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Your Assignment:

A student is writing an informative essay about high school students who balance school and

a part-time job. Read the draft of the essay and complete the task that follows.

Books, Bells, and Paychecks

By Max Lee

Many high school students choose to work part-time jobs while balancing their school

responsibilities. These jobs can range from retail and food service to babysitting or

working in family businesses. For some students, having a job is a way to earn spending

money, while for others, it helps support their families. No matter the reason, working

during high school can o�er valuable life lessons and experiences.

One major bene�t of having a job in high school is learning responsibility. Students must

learn to manage their time e�ectively in order to handle both their schoolwork and job

duties. This often means creating schedules, prioritizing tasks, and learning how to stay

organized under pressure. Balancing these commitments teaches students the

importance of reliability—not just showing up on time, but also being prepared and

meeting expectations. Employers count on their teen workers just like any other

employee, which helps students develop a strong work ethic. These habits can carry over

into other areas of life, including academics and extracurricular activities, preparing

students for the demands of adulthood.

Jobs also help high school students gain real-world experience that can’t always be

taught in a classroom. When students work, they learn how to communicate e�ectively
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with coworkers, managers, and customers. They develop problem-solving skills, learn

how to handle di�cult situations, and practice being professional in a variety of settings.

These experiences give students a taste of what adult responsibilities are like and help

them build con�dence in their abilities. In some cases, students might even discover

interests or talents they didn’t know they had. For example, a student working in a co�ee

shop might �nd a passion for business or customer service. These early job experiences

can help students shape their future goals and better prepare them for life after school.

Earning money is another important aspect of working during high school. For many

students, receiving a paycheck for the �rst time brings a sense of pride and

independence. They get the opportunity to learn how to manage their own �nances,

including budgeting for expenses, saving for future goals, and making smart spending

decisions. These money management skills are crucial for adulthood and can prevent

�nancial struggles later in life. Additionally, students often gain a greater appreciation for

the value of money and the e�ort it takes to earn it. This understanding can lead to more

responsible �nancial habits and a stronger work ethic. Whether they are saving for

college, helping their family, or buying something special, students learn to make

thoughtful choices about how they use their earnings.

This essay is missing a conclusion. Write a conclusion that follows

logically from the thesis/controlling idea.
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