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Executive Summary 
Nihilistic violent extremism (NVE) represents a new and troubling evolution in the threat 
landscape; violence motivated not by traditional ideological frameworks such as religious 
extremism, political grievances, or ethnic conflict, but by the deliberate rejection of all 
values and the embrace of destruction for its own sake. Federal law enforcement 
agencies, including the FBI and Department of Justice, have increasingly recognized 
NVE as a distinct category requiring specialized investigative and preventive approaches 
[1][2]. 

This paper examines the origins, ideological foundations, key actors, tactics, and threat 
implications of nihilistic violent extremism. It traces the movement's roots from occult-
political hybrids like the Order of Nine Angles through accelerationist networks such as 
Atomwaffen Division and The Base, to purely nihilistic entities like 764 and No Lives 
Matter. The paper identifies common patterns: exploitation of digital platforms for 
recruitment, targeting of vulnerable youth, glorification of aestheticized violence, and the 
deliberate blurring of boundaries between terrorism, organized crime, and child 
exploitation. 

Understanding NVE requires recognizing that traditional counterterrorism frameworks 
built around ideological motivation, organizational structure, and strategic objectives may 
prove inadequate against actors who pursue chaos as an end rather than a means. 
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Introduction: The Emergence of Violence Without Ideology 
Traditional violent extremism, whether jihadist, far-right, far-left, or ethno-nationalist, 
operates within recognizable ideological frameworks. These movements articulate 
grievances, identify enemies, and pursue defined objectives: an Islamic caliphate, a 
white ethnostate, revolutionary socialism, or ethnic separatism. Even when tactics are 
abhorrent, the strategic logic remains discernible [3][4]. 

Nihilistic violent extremism represents a fundamental departure. As one researcher 
describes it, "The message is there is no message"[1]. NVE actors reject the premise 
that violence requires justification beyond itself. They do not seek to build new societies 
or right perceived wrongs; they seek only destruction, suffering, and chaos. This shift has 
profound implications for threat assessment, prevention, and intervention. 

The rise of NVE reflects broader societal trends: youth isolation amplified by digital 
connectivity, the gamification of violence through online subcultures, and the collapse of 
traditional meaning-making institutions. Where earlier extremist movements offered 
alienated individuals purpose and belonging, NVE offers only the aesthetic of 
transgression and the intoxication of power through cruelty [5][6]. 

 

  



6 
 

Historical Origins and Ideological Precursors 
 

 

 
 

 

Columbine 

The Columbine High School shootings were a 1999 attack at a Colorado high school in 
which two students, Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, killed 12 students and a teacher and 
wounded more than 20 others before killing themselves. Their plan originally relied on 
propane bombs in the cafeteria to cause mass casualties, followed by a shooting and 
further explosions, including bombs in Harris’ and Klebold’s cars that were to be 
detonated to kill first responders. But the bombs failed to detonate so the attack unfolded 
mainly as a gun massacre inside and around the school over roughly 45 minutes. 

Columbine is often seen as a precursor or cultural inspiration to what is now called 
nihilistic or non-ideological violent extremism (NVE) because the perpetrators were 
driven less by a coherent political or religious ideology and more by personal grievance, 
anger, and fascination with violence, while also seeking fame and leaving behind videos 
and writings that later attackers have emulated. The attack helped normalize a template; 
alienated young men planning heavily armed assaults on symbolic “soft” targets like 
schools, mixing personal rage with vague anti-social themes, that later shooters and 
some modern NVE actors have copied or referenced, turning Columbine into a cultural 
touchstone and inspiration point for subsequent ideologically blurry mass-violence plots 
[44] [45] [46].  Remnents associated with Klebold and Harris that have carried forward 
into today include “VoDKa” (an online pseudonym used by Klebold), “Natural Selection” 
(slogan on the t-shirt worn by Harris on the day of the killings), and “NBK” (referencing 
“Natural Born Killers”, a favorite movie of Klebold and Harris) [47]. 
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The Order of Nine Angles: Occult Accelerationism 
The ideological genealogy of modern nihilistic extremism begins with the Order of Nine 
Angles (O9A), a secretive occult movement founded in Britain that came into public 
knowledge in the 1970s. O9A merged elements of Satanism, neo-Nazism, and 
Nietzschean philosophy into a system that glorified transgression, violence, and the 
"culling" of the weak [7][8]. 

Founding and Leadership: 
O9A emerged when a figure using the pseudonym "Anton Long" (widely believed to be 
British far-right figure David Myatt) merged three underground occult groups: Camlad, 
the Noctulians, and the Temple of the Sun [7][9]. Long claimed to have been initiated into 
the tradition in 1973 and took over leadership when the previous grand mistress migrated 
to Australia. From the late 1970s onward, Long codified O9A teachings, establishing a 
framework that would influence subsequent extremist movements [8][9]. 

