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DECODES

PHRASES
by Janet Spencer

We don't know who put the cat in the bag, spilled the
beans, hit below the belt, or got ants in their pants,
but here's a few possible  explanations of possible ex-
planations of confusing idioms and phrases.
                                 PHRASES
* In the 1920s, carnivals featured games that tested 
strength, talent, or coordination. A common prize 
was a cigar. If the player came close to winning the
game without actually winning it, he was "close but
no cigar."
* If pirates wanted to sail close to a ship they wished
to plunder, they might run up a ag of the country the
target ship was from, indicating peace. Once the bat-
tle was started, the "false ag" would be taken down 
and  the real ag would be run up the agpole as they
revealed their "true colors." 
*When World War II started, the biggest bombs weigh-
ed 500 lbs. They were ineffective, so a 4,000-lb bomb 
was developed, called the "blockbuster" because it 
could destroy an entire city block. Today, a "blockbus-
ter" is anything that has a major impact.
* During World War II, ghter pilots received a chain 
of ammunition for their machine guns that was nine
yards long. If they emptied their entire magazine into 
a single target, they gave it "the whole nine yards."
                (cont. to page 2 for more phrases)

Q: Why did the boy throw the 
     clock out the window?
A: To see if time really flies!
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PHRASES
(cont. from Front Cover)

*When sailing, the wind can come from behind,
or from in front. When it comes from behind, 
it's easy to sail because the big sails are full 
and only small adjustments to the little sails 
need to be made. It's easy to sail in whatever 
direction needed. This is called  "sailing large." 
But when the wind comes from the front, it's 
hard to maneuver because the large sails are
apping  and the small sails must constantly 
be adjusted. it's hard to control the direction of 
the ship. This is called sailing "by the wind."
* The phrase "by and large" means a ship han-
dles well both when the wind is from the rear 
and from the front. In modern terms, it means 
something similar: "Jack is a good manager by 
and large" means Jack can handle things what-
ever the situation. Similarly, to  be "at large" 
means something is free to travel wherever 
they want: "The escaped criminals remain at 
large" or "Mr. Smith works as an artist at 
large."
* In 1715, the British Government passed the 
"Riot Act" which gave public ofcials the right 
to arrest people gathered in groups of 12 or 
more. An auth-ority would "read the Riot Act" 
to the group, and if they failed to disperse, they 
were subject to arrestor removal by force.
  

* There are many theories on where the phrase 
"It's raining cats and dogs " originated. How-
ever, the one that seems to make the most 
sense is that it's a mistranslation of the Greek 
phrase "cata doxa," which means "beyond be-
lief." It's easy to see how someone not uent
in Greek might mistake "It's raining cata doxa"
for "It's raining cats and dogs."
* It's interesting to note that other countries 
have similar sayings. In Sweden it's "raining
little devils." In Norway, it's raining she-trolls."
In Denmark, it's "raining shoemaker's appren-
tices."
* In the 1800s, hat made from felt were popular.
Hat makers had to use mercury when forming 
the hats, and would inhale mercury vapor and
get mercury on their skin. Soon their hands 
would begin to shake and they would undergo 
weird personality changes, eventually becoming
"mad as a hatter" because of the toxic effects of
mercury poisoning. 
* There was a satirical magazine in Britain in 
the late 1800s called "Judy." In the January 3rd
issue of 1877, it ran a short story. In the story, a
Scrooge-like miser visits his cousin Clara for 
Christmas. He is shocked to be served "cold tur-
key" for every single meal during his visit, and 
is insulted that no hot meals are provided. When
he returns home, he strikes Clara from his will
and cuts the relationship with her off "cold tur-
key."

