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This week, Tidbits explores the history of several 
memorable and beloved children’s books. 
• British author Michael Bond conceived the idea of 
Paddington Bear from a teddy bear he saw on a shelf 
in a London shop on Christmas Eve, 1956. He pur-
chased the bear, of which he said, “it looked rather 
forlorn,” as a gift for his wife. The bear inspired him 
to write a story, which he nished in 10 days. Bond 
designed the bear wearing a blue coat and a red 
oppy hat, always carrying a jar of marmalade in 
his suitcase. As Bond lived near Paddington Station, 
he named the bear Paddington. In the story, the bear 
is discovered at the station by the Brown family, 
who saw a label around its neck reading, “Please 
look after this bear. Thank you.” Bond had conceived 
the idea of the label for the bear after seeing hund-
reds of European Jewish refugee children arriving in
London during World War II and being evacuated to 
the English countryside, all bearing tags around
 their neck with their name and address. There have 
been 29 Paddington Bear books about his adventures 
across London, with the nal one published a year 
   after Bond’s 2017 death. There are several Padding-
      ton statues scattered across the city, the most no-
      table one in the station itself, and another inL
      London’s Leicester Square.
                  (story time cont. on page 2)
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS  

• Author illustrator Don Freeman had a vi-
sion of a picture book with a character that 
roams a department store after hours, and 
created “Corduroy” the bear in 1968, giving 
him that name because it was his son Roy’s 
nickname. In his story, the stuffed bear sits
on a shelf for months waiting for someone 
to take home, but his green overalls are 
missing a button which makes him less 
than perfect. After hearing the mother of a 
little girl named Lisa pointing out the miss-
ing button, once the store closes, Corduroy 
sets out on the search for a button in var-
ious departments. His quest ends when a 
night watchman sets him back on the 
shelf. But the next morning, Lisa is back 
with money from her piggy bank and takes 
him home, where she sews a new button on 
his overalls. Don Freeman penned a sequel
 “A Pocket for Corduroy,” which was publish-
ed in 1978, but unfortunately, Freeman had 
passed away before he could see it in print. 

• “Babar the Elephant” stories had their
origins in a story that French author Jean 
de Brunhoff ’s wife Cecile invented for their 
children. When the mother of the young 
African elephant is killed by a hunter, Bab-
ar escapes the jungle, making his way to a 
city, where he is helped by the “Old Lady,” 
who introduces him to civilization and 
clothes him in a bright green suit. When 
the jungle’s King of the Elephants dies af
eating a poisonous mushroom, Babar re-
turns and is crowned as the new King. The 
rst “Babar” book was published in France 
in 1931, with the English version following 
in 1933. Jean de Brunhoff wrote and illust-
rated seven “Babar” books before his tragic 
death at age 37 from tuberculosis. His son 
Laurent took over the series, writing 37 
more stories from 1948 to 2017.
                  (cont. on page 3) 

 NUGGET OF 
KNOWLEDGE

 The name Janette Sebring Lowrey is not
well-known, but one of her books certain-
ly is. "The Poky Little Puppy" was the best-
selling children's book of the 20th century,
with15 million copies sold between 1942 
and 2001, more than any Dr. Suess favor-
ite. It was also the one-billionth Little Gol-
den Book printed.
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS  

