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Time to move on from Holocaust?

“HEALING,” from 1-K
of history were Jews,"

And six years later, after studying
10,000 sad and horrible photographs
from the Holocaust, the Catholic au-
thor Harry James Cargas published
some of them for the first time and
concluded that the murders of six
million Jews constituted “the great-
est Christian tragedy since the cruci-
fixion of Jesus.”

So here is Roiphe, a Jewish writer,
challenging her own people to “fin-
ish this absorption with a tragic
past” for the sake of their health as a
people. It is as if those yet among us
who experienced the Holocaust —
and who remain haunted in ways
that other people will never feel —
can or should authorize their fellow
Jews 10 leave them behind on the
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from across the United States at a
gathering in Philadelphia in 1985, he
ducked the chance to speak of Polish
or Catholic guilt and instead used his
platform to decry abortion.

In recent months, the World Con-
gress of Free Ukrainians has flooded
the nation's newsrooms with slick
folders about a “Forgotten Holo-
caust,” Stalin’s forced famine of 1932-
33 in which millions of Ukrainians
died. By appropriating the word Ho-
locaust — which Webster's defines as
the systematic destruction of the
Jews before and during World War Il
— the Ukrainians choose provoca-

national ethnic coalition — one of
whom said he doubted that Jews
were either gassed or tattooed at
Auschwitz — were dropped after
they were linked to fascist or anti-

earlier, in 1941.

A Season for Healing is suffused
with a psychological perspective that
enables her to view clearly the de-
sires and actions of a people as if
they were those of a person. Listen,
for example, to how she describes
the world's reaction to the Palestin-
ian uprising, to pictures of young
Jewish soldiers beating Arab boys:

“It ... seems likely that the world
is relishing these pictures because it
relieves the burden of those terrible
pictures of the [Nazi] camps. It re-
leases the Gentile world from feel-
ings of obligation to Jews who were
victims. ... The entitlement that the
Jews had won through their suffer-
ing in the Holocaust, the credit they
earned, has now been finished and
the world is relieved.” The very
premise of the book is psychological.

But just as only time can heal a

debates, and far more campaign time
was spent discussing the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Frederick Malek, a ninth official
dropped from the Bush campaign —
after reports persisted that he had
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on after the Holocaust been

gestion that the season for healing is
a1 hand would be just such » state-
ment.

Roiphe review contd
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