* A round of boxing lasts three minutes. The 
ringing of a bell signals the beginning and 
end of each round. When each round ends, the 
boxers are given one minute to go to their cor-
ners to rest, drink, have their wounds tended,
and receive instructions from the coaches be-
fore the next round starts. Boxers who have 
taken quite a few blows during the round and
who are anxious to have a moment to regroup
might be "saved by the bell" at the end of the
round.
*As medicine

JUNE 15TH,2025 
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* As medicine began to advance in the 1800s,
medical students needed skeletons to study, 
which were in short supply.  It became lucra-
tive for graverobbers to snatch recently buried
bodies, which were thne reduced to their skele-
tal remains for use by medical schools. These
ill-gotten remains were hidden away out of 
sight and became "skeletons in the closet."
* At race tracks, overly eager horses would of-
ten break from the starting line before the race
began, leading to jockeys being admonished to  
"hold your horses.
* A cat-o-nine tail was a fearsome whip with 
nine lashes used in the British army and navy.
It got its name because the whip's marks re-
sembled a cat's scratches. it was often referred
to simply as "the cat." If someone were to be 
punished with lashes from the cat-o-nine, the
person wielding the whip would need plenty of
room for the wind-up and delivery. They would
need enough room "to swing a cat."
* The phrase "blood is thicker than water" is  
usually thought to mean that people related
to each other through their bloodline have an 
unbreakable bond."

 Actually, the phrase indicates that soldiers com-
pletely unrelated to each mother would be bonded 
by the blood shed during battle. They would be-
come "blood brothers" and be closer than broth-
ers whose only bond was sharing "water" in the 
womb. A bond sealed by blood on the battleeld 
is stronger that the bonds of birth.
* After the Civil War, African American men were 
granted the right to vote. White southerners were 
not in favor of this. Therefore, they passed vari-
ous "Jim Crow" rules. One of them stated that 
men were only allowed to vote if their grandfath-
ers had also voted, thereby excluding every black 
voter. Today, a "grandfather clause" is used to all-
ow individuals to follow old rules even after new 
laws or regulations have been implemented.
* In the late 1800s, when vaudeville was becom-
ing popular, the cheapest seat in the theater were 
the ones high up in the balcony. Often, peanuts 
were sold in the lobby as an inexpensive snack. If 
patrons were unhappy with what was happening 
on the stage, they might throw peanuts towards 
the stage while shouting and booing. This be-
came known as the "peanut gallery."
* If food is so hot that escaping steam is causing
a whistling noise, it's "piping hot."

JUNE  15TH, 2025

"Since at least the Middle Ages, philosphers have dreamed of
curing natural languages of their flaws by constructing entirely
           new idioms according to orderly, logical principles."

                                                  ~ Joshua Foer

“Since at least the Middle Ages, philosophers have 

dreamed of curing natural languages of their flaws 

     by constructing entirely new idioms according 

        to orderly, logical principles.”

                                         ~ Joshua Foer                                           
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SPORTS STORIES

* The Harlem globetrotters were actually formed on the south
side of Chicago. In 1926, a group of young men who had pre-
viously played on their high school team decided to get toge-
ther to play for an American Legion basketball team that barn-
stormed all around the Midwest. The following year, they nam-
ed themselves the Savoy Big Five and secured a regular gig 
playing as pre-dance entertainment at Chicago's newl;y open-
ed Savoy Ballroom. However, 1928, several players left after a 
pay dispute and formed a new team, calling themselves the 
Globe Trotters. They began a new barnstorming tour of the 
Midwest.
* They picked the shortest member of their team (and the only
white dude) to be their manager. Abe Saperstein from North
Chicago dubbed them the Harlem Globetrotters because he 
wanted audiences to think the team had traveled hundreds of
miles. Harlem was undergoing a renaissance at the time, so 
the name was hip. Also, he wanted to make it clear that the 
team was all-black. Not until 1968 did the team actually play a
game in Harlem. Abe was one of only 3 white players that ever
played on the team.
* The Globetrotters didn't start to incorporate ball tricks and
dribbling exhibitions into their games until the late 1930s 
when they added comedy, flashy ball-handling tricks, theatri-
cal routines and corny comedy skits into their games. They 
became known as "the clown princes of basketball."
* Still, however, they were top-notch basketball players. They

 won the prestigious World Professional Basketball Tournament
in 1940, they defeated the all-white Minneapolis Lakers, who 
were champions of the all-white National Basketball League,
forerunner of the National Basketball Association (NBA). 
The next year, they beat the Lakers again.
* The Harlem Globetrotters were one of the first all-black bas-
ketball teams to achieve national and international promin-
ence during an era of segregation in the United States.
* When the NBA first formed in1949, they were having trouble
attracting audiences. Meanwhile, the Globetrotters were sell-
ing out with their comedic approach to the game. The NBA be-
gan inviting the Globetrotters to double-headers. As the NBA
grew in stature, it could pay higher salaries than the Globe-
trotters could, and eventually began to siphon players away 
from the Globetrotters.
* In 1950 the Globetrotters' Nat "Sweetwater" Clifton be-
came the first African American to sign a contract with an 
NBA team by inking a deal with the New York Knicks, along 
with Earl "The Big Cat" Lloyd (Washington Capitols) and 