• Stan and Jan Berenstain met at a Philadelphia art 
school during World War II, and following their marr-
iage in 1946, they had a joint career in cartoon illustr-
ating and creating cover art for magazines such as 
“McCall’s,” “Good Housekeeping,” and “The Saturday 
Evening Post.”  In 1962, their rst children’s book, “The 
Big Honey Hunt,” featuring a family of bears that liv-
ed in a treehouse in Bear Country, was published. Hun-
dreds of titles followed, with stories inspired by the ex-
periences of their own family, all designed to help 
children navigate through life’s challenges, including 
fear of the doctor, of Kindergarten, and ghosts. The 
books taught honesty, kindness, responsibility, safety, 
and other family values. Following the death of Stan 
and Jan, their son Mike took over the series and contin-
ues to release Berenstain titles. There have been more 
than 400 titles, with 260 million copies in 23 langu-
ages in print. The books have been adapted into two 
different animated TV series, ve TV specials, and 19 
video games, and have even had their likenesses feat-
ured on postage stamps. 
• P. D. Eastman had worked in Walt Disney’s anima-
tion department, Warner Brothers’ cartoon unit, and 
as an artist for the “Mr. Magoo” series before becoming 
the author of 21 children’s books, including “Go, Dog, 
Go!”, “Big Dog…Little Dog,” and the beloved favorite 
“Are You My Mother?”  Published in 1960, “Are You My 
Mother?” is the story of a hatchling bird looking for 
his mother. The bird hatches while Mother Bird is seek-
ing food, and goes looking for her, asking a kitten, a 
hen, a dog, and a cow if they are his mother. He then 
moves on to inanimate objects including a boat, an 
airplane, and a steam shovel that nally deposits the 
bird back into the nest. Eastman was a protégé of Dr. 
Seuss, who enlisted him to write for Seuss’ “Beginner 
Books” series.
• After viewing a documentary about Admiral Byrd’s 
Antarctic expedition in 1932, Richard Atwater was 
inspired to pen a children’s book he called “Ork! The 
Story of Mr. Popper’s Penguins.” Before he could 
wrap up the manuscript, the 42-year-old Atwater 
suffered a stroke in 1934, which left him unable to 
speak or write. His wife Florence revised the manu-
script and entitled it “Mr. Popper’s Penguins,” the 
story of a humble house painter living in 1930s Still-
water, Minnesota. After listening to a radio program 
about an Admiral’s Antarctic adventures, Mr. Popper 
sends him a fan letter. The Admiral responds by sen-
ding Mr. Popper a live penguin. The Popper family 
cleans out their icebox and houses the penguin there,
but after a time, the penguin, Captain Cook, becom-
es lonely. A female companion seems to be the ans-/
wer, and before long, there are 12 penguins to feed. 
The story continues with Mr. Popper’s attempts to 
train his penguins as circus performers due to
dwindling nances. 

  

• In 1942, Western Publishing released 
12 new children’s books under the series 
name “Little Golden Books.” Each book 
contained 42 pages, printed in either two 
or four colors. The rst offering included 
such favorites as “Scuffy the Tugboat,” 
“Three Little Kittens,” “This Little Piggy,”
 “Nursery Songs,” and “Mother Goose.” 
Within ve months, 1.5 million copies 
had been sold. The price was 25 cents and 
remained so until 1962, when it was 
raised to 29 cents. Over the years, fairy 
tales and bedtime stories expanded into 
popular characters such as Mario, Sonic 
the Hedgehog, Barbie, Disney princesses, 
and Thomas the Tank Engine. The price 
of a Little Golden Book is now $5.99. 
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This week, Tidbits invites you to explore the origins of the 
most popular puzzle of all times, conceived by a 30-year-
old Hungarian in 1974. 
• Erno Rubik was working at the Academy of Applied Arts 
and Crafts in Budapest, Hungary in 1974, attempting to 
help his students understand 3D objects by developing a 
mechanical puzzle of moving parts. He had spent months 
experimenting with wood and paper blocks, rubber bands 
and paper clips before settling on a cube with nine colored 
squares on each side in six different colors – red, green, 
yellow, orange, blue, and white.
• The cube was held together by an internal pivoting 
mechanism that enabled each of the layers to turn inde-
pendently to mix up the colors. The object of the cube 
was to return each side to just one color. Rubik did such a 
good job of creating a difcult puzzle, he had no idea how 
to solve it himself, and it took him a month to gure it 
out. In his words, “I was without any background for 
that, because I was the rst who tried.” 
•  Rubik applied for and was granted a Hungarian 
patent for his “spatial logic toy” that he called the 
“Magic Cube” in 1975. It appeared in Hungarian toy 
stores in 1977 and it was licensed to be sold by Pen-
tangle Puzzles in the U.K. in 1978. When the cube 
was featured at an international toy fair in 1979, it 
was noticed by an entrepreneur and marketer, Tom 
Kremer, who presented the idea to the U.S. company, 
Ideal Toy. The Rubik’s Cube was released internation-
ally in 1980, and was an immediate success.
• The Rubik’s Cube started out with a 3 x 3 x 3 de-
sign, and has expanded to 4 x 4 x 4 and 5 x 5 x 5 
versions.  The total number of potential arrange-
ments of the standard Rubik’s Cube is about 43 quin-
tillion.

