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TALK SHOW HOSTS
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CRAIG'S HOMETOWN
HUB FOR ALL YOUR

STORAGE NEEDS!

FIRST MONTH FREE!

970-824-6464
craigstorage.com

CRAIG

 Craig Self Storage            Durose Storage

 Hurricane Storage          Northwest Storage

Clay Street Storage        Mack Lane Storage    

                            Bulldog Storage       

                Northwest Mobile Storage        

Serving The Entire
Yampa Valley Area!

Repeat After Me:

Complete
Sales

&
Service

Serving
N.W. 

Colorado
for over 
75 years!

970-824-6343
530 Yampa Ave.

Craig, CO 

I Deserve New Jewelry

Like 
Us 
On

October 12th, 2025

TALK SHOW HOSTS
Get your FREE copy of Tidbits at 

these great businesses!

Visit www.nwcotidbits.com to see a complete list 
of locations where Tidbits is available1
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    (More to read from Page 2)
TALK SHOW HOSTS

Fall is a great time to dive into those deep, dark
hiding places in your home to de-clutter, donate,
recycle, or re-purpose. Cupboards, toy boxes, the
attic, the basement, and the garden shed are all
good places to start!

October 12th, 2025

1. One Battle After Another - (R) Leonardo 
   DiCaprio, Sean Penn
2. Gabby’s Dollhouse: The Movie - (G) Laila 
    Lockhart Kraner, Kristen  Wiig
3. Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no Yaiba - The 
    Movie - Infinity Castle (R) Zach Aguilar, 
    Ryan Bartley
4. The Conjuring: Last Rites - (R) Patrick 
    Wilson, Vera Farmiga
5. The Strangers: Chapter 2 - (R) Madelaine 
    Petsch, Gabriel Basso 
6. Him - (R) Marlon Wayans, Tyriq Withers
7. The Long Walk - (R) Cooper Hoffman, 
    David Jonsson 
8. Downton Abbey: The Grand  Finale - (PG) 
    Michelle Dockery, Joanne Froggatt
9. Spider-Man - (PG-13) Tobey Maguire, 
    Kirsten  Dunst
10. A Big Bold Beautiful Journey - (R) Colin 
     Farrell, Margot Robbie
          © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Get your FREE copy of Tidbits at 
these great businesses!

Visit www.nwcotidbits.com to see a complete list 
of locations where Tidbits is available2



       The Place 
         For Great 
  American  Food!

Open Daily For 
Breakfast & Lunch

5 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Dine In Or...Carry Out 
for Your Convenience !

970.824.1764
337 W Victory Way

Craig, CO 
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SPORTS                    STORIES

Baseball hero Jackie Robinson passed away on 
October 24, 1972 at the young age of 53. This 
week, Tidbits honors this civil rights legend
with the facts on his remarkable life.
* Jack Roosevelt Robinson, the grandson of a 
slave, was named after President Theodore 
Roosevelt, who had passed away 25 days before
Jackie's birth in 1919. His single mother moved
with her ve children from Georgia to Pasadena,
California, where Jackie grew up in poverty.
* Following his graduation from Pasadena Jun-
ior College, Robinson enrolled at UCLA in 1939.
While we think of Robinson as a baseball super-
star, he became UCLA's rst athlete to win var-
sity letters in four sports - baseball, basketball,
football, and track. He went 4-for-4 with four 
stolen bases in his very rst UCLA baseball
game Robinson was the football team's leading
rusher in 1940, and still holds UCLA's record
for highest rushing yards per carry in a season.
On the basketball court, he led the conference in 
scoring for two years. In track, Robinson was 
the NCAA broad jump champion and qualied 
for the 1940 Olympics, which unfortunately 
were canceled due to World War II.
* In 1941, Robinson dropped out of UCLA in or-
der to provide nancial assistance for his moth-
er. He began playing semi-pro football in Hawaii
while also working in construction. His last 
game with the Honolulu Bears was two days be-
fore the attack on Pearl Harbor. He served in the 
U.S. Army from 1942 to 1944, during which time 
he was arrested and court-martialed for refus-
ing to sit in the back of a military bus.  