Chuck Cooper (Boston Celtics). Wilt Chamberlain played for 
the Globetrotters for a year in 1959 before moving on to a 
long career with the NBA. He was the first Globetrotter to 
have his number retired.
* In 1946, Boid Buie joined the Harlem Globetrotters and 
played with them for nine years in spite of having only one
arm.
* In 1985 Lynette Woodard became the first of many female
players to join the Harlem Globetrotters,  breaking barriers
in the male-dominated world of professional basketball.
* By the time the 2023  NBA season rolled around, over 70%
of NBA players were African American.
* Today, the Harlem Globetrotters have performed in over 
120 countries. They hold numerous world records, includ-
ing the longest basketball shot made blindfolded, the most  
blindfolded basketball slam dunks in one minute, most 
half-court shots made in one hour, most basketball bounces
between the legs in one minute (360) and most basketball
bounces in one minute (762).

The Greek god Apollo was usually depicted wearing a crown of laurel leaves. The ancient Greeks awarded laurel crowns
to esteemed citizens. A "laureate" was anyone bedecked with honor. But sometimes they would "rest on their laurels"
by becoming overly satisfied with past triumphs.
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"JAWS"

The 

Movie

* Jaws Director Steven Spielberg named the 
mechanical shark "Bruce" after his lawyer. 
Three mechanical "Bruces" were made, each 
with specialized functions. Each cost about 
$250,000. Throughout the movie, Bruce (the 
shark) has 4 minutes of screen time.
* Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, was us-
ed for most of the filming because even 12 
miles out to sea, the sandy bottom is only 30 
feet deep. This way, the mechanical shark 
Bruce was able to function, while shore was 
too far in the distance to see.
* The average summer tourist population of 
Martha's Vineyard before the film was releas-
ed was around 5,000 people. After it came out,  

the summer population skyrocketed to 15,000.
* Local residents were paid $64 to scream, cry, 
and run across the beach as extras.
* Spielberg shot about 25% of the film from 
water level to make viewer feel as if they were 
treading water.
* Quint's boat, which is the boat being used to 
hunt the shark, is named "Orca." Orcas, also 
known as killer whales, are the only known 
predators of great white sharks.

* The Orca was a 29-foot trawler that had to car-
ry the weight of around 20 cast and crew mem-
bers at any given time. For key shots, the boat 
had to rock as if being struck by a massive shark 
from below. To do this, there was a speedboat 
with a rope attached to it that ran underneath 
the Orca's hull and hooked to the other side. It 
would be gunned at full speed, causing the boat 
to rock violently and knocking everyone off their 
feet, which was the desired effect. After doing 
that several times, a hole broke open in the Orca's 
hull. With safety boats rushing in and Spielberg 
hollering, "Getthe actors off the boat!" the Orca 
sunk in approximately three and a half minutes.
* The head of the sound department, now up to 
his knees in water, hollered, "Screw the actors, 
save the sound department!" as he held his mic-
rophone above the rising water. The film camera 
was underwater, so the film was thought to be 
ruined. However, somebody pointed out that 
film is developed in a saline solution so maybe 
the salt water wasn't damaging after all. The film 
was rushed to a New York film lab, where tech-
nicians managed to save all of it.
* When composer John Williams first played the 
film score for Steven Spielberg, he laughed and 
said, "That's funny, John, really; but what did you 
really have in mind for the theme of Jaws?" The 
slow menacing theme for the approach of the 
shark is now one the most recognizable bits of 
movie music.
* Peter Benchley wrote the novel "Jaws" that the 
film is based on. He has a cameo in the movie, 
playing a reporter on the beach.
* Over 67 million people in the U.S. saw this film 
when it was first released in the summer of 1975, 
which amounts to about one-third of the popu-
lation of the U.S.  at the time.