RUBIK'S 

CUBE 

• In 1981, the Rubik’s Cube was the cover story in 
“Scientic American,” and was called “one of the 
most amazing things ever invented for teaching 
mathematical ideas.” It was Erno Rubik’s belief that 
his invention would appeal to people with science, 
math, or engineering training, and was astounded 
that its effect was so widespread. 
•  Because there is a certain sequence of movements 
to be performed in successive order, most people 
could only solve one or two sides. As a result, several 
books and tutorials were published on how to do it, 
including 1981’s best-selling “The Simple Solution to 
Rubik’s Cube,” which sold upwards of 6 million cop-
ies. In 2020, Erno Rubik published a new book “Cub-
ed: The Puzzle of Us All,” in which he details the 
cube’s development and its massive success and im-
pact on the world. 
• The world’s rst international Rubik’s Cube cham-
pionship occurred in 1982 in Budapest, introducing 
the concept of “speedcubing,” the practice of solving 
the puzzle in the shortest time possible. That rst 
contest resulted in a winner with a time of 22.95 
seconds.  There are now many speedcubing competi-
tions worldwide. The world record is 3.05 seconds 
for a 3x3x3 cube. 
• The Knoxville, Tennessee World’s Fair held in 1982 
boasted the world’s largest Rubik’s Cube, which 
stands 10 feet (3.048 m) tall and weighs 1,200 lbs. 
(544.3 kg). This cube can still be seen inside the city’s 
Convention Center. 
•  Erno Rubik’s patent expired in 2000, paving the 
way for knock-offs to appear, particularly from Chi-
nese companies. The Cube remains the world’s best-
selling puzzle game as well as the world’s best-sell-
ing toy, with estimated sales exceeding 500 million 
since its launch. 
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By the Numbers
This week, Tidbits revs up to study the data on the 
number of cars around the world.
* How many cars are there in the world? As of the
close of 2024, there were about 1.475 billion vehicles
on Earth, with about 19% of those in the United States. 
North America has about 359 million vehicles, 710 ve-
hicles per 1,000 people, 24% of the world's total. Asia 
has 543 million vehicles, and Europe claims 413 mil-
lion.
* There are approximately 132.8 households in the Uni-
ted States, of which 121.6 million have a car, and more 
than 10 million households have no car, about 8%. In 
2025, there were about 298.7 million registered veh-
icles in the U.S., up from 296.6 million in 2024.
* Northeastern U.S. states, including New York, Mass-
achusetts, and New Jersey have the nation's lowest 
car ownership statistics. Only 29% of New York house-
holds own a car, only 58 registered vehicles per 100 
people. The state of Montana has the most vehicles per 
100 residents in the nation, 184 registered vehicles per 
100, more than triple the rate of New York, nearly two 
vehicles per resident. South Dakota and Wyoming 
round out the top three for most registered vehicles per 
100 residents. Now contrast these gures with the 
number of vehicles in Africa's Democratic Republic of 
Congo - about 4 vehicles per 1,000 people and Pakistan 
with 20 per 1,000 population.

* There is only one country in the world that registers 
more than one car per person. The tiny nation of San
Marino, a landlocked country completely surrounded 
by Italy, has a land area of just over 23.5 square miles 
(61 sq. km), and a population of 34,042. Yet this fth-
smallest country in the world has about 1,300 vehicles 
per 1,000 people, more than 1.3 per person.
* When the rates of vehicle ownership are determined, 
"Cars in the U.S." includes cars, trucks, SUVs, and vans. 
America's best-selling vehicle for the past 49 years has 
been the Ford F-series truck, with sales approaching 
1.6 million trucks for the year 2025. Compare this g-
ure with the Chevrolet Silverado, with about 285,000 
units sold.
* And what about the world's largest automaker? It's
Toyota, which corners over 11% of all global car sales.
Toyota's best-selling car for 2025 was the Rav 4, with
sales of over 2.1 million cars through October 2025, the
world's top-selling vehicle. It was followed closely by 
the Toyota Corolla at 1.9 million units. Overall in hist-
ory, the Corolla has had more sales than any other veh-
icle, with sales upwards of 50 million cars since its in-
troduction in 1966.
* From the inception of the Ford Model T in 1908 until 
production ceased in 1927, the Model T had experienc-
ed sales of more than 15 million cars during its 19 
years. On February 17, 1972, Volkswagen rolled its 
15,007,034th Beetle off the assembly line, breaking a 
record held by the Model T for 45 years. In 1981,  the 
Beetle became the rst car to reach the milestone of 
20 million units sold worldwide