He was acquitted and received an honorable dis-
charge, but the incident set him on the path for com-
mitnt to civil rights.  
* The Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro Leagues
signed Robinson to play pro ball in 1945. The fol-
lowing year, the Brooklyn Dodgers signed him to 
play on their minor league team, the Montreal Roy-
als. On April 15, 1947, Robinson debuted with the
Brooklyn Dodgers, the rst black player in the mo-
ern MLB.
* The 1947 season brought 175 hits, 29 stolen bases,
and a .297 batting average, earning Robinson the in-
augural Rookie of the Year award. In 1949, his aver-
age was .342 with 203 hits, 124 RBI's, and 37 stolen
bases, and the National Leagues's MVP award. The
Dodgers were league champions six times during 
Robinson's tenure from 1947 to 1956, with a World
Series win in 1955.
* In the midst of the accolades were the hostile re-
marks and racial discrimination, including not be-
ing allowed to stay in hotels and eat in restaurants
with his team, and being banned from using gas 
station restrooms. Even his own team members pro-
tested, while opposing teams deliberately hit him 
with pitches and spiked him with their cleats, while
spectators threw bottles at him.
* Jackie Robinson's breaking the color barrier led to
150 black ballplayers entering the majors in the 
rst ve years after his debut. From 1949 through
1962, 11 of the 14 National League MVP's were 
black.
* Robinson retired with a lifetime batting average of
.311 over 1,382 games. He was inducted into MLB's
Hall of Fame in 1962, the Hall's rst black player.
Robinson became the rst black television sports 
analyst as a commentator for ABC.
* Major League Baseball retired Robinson's Num-
ber 42 in 1997 on the 50th anniversary of his Dod-
gers debut, the rst number to be retired from all
MLB teams. In 2009, MLB decreed that all players,
coaches, and umpires would wear number 42 every
April 15.

Answer in October 26th Issue

Wishing Everyone A

Safe & Happy

Halloween!



Towing and Recovery

After Hours Telephone
970-824-7669

970-620-1902


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

Light, Medium 

& Heavy Duty

       Towing

Lockouts

Road Side Assistance

  & Transportation

CALL US

FOR:
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APOPHIIS: THE ASTEROID
Capistrano Swallows

UPD

 

AAO TL

Your One Stop Beverage Shop
In NW Colorado!

1800 W Victory Way, Craig, CO
970-824-5168

A man heard a talk show was looking for
poople with unusual talents. When he 
showed up to audition for the segment,
the host asked him what talent he was 
going to perform. The man explained, "I
imitate birds." The talk show host laugh-
ed, waving him away saying, "Thousands
of people can imitate birds. We want 
something nobody has 
ever seen before."
The man shrugged, flapped
his arms, and flew away.

October 12th, 2025



     SAGITTARIUS

      LIBRA  

     CAPRICORN        

     AQUARIUS

     SCORPIO

     PISCES

Evander Holyfield                  10/19/62

John Krasinski                        10/20/79

Benjamin Netanyahu            10/21/49

Je� Goldblum                          10/22/52

Ryan Reynolds                        10/23/76

Kevin Kline                               1024/47

Katy Perry                               10/25/84

ARIES    

TAURUS      

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

     VIRGO 

I Buy Gold & Silver!
Coins    Bullion    Silver

Silverware Sets      Jewelry      Gold Teeth     
When you're ready to turn your gold and/or silver 

into hard cold cash, call me!

Tom 970-629-5149

$ $

$ $

BORN THIS WEEK:

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

       (March 21 to April 19) A bid for you to swoop in
               and take over an incomplete project could 
               prove to be an excellent learning experience
               that you can take with you when a new opp-
               ortunity opens up.
           (April 20 to May 20) It's a good time for soc-
                ializing, both with family and friends. Your
                aspects also favor developing new relation-
                ships, any or all of which might become esp-
                ecially meaningful.
          (May 21 to June 20) Your success in handling 
                 a recent difficult situation prompts a requ-
                 est to handle another workplace problem.
                 But this is one you should accept only if 
                 you get all of the relevant facts.
            (June 21 to July 22) New information about a
                 past decision raises some unsettling quest-
                 ions from an old friend. Be prepared to ex-
                 plain your actions fully and, if necessary,
                 make adjustments.
    (July 23 to August 22) This is not a good time to 
                  share personal secrets, even with someone
                  you've known for a long while. What you 
                  don't reveal now won't come back to haunt
                  you later.
           (August 23 to September 22) Pushing your-
                  self to meet a project deadline is admirable.
                  But be careful not to leave out important 
                  details in your rush to complete your work
                  and send it off.