The movie became the highest-grossing 
film of all time up to that point and was 
only knocked out of that top slot with the 
1977 release of the first "Star Wars" movie.
* Both the novel and the film misrepres-
ented sharks as being blood-thirsty man-
eaters when in reality they shy from hu-
man contact. Following the release of the 
movie, shark hunting surged, decimating 
shark populations. Both Peter Benchley 
and Steven Spielberg regretted this. 
* After filming was over, Steven Spielberg 
said, "My next picture will be on dry land. 
There won't even be a bathroom scene." 
His next movie was "Close Encounters of 
The Third Kind" which actually had seve-
ral bathroom scenes.
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The word "brand" comes from the old Anglo-

Saxon word which meant "burn." An article 

that had just been pulled out of the forge was

said to be "brand-new.".
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Test 
Your

Knowledge

1. AD SLOGANS: Which retail chain urges customers to "Expect More. 

    Pay Less"?

2. MATH: What is an obelus?

3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president was the last to own slaves?

4. LITERATURE: Author Ian Fleming's Jamaican estate has the same

   name as which James Bond movie?

5. TELEVISION: How many seasons of "Wheel of Fortune" did Pat 

   Sajak host?

6. SCIENCE: What are cordyceps?

7. MOVIES: Which actor/comedian/filmmaker made his film debut in 

   the movie "Donnie Darko"?

8. ACRONYMS: What does the acronym BBC stand for?

9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the only bird that can fly backward?

10. FOOD & DRINK: What is a mirepoix?
ANSWERS ON PAGE 8
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SPORTS QUIZ Answers on Back Cover 

FLASHBACK TRIVIA Answers on Page 11 

1. What relief pitcher, known for his blazing fastball, thick glasses and intimi-
  dating wildness, was a member of the New York Yankees' 1958 World Series
  championship team?
2. Ron Howard directed what 20123 biographical film that depicted the 1976
  Formula 1 season rivalry between drivers Niki Lauda and James Hunt?
3. Business Y. Charles "Chet" Soda was a founding partner and the first gen-
  eral manager of what original American Football League franchise?
4. In the 1990s and 2000s, what baked goods did Oswego State Lakers hockey
  fans traditionally throw on the ice after the team scored against the rival
  the SUNY Plattsburgh Cardinals?
5. Marathon runner Rebecca Cheptegei, who died from injuries sustained in a 
  violent attack in September 2024, weeks earlier competed for what country
  in the Paris Summer Olympics?
6. Between brothers Charles and Ed O'Bannon, who scored more points for the 
  UCLA Bruins in their 89-78 win over Arkansas in the 1995 NCAA Men's 
  Basketball Tournament championship game?
7. What member of the Super Bowl XX champion Chicago Bears was ejected 
  from a 2001 Chicago Cubs game after he criticized the home plate umpire 
  over the Wrigley Field public address system? **GO FIGURE AND CRYPTOQUIP

ANSWERS IN JUNE 29TH ISSUE

Page 7



Pick up your FREE 
copy of Tidbits at 
these great busi-
nesses as well as 

many more!

For a complete list of places toget a FREE copy 
of Tidbitsvisit our website:

www.nwcotidbits.com

LUBE

PLUS



ARIES    

     SAGITTARIUS

          BORN THIS WEEK:  

TAURUS      

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

     VIRGO 

      LIBRA

     CAPRICORN        

     AQUARIUS

     SCORPIO

     PISCES

Page 8

      (March 21 to April 19) Family and friends
            rally around you as you confront an
            unexpected challenge. Some plans 
            will have to be changed until all the
            fuss and fluster settle down.
        (April 20 to May 20) Your creative gifts
            find new outlets for expression this
            week. Someone (a Libra, perhaps) has
            ideas that you might find surprisingly
            appealing. Pay attention!
        (May 21 to June 20) You'll soon be able 
            to restart your delayed travel plans. 
            In addition, a financial matter you 
            thought was closed could suddenly 
            reopen. Be prepared to take swift, 
            decisive action.
        (June 21 to July 22) A romantic relation-
            ship takes an unexpected turn. You 
            might be confused about how to re-
            act. It's best not to be rushed into a
            decision that you're not ready to 
            make.
    (July 23 to August 22) Don't let your pride
            stand in the way of resolving an 
            emotionally painful situation. This is a
            good time to deal with it and let the
            healing finally begin.
        (August 23 to September 22) A work-
            place problem that you've been hand-
            ling so well suddenly spins out of
            control. Don't panic. You can rely on
            your good sense to help you restore
            order. 