. In 1994, the company revealed its "New Beetle," ve 
years before the original prototype was discontinued. 
When Volkswagen ceased production of the Beetle in 
2019, upwards of 23 million Beetles had been sold. 
The Corolla bypassed the Beetle in 2021.
* Volkswagen continues to be #2 in global sales, but 
is solidly in rst place in Europe, with a market share 
of about 25% there.

February 15th, 2026 



     SAGITTARIUS

     CAPRICORN        

     AQUARIUS

     SCORPIO

     PISCES

Drew Barrymore                            02/22/75

Emily Blunt                                      02/23/83

Barry Bostwick                              02/24/45

Sean Astin                                         02/25/71

Michael Bolton                                02/26/53

Chelsea Clinton                               02/27/80

Jason Aldean                                   02/28/77

ARIES    

TAURUS      

GEMINI

BORN THIS WEEK:

      LIBRA 

                (March 21 to April 19) Yours is one of the most po-
                         tent good-luck signs of the Zodiac. And this 
                         week you'll get some news that reinforces why 
                         this is so. A loved one shares in the good tid-
                         ings.
T                  (April 20 to May 20) There's an underlying sense 
                         of anger that makes the Divine Bovine see red. 
                         Deal with it now before it explodes so that you 
                         can avoid more problems from the fallout.
                   (May 21 to June 20) Even if you don't expect to 
                         make a career move anytime soon, investigat-
                         ing an upcoming offer will certainly pay off. 
                        Travel arrangements also need to be made soon.
                     (June 21 to July 22) A friend from the past returns 
                        and makes an unsettling demand. Don't allow 
                        your emotions to take over. Deal with the situ-
                        ation openly and honestly.
            (July 23 to August 22) A workplace problem needs 
                        more attention before it can be settled. Mean-
                        while, your financial picture improves, and 
                        someone's surprise revelation creates an unus-
                        ual reaction.
                    (August 23 to September 22) Being the sixth sign 
                        of the Zodiac makes you more selective than 
                        most folks. But you might need to be a mite more 
                        flexible about a long-deferred matter.
                       (September 23 to October 22) The blame game 
                        could get out of hand. All accusations need to be 
                        weighed carefully in order to determine what is 
                         true and what is potentially harmful innuendo.

   

CANCER

  LEO     

VIRGO
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        (October 23 to November 21) A new 
       job could be within your grasp. Be 
       patient and allow the decision-mak-
       ing process to work itself through. On 
       another note, spend more time with 
        loved ones.
                    (November 22 to December 
         21) Sometimes you might feel like 
          you're not getting your share of life's 
          good things, but prospects open up 
           this week that could make you feel 
          otherwise.
               (December 22 to January 19) Pat-
           ience and understanding finally en-
           able you and a loved one to work 
           out your pesky problems once and 
           for all. Good luck!
            (January 20 to February 18) Exp-
           ect good news from someone whom 
           you thought had forgotten you. This 
           could lead to a change that you had 
           earlier considered but then set aside.
    (February 19 to March 20) A romance 
           that seems to be floundering needs 
           tender, loving care if you hope to 
            rescue it. In addition, be prepared 
            to change travel plans as new in-
            formation emerges.
                           You can bring various ele-
ments together to create something new 
and wonderful. No wonder you're consid-
ered the Celestial Chemist!
     (c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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* On Feb. 23, 1885, John Lee went to the gallows in Exeter, England, for alleg-
edly murdering Emma Keyse, a rich older woman who'd employed him. Insist-
ing he was innocent, he was nonetheless convicted and sentenced to hang. 
However, the lever to release the oor beneath his feet malfunctioned and he 
didn't drop. Bafed authorities sent him back to prison for the next 22 years, 
though his death sentence was commuted. Upon his release, he emigrated to 
America, leaving the cause of his reprieve unsolved.
* On Feb. 24, 1961, the rst 15 students received their Bachelor of Hamburger-
ology degree (not a traditional academic one!) from McDonald's Hamburger 
University, aka the "Harvard of Fast Food."
* On Feb. 25, 1837, Vermont blacksmith Thomas Davenport received the rst 
U.S. patent for an electric motor. He insulated the wires with strips of fabric 
from his wife's silk wedding dress (cut by his wife, and with her full approval).
* On Feb. 26, 1968, Allied troops who'd recaptured the imperial capital of Hue 
from the North Vietnamese during the Tet Offensive found the rst mass 
graves in Hue. Communist troops who had held the city for 25 days had mass-
acred about 2,800 civilians whom they identied as sympathizers with the 
government in Saigon, and one authority estimated they might have killed as 
many as 5,700 people in Hue.
* On Feb. 27, 1935, 6-year-old rising Hollywood star Shirley Temple received 
the rst-ever kid-size "juvenile" Oscar, measuring about half the height of a 
full-size Oscar.
* On Feb. 28, 1982, the J. Paul Getty Museum became the most richly endowed 
museum in the world when it received a $1.2 billion bequest left to it by the 
late J. Paul Getty. A good portion of the endowment went to construct the Getty 
Center, a six-building complex on a hilltop in the Brentwood section of Los 
Angeles.
* On March 1, 1960, the rst-ever Playboy Club opened its doors in downtown 
Chicago. Female servers known as "bunnies" were subject to the rules of a 42-
page manual threatening demerits for offenses ranging from chewing gum to 
unkempt bunny tails.
(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc."
                          (c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.*
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            Puzzle Answers