             (September 23 to October 22) Watch that you 
                don't take on more than you can handle when off-
                ering to help someone with a personal problem. 
                There might be hidden factors you weren't told 
                 about. 
                       (October 23 to November 21) A major move 
                 you've been considering could come sooner than
                 you expected. Make sure that you'll be ready
                 with the facts you need when decision time arr-
                 ives.
                                      (November 22 to December 21) 
                 Languishing relationships can benefit from a 
                 break i routine. Get out of the rut, and do some-
                  thing new and maybe a little unpredictable this 
                  weekend.
                               (December 22 to January 19) Although
                   you don't think of yourself as roe model, your
                   ability to make a tough decision at this time sets
                   an example for others, who admire your courage.
                            (January 20 to February 18) You need to 
                   move any remaining obstacles out of your way
                   before you can take on a new challenge. Seek 
                   out advice from close, trusted friends and asso-
                   ciates.
                  (February 19 to March 20) A career change 
                   appears increasingly likely to happen during the
                   next several weeks. It's a good idea to start now
                   to prepare so that you can be ready to make the
                   move when the time comes.
                                    You have a strong sense of obligation
to justice, which inspires others to follow your example and 
do the right thing.

Get your FREE copy of Tidbits at 
these great businesses!

Visit www.nwcotidbits.com to see a complete list 
of locations where Tidbits is available3
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All available at our Great New
Location:

1695 W Victory Way, Craig, CO

Also featuring:

A small gourmet grocery and gift
shop with inspirational journals

& study bibles, botanical skincare
and a women's clothing boutique ~

with everything in one shop! 

~  A Full Line of GourmetGroceries!
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* On Oct. 20, 1967, the mythical Bigfoot was be-
lieved to have been filmed  in northern California, 
firing the imaginations of numerous enthusiasts. 
However, when a prominent researcher sent the 
FBI a supposed hair sample, agents concluded 
that it was, sadly, of  “deer family origin.”
* On Oct. 21, 1797, the USS Constitution laun-
ched in Boston Harbor. A  44-gun U.S. Navy fri-
gate, it was constructed to fight Barbary pirates 
off the coast of Tripoli, and performed admirably 
during those conflicts. In 1805,  a peace treaty 
with Tripoli was signed  on the Constitution’s 
deck.
* On Oct. 22, 1895, a train with a faulty brake 
tore through the Gare Montparnasse in Paris and 
out the  front before landing nose down in the  
street. Onlookers purchased train tickets just to 
see the damage.
* On Oct. 23, 1958, Boris Pasternak was award-
ed the Nobel Prize for Literature for “Doctor 
Zhivago,” a romance set during the Russian Rev-
olution and  World War I. The book was banned 
in  the Soviet Union, and the Soviet government 
forced Pasternak to renounce  the honor, but his 
admirers smuggled  the manuscript out of Russia 
in pieces and the CIA helped with distribution be-
hind the scenes. Appearing  in numerous transla-
tions around the  world, it was hailed as a classic, 
but  Pasternak was banished from the Soviet Wri-
ters Union, ending his literary  career.
* On Oct. 24, 1921, in the French  town of Cha-
lons-sur-Marne, an American sergeant chose the 
body of the  first “Unknown Soldier” to be hon-
ored among the approximately 77,000 American 
servicemen who died on the  Western Front during 
World War I.

* On Oct. 25, 1964, Minnesota  Vikings star 
defensive end Jim Marshall ran 66 yards in the 
wrong direction into his own end zone after re-
covering a fumble against the 49ers in  San 
Francisco. Despite the gaffe, the  Vikings won.
* On Oct. 26, 1984, 19-year-old John McCol-
lum was found shot to death on  his bed in In-
dio, California. The boy’s parents believed that 
singer Ozzy Osbourne was responsible, be-
cause  John was listening to Osbourne’s  alb-
um “Blizzard of Oz,” which contained the 
song “Suicide Solution,” when he died, but the 
suit was dismissed in 1988.
            © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Olive

Oyl

Visit www.nwcotidbits.com to see a complete list 
of locations where Tidbits is available

Get your FREE copy of Tidbits at 
these great businesses!
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Hungry?
Get your munch on 
at the Concession 
StandBoth Days!!