        (September 23 to October 22) Wearing
            rose-colored glasses won't solve a 
            thorny personal situation. You need
            to take a hard look at what's happ-
            ening, then act according to the 
            facts.
             (October 23 to November 21) Weigh
            all your options carefully before mak-
            ing any decisions you've been putt-
            ing off. Then go ahead and plan a 
            weekend of family fun!
                     (November 22 to December 21)
            While personal and financial situations
            continue to improve, some setbacks
            might occur. But they're only tempor-
            ary, so hang in there.
                  (December 22 to January 19) Fam-
            ily matters dominate the week. Health
            problems raise concern but soon prove
            to be less serious than you had fear-
            ed. Things start easing up by the 
            weekend.
                (January 20 to February 18) Most
            situations are calmer now, both at 
            home and on the job. But there's still
            a chance that a co-worker will set off
            another round of unpleasantness.
          (February 19 to March 20) There's no 
            need to fish for compliments from an
            admirer who can't say enough nice 
            things about you. Meanwhile, the hol-
            iday weekend bodes well for family 
            gatherings.
                 You love to compete, both on a 
personal and sporting level, and you hate to 
settle for anything less than excellence.              

Kris Kristofferson                                   6/22/1936
June Carter Cash                                     6/23/1929
Jeff Beck                                                  6/24/1944
June Lockhart                                         6/25/1925
Michael Vick                                            6/26/1980
Helen Keller                                             6/27/1880
John Cusak                                             6/28/1956

June 15th, 2025 

ANSWER IN JUNE 29TH ISSUE

ANSWERS

1. AD SLOGANS - Target.
2. MATH - The division sign.
3. U.S. PRESIDENTS - Ulysses Grant.
4. LITERATURE - "Golden Eye".
5. TELEVISION - 41.
6. SCIENCE - A type of fungus or mushroom.
7. MOVIES - Seth Rogan.
8. ACRONYMS - British Broadcasting Corp.
9. ANIMAL KINGDOM - Hummingbird.
10. FOOD & DRINK - A recipe base of onion, 
                                    celery and carrots.
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* On June 23, 1868, Christopher Latham 
Sholes patented the first QWERTY type-
writer, the first version of which he con-
structed using an old table, a circular 
piece of glass, a telegraph key and piano 
wire.
* On June 24, 2021, 98 people died when 
a 12-story , beachfront condominium col-
lapsed in Surfside, Florida, near Miami. 
Engineers believed the cause of the disas-
ter was a structural column or concrete 
slab giving way, and workers eventually
cleared more than 18 million pounds of 
rubble from the site.
*On June 25, 1947, Anne Frank's diary 
account of her life in hiding during the 
Holocaust was first published, under the
title "Het Achterhuis: Dagboekbrieven 14
Juni 1942 - Augustus 1944." After read-
ing it her father confessed that the book 
revealed a side of his daughter he had ne-
ver known, saying that he "had no idea of
the depth of her thoughts and feelings."
* On June 26, 1974, a pack of Wrigley's 
Juicy Fruit chewing gum became the first
grocery item scanned with a Universal 
Product Code, or UPC, at a supermarket
in Troy, Ohio.
* On June 27, 1922, the American Library
Association (ALA) awarded the first New-
bery Medal, honoring the year's best child-
ren's book to "The Story of Mankind" by 
Hendrik Willem van Loon.
* On June 28, 1904, Helen Keller, who'd 
been left deaf and blind since an illness at
just 19 months old, graduated cum laude 
from Radcliffe College in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. She was the first deaf-blind
person to earn a bachelor's degree. Later, 
she would also become the first woman to 
be awarded an honorary degree from Har-
vard University.
* On June 29, 2003, Katharine Hepburn, a
four-time Academy Award winner for Best
Actress and one of Hollywood's great screen
legends, died of natural causes at the age of
96, at her home in Old Saybrook, Connect-
icut. In 1999, the American Film Institute
had named her the greatest female actress
in the history of American cinema, and af-
ter her death, the lights on Broadway were
dimmed for an hour to mark her passing.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Q: What did the horses say to 
    each other before they went
    to sleep?