Core Ideology: 
O9A doctrine combines traditional Satanism with accelerationist politics. It promotes: 

• Rejection of Judeo-Christian morality as corrupting influences on Western 
civilization. 

• Nietzschean self-overcoming through transgressive acts. 

• Sinister dialectics: the belief that chaos, strife, and culling strengthen humanity. 

• Aeonic strategy: working toward the collapse of civilization to enable a new 
"Aeonic" age. 

• Neo-Nazi racial ideology woven into occult practice [7][8][10]. 
O9A's significance lies not in its direct operational capacity - it has always been a small, 
decentralized network - but in its ideological influence. O9A texts and philosophy 
permeate subsequent accelerationist and nihilistic movements, providing intellectual 
scaffolding for violence as spiritual practice [10][11]. 
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James Mason and Siege Culture: The Tactical Blueprint 
While O9A provided philosophical justification for violence, American neo-Nazi James 
Mason provided tactical doctrine. Mason's newsletter-turned-book Siege (1980s) became 
the foundational text for modern accelerationism [12][13]. 

The Siege Doctrine: 
Mason argued that the white nationalist movement's focus on political activism was futile. 
Liberal democracy could not be reformed; it must be destroyed through: 

• Leaderless resistance: small cells or lone actors operating independently. 

• Targeted terrorism: attacks on infrastructure, minorities, and government officials. 

• Accelerating collapse: violence designed to provoke state repression and societal 
breakdown. 

• Revolutionary martyrdom: glorification of terrorists as heroes [12][13][14] 
Mason drew inspiration from Joseph Tommasi's National Socialist Liberation Front, 
Charles Manson's cult, and The Turner Diaries. His vision combined apocalyptic race war 
with explicit endorsement of murder, sabotage, and chaos [12][14]. 

Siege remained relatively obscure until the mid-2010s, when it was rediscovered and 
promoted on the neo-fascist web forum Iron March. There, a new generation of 
extremists, primarily young men socialized in online spaces, embraced Mason's doctrine 
as both ideology and aesthetic [13][14][15]. 
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Iron March and Digital Radicalization 
Iron March (2011-2017), a neo-fascist web forum, served as the incubator for modern 
nihilistic and accelerationist extremism. The forum hosted discussions promoting 
fascism, neo-Nazism, and violence, and directly facilitated the formation of terrorist 
groups [15][16]. 

Key groups emerging from Iron March included: 

• Atomwaffen Division (United States) 

• National Action (United Kingdom) 

• Feuerkrieg Division (international) 

• Sonnenkrieg Division (United Kingdom) 
 

Iron March normalized extreme violence, distributed terrorist training materials, and 
created a transnational network of militants who saw themselves as warriors in an 
apocalyptic struggle [15][16][17]. When Iron March was shut down in 2017, its members 
migrated to Telegram, Discord, and other platforms, maintaining connectivity and 
continuing recruitment [16][17]. 
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Atomwaffen Division: Siege Culture Made Operational 
Formation and Leadership: 
Atomwaffen Division (AWD), meaning "atomic weapons" in German, was founded in 
2015 by Brandon Russell on the Iron March forum [18][19]. Russell, a Florida National 
Guard member, established AWD as a neo-Nazi terrorist network dedicated to 
accelerating societal collapse through violence [18][19]. 

AWD leadership became fragmented after Russell's arrest in 2017.  Ideological direction 
shifted when O9A-linked figures such as Joshua Sutter influenced elements of AWD. 
Under Sutter's influence, AWD adopted O9A's occult practices and intensified its violent 
rhetoric, requiring new members to read both Siege and O9A texts [18][20]. 

Core Ideology: 
AWD embraced Siege culture entirely: leaderless resistance, lone-wolf attacks, 
infrastructure sabotage, and assassination. The group idolized Timothy McVeigh, 
Charles Manson, and other mass murderers, incorporating their imagery into propaganda 
[18][19][20]. 

Criminal Activity: 
AWD members have been linked to at least five murders, numerous weapons violations, 
hate crimes, and planned terrorist attacks. The group conducted paramilitary training 
camps and distributed manifestos calling for violence against racial minorities, Jewish 
people, and government officials [18][19][21]. 

Despite arrests and internal divisions, AWD has proven resilient, rebranding under 
names like National Socialist Order while maintaining operational continuity [18][21].  
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The Base: Paramilitary Accelerationism 
Formation and Leadership: 
The Base was founded in 2018 by Rinaldo Nazzaro who used the aliases "Norman 
Spear" and "Roman Wolf".  Nazzaro was the principal of Omega Solutions International 
(a company offering a wide range of intelligence and security contracting) [61]. Nazzaro 
established The Base as an international paramilitary network dedicated to preparing for 
race war and establishing white ethnostates [22][23][24][64].  