Friday Night

Elks Lodge Bingo 

Doors Open 4:30 

pm Games Start 

6:30 pm

Sunday Afternoon 

American Legion 

Bingo Doors Open 

11:30 am Games 

Start 1:00 pm 

Are You Ready for Some Fun?!
Then Grab Your Dauber

& 
Git ‘Er Done!!

44 W Victory Way
(on the corner of Victory 
Way & Breeze St.) Craig, 

CO

Answer in the October 26th  Issue

Answer in the October 26th  Issue

 NUGGET OF
KNOWLEDGE

Talk show hosts have been invited to emcee the 
Academy Awards numerous times. 
                  Johnny Carson hosted the Oscars 
                  five times, 
                
                  Jimmy Kimmel four times, 

                 
                  Ellen DeGeneres twice, 
                 
                 
                  and David Letterman once in 1995.

 



Antiquing & 

Thrifting is the 

ORIGINAL 

RECYCLING!

468 Ranney St

    Craig, CO

 Li& k ed  Uni sF
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By Lucie Winborne
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More than just a smoke shop!

WE HAVE MOVED!! COME VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION AT 

239 E. VICTORY WAY
WHERE WE WILL STILL OFFER A WIDE  SELECTION OF SMOKING 

ACCESSORIES & OTHER CURIOUSITIES PLUS SO MUCH MORE!

970-439-0785

* The atomic clock known as the  Nist-F1 Cesium
Fountain Clock, created by the National Institute
of Standards and Technology in Colorado, is so 
accurate that it won't gain or lose a second in 20
million years.
* Compared to the production of standard paper,
recycled paper production reduces air pollution 
to up to 73%.
* The Towel Museum in Japan showcases a vast
   collection of towels from different countries, 
   each with its unique designs and cultural sig-
   nicance.                                                                                                                                  
   * Lobsters pee out of their face.
   * A crow funeral is much like a human funeral -
   the birds gather around a fallen fellow crow,
   call to each other and pay close attention to 
   their late peer.
   * The tradition of a wedding cake topper origi-
   nated in ancient Rome, where gurines depict-
   ing the bride and groom were used for good
   luck.
   * Female turkeys don't gobble.
   * Matthias Buchinger, known as the Little Man
   of Nuremberg, was born without hands or feet
   and was only  29 inches tall, but still managed
   to perform numerous magic feats and illusions
   including the famous cups-and-balls routine.
   * The rst knitting union, founded in Paris in 
   1527, allowed only men as members. 
   * Will Shortz,  a crossword editor for The New
   York Times, designed a degree program at Ind-
   iana University in enigmatology, or the study 
   and science of puzzles.
   * Ancient Romans gargled with urine to
   whiten their teeth.
   * Since the prosthetics Heath Ledger wore on 
   his mouth during the lming of "The Joker"
   would loosen as he spoke, he kept them on by
   frequently licking his lips, a trait that suited 
   his character and was therefore incorporated 
   into the lm.

 
   Thought for the Day: "The battles that count
   aren't the ones for gold medals. The struggles
   within yourself - the invisible battles inside all
   of us -  that's where it's at."   ~ Jesse Owens 

***

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

"I am one of the lucky People in the
world: I found something I always
      wanted to do, and I have enjoyed
        every single minute of it."
                            ~ Johnny Carson

October 12th, 2025



The No. 1 Spot to 

Find That Special

Something For Everyone!

And Now Check Out

Our Furniture Location 

Just Across From The

Main Store!!
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You don’t have to be a Halloween collector to know the 
symbols associated with the holiday. And there are a lot of 
them. Pumpkins are always a  favorite, especially carved 
into jacko’-lanterns, but anything spooky — witches, spi-
ders, skeletons, monsters, ghosts — fits in. Anything rel-
ated to  nighttime, like bats and owls, or even moons and 
stars, is on theme, too. And  if you’re still at a loss for id-
eas, anything orange and black will do. All this variety is 
just one reason why vintage Halloween decorations are so 
collectible! Look at this 
plastic Halloween decora-
tion, which sold for $540 
at Milestone Auctions. You 
have a witch on her broom-
stick, which can move on a 
spring for added fun. Not 
only is she flying by a crescent moon, it looks like the man 
in the moon is there, too. And the moon rests on the arch-
ed back of a black cat. Well, it's a mostly black cat; it app-
ears to be wearing an orange mask. It's definitely the kind 
of sight you would see on Halloween night.
 