A: I guess it's time to hit the 
    hay!

ANSWER IN JUNE 29TH ISSUE
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© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc

By Lucie Winborne

* The longest road in the United Arab Emirates is 
the Sheikh Zayed Road. It stretches more than 300 
miles, from Abu Dhabi through Dubai, and is home 
to Burj Khalifa, the tallest building in the world.
* Americans spend more than a year of their lives
flipping channels.
* Jazz musician Louis Armstrong wore a Star of 
David necklace even though he wasn't Jewish. 
Armstrong grew up in severe poverty but found a 
loving second home with the Jewish Kamofsky fam-
ily, who employed him in the family business. In 
their honor, he decided to wear a Star of David for
the rest of his life. 

* From 1869 until her death in 1906, Susan B.
Anthony petitioned Congress annually for a wom-
en's suffrage amendment.
* Students, take note: Studies have found that 
comfortable clothing can have a strong effect on
academic performance, with a correlation be-
tween formal/uncomfortable clothing worn dur-
ing exams and lower than expected grades.
* The wood frog can hold its urine for up to eight
months.
* Piet Mondrian's abstract masterpiece "New 
York city I" hung upside down in a museum for 77
years before experts finally noticed the error. 
However, they opted to keep it in that position for
fear of damaging the piece.
* The TV series "30 Rock" was known for its fast-
paced writing. In 2014, one reporter calculated 
that there was an average of 7.44 jokes per min-
ute.
* In 1998, a Georgia student was suspended for
wearing a Pepsi shirt to "Coke in Education Day."
* Tobacco use kills more people than the total 
number killed by AIDS, alcohol, motor vehicles,
homicide, illegal drugs and suicide combined.
Thought for the Day: "Gratitude can transform 
common days into thanksgivings, turn routine 
jobs into joy and change ordinary opportunities
into blessings. ~ William Arthur Ward

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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For a complete list of places toget a FREE copy 
of Tidbitsvisit our website:

www.nwcotidbits.com

Pick up your FREE 
copy of Tidbits at 
these great busi-
nesses as well as 

many more!

Holidays & Observances This Week
6/22       Mirth Day

6/23       Let It Go Day

6/24       Celebration of the Senses Day

6/25        Take Your Dog to Work Day

6/26        National Descendants Day

6/27        Decide to be Married Day

6/28        National Columnists' Day

* * *

* * *

* * *

American Aesthetic
Identify the designer of an antique and it will usually sell for 
more. Sometimes an attribution is enough. This Aesthetic 
Movement tablewith ebonized finish, 
incised gilt decoration and flower 
panels sold for an impressive $6,144 
at Neal Auction. While you can't dis-
miss its visual appeal - after all, it 
was made during the Aesthetic 
Movement of the late 19th century, 
the time of "art for art's sake" - its 
attribution to New York firm Kimbel 
& Cabus was probably a factor in its 
selling. The Kimbel & Cabus firm was 
active from 1862 to 1882 and famous 
for exhibiting their furniture at the Centennial Exhibition in 
Philadelphia in 1876. The ebonized table is typical of their de-
signs, with its dark finish, elaborate gilt and incising, sturdy 
square shape and nature-inspired decoration. Very little infor-
mation about the firm survives. They marked their furniture 
with paper labels that have worn away over time, so the only 
way to identify their furniture is to match it to the pictures in 
their one surviving trade catalog. That is why this table is attri-
buted to them, not confirmed. Because they are so difficult to 
identify, Kimbel & Cabus furniture pieces are extremely rare 
and therefore valuable.

 Q: I need help identifying an antique witch ball passed 
through generations of my family. I don't know anything 
about it.

