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VIEWS

SOME FAVORITE

CHRISTMAS MOVIES
by Kathy Wolfe

'Tis the season to remember some of our favorite  
Christmas movies! Tidbits walks down memory lane
down memory lane this week with these facts.
* The 2004 movie "The Polar Express" was originally
intended by director Robert Zemeckis to be a live-
action film, but when he learned that costs of live- 
action would creep close to $1 billion instead of the
budgeted $160 million, he opted for motion-capture
footage that was turned into animation. Actors per-
formed in a black box theater, with the footage con-
verted to digital. The story of children riding a magi-
cal train to the North Pole on Christmas Eve was 
writted by Chris Van Allsburg, the same author who 
penned "Jumanji." Besides his main role as the train's
conductor, actor Tom Hanks played five other roles 
in the film. Lead singer of Aerosmith, Steven Tyler 
played two characters in "The Polar Express."
* Although the famous song "White Christmas" is 
featured in the 1954 movie of the same name, the 
tune sung by crooner Bing Crosby actually had its 
debut in the 1942 film "Holiday Inn," winning the 
Oscar for Best Original Song that year. There was a
new version of the song for 1954's "White Christ-
mas," the highest grossing film of the year. It still
ranks among the top 100 popular movies of all time.
                         (turn the page for more!) Q: How do Hallmark Christmas characters 

     always know they're in love?

A: They find the perfect 

     Christmas tree!
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CHRISTMAS MOVIES

* All 17 songs in the movie "White Christmas" were
written by Russian-born composer Irving Berlin,
who wrote an estimated 1,500 songs before his 
death in 1989 at age 101. Rosemary Clooney, aunt
of actor George Clooney, starred opposite Bing
Crosby.
* It was a typical morning in the  life of writer 
Philip Van Doren in 1938, wh3n he had an idea for
a story while he was shaving. His brainstorm was
the tale of a man considering suicide who is visit-
ed by his guardian angel who shows the man the
worth of his life. Van Doren worked on the story 
over the next five years, and in 1943, he mailed it
out to friends as his annual Christmas card, using
the title "The Greatest Gift." A copy of the story 
found its way to an agent at RKO Pictures, and Van
Doren was paid $10,000 for the film rights. The 
title was changed to "It's a Wonderful Life," and it
was released in 1946 with Jimmy Stewart in the 
role of George Bailey, a banker in the small town
of Bedford Falls facing a breakdown. The entire 
plot takes place on Christmas Eve with Clarence 
the angel saving Bailey in order to earn his wings.
The movie was filmed at RKO's movie ranch near
Encino California. where four acres was transfor-
med into the small town.

 Being filmed during the middle of a scorching heat
wave necessitated the invention of a new type of 
fake snow composed of soap flakes and fire extin-
guisher foam. In previous films, painted corn flakes
were used for winter scenes, but the crunching 
sound resulted in multiple scenes having to be re-
done. "It's a Wonderful Life" has become one of the
world's most beloved Christmas movies, but al-
though it was nominated for five Academy Awards,
it didn't win a single one. It was considered a failure
at the box office and recorded a loss of $525,000.
* The movie was called "National Lampoon's Christ-
mas Vacation," but there are no scenes that take 
place on Christmas Day. The movie ends with the 
celebration of Christmas Eve with the whole Gris-
wold family participating, including Mrs. Griswold's
cousin Catherine and he socially-awkward husband
Cousin Eddie, who has been out of work for seven 
years. Clark Griswold, played by Chevy Chase, longs
for the perfect Christmas, and adorns his house with
25,000 lights, which cause a temporary citywide 
power shortage when lit. During the filming, as Aunt
Bethany and Uncle Lewis arrive, there was an earth-
quake as the scene was being shot, and if you look
closely, you can see that the camera shook as they 
walked in the door. 
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CHRISTMAS MOVIES