                                                                                      
Promotional toys have been a popular form of advertising for a long 
time. The doll pictured here is Bandy, an advertising mascot created for 
General Electric in the 1920s. Bandy promoted their radios; his name 
comes from the "big band" jazz music that was popular at the time, 
even if his colorful uniform and tall hat might be a better t for leading 
a marching band. 
This example, complete with his baton, sold for 
$504 at Donley Auctions. Bandy dolls were 18 inch-
Es tall, made of wood and composition with joint-
ed limbs, and appeared in shop window displays 
with General Electric radios. They were made by 
the Cameo Doll Company, known for familiar g-
ures like Kewpies and Betty Boop dolls. Designer 
Joseph Kallus created many of their dolls. His de-
signs for Bandy and his fellow radio advertising mascot, RCA's Radio-
tron, may have been based on work by illustrator Maxeld Parrish, 
who designed promotional posters and calendars for General Electric 
that are highly collectible today.

            I have a picture, probably a lithograph, of a young girl 
            done by a 14th-century artist from Italy. There is an inscr-
iption on the back of the picture: "Florentine Master / A Young 
Lady / About 1460 / Museum Berlin." The picture was passed 
down to me from my English-American grandmother who tra-
veled widely after having her seven children. She traveled alone 
throughout Europe and South America during the 1930s. I would 
love to know the picture's value, other than aesthetic.
          

Pick up your FREE 
copy of Tidbits at 
these great busi-
nesses as well as 

many more!

For a complete list of places toget a FREE copy 
of Tidbitsvisit our website:

www.nwcotidbits.com

                                                    Promotional Toys
            Your picture is a copy of a famous portrait from the Italian Renais-
            sance. Sometimes called "Prole Portrait of a Young Lady," it has 
been copied by many other artists, printed on decorative pieces like cera-
mic plates and reproduced as a color or black-and-white print. It appears 
in the reference book "The Picture History of Painting" by H.W. Janson and 
Dora Jane Janson, rst published in 1957. The original painting was ac-
quired by the Gemaldegalerie in Berlin in about 1898 and is still displayed 
there. The museum attributes it to Piero del Pollaiuolo, who was active in 
Florence, Italy, in the 1400s, but some historians believe it was painted by 
another artist, possibly Piero's brother Antonio. Your grandmother may 
have purchased her copy as a souvenir during her travels in Europe. The 
Gemaldegalerie licensed copies painted in oil on plywood in the early to 
mid-20th century. One sold at a European auction a few years ago for the 
equivalent of about $750 in U.S. currency. Vintage prints sell for less, about 
$100 to $200. 

TIP: Repainting an antique doll's head never adds to the value.