Q: I have what I believe to be my great-grandmother's
reading glasses. The lenses are small and oval with wire
rims and they fold out from a dark metal stick with 
raised swirls and a purple gemstone. I was wondering
if you could tell me what they would be worth and 
where I should take them.
A: Your great-grandmother's glasses sound like a lorg-
nette, which is a small pair of glasses with a single han-'
dle. They were popular in the late 19th century. Today, 
they often sell as jewelry. Gray metal (possibly pewter?)
swirls and purple stones are all characteristic of art nou-
veau jewelry, which was at its most popular from the 
late 1800s to early 1900s; about the same time as lorg-
nettes. 

Who else 
is over the 
moon for  

Halloween? 
Have a safe 
and happy 

holiday!

Halloween Decorations
Art nouveau lorgnettes usually sell for at least 
$100. Remember that, like most jewelry, the value will 
depend on its material. Look for any maker's marks or 
quality marks; in addition to providing more information,
they often raise the value. You may want to consult a loc-
al antique shop or jewelry dealer to find out more. Look
for one that sells similar pieces; for example, a dealer 
who specializes in gold jewelry with diamonds may not
be interested in or as knowledgeable about a piece like 
yours. There are also dealers and collectors who special-
ize in antique glasses.

TIP: Old papier-mache jack-o’-lanterns originally had a thin 
piece of paper in the eyes. The light from the candle showed 
through the paper. You can make a replacement with trac-
ing paper and watercolor paint.

                             CURRENT PRICES
Copper, cauldron, fireplace, bail handle, slightly tapered 
sides, turned-out rim, 7 1/2 x 12 inches, $70.
Rookwood, pitcher, standard glaze, leaves, olives, ruffled 
rim, squat body, Jeanette Swing, 1889, 4 1/2 inches, $200.
Toy, carousel, six horses, riders, painted, tin, red and white 
flag finial, windup, early 20th century, 20 x 9 inches, $810.
Porcelain-Chinese, box, lid, round, Famille Rose, outdoor 
scene, children playing in landscape, goats, red and blue 
trim, 20th century, 4 1/2 inches, $1,890. 

For more collecting news, tips and resources, visit:
                        www.Kovels.com
               © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Get your FREE copy of Tidbits at 
these great businesses!

5 Visit www.nwcotidbits.com to see a complete list 
of locations where Tidbits is available
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ELDT 
Certication
FMCSA 
Certication
Courses for 
Classes A, B, &
C Commercial
Licenses
3rd Party Final
Driving Test

1st Time Student
Driver
Reinstatements
30 Hr. Online or
Classroom Courses
6 Hr. Driving Course
with Instructor
Colorado State
Permit Testing &
Final Driving
Tests

CDL 
TRAINING
SERVICES 
OFFERED:

DRIVER
CERTIFICATION

SERVICES 
OFFERED FOR:

.Jay Leno featured a regular segment called "Jay Walking," during which he approached people of all ages on the streets of Hollywood, asking basic questions about 
politics, celebrities, literature, geography, and civics, exposing how little Americans know about the workings of the country.
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* “To speed the healing of bruises, try  eating 
pineapple. Drink lots of water,  too. I play con-
tact sports, and this has  always helped me.” 
— R.E. in Missouri
* Need new tires? Don’t overlook big-box stores 
with automotive departments. Sometimes the 
best deals aren’t  at the tire places!

* Are you dreaming of a beach vacation right 
about now? Maybe you’re  looking to make an 
early booking. Here’s a travel tip: Skip the ocean 
 views from your hotel room. The  rooms facing 
the ocean have a 20-25%  higher rate. There’s 
usually a nice common area where you can ad-
mire the  view, anyway.