Charles Dickens' masterpiece, "A Christmas Carol," has 
been adapted into film well over 100 times, both in an-
imated and live-action form. The first to tell the story 
of the miserable miser Ebenezer Scrooge was a British
short silent film in 1901, footage that has been preserv-
ed nearly 125 years. The 1935 Film "Scrooge" starred a 
British actor, Seymour Hicks, in the title role. In 1951, 
Scottish actor Alastair Sim took on the role of the stingy
businessman visited by three spirits. Oscar-winning 
actor George C. Scott's 1984 portrayal of Scrooge is one
of the favorite representations of the story. Kelsey Gra-
mmer and Patrick Stewart have also tackled the famous
role. There have been numerous animated versions of 
"A Christmas Carol," including the 1999 computer- anim-
ated film with Jim Carrey voicing Scrooge. Favorite car-
toon character adaptations have included Mickey 
Mouse, Bugs Bunny, Mr. Magoo, Yosemite Sam, and the
Flintstones.
* "The Muppet Christmas Carol," produced in 1992 , was
the debut of Brian Henson, son of Muppets creator Jim
Henson. It was the first major Muppet project follow-
ing Jim's death in 1990. Actor Michael Caine claims that 
the role of Scrooge was one of his favorite parts of his
entire career. Kermit the Frog played Scrooge's clerk
Bob Cratchit, and Miss Piggy, of course was featured as 
Mrs. Cratchit. After Jim Henson's death, Kermit's role 
was handed to Steve Whitmire, who was exceptionally
nervous about taking over fulfilling the hole left by 
Henson. The day before Whitmire was to step in, he 
had a dream of meeting Henson and relaying how ner-
vous he was. In his dream, Whitmire was assured by 
Henson that all would go well, giving the new Kermit
the confidence to continue.
* 1988's "Die Hard" i considered one of the greatest ac-
tion films of al times, but is it really a Christmas movie?
Fans of the film say absolutely, since it takes place on 
the evening of the office Christmas party of the hero's
ex-wife. The film is perhaps Bruce Willis' most famous
role, in which he portrays New York cop John McClane,
who gets mixed up in the terrorist takeover of a Los
Angeles skyscraper, while there in an attempt to win 
back his wife. Although we can't imagine anyone other
than Willis in the role, it was offered to several other 
 box office stars first, including Sylvester Stallone, 
Richard Gere. Clint Eastwood, Harrison Ford, Mel
Gibson, Don Johnson, and Al Pacino. Willis received 
$5 million for the role. When filming began, the ending
had not even been fiinalized, and was only determined 
in the last 10 days of filming.

Two Places,
OneMagical

Christmas
Discover Christmas all in 
one place, for the magic 

of the season lives at 
Ancestor's Treasures!

GOES GREEN

If your old sweaters have holes or 
have seen better days, consider 
transforming them into mittens, 
scarves, or throw pillows rather
than tossing them out.
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SPORTS       STORIES

Figure
  Skating

Strap on your skates ad follow along as Tidbits
presents the facts on the sport of gure skating.
* Skates were rst usd in the Scandinavian coun-
tries centuries ago as a means of transportation,
with skaters strapping the leg bones of large an-
imals to their feet. The bones were sharpened 
and shaped so that people could glide across ice,
cutting the time required to travel around a body
of water. Metal skates were introduced during 
the 13th century.
* In the 18th and 19th centuries, skating evolved
into a sport, with competitors required to trace
elaborate geometric patterns and designs, or 
"gures," on the ice. Circles, loops, and gure
eights were carved with the blades' edges, lead-
ing to the name gure skating. These exercises 
became known as "compulsory gures" in comp-
etitions. The sport progressed into jumps, spins,
and choreography, and in the early 1990s, the 
compulsories were removed from competitions.
* During the mid-1800s, American ballet dancer 
and gure skater Jackson Haines blended the 
artistry of dance with the athleticism of skating,
capturing the rst U.S. National Figure Skating
Championship title. Haines is considered the fa-
ther of modern gure skating.
* Beginning in 1880, skaters invented several 
complicated jumps which were subsequently na-
med after them. Norwegian skater Axel Paulsen 
devised the sport's oldest and most difcult jump,
one with a forward takeoff, requiring the skater
to land backward on the outside edge of the 
skate, appropriately named the Axel.
* In 1909, Swedish skater Ulrich Salchow inven-
ted a jump in which the skater takes off from the
back inside edge of one foot and ands on the back
outside edge of the opposite foot. The Lutz, inven-
ted in 1913 by Alois Lutz of Austria, is a jump 
with the entrance from the skate's back outside
edge and a landing on the back outside edge of 
the opposite foot. It's considered gure skating's
second-most difcult jump.