                                            CURRENT PRICES
Shaving mug, occupational, woodworker, in shop, multicolor scene, gilt 
lettering, marked, T& V Limoges, 3 1/2 inches, $60.
Lamp, electric, banker's, green shade, cased glass, metal base, uted 
column, ridged dome foot, scalloped edge, c. 1920, 7 1/2 x 11 inches, 
$175.
Railroad, poster, London & Northeastern Railway, family on beach, "An 
East Coast Tonic," canvas mount, frame, England, 43 x 53 inches, $1,720.  

For more collecting news, tips and resources, visit:
                                               www.Kovels.com
                                     (c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.



More than just a smoke shop!

WE HAVE MOVED!! COME VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION AT 

239 E. VICTORY WAY
WHERE WE WILL STILL OFFER A WIDE  SELECTION OF SMOKING 

ACCESSORIES & OTHER CURIOUSITIES PLUS SO MUCH MORE!

970-439-0785

By Lucie Winborne

* The cubicle got its name from the Latin "cubiculum," 
meaning bed chamber.
* When your "inner voice" speaks in your head, it trig-
gers small muscle movements in your larynx.
* Harriet Tubman was the rst woman to lead a U.S. 
military raid.
* Java junkies, take note: The American Psychiatric 
Association's DSM-5 handbook classies caffeine with-
drawal as a mental disorder.
* A newborn blue whale gains about 200 pounds a day 
during its rst year.
* Jim Henson made his rst Kermit puppet using his 
mother's old coat and two halves of a ping-pong ball.
* Sometimes it snows on Mars, but the snowakes are 
made out of carbon dioxide, not water. The akes 
don't fall, but create a fog-like effect.
* Australia is home to approximately 170 kinds of 
snakes, including some of the world's most venomous. 
The good news? Snake bites aren't common and are 
rarely fatal. One study estimated that snake bites acc-
ount for just two deaths per year in Australia.
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* Scottish band the Bay City Rollers chose their name 
after sticking a pin in a map of America, which land-
ed on the city Michigan.
* Actor Benedict Cumberbatch is the second cousin, 16 
times removed, of King Richard III, whom he portray-
ed in the 2016 BBC miniseries "The Hollow Crown."
* Members of the Secret Service's Presidential Protec-
tion Division always travel with bags of blood in the 
motorcade in the event a transfusion is needed.
* Wisdom teeth serve no purpose. They're left over 
from hundreds of thousands of years ago. As early 
humans' brains grew bigger, mouth space was reduc-
ed, crowding out this third set of molars.
* One of Walt Disney's rst art jobs was drawing car-
toons for a local barber in exchange for haircuts.

Thought for the Day: "Friends are the siblings God 
never gave me." -- Mencius
                (c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Visit www.nwcotidbits.com to see a complete list 
of locations where Tidbits is available

Get your FREE copy of Tidbits at 
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Wyman 
Museum

Beatrix Potter's first commercially pub-
lished work was "The Tale of Peter Rab-
bit," released in 1902. The following year, 
Peter Rabbit was the first fictional char-
acter to be made into a patented stuffed 
toy. Potter's books have sold  more than 
250 million copies.
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* "Jazz up your pancakes by adding pureed fro-
zen blueberries or strawberries. It turns the mix 
either blue or red, and it's fun for the kiddos."
 -- V.R. in Florida
* "Purchase colorful laundry baskets for each 
child in your home. In the evening, you can 
have the child nd all his or her stray items, 
put them in the basket and then put them
away. In our house, the kids also use their bas-
ket to hold anything they need for school the 
next day -- backpack, coats and outerwear, 
even boots. We stack the baskets by the door 
and nothing gets left behind." -- P.W. in Missouri
* Tissue boxes have so many uses after they are 
emptied of tissues. Try lining one with a plastic 
grocery bag and keeping it in your car for stray 
trash. Or you can use it to corral all those plas-
tic grocery bags until you need them, just stuff 
them in one at a time. Lastly, and probably my 
favorite, cut out doors and windows to use as 
a house for a toy. Imagination makes the possi-
bilities endless. 
* "To make an eraser for our dry-erase board, I 
cut a washcloth in half and folded it into a rec-
tangle. Then I used a magnetic chip clip (with 
a strong magnet) to hold the open ends of the 
cloth. I can use the magnetic clip as a handle 
and it's stored right on the board." -- D.I. in 
Arizona
* To distinguish all the cords plugged into a 
power strip, write the appliance name (TV, 
game console, etc.) on a plastic bread tab, and 
attach it to the cord at the plug. A quick look 
at the power strip and you can unplug any 
appliance without having to follow the cord 
through the jungle behind your entertainment 
center!

