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Recalling the heroics of ‘Righteous Gentiles’

Reviewed by
id Lee Preston
Sk e fox bitarn begin
addressing the subject o the “Righ
nule ondews who
riskad thlr lives,withoul expectation
of reward, 10 save Jews during the
Holocaust
Apartfrom o cudariined avenue at
the entrance 1 L
S e b w.nnglho
s they receivd virualy no recogh
and, in some instances, died
ubackaoodgo
Volumes about i1 Swedish diplomat
Raoul Wallenberg, whose case was
known to American authortes since
the late 19405 pearing only in
s decade. And. an Inetational
study of ahruistic bhavio during the
Holocaust, dircetcd by Caltfornia Soci-
ulugm&mm\lllmxr himscl
locaust survivor who we
nonJews — gol under way only 2V

ne serse. o Nechama Tec points
out i her excllent buok When Light
Darkness, thisordertng of

sy e e the Hokccapa
e perspctive o late placed undus
cmphasis on the mimuscule
ol escuers would have diminished the
tragedy. the guilt of the perpetrators
and collaboralors, the martyrdom of
the victims and the pain of the survi-
vors

Tec.asociologst i the University of
Connecticut al Stamford, was herself
tescuied by Christian Polcs. She wrote
extensively about topics such as Swed-
ish gambling and American adolescent
marijuana use before she began, a
3 years, 10 address fer own past and

achieves o important synthesis of the
available published and archival mate-
rial on the subject, and Tec's 65 inter-

h
ing 10 that couniry of so many awful
memories 10 conduct her intensive re-

Not only is Tec's book the first thor-
ough treatment of the subject, but it is
also charged with a poignancy that
only asurstvor can summon
fews wha tried 10 pass as Chris-
Proferdetinh, possibility of
having sad cyes became an v pres
8 thrcat ot Jews were
aware of, Jews were kown for their
Sadcyes. They could e recognized just
the sadness of their eyes. Many
were." This is followed by two specific
examples of the phenomenon, culled
from her inter,
Religious, cconomic and political ra-
tionales for persccuting the Jews had
nd for centurics, Tec

reminds sacres
e commonpice loag beture the
Nazis

B o v s
mandatory death penalty for
Those harhorin Poles re
ceived rewards for denouncing Jewish
fugitives
Most striking about Tec's rescarch 1s
the extent 1o which she discovered
antidewish sentimert among certain
rescuiers
Al of thesc clements lend context to
thestory of the German engineer Her-
man “Fritz” Gracbe, e protagonist in
Douglas K Huncke’s The Moses of

Rovno.
In a 1941 plowkraph included in
Huneke's book. Grache is

Herman ‘Fritz’ Graebe, a German engineer, was responsible for saving many Jews

Jews from a

EN LIGHT PIERCED
THE DARKNESS

Christian Rescue of Jews
in Nazi-Occupied Poland

Oxford University Press
262 pp. s

THE MOSES OF ROVNO
Douglas K. Huneke
Dodd, Mead. 208 pp. $17.95

carcfree mood, his grin broad. his
hands without tension. He had just
arrived in the Ukraine, as regional

anager of a German construction
‘company under contract with the rail
tosd adminfarationof the" Thind

Rel

O ine opposite page, we sec
back n Germany in 194, As in e
previous picture, he wears a coat and

ing the troubled expression of a man
whase sout has been seared by horrors
he has witnessed. He hardly looks like
the same man
1 is 1o Graebe's eternal credit that
the events he experienced between
thoseyears id. Infact, change him. He
massacres of Jews in the cit-
s of Rovno and Dubno in Naziocc-
pied Poland in 1942, and made a sacred

covenant
similar fate as he could. For four ycars,
he risked his life to provide cover for
hundreds of Jews, under the aegis of
the construction firm. Many survived
the Holocaus becatse of hin.

/ i bluff and
bluste chillenged the Nazt
iy v lss workers wore
threatened and even withstood the ef
forts of suspicious superiors in' the
company who tried 10 thwart him His
efforts disrupted his family life, dam.

ed his career and almost destroyed
his health, but in the end bis only
regret was “that | could not have done

The, detaled rocords that Grache
compid — and. at great ains, s
s ool ok it ofthe proceed.

ey witness be
cause of his firsthand knowledge of
mass exccutions. Ironically, as the
book shows, his conscicice and fest
ade him a marked man in his
own country. compelling him to move
his family to the United States He lives
today in San Francisco
California_Preshyterian
‘minister drawn toward Holocaust stud-
ics, tells Gracbe's story admirably. He
Succeeds in making several scencs
vivid that they inevitably give rise o
anticipation of a movie.
Particularly memorable are Gr.
drive from the town of Grafrath to
Dusseldorf, Germany. on the morning

g5 a the Naremberg trials during &
whh G

Nechama Tec

attcr Krsallnoch in 198 (1 night
jews were attacked, their storcs
b4 s Ry
the Rovoo and Dubno massacres
G surrealistic showdown with
an SS major in the Rovno town square
12d the, (2uile procesion of “his
cws” lcd by Gracbe out of Rovio
prap s LS
the sobriquet that serves as the book’s
titl.
These and other powerful scencs
commend The Moses of Rovno s an
important contribution to_the liter
ture of the Holocatst. And becanse the

book pre positiv role model i
o e s conclu
ns sbout thecharactr rait th set

be apart — it ought 10 be included
in every high schol curriculum

cre resounded. like *a_symphony of
slaughter” during which “grenade
flew like wingless bals"), and onc
chapter is mistitled in referring 1o the
German magazine Der Spicgel as a
newspaper. In addition, readers would
have benefited from a map covcrin
the area from Germany 10 the Ukrainc
(Without @ map. for_ exampc 1170
many Americans can appreciate he
epic proportions of Grache’s Sl
s0lo train ride from Warsaw 10 rejoin
his Jewish workers in Kirovograd. or
his placement of Jews in a new offcc
in Poltava, well beyond the Dnicper
River?)

But these are trifles when consid
ered against Hun rncst and of
ten passionate n Where
Graebe's own words of reflection ar.
nstructive, Huncke inserts
ofen, hi technique daes ot 5o uch

S hcn of i AR o,
ing his san by pointing o hessc
hi

1 believe that (the Jews) had
fered enough — that is why they did
not resist. | 100 would comfort my sor

Although the author consulted
eral sources in preparing the book.
senses, after all, that it s reall
Gracbe's voice and not Huneke's that
echoes throughout The Moses of
Rovno. As stich, the book engenders u
empathic appreciation. of Grach
struggles and anguish. Huncke con
fronts the question of his own object

by presenting the challenges raiscd
in Germany in 1965 10 Gracbe's version
of events

Fritz Graebe was not the only persor
who saw Nazi S8 men, Ukrainian mili
tiamen and local police volunteers cx.
terminate the Jews of that region. But
he was among the precious few who
tried to_ intervene, there and clsc
where in Eastern Europe

Like Wallenberg in Budapest, Hun
gary, and the German industrialist O
kar Schindler in Krakow, Poland, hic
100k advantage of his position 1o chal
lenge the Nazi machinery of death

his rightful place alongside those two

honorable Christians as a monumer:

tally heroie fgure of the Holocaus
Light

minish their greatness. It is only unfor
tunate that the high quality of Tec's

interviews — the best thing about hr

revaled for another 30 yes

David Lee Preston, an Inquirer re

writing a book about how his

octher survived the Holocesst By it
ing in a Loy sewer for W monihs
s seved by Chile erwork.
ers His father, a survivor of the N
camps Auschwitz and Buchenwald. s o
native of Rovno
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