Uniquely, Nazzaro directs The Base from Russia, where he relocated shortly after 
founding the group and reportedly obtained or sought Russian citizenship. This 
arrangement allows him to evade U.S. law enforcement while coordinating activities 
across multiple countries [22][23][24]. 

Operational Structure: 
The Base operates through a vetting process requiring applicants to pass ideological 
tests and demonstrate commitment through encrypted communications. Vetted members 
participate in paramilitary training camps, where they receive instruction in weapons 
handling, survival tactics, and guerrilla warfare [22][24]. 

The group has established cells in the United States, Canada, Australia, South Africa, 
and Europe. It is designated as a terrorist entity in Canada, the United Kingdom, 
Australia, New Zealand, and the European Union [22][24]. 

Criminal Activity: 
Base members have been arrested for: 

• Plotting to murder Antifa activists and law enforcement officers. 

• Vandalizing synagogues. 

• Planning attacks on gun-rights rallies to provoke civil conflict. 

• Weapons violations and conspiracy to commit murder [22][23][24]. 
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Terrorgram Collective: Decentralized Terror Propaganda 
Formation and Scope: 
Terrorgram emerged as a decentralized network operating across ~200 Telegram 
channels, distributing terrorist propaganda, operational guides, and target lists [25][26]. 
Unlike traditional organizations with hierarchical leadership, Terrorgram functions as an 
open-source terrorism platform where anyone with access can contribute content and 
inspire violence [25][26]. 

Ideological Framework: 
Terrorgram promotes neo-fascist accelerationism and "saints culture"—the glorification of 
mass shooters and terrorists as martyrs. The network distributes: 

• Attack guides for soft targets (schools, religious institutions, crowds). 

• Instructions for building explosives and weapons. 

• "Terrorgram Collective Manifesto" calling for infrastructure attacks. 

• Lists of potential targets including Federal officials, journalists, activists, and 
minorities [25][26][27]. 

 
Youth Radicalization: 
Terrorgram has proven particularly effective at radicalizing teenagers. Research in Brazil 
and Europe shows that Terrorgram content reaches youth through gaming platforms, 
meme culture, and aesthetic violence imagery before escalating to explicit terrorist 
instruction [25][27]. 

In 2024, U.S. authorities charged two leaders of Terrorgram with soliciting hate crimes 
and soliciting murder of Federal officials [62]. However, the decentralized nature of the 
network means that arrests of individual nodes do not eliminate the broader infrastructure 
[25][26].  
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764 Network: From Exploitation to Nihilistic Violence 
Formation and Leadership: 
764 represents the purest expression of nihilistic violent extremism; an entity that 
combines child sexual exploitation, sextortion, and violence promotion without any 
constructive ideological goal [28][29][30]. 

The network is widely reported to have been founded in 2021 by Bradley Chance 
Cadenhead of Stephenville, Texas when he was 15 years old. Cadenhead (online alias 
"Felix") learned exploitation techniques on a Discord server called CVLT before 
establishing his own network, naming it "764" after the first three digits of his hometown 
ZIP code [28][30][31]. 

Court documents and interviews reveal that Cadenhead experienced severe bullying, 
social isolation, and psychological breakdowns during his early teens. After dropping out 
of school at 15, he withdrew to his room and founded 764, telling probation officers he 
"stopped caring about anything" [28][30]. 

Cadenhead was arrested in 2023 and sentenced to 80 years in federal prison after 
pleading guilty to child pornography charges. However, 764 continued operating under 
new leadership, including Leonidas Varagiannis (“War”), who became co-leader along 
with Prasan Nepal (“Trippy”) of "764 Inferno”, an inner core reserved for the most 
extreme members [30][31][32]. 

Goal (according to their own publication) 

"The goal of 764 is the purification of all living things through endless attacks committed 
by the cult. World domination will be achieved by any means necessary. We won't stop 
until our goal is completed and all life forms are eliminated. Only 764 will remain." [39] 

Operational Model: 
764 operates through a systematic grooming pipeline: 

1. Initial Contact: Members infiltrate gaming platforms (Roblox, Minecraft), social 
apps, and Discord servers, posing as peers or romantic interests to vulnerable 
youth ages 9-17[28][29][33]. 
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2. Sextortion and Control: 764 members solicit explicit images or self-harm 
content, then weaponize it with threats to expose victims to parents, schools, or 
online communities [29][33][34]. 

3. Migration to Private Channels: Victims are moved into closed 764-branded 
Telegram and Discord servers where sadism is normalized and they are 
introduced to nihilistic ideology [29][33][34]. 