 Witch balls are hollow balls of blown glass that are suspend-A:
ed in the air or placed on a pedestal, usually as garden decor-
ations. They became popular decorations in the mid-1800s. 

The maker of this
decorated table is

believed to be 
Kimbel & Cabus,

an important 
furniture company

in the American
Aesthetic Movement

There is plenty of folklore surrounding the name "witch ball." 
Some say it is because witches can use them as divination tools;
others say they offer protection from witches' spells and evil 
spirits. Yet another story claims that they were originally called
"watch balls" because you could see their surroundings reflect-
ed in the glass. They are also called gazing balls. They are made
in many different colors and patterns; glassblowers  may have
made them as whimsies, which were pieces made in their spare
time to practice techniques, use up glass remnants or give as 
gifts. Like many 19th-century glass forms, they experienced a 
revival in the 1920s and '30s. Antique witch balls sell for about
$100 to $350. The value is higher if you can identify a maker and 
narrow down the year it was made.

Watch out for fake Bakelite jewelry being made in TaiwanTIP: 
and other Asian areas. The new plastic is heavier than old 
Bakelite, and if held under water, it smells very different from
old Bakelite. Metal pins or decorations are riveted to old Bake-
lite but glued to new fakes.

                                       CURRENT PRICES
 applique, Sunbonnet Sue, multicolor figures, embroider-Quilt,

ed animals, hand stitched, crib, 47 x 57 inches, $50.
, gas pump globe, Texaco, flat top, eight-sided, alternatingAuto

flat and ridged faces, green stars on flat faces, milk glass, 9 1/2
x 8 inches, $660.

tug of war, two platforms on wheels, each with three child-Toy, 
ren, bobs back and forth, windup, Einfalt, Germany, 9 inches,
$1,920.

For more collecting news, tips and resources, visit:
                                  www.Kovels.com

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

The No. 1 Spot to 

Find That Special

Something For Everyone!

And Now Check Out

Our Furniture Location 

Just Across From The

Main Store!!

ANSWERS

1. Bob Seger and the Silver Bullet Band in

   1978. Because it was his mother's fav-

   orite song. Seger always includes it in 

   live concerts in memory of her.

2. The Village People. The group's 

   "Y.M.C.A." designated a "culturally, 

   historically or aesthetically significant" 

   song and was added to the National Re-

   cording Registry in 2020. It

   was inducted into the Grammy Hall of 

   Fame that same year.

3. "Snoopy vs. the Red Baron" in 1966 

   and "Snoopy's Christmas" in 1967. Von 

   Richthofen, aka the Red Baron, was a 

   German Air Force flying ace during 

   World War I.

4. The Temptations, in 1968.

5. "Hopelessly Devoted to You," by Olivia

   Newton-John, in 1978, in the film 

   "Grease." The song received an Oscar 

   nomination for Best Original Song and 

   topped charts in numerous countries 

   around the globe.

   © 2025 King Features Syndicate
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Ethan O'Mailia
Ethan.OMailia@cofibc.com

415 W. Victory Way
Craig, CO 81625

970-824-8143
Cell 970-629-0886

calling all flea market lovers!
Whether You're A Buyer or Seller, You Need 
to Mark Your Calendar For The First Annual 

Northwest Storage Flea Market and Kid's Carnival!

July 11th, 12th & 13th, 2025
9 a.m to ? Each Day!

Booth Vendors as well as the overstuffed 
private citizens welcome!

Kid's Carnival with activities for the 
kiddos to participate in and win prizes!
        All activity entry fees will be donated 
        to local charities!
Also featuring local Food Trucks provid-
ing refreshments so you can keep your 
energy up to shop, shop, shop til you drop!

ø

ø

ø

Booth rental fee: $75/for all 3 days

For More Information please call 970-620-6329

ANSWERS

ANSWER iN JUNE 29th ISSUE

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc

June 15th, 2025  

PUZZLE ANSWERS

1. Ryne Duren.             2. "Rush."
3. The Oakland Raiders     4.Bagels
5. Uganda                  6. Ed, with 30 points (Charles
7. Steve McMichael           scored 11).
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