 

* There are three spin positions in gure skating
- the upright spin, the sit spin (invented by Jack-
son Haines), and the camel spin. All can be eith-
er forward or backward. A ying spin combines a
jump and a spin. The speed at which gure skat-
ers spin is mind-boggling. They can reach six 
revolutions per second, which is more than 300
per minute! The record for the fastest spin was 
set in 2015 by a Polish-Canadian skater, Olivia
Oliver, who achieved 342 revolutions per minute.
* Figure skating competitions were initially just
for men. It wasn't until 1902 at the World Champ-
ionships that female British skater Madge Syers 
joined the competition, nabbing second place be-
hind Ulrich Salchow. Although the formal Winter
Olympic Games as we know them started in 1924
in Chamonix, France, Olympic Games were held
in London in 1908, with gure skating featured 
for the rst time. Oddly enough, the competition
was held during the summer games inside an ice
rink.
* That area where skaters sit and wait for their 
marks from the judges has an ofcial term - the
"kiss and cry area." It can be the place for either 
celebrating success or lamenting over a poor per-
formance.
* you might have noticed that skaters avoid fringe
and feathers on their costumes. Any type of ward-
robe malfunction, including glitter oating to the
ice's surface, a broken strap, or loss of a feather
or any trim results in a deduction in score by the
judges.

More than just a smoke shop!

WE HAVE MOVED!! COME VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION AT 

239 E. VICTORY WAY
WHERE WE WILL STILL OFFER A WIDE  SELECTION OF SMOKING 

ACCESSORIES & OTHER CURIOUSITIES PLUS SO MUCH MORE!

970-439-0785
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It's that time of year again, when we don our Christmas sweat-
ers in the midst of holiday festivities. December 20 is officially 
National Ugly Christmas Sweater Day, the perfect time to dig 
out those unfashionable garments and celebrate! 
* Christmas sweaters haven't always been the tacky, goofy gar-
ments we associate with ugly sweaters of today, adorned with 
pom-poms, lights, bells, reindeer, and even hanging ornam-e
nts. In the 1950s, they were pullovers produced with the name 
"Jingle Bell Sweaters," and often featuring traditional Nordic 
and Fair Isle designs, cable-knit, snowflakes, and angels. There
were patterns for crafters to create their own hand-knit wool-
ens.  Crooner Andy Williams sported a  Christmas sweater on 
his variety show as he sang carols to his audience.
* During the 1960s and 1970s, bold psychedelic designs took 
over, with sunglass-wearing Santas, and brilliant dazzling col-
ors. In the big-hair days of the '80s, glitter, sequins, pom-poms, 
and disco themes prevailed. The sweaters' status was boosted 
by the 1989 film "National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation," 
which featured Chevy Chase wearing a festive eyesore. Ugly 
Christmas sweaters were a regular fixture at office parties.
* The 1990s brought a down-slide in the popularity of ugly 
sweaters, something that only grandmas wore, and they dis-
appeared from the fashion world. 
But in 2001, the movie "Bridget Jones' Diary" brought 
a revival of the sweater when actor Colin Firth in the 
role of Mr. Darcy wears a hideous Christmas sweater 
featuring a giant red-nosed reindeer. Bridget herself 
was horrified, but the sweater launched the ugly 
ones back into vogue.