4. Psychological Breaking: Through repeated cycles of humiliation, threats, and 
forced acts (“cut signs” - cutting "764" or abuser’s name into skin, “blood signs” – 
writing signs using the victim’s blood, sexual abuse, degradation), members 
erode victims' boundaries and self-worth [29][33][34]. 

5. Radicalization to Violence: Victims are pushed to harm pets, siblings, parents, 
strangers, plan mass attacks, or commit suicide - often while recording for the 
group's consumption [29][34][35]. 

Global Impact: 
As of February 2026, law enforcement has conducted 50+ arrests worldwide related to 
764, and the FBI has opened more than 250 investigations. Canada designated 764 as a 
terrorist entity in December 2025, and New Zealand followed suit [2][28][32]. 

Attacks linked to 764 include: 

• Multiple stabbings in Romania and Sweden by teenagers who livestreamed the 
violence. 

• Nashville high school cafeteria shooting. 

• Planned bomb attack on Lady Gaga concert in Brazil. 

• Bomb threats at universities in Spain. 

• Planned ISIS recruitment followed by domestic terrorism (hybrid terror case) 
[28][29][35][36]. 
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No Lives Matter: Pure Nihilistic Violence 
Formation and Ideology: 
No Lives Matter (NLM) operates as a loosely affiliated nihilistic violence network primarily 
active internationally through online spaces [37][38]. Unlike groups with even minimal 
ideological scaffolding, NLM promotes complete rejection of human value and violence 
purely for aesthetic purposes [37][38]. 

The name itself, a deliberate inversion of social justice slogans, signals the group's 
misanthropic worldview: no life has meaning, no victim deserves sympathy, suffering is 
entertainment [37][38]. 

Criminal Activity: 
NLM-linked attacks demonstrate the movement's purely nihilistic character: 

• Swedish stabbing series (2024-2025): Multiple teenagers affiliated with NLM 
stabbed elderly victims, filmed the attacks, and uploaded footage to 764/NLM 
chatrooms. Victims were selected not for any symbolic reason but for vulnerability 
and shock value [37][38]. 

• "Slain" case: A 14-year-old Swedish boy prominent in NLM and 764 circles 
allegedly committed eight stabbings in Hässelby in 2024, sharing videos of each 
attack [38]. 

• Moscow Oblast school stabbing: A 2024 school attack in Russia involved a 
perpetrator who referenced "No Lives Matter" and wore NLM patches, 
highlighting the international spread of nihilistic violence aesthetics [38]. 

NLM represents the endpoint of nihilistic extremism: violence stripped of even the 
pretense of purpose, committed for status within online communities that glorify cruelty 
[37][38]. 
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Maniac Murder Cult (MKU)  
Formation and leadership 

Maniac Murder Cult (MKU), also known by variants such as M.K.U. or Maniacs: Cult of 
Killers, emerged in the late 2010s as a small but highly violent neo-Nazi extremist 
network rooted in Eastern Europe, with early reporting tying its founder to Dnipro, 
Ukraine. The group began as a loose community of young extremists producing and 
sharing videos of attacks and then evolved into a more structured network that blended 
street violence with online propaganda [48][49][50]. 

Leadership has operated under online aliases (for example “Maniac” and later 
“Commander Butcher”) and has used a mix of public propaganda channels and private 
messaging to direct activity across borders. Internal documentation and case materials 
describe a hierarchical but decentralized command structure that rewards violent actions 
and media production rather than formal membership processes [49][50]. 

A “murder points” system has reportedly been used by MKU leadership to rate and 
incentivize crimes, with higher scores attached to more serious or more graphically 
documented acts of violence and penalties for members who do not meet quotas. Even 
after arrests of key figures, including leaders charged or convicted in connection with 
plots and assaults, MKU-linked communities have persisted online and have inspired 
sympathizers in other countries [51][52][53]. 

Core ideology 

MKU and related “No Lives Matter” (NLM) spaces combine neo-Nazi racism and 
antisemitism with extreme nihilism and accelerationism. The worldview portrays human 
life as worthless, celebrates cruelty, and promotes the idea that widespread violence and 
social collapse are desirable outcomes. Within this frame, attacks on marginalized 
people (for example, migrants, homeless individuals, and racial or religious minorities) 
are recast as “sacrifices” or “missions” rather than crimes [52][54][55]. 



17 
 

Ideological messaging often includes [52][55][56]: 

• Open praise for previous extremists and mass attackers. 

• Calls for a “race war” or “racial holy war,” fused with satanic or esoteric language 
in some sub-channels. 

• “No future / no lives matter” narratives that encourage self-destructive and 
outwardly violent behavior, especially among disaffected youth. 

The aesthetic and tone can resemble dark humor or “edgy” meme culture on the surface, 
which can make it harder for parents and educators to recognize, but the underlying 
messaging normalizes real-world violence and dehumanization. 