* “If you’re thinking of getting a new  TV, don’t 
forget about safety. Be sure  to use a wall strap, 
or just go ahead and  mount it to the wall!” 
— E.S. in Virginia 
* Ease stress when dropping off a child at day 
care by creating a special,  just-for-the-two-of-
you ritual. Maybe  a secret handshake or a kiss 
for your  cheek and one in the hand to “save for 
 later.” Reinforce with your attitude that  it’s a 
good and fun thing to go to school. 
* Here’s a great school tip from a  young rea-
der, P.J. in Florida: “Take a  photo of your 
spelling words with your  mom or dad’s cell-
phone, and you can  go over them anytime, 
anywhere!”

Send	your	tips	to:
																							Now	Here’s	a	Tip
																					628	Virginia	Drive
																					Orlando,		FL	32803.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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Test Your Knowledge

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc
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    (c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc

QUIZ
TIME

1. Who wrote and released "Band on the Run"?
2. Which group released "Winchester 
    Cathedral"?
3. Who wrote and was the first to release 
    "Rhinestone Cowboy"?
4. Which group released "Don't Leave Me This
    Way"?
5. Name the song that contains this lyric: 
    "Now I've got a guy and his name is Dooley.
    He's my guy and I love him truly." 
  
                 (Answers on Page 15)

1. MOVIES: In the United States, what is the
    title of the rst Harry Potter movie?
2. GEOGRAPHY: The Prime Meridian Line 
    runs through which major city?
3. HISTORY:  When did federal child labor
    law start in the United States?
4. ACRONYMS: What does the acronym VPN
    stand for?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president app-
    eared on the 1960s comedy show "Laugh
    In"?
6. TELEVISION: Which teen show starred 
    Mayim Bialik before she got the role as 
    Amy Fowler on "The Big Bang Theory"?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where did the 
    Minoan civilization ourish?
8. SCIENCE: What pH balance is considered 
    neutral?
9. LITERATURE: In which of Shakespeare's
    plays does the character Polonius appear?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: In which country can
      the Bonobos species of ape be found in 
      the wild?

                (Answers on Page 15)

1. What basketball star from Delta State 
    University became the first woman 
    officially drafted by an NBA team when
    the New Orleans Jazz selected her in 
    1977?
2. What bruising fullback from Arkansas
    State University won two Super Bowls
    during his NFL career with the New 
    York Giants from 1985 to 1991?
3. How many playoff games did the Atlanta
    Thrashers win during their existence in 
    the NHL from 1999 to 2011?
4. Who holds several Toronto Blue Jays 
    team records, including home runs (336),
    RBI (1,058) and walks (827)?
5. What team selected University of Ala-
    bama quarterback Bryce Young with the 
    first overall pick in the 2023 NFL Draft?
6. First held in 1985, what biennial multi-
    sport event includes nine participating
    countries that each have a population of
    less than 1 million?
7. What Baseball Hall of Fame relief pitch-
    er, known for his knuckleball, received a
    Purple Heart for wounds suffered in 
    World War II's Battle of the Bulge?

                  (Answers on Page 15)

5 Tanning Bed Stations
    Lay Down or Stand Up

One Time Visit  or Multiple Visit
Package Pricing

Large Variety of Tanning 
Products Available

Open 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
(No Appointment Necessary)

470 Washington St.
Craig, CO 

970-824-2271

A huge Welcome to 

Jauneth Madsen who 
is our new 

Account Management
Specialist! 
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Holidays & Observances This Week
10/19      World Statistics Day
10/20      National Sasquatch Awareness Day
10/21       Reptile Awareness Day
10/22      International Stuttering Awareness
10/23      TV Talk Show Host Day
10/24      United Nations Day
10/25      International Artists' Day

