, families
and healthcare professionals, we help patients navigate their cancer treatments and access quality, affordable and
coordinated care. We provide:
INFORMATION SPECIALISTS. Master’s level oncology social workers, nurses and health educators who compassionately
work one-on-one with patients and caregivers to provide personalized disease and treatment information and support.
CLINICAL TRIAL SUPPORT CENTER. Registered nurses with expertise in blood cancers who guide patients through the
clinical trial process.
FREE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES & PROGRAMS. Disease booklets, educational workshops, webcasts, podcasts,
teleconferences and more.
FREE SUPPORT SERVICES. Local support groups, a peer-to-peer support program, facilitated online chats, an online
social network called LLS Community and more.
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. Programs and resources to defray some of the costs of insurance, prescription drugs and
required travel for those in treatment.
PERSONALIZED NUTRITION CONSULTATIONS. Free one-on-one nutrition consultations with a registered dietitian with
expertise in oncology nutrition.

Beating Cancer Is In Our Blood
We drive ADVOCACY for policies that protect patient access to treatment
LLS advocates at the state and federal level. We drive policies that accelerate new treatments to patients and ensure
patients have access to quality, affordable care so that they can live longer, healthier lives.

MORE THAN

100,000

ORAL PARITY LAWS ADVANCED IN

VOLUNTEER ADVOCATES

AND DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Acting as the voice for blood cancer patients
by sharing their personal stories with state and
federal policymakers.

Ensuring patients taking oral medications
at home have the same health plan coverage as patients
treated in a clinic. While this is one example, LLS advocates
to protect and promote access on many other policy fronts.

43 STATES

Our work is making an IMPACT in the blood cancers
Since the

1960s,
survival rates for many blood
cancer patients have
doubled, tripled or even
quadrupled

LLS is the largest nonprofit dedicated to fighting blood cancers. We work
tirelessly to find cures and ensure patients can access the lifesaving
treatments they need, and our work is making an impact:
• W
 e’ve seen an average decline of 20 percent in blood cancer death
rates since the 1990s.
• T
 he five-year survival rate for children with the most commonly
diagnosed pediatric cancer, acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL), has
improved from 3 percent in 1964 to more than 90 percent today.

And this impact is benefiting the broader cancer community.
• M
 any of the innovative approaches to cancer treatment, including advances in immunotherapy, genomics
and precision medicine, were first discovered in blood cancers.
• We advocate for public policies that are universally beneficial for all cancer patients.

Get in touch
with us:

INFORMATION AND SUPPORT:
Call our Information Resource Center or visit our website—800.955.4572 or www.LLS.org
LOCATIONS:
Find one of our 50+ local chapters in the U.S. and Canada—www.LLS.org/chapters
GET INVOLVED:
Learn how you can volunteer or donate—888.HELP.LLS or www.LLS.org

The mission of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) is to cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma,
and improve the quality of life of patients and their families. Find out more at www.LLS.org.

The Power of Your Donation
The below message points are designed to help donors and consumers conceptualize the
impact of their donations by symbolically equating various donation amounts to facets of our
mission. When referencing these figures, please use language such as “helps fund” or “helps
support,” and avoid concrete wording (e.g. your $25 goes to The Bloodline with LLS). Remember
to emphasize that each and every dollar can bring us closer to our goal to end blood cancers.
You can incorporate the below messages into donor-facing communications such as
presentations, talking points at events, emails and other materials.

Donation: $25 to $999
• $
 25 helps fund an episode of The Bloodline with LLS, a free podcast series that provides
information to patients and caregivers.
• $50 helps fund educational booklets for healthcare providers and their patients.
• $
 100 helps fund the training of Patti Robinson Kaufmann First Connection Program volunteers,
who provide peer support to patients and their families around the country.
• $
 200 helps fund an hour of an Information Specialist’s time providing information and support
to patients and their families at The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Information Resource Center.
• $
 200 helps fund general lab supplies for one week, allowing researchers funded by
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society to conduct critical blood cancer research.
• $
 300 helps fund one week of an online support group on www.LLS.org for patients and
caregivers coping with a blood cancer diagnosis.

Donation: $1,000 to $10,000
• $
 1,000 helps fund one day of nurses providing patients and caregivers with clinical trial search
navigation and support through The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Clinical Trial Support Center.
• $
 1,000 helps support the training of a research fellow funded by The Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society for one week.
• $2,000 helps fund patient education and healthcare professional programs.
• $
 2,000 helps fund one week of blood cancer research conducted by a scientist funded by
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.
• $
 5,000 helps support a one-day, free regional blood cancer education conference for patients,
survivors, caregivers, family members and healthcare professionals.

The Power of Your Donation

Donation: $10,000 plus
• $
 10,000 allows a donor to direct funding to one of 10 disease-specific research portfolios.
• $
 10,000 helps support a live, web-based disease-focused national education program for patients
and healthcare providers.
• $
 15,000 helps fund an educational video that provides information and support to patients and
caregivers coping with a blood cancer.
• $
 25,000 helps support a continuing medical education symposium for medical providers to
enhance their knowledge of the latest blood cancer treatments.
• $
 60,000 helps support the training of a research fellow funded by
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society for one year.
• $
 75,000 helps support genomic research for one year to advance personalized medicine.
• $
 100,000 helps fund one year of critical research on CAR (chimeric antigen receptor)
T-cell immunotherapy, a groundbreaking treatment approach that genetically reprograms
a patient’s own immune cells to find and attack cancer cells.

The mission of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) is to cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma,
and improve the quality of life of patients and their families. Find out more at www.LLS.org.