Criminal activity 

Open-source reporting, court documents, and security-service statements link 
MKU-affiliated individuals to a range of serious crimes, including assaults, murders, hate 
crimes, and terrorism plots. Early incidents involved attacks on homeless people and 
other vulnerable targets, some of which were filmed and circulated within the network as 
proof of commitment and to gain status. 

More recently, law-enforcement actions have highlighted plots directed or encouraged by 
MKU leadership against Jewish communities and racial minorities. In one high-profile 
U.S. case, an alleged MKU leader using the alias “Commander Butcher” worked with an 
undercover officer while soliciting hate-motivated attacks and discussing a mass-casualty 
plan involving poisoned candy at Jewish schools in New York. Prosecutors and 
government designations describe a pattern of recruiting online, assigning tasks 
(including vandalism, arson, and potential bombings), and demanding that participants 
record and share evidence of their actions [53][57][58]. 

In addition to completed attacks and disrupted plots, MKU and NLM-style spaces 
contribute to a wider ecosystem of online extremist violence by [52][56][59][60]: 

• Spreading manuals and “how-to” guides for violence and sabotage. 

• Encouraging lone-actor or small-cell activity that can be difficult to detect in 
advance. 

• Crosspollinating with other networks (such as 764 and related channels) that mix 
extremism, sextortion, and sadistic content. 
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The Com (Community)  
The Com is not an individual group.  Instead, it is a collection (community) of the groups 
already discussed in this paper, along with many similar groups, both existing and 
emerging.   

The Com is best understood as a loose but highly networked collection of servers, chats, 
forums, and accounts spread across multiple mainstream and encrypted platforms. It is 
not a single community, but an overlapping set of digital spaces called the Edgesphere 
that share members, methods, and a common culture of anti-social behavior. These 
groups collaborate, compete, and cross-pollinate in ways that routinely drift into 
criminality and violent extremism [65]. 

Most activity occurs primarily on mainstream platforms. Perpetrators construct false 
identities, relationships, or e-romances to build trust and dependency, often reinforced by 
gifts such as Amazon deliveries, e-transfers, game currency, or cryptocurrency. Once a 
connection is established, victims are moved into private Telegram or Discord servers, 
where the coercion escalates and becomes insulated from outside view. The harms of 
the Com Network are primarily online harms. The threats that evolve out of these harmful 
digital milieus are direct consequences of unchecked and unmitigated online harms left 
to fester [65]. 
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Ideological Framework: Understanding Nihilistic Extremism 
Core Philosophical Tenets 
Nihilistic violent extremism, despite its rejection of coherent ideology, operates on several 
identifiable principles: 

1. Misanthropy and Anti-Humanism 
NVE actors embrace hatred of humanity as a defining value. People are viewed not as 
individuals with inherent dignity but as objects for exploitation, torment, or elimination 
[3][5][40]. This misanthropy distinguishes NVE from traditional extremism which typically 
elevates an “in” group (race, religion, nation) while dehumanizing outsiders. NVE 
dehumanizes everyone. 

2. Rejection of Moral Frameworks 
Where traditional extremists replace mainstream morality with alternative moral codes 
(sharia law, racial purity, revolutionary justice), NVE actors reject the concept of morality 
entirely [3][5][40]. Actions are judged not by ethical standards but by their capacity to 
shock, transgress, and demonstrate power. 

3. Violence as Aesthetic and End Goal 
Violence in NVE is not instrumental; it does not advance strategic objectives. Instead, 
violence becomes an aesthetic experience and a source of meaning through its very 
meaninglessness [1][5][37]. The act of destruction, the suffering inflicted, and the social 
transgression provide psychological gratification independent of outcomes. 

4. Gamification of Cruelty 
NVE networks operate like competitive gaming communities where members gain status 
by producing increasingly extreme "content": self-harm, sexual exploitation, violence 
against others [29][33][34]. This gamified structure creates escalation dynamics where 
participants compete to demonstrate their lack of boundaries. 

5. Apocalypticism Without Utopia 
While accelerationist movements envision societal collapse followed by ethnostate 
formation, pure NVE seeks only the collapse itself [1][3][5]. There is no promised land, no 
future paradise, only the satisfaction of witnessing and causing societal disintegration. 

Psychological Appeal: Who Joins and Why 
Research into NVE recruitment reveals common psychological vulnerabilities 
[6][33][40][41]: 

• Adolescent Identity Crisis: 
The majority of NVE recruits are teenagers experiencing acute identity formation 
challenges. NVE offers an extreme resolution: if nothing matters, then 
transgression becomes identity [6][40][41]. 

• Social Isolation and Digital Nativity: 
NVE targets youth who are socially isolated but digitally connected. Online 
communities provide belonging while physical isolation prevents moderating 
influences [6][33][40]. 