Send your tips to: 
                            Now Here's a Tip 
                   1800 Pembrook Dr., Suite 300 
                            Orlando, FL 32810.
             (c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.                                                        5 Tanning Bed Stations

    Lay Down or Stand Up
One Time Visit  or Multiple Visit

Package Pricing
Large Variety of Tanning 

Products Available

Open 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
(No Appointment Necessary)

470 Washington St.
Craig, CO 

970-824-2271

THIS PUBLICATION IS MADE 
POSSIBLE BY THE ADVERTIS-
ERS ~ PLEASE GIVE THEM 
YOUR BUSINESS WHEN YOU 
NEED THE SERVICES OR PRO-
DUCTS THEY OFFER!!
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           Two Very Different Scammers
Scammers come with varying motives, intelligence levels -- and 
with different intentions. While it's disturbing that anyone steals 
from the VA, it's twice as bad when the scammer is a veteran. 
Here is a guy, a veteran, who claimed he was disabled and 
couldn't work due to service-connected injuries; he therefore re-
ceived VA disability benets. You'd think he would stay home, be-
ing so disabled, but instead he used his benet money on luxury 
international vacations, worked out several times a week, ran 
his own business and had a very active lifestyle.
His scam netted him nearly a quarter of a million dollars before 
he was stopped. After pleading guilty to 10 counts of theft, he 
was only sentenced to 18 months in prison (not long enough) and 
will have to pay back the money as well as a $20,000 ne.
Then there's the young computer hacker who broke into the U.S. 
Supreme Court 25 times, as well as the VA health system compu-
ters and AmeriCorps, by using stolen login credentials. Bragging 
about what he'd done, he took screenshots of someone's personal 
information and posted it all online. Then, using other stolen 
credentials, he got into the VA's "MyHealthEVet" website and 
grabbed his victim's personal information -- and posted it online. 
Among other pieces of information, he got the victim's name, 
email address, phone number, home address, date of birth and 
the answers to three security questions. For other victims he was 
also able to get (and post) information about citizenship status, 
Social Security number, veteran status, blood type and list of 
medications prescribed. 
For all this fraud against others, leaving them shocked and feel-
ing violated and at risk for identity theft, he could get a mere one 
year in prison (not long enough) and a $100,000 ne. It appears 
that he didn't try to sell the information, that he only wanted the 
bragging rights for his hacking. 
                         (c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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LUBE

PLUS



Holidays & Observances This Week

02/22        George Washington's Birthday
02/23        Iwo Jima Day
02/24        National Dance Day
02/25        Rubber Ducky Day
02/26        Levi Strauss Day
02/27        International Polar Bear Day
02/28        National Tooth Fairy Day
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Almost Hacked!

with, this time thanking me for my recent order and saying the 
automatic payment would be made that night as soon as I ver-
ied one little piece of information. I hear from them frequently, 
and have for many years. When I heard from them again, in 
that text message on my phone, I didn't think much about it at 
rst. I went to press the link in the message ...
Wait, I said to myself, that company doesn't have my cellphone 
number. They only have my email address. They couldn't have 
sent me the text message. At the last minute I pulled my hand 
away and did not click that link.
I called the company in question and asked if they had sent me 
a text message about an order. No, they said. I asked for the 
fraud department, beginning to panic. 
The man on the other end of the call was professional, and 
fast, ring off a lot of questions, but most especially asking if 
I had clicked the link. No. After asking several more questions, 
he determined that I was safe -- this time.
The moral of this little story is, for me, to slow down! I was all 
too willing to jump right ahead with what I thought was a 
genuine text message from a company I know. I won't make 
that mistake again.
Some hints: 
Don't do banking or any kind of internet business on your cell-
phone. 
Keep a throwaway email address for the times you are in con-
tact with companies. 
And most of all, do not click any links in text messages unless 
you are one hundred percent certain you know who sent the 
message.
                       (c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc..
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