Snow Removal
     Custom DecksLandscaping

Kevin James

970-819-0692
advanced.Sol.llc@gmail.com

The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, 
signed by President Franklin  D. Roosevelt,
gave several benefits to veterans coming back
from war, including help to buy homes. With-
in  a few years, 2 million veterans took advan- 
tage of the program.
Now, in 2025, they’ve issued the 29 millionth
home loan. Since the Home Loan Guaranty 
program began, the VA has guaranteed $4 tri-
llion in home loans. Are you ready to buy a 
home? Your first step will be to get a Certifi-
cate of Eligibility (VA Form 26-1880). The COE
used for specific VA benefits, such as the 
home loan or education (Post-9/11 GI Bill).
It is your proof of entitlement with details
about your service and the benefits you 
qualify for. The COE confirms to a lender
that  the VA will back part of your loan. 
There are several ways to get the COE, but
the fastest might be to go online to comp-
lete the form. You'll need to log in at ID.me
or Login.gov. Once in your account, you'll 
be  able to request your COE, see if you 
already have one or check the status if
you’ve previously asked for one. See tiny
url.com/yrtr5549 to get started. 
Or  if you’re working with a lender who  
specializes in doing VA loans, they’ll  be set 
up to process your COE request. You can also 
do it by mail: Download  the form, fill it out 
and send it in with a copy of your DD-214.
Keep in mind that you still need to pass the 
lender’s scruteny  to get a home loan. (The 
VA’s part of the program  is to guarantee that 
the lender won’t  lose money if you fail to pay 
the mortgage.) The COE isn’t a preapproval or  
a promise. You’ll need to have a good  credit 
history and adequate income. Your current 
debts will be factored in. To see how your ba-
sic entitlement is  calculated, go online to 
www.va.gov/ housing-assistance/home-loans/ 
loan-limits. 
If you have eligibility questions, call  
the VA at 877-827-3702. 
        © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Using The VA Home Loan Program

SHEER ARTISTRYLuck evens out in the long run, so  if you want 
to be a winner at bridge, you have to play better 
than those you play with.
Let’s say you’re in six hearts and West leads the 
king of clubs, which you ruff. You play the queen 
of trump and nesse, but East wins with the 
king and returns the queen of spades. 
It looks as though you must lose a spade trick
and go down one, but if you put your gray cells 
to work, the way to avoid the spade loser emer-
ges. So, you win East’s spade return with dum-
my’s king, ruff a club with the ten, re-enter 
dummy with a low trump to the nine and ruff 
another club with the jack.
This runs you out of trumps in your hand, since 
you’ve ruffed clubs three times and led trumps 
twice, but that’s precisely what you’ve been try-
ing to  do.
You now cross to dummy with a diamond and
draw West’s last trump with the ace, discard-
ing a spade from your hand. Your K-Q-J-10 of
diamonds and ace of spades then win the last
ve tricks, and the slam is home as your spade
loser vanishes into thin air. 
To come to 12 tricks, you scored ve trump
tricks instead of only the four you seemed to 
have after the trump nesse failed. It might 
seem odd that to make the slam you must dis-
card your spade loser on one of dummy's 
trumps, but that's the way things usually go in
a dummy-reversal hand.

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Test Your Knowledge

ANSWERS
ANSWERS

UTV RENTALS

csoffroadrentals.com

970-270-5755

1. "Harry Po�er and the Sorcerer's Stone".
2. Greenwich, London, England.
3. 1938.
4. Virtual Private Network.
5. Richard Nixon.
6. "Blossom".
7. The Island of Crete.
8. 7
9. "Hamlet".
10. Democratic Republic of the Congo.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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ANSWERS

1. Lusia Harris
2. Maurice Carthon.
3. Zero (They were swept in their only
    playoff appearance in 2007).
4. Carlos Delgado.
5. The Carolina Panthers.
6. Games of the Small States of Europe.
7. Hoyt Wilhelm.

1. Paul McCartney, in 1974. Demo tapes 
    of the song and others were stolen from
    McCartney and his Wings band when 
    they were recording in Nigeria. They
    had to record all the music again from 
   memory.
2. The New Vaudeville Band, in 1966. It 
    was intentionally made to sound like 
    the singer was using a megaphone. It
    later won a Grammy for Best Contem-    
    porary Song.
3. Singer-songwriter Larry Weiss, in 1974.
    The most popular version was covered
    by Glen Campbell.
4. Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes, in 
    1975. Their album version clocked in at
    6 minutes 8 seconds. 
5. "Pink Shoe Laces," by Dodie Stevens,
    in 1959. In the song, the singer loves 
    her guy because of his clothes, not just
    his pink shoe laces, but a polka-dot vest
    and a hat with a purple band. 
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