• Mental Health Struggles: 
Many recruits have histories of depression, anxiety, self-harm, and suicidal 
ideation. NVE reframes self-destructive impulses as power: "If I'm going to suffer, 
I'll make others suffer too"[6][29][33]. 
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• Trauma and Victimization: 
Case studies reveal that many NVE participants were themselves victims of 
bullying, abuse, or exploitation before becoming perpetrators [28][33][40]. The 
movement offers a perceived path from powerlessness to power through inflicting 
what was inflicted upon them. 

• Meaning Through Transgression: 
Paradoxically, nihilistic movements provide meaning through the rejection of 
meaning. In a world perceived as hypocritical, corrupt, and meaningless, 
embracing that meaninglessness fully becomes a form of authenticity [5][6][40]. 
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Tactics and Operational Methods 
Digital Exploitation and Platform Migration 
NVE networks demonstrate sophisticated understanding of platform ecosystems: 

Entry Points: 

• Gaming platforms (Roblox, Minecraft) for initial contact. 

• Mental health and "vent" communities where vulnerable youth congregate. 

• Fandom and meme communities for aesthetic recruitment. 

• Public Discord servers as screening grounds [29][33][34][42]. 
 

Migration Pattern: 
Once initial contact is established, recruiters move targets through progressively more 
private and extreme spaces: 

1. Public platform → Private direct messages. 
2. Private messages → Closed Discord/Telegram groups. 
3. Closed groups → Inner circle "elite" channels. 
4. Elite channels → Direct coercion and exploitation [29][33][34]. 

This migration pattern serves multiple purposes: it avoids platform moderation, increases 
psychological investment, and creates perceived exclusivity that enhances group loyalty 
[29][33][42]. 

Sextortion as Control Mechanism 
NVE groups, particularly 764, weaponize sextortion not merely for sexual gratification or 
profit but as a psychological control mechanism [29][33][34][43]. 

Process: 

1. Solicit explicit images through manipulation or romantic pretense (“love 
bombing”). 

2. Threaten exposure to family, school, or social networks. 
3. Demand escalating content to avoid exposure. 
4. Use accumulated content to enforce complete obedience. 
5. Transition from sexual exploitation to violence promotion [29][33][34][43]. 

 
This methodology transforms victims into perpetrators. To avoid exposure, victims recruit 
others, produce self-harm content, and eventually commit violence against third parties 
[29][33][43]. Federal prosecutors describe this as "terrorism plus child sexual 
exploitation" - a hybrid threat requiring coordinated responses from child protection and 
counterterrorism agencies [2][29][43]. 
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Content Production and Status Hierarchies 
NVE networks operate internal economies where status is earned through content 
production [29][33][34][38]: 

Content Types (Ascending Severity): 

• Self-harm (cutting, burning). 

• Sexual degradation. 

• Extreme self-harm (“cut signs” - carving group names/symbols into skin). 

• Animal abuse. 

• Violence and/or sexual abuse against family members. 

• Violence against strangers. 

• Mass violence planning and execution [29][33][34][38]. 
Members who control victims who produce extreme content gain prestige within the 
network. This creates perverse incentives for escalation: the more suffering one causes 
or controls, the higher one's status [29][33][34]. 

Operational Security and Resilience 
Despite law enforcement attention, NVE networks demonstrate remarkable resilience 
through: 

Decentralization: 
No single leader or hierarchy controls most networks. Arrests of key figures (like 
Cadenhead) do not eliminate operations [28][30][32]. 

Platform Agility: 
When servers are banned, groups immediately reconstitute on new platforms or create 
mirror channels [34][42]. 

Youth Exploitation: 
Using minors as operational actors complicates law enforcement responses. Juveniles 
face different legal consequences, and platforms struggle to verify ages [29][33][42]. 

Transnational Operations: 
NVE networks span jurisdictions, making coordinated law enforcement responses 
difficult. A victim in Sweden may be controlled by an actor in the United States, with 
content distributed through servers in Eastern Europe [28][32][38]. 
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Threat Assessment and Implications 
Violence Typology 
NVE-linked violence falls into several categories: 

1. Coerced Self-Harm 
Victims forced to cut themselves, carve symbols, or engage in life-threatening self-injury. 
This violence is both direct (harm occurs) and preparatory (desensitizes to violence) 
[29][33][34]. 

2. Sextortion-Driven Suicide 
Victims who commit suicide to escape exploitation. While not direct homicide, these 
deaths result from deliberate campaigns of psychological torture [29][33][43]. 

3. Family Violence 
Victims coerced into harming siblings or parents, either through direct violence or 
poisoning. These attacks often involve recording for distribution [29][34][35]. 

4. Opportunistic Public Violence 
Stabbings of strangers selected for vulnerability rather than symbolic value. These 
attacks are designed to produce graphic content for group consumption [35][37][38]. 

