
May's girls are coming out of the newborn stage, and into the  cute cuddly puppy stage. Lana 

was the first to open her eyes and see the world around her. Zsa Zsa did not want to be out done 

by her sister, so she was next. Audrey and Ava were not as in a rush as their siblings. They took 

their time. Everyone's eyes are now open. There is a whole new world to explore. With eyes, 

comes movement. They now are starting to stand on their legs and move about. No more 

stomach dragging. The once oversize whelping box, which seemed to be so big, became smaller. 

Miss Zsa Zsa quickly learned while watching her mother, that there was an entrance and exit. 

Unfortunately for her, leaving was much easier than getting back. So at 3:00 in the morning, I 

heard my first puppy bark. There was Zsa Zsa, outside of the whelping box next to her mother. 

May, knowing that it was not safe for Zsa to be out, was whining and very worried, while Zsa 

was practicing her "big girl" voice.  I came out and put Zsa Zsa back with her siblings. 

 

The whelping box was replaced with a large crate, with toys and a ramp. Much like toddlers, 

puppies need visual and sensual stimulation. Inside their crate, there are several types of toys 

with different textures, and of course a tennis ball. Already the toys are being shuffled around as 

the girls walk on them and snuggle up to them. 

 

Phantom is 10 days old. He is doing exceptionally well considering the difficulty of his first day. 

Every day he is gaining weight. My heart goes out to him, due to his maturity level. He is trying 

to keep up with his sisters, but he is still so young. His sisters are up walking around and 

exploring. He is still in the sleep a lot stage. Generally puppies in this stage will have mom and 

siblings to cuddle. His siblings just don't need the sleep he does. When he becomes lonely he is 

very vocal and drags himself around to find a sibling and cuddle. Even Mom is at a different 

stage. Mom is now standing up to nurse everyone. Phantom is just now big enough to reach up 

and grab a teat. I do put May in a separate area to feed him. She will do it, but it is not done 

willingly. With all of this extra work, he doesn't seem to be affected by it. As stated before, he is 

gaining weight, and he is very active. Overall he is doing fantastic. 

 

Our new exercise this week was nail clipping. Everyone except Phantom had their nails clipped. 

It is very important that puppies have their paws and nails handled as early as possible. Nail 

clipping will be an important life long grooming habit. 

 

Zsa Zsa continues to be my active curious pup. She always has an opinion. She was the first out 

to the whelping box. The first out of the crate, and the first to bark. She is definitely the 

flamboyant one. She wants everyone to know who she is and what she wants. 

 

Lana is just like her sister Zsa Zsa, but without the in your face attitude. She is just as 

adventurous. It is her head in the picture you see peeking over the whelping box. She is 

confident. She really enjoys exploring her space. She is quiet about it.  

 

Ava is my relaxed puppy. She seems to take everything in stride. She is happy to have her eyes 

open and to see the wondrous world around her, but she is not in any hurry to say goodbye to 

comfort and familiarity. While Lana and Zsa Zsa are up and exploring, Lana is usually cuddling 

with her brother. She is more protective of him, and is often the one sleeping on or next to him. 

 



Audrey continues to be an interesting mix between Zsa Zsa and Lana. Audrey is still quite 

independent. If all of the siblings are in one area, chances are that Audrey is on the other side of 

the box. It is as if she is too cool to care what the others think. Zsa Zsa lets people know where 

she is and what she wants, Audrey does not. She just goes over and does what she pleases.  

 

Phantom is right at that stage where he wants to move and do things but he is still too little. His 

sisters are pushing him to mature more quickly than he probably would do so if he were with 

others his own age. He is keenly aware of when he is by himself. He is extremely vocal and 

wiggily. Trying to take a picture of him was hysterical. He was calling for his sisters and moving 

around all over the place. He made it much more difficult to take his picture than any other 

sibling. He is not going to be a large pup. He is about an ounce smaller than Audrey was at his 

age, and Audrey was the smallest in her litter. I don't think that will stop him. He will always 

play "catch up" with his siblings. This will encourage him to move and develop more quickly. 

He will probably be the smartest out of all the siblings because he is having to use his brain and 

muscles at an earlier age. 
 