5. Planned Mass Violence 
School shootings, bombings, and infrastructure attacks motivated by desire for notoriety 
within NVE communities rather than traditional ideological objectives [28][35][36][38]. 

Challenges for Counterterrorism 
NVE presents unique challenges that complicate traditional counterterrorism approaches: 

Absence of Strategic Objectives: 
Threat assessments typically rely on understanding adversary goals. NVE actors seek 
only chaos, making deterrence and negotiation impossible [1][3][5]. 

Youth Demographics: 
Most actors are minors, requiring child welfare interventions alongside criminal 
prosecution. Traditional deradicalization programs designed for ideological extremists 
may not address nihilistic worldviews [6][29][40]. 

Hybrid Criminal-Terrorist Nature: 
NVE blurs boundaries between child exploitation, organized crime, and terrorism. Siloed 
agency responses (FBI vs. child protection services vs. international law enforcement) 
can struggle with coordination [2][29][43]. 

Platform Exploitation: 
NVE networks thrive on mainstream platforms (gaming, social media) before migrating to 
encrypted spaces. Platform companies struggle to identify early-stage grooming that 
appears as normal teen interaction [29][33][42]. 

Lack of Off-Ramps: 
Traditional extremist movements offer ideological off-ramps (theological refutation, 
political engagement). NVE offers no ideology to refute, only psychological patterns 
requiring clinical intervention [6][40][41]. 
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Transnational Coordination Gaps: 
NVE operates globally but law enforcement remains jurisdictionally bound. Information 
sharing, extradition, and coordinated prosecution face legal and bureaucratic obstacles 
[32][38][42]. 
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Case Studies: From Ideology to Action 
Nikita Casap: O9A-Influenced Family Murder 
In March 2025, Nikita Casap, a 17-year-old from Waukesha, Wisconsin, was arrested in 
Kansas after living with his parents' decaying corpses for weeks. Investigation revealed 
Casap's affiliation with the Order of Nine Angles and communications with international 
accelerationist networks encouraging him to commit attacks [4][63]. 

Casap's case illustrates O9A's enduring influence: despite being founded in the 1970s, 
O9A ideology continues radicalizing youth through online dissemination of texts 
promoting violence as spiritual practice [4][7][10]. 

The Brazilian Lady Gaga Plot: 764 and Hybrid Terrorism 
In May 2025, Brazilian police arrested a 764-affiliated cell planning to attack a Lady Gaga 
concert in Rio de Janeiro with explosives and Molotov cocktails. The plot allegedly 
included plans for "Satanic" child sacrifice [28][36]. 

This case demonstrates NVE's hybrid nature: the attack combined terrorism (mass 
casualty plot), organized crime (explosives acquisition), and ritualistic elements drawn 
from both O9A and 764's nihilistic culture [28][35][36]. 

Swedish Stabbing Series: No Lives Matter's Aesthetic Violence 
Between October 2024 and February 2025, multiple Swedish teenagers affiliated with No 
Lives Matter committed stabbing attacks against elderly victims, filmed the violence, and 
uploaded footage to 764/NLM channels [37][38]. 

The attacks had no political, religious, or personal motivation. Victims were strangers 
selected for vulnerability. The sole purpose was content production for online status 
[37][38]. This case exemplifies pure nihilistic violence: harm inflicted for aesthetic 
consumption by online audiences. 
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Prevention and Intervention Strategies 
Early Warning Indicators 
Families, educators, and communities should watch for: 

Behavioral Changes: 

• Sudden social withdrawal and increased isolation. 

• Obsession with violent imagery, gore, or "edgy" content. 

• Self-harm behaviors or references to self-harm communities. 

• Darkening worldview ("nothing matters", "everyone deserves to die"). 

• Secretive online activity and encrypted communication use [6][29][40]. 
Digital Footprints: 

• Participation in "vent," self-harm, or nihilistic communities. 

• Consumption of extremist manifestos or terrorist propaganda. 

• Creation or sharing of violent content. 

• References to specific groups (764, O9A, AWD, Terrorgram). 

• Use of coded language or symbols associated with NVE [29][33][42]. 
Platform and Policy Interventions 
For Technology Companies: 

• Enhanced detection of grooming patterns that begin on gaming/social platforms. 

• Improved age verification and minor protection measures. 

• Cross-platform information sharing about banned actors. 

• Proactive content moderation in private servers and groups. 

• Collaboration with law enforcement on threat identification [29][33][42]. 
For Law Enforcement: 

• Specialized training on NVE ideology and tactics. 

• Enhanced coordination between child exploitation and counterterrorism units. 

• International task forces for transnational NVE networks. 

• Development of NVE-specific intervention programs. 

• Research partnerships with academia and tech sector [2][32][43.] 
For Policymakers: 

• Consideration of NVE in terrorist designation frameworks. 

• Funding for research on nihilistic extremism psychology. 

• Support for mental health interventions for at-risk youth. 

• International agreements on cross-border NVE prosecution. 
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• Platform accountability measures for minor protection [2][32][42]. 
Clinical and Community Approaches 
Mental Health Intervention: 

• Trauma-informed care for NVE-exposed youth. 

• Treatment programs addressing nihilistic worldviews. 

• Family therapy to rebuild protective relationships. 

• Peer support networks for survivors [6][40][41]. 
Educational Programming: 

• Age-appropriate digital literacy and online safety education. 

• Recognition training for educators on NVE warning signs. 

• Youth empowerment programs building resilience against exploitation. 

• Critical thinking education on online manipulation [40][42]. 
Community Resilience: 

• Reduction of youth isolation through engagement opportunities. 

• Mentorship programs connecting vulnerable youth with positive role models. 

• Creation of offline social connections counteracting digital radicalization. 

• Support for families dealing with at-risk adolescents [6][40][41]. 

 

Conclusion: Confronting Terror Without Ideology 
Nihilistic violent extremism challenges foundational assumptions of counterterrorism: that 
violent actors pursue comprehensible objectives, that ideology can be refuted, that 
movements have leadership structures vulnerable to disruption. NVE offers none of 
these entry points. 

The rise of 764, No Lives Matter, and similar networks reveals a disturbing truth: some 
violence requires no justification beyond itself. For adolescents socialized in digital 
spaces where shock value equals status, where suffering is entertainment, and where 
transgression provides identity, nihilism becomes not just philosophy but practice. 

Responding effectively requires paradigm shifts: 

From Ideology to Psychology: 
Understanding NVE demands focus on individual vulnerability, trauma, and meaning-
making rather than ideological refutation [6][40][41]. 

From Organization to Network: 
Disrupting NVE requires network analysis, platform intervention, and transnational 
coordination rather than targeting hierarchical leadership [32][42]. 
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From Counterterrorism to Holistic Protection: 
Addressing NVE necessitates integration of child protection, mental health services, 
education, and law enforcement rather than siloed responses [2][29][43]. 

From Punishment to Prevention: 
Given the youth demographics of NVE, emphasis must shift toward early intervention, 
family support, and community resilience rather than solely punitive measures [6][40][41]. 

The challenge of nihilistic violent extremism is ultimately the challenge of meaning in the 
digital age. When young people find purpose through destruction, when online 
communities reward cruelty, when isolation breeds misanthropy, societies face not just a 
security threat but a crisis of youth development and social connection. 

Confronting NVE requires more than law enforcement; it requires rebuilding the 
conditions that allow adolescents to find meaning through connection rather than through 
transgression, through creation rather than destruction, through belonging rather than 
through inflicting suffering. 

The rise of terror without ideology demands a response that addresses not just the 
tactics of violence but the void that makes nihilism appealing. Only by understanding that 
void, and offering alternatives to fill it, can societies protect vulnerable youth from 
networks that promise power through cruelty and meaning through meaninglessness. 
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Columbine - Evidence collected from Eric Harris’ vehicle (Alamy.com) 
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Glossary 
 
Accelerationism: the belief that a race war is not only inevitable, but desirable, as it is 
the only path to achieving white power by bringing about the downfall of current systems 
of government.  
 
Aeonic: lasting for an immeasurably or indefinitely long period of time. 
 
Cut Sign: carving the name of a group or an abuser into one’s skin. 
 
Edgesphere: The collective ecosystem of nihilistic, transgressive, and extremist internet 
subcultures, particularly those involving larpercore, gore networks, and the 764 network. 
 
Ethnostate: a country populated by, or dominated by, the interests of a single racial or 
ethnic group. 
 
Love Bombing: a manipulative tactic involving an overwhelming display of affection, 
attention, and grand gestures early in a relationship to gain control over another person. 
 
Neo-Fascism: a post-WWII ideology reviving core fascist tenets - ultranationalism, 
authoritarianism, and white supremacy.   
 
Neo-Nazism: a post-World War II, far-right militant, social, or political ideology that seeks 
to revive elements of Nazi doctrine. It promotes white supremacy, intense nationalism, 
racism, xenophobia, antisemitism, and often Holocaust denial. 
 
Nihilistic Violent Extremism (NVE): a form of terrorism characterized by a lack of 
coherent political or religious ideology, driven instead by a desire to cause indiscriminate 
chaos, destruction, and societal collapse. Motivated by intense misanthropy and hatred 
of society, these actors often use social media to target vulnerable youth and promote 
violence as an end in itself. 
 
NLM: acronym for No Lives Matter. 
 
O9A: acronym for Order of Nine Angles. 
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