* In 2002, a Canadian retirement home employee noticed 
residents wearing Christmas sweaters during the holi-
days, and as he was complimenting them on their appa-
rel, he was really thinking of tracking down vintage swea-
ters and inviting friends to join in the fun. That year, 
Chris Boyd and his friend Justin Birch hosted the first 
known ugly Christmas sweater party, urging others to att-
end "the most cheesy, most feel-good party imaginable," 
wearing the ugliest sweater they could find. That initial 
gathering of 30 guests grew in four years to a size that re-
quired renting a venue at the local university, and by the 
fifth year grew to the venue of a massive Vancouver ball-
room with 1,200 people in attendance. Boyd and Birch 
even published a book on the subject, "Ugly Christmas 
Sweater Party Book: The Definitive Guide to Getting Your 
Ugly On."
* Even the top fashion giants have gotten into the act, 
pairing cashmere with beading and gaudy designs. The 
shelves of high-end stores like Nordstrom fill their shelves
with designer alpine sweaters from Dolce and Gabanna, 
Ralph Lauren, and Stella McCartney.
* Every year since 2009, talk show host Jimmy Fallon has 
held the "12 Days of Christmas Sweaters" giveaway, with 
an audience member selected at random to receive and 
ingenious creation of his program's costume department 
over the span of 12 nights. The imaginative garments have 
included such features as an iPad centerpiece highlighting 
a roaring fireplace video, and a giant snow globe that act-
ually blew fake snow.
* Social media has boosted the appeal of ugly sweaters as 
users post their ugliest sweaters on Instagram, Facebook,
and Twitter (X). There are ugly sweater 5k runs, bar 
crawls, parties, and contests. A winning sweater might in-
clude LED lights, tinsel, hanging ornaments, jewels, 3-D
elements, pom-poms, or a sweater with a 1950s vintage
design.

December 7th,  2025  Puzzle Answers
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Hungry?
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StandBoth Days!!

Friday Night

Elks Lodge Bingo 

Doors Open 4:30 

pm Games Start 

6:30 pm

Sunday Afternoon 

American Legion 

Bingo Doors Open 

11:30 am Games 

Start 1:00 pm 

Are You Ready for Some Fun?!
Then Grab Your Dauber

& 
Git ‘Er Done!!

44 W Victory Way
(on the corner of Victory 
Way & Breeze St.) Craig, 

CO

Animal Hide
Tanning/Preservation

970-620-6601
405 Breeze St.
Craig,CO 81625
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     SAGITTARIUS

     CAPRICORN        

     AQUARIUS

     SCORPIO

     PISCES

Vanessa Hudgens                          12/14/88

Don Johnson                                 12/15/49

Benjamin Bratt                            12/16/63

Eugene Levy                                  12/17/46

Brad Pitt                                        12/18/63

Jake Gyllenhaal                         12/19/80

Alan Parsons                               12/20/48

ARIES    

TAURUS      

GEMINI

BORN THIS WEEK:      LIBRA  
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        (March 21 to April 19) Make your holiday 
               preparations one step at a time in order to
               avoid being overwhelmed and leaving 
               things undone. That confusing family sit-
               uation continues to work itself out.
            (April 20 to May 20) Ease this year's hol-
               iday money pressures by letting your
               thrifty side guide you as you look for 
               those perefect figts that typically reflect
               your good taste and love of beauty.
            (May 21 to June20) You'll have a good 
               handle on potential holiday problems if 
               you delegate tasks to family members, 
               friends or co-workers - most of whom 
               will be more than happy to help out.
             (June 21 to July 22) Right now you are 
               especially vulnerable to holiday scams 
               that seek to take advantage of your gen-
               erosity. Best advice: Check them out be-
               fore you transfer any money.
      (July 23 to August 22) The upcoming holiday
               season gives the Big Cat much to purr 
               about. Relationships grow stronger, and 
               new opportunities loom on the horizon, 
                just waiting to be pounced on.
            (August 23 to September 22) A changing
               situation brings conflicting advice about
               how to go forward with your holiday 
               plans. Your best bet: make the decision 
               you feel most comfortable with.
             (September 23 to October 22) Holiday
               plans get back on track after some confu- 
               sion about the direction you expected to
               take. A potentially troublesome money
               matter needs your immediate attention.             

                  (October 23 to November 21)
               Your holiday preparations are on 
                track. But you meed to confront a 
                personal situation while you can still
                keep it from overwhelming every-
                thing else.
                              (November 22 to Decem-
                ber 21) Tight financial matters ease 
                a bit during this holiday season. but 
                the sagacious Saggitarian is well-
                advised to keep a tight hold on the 
                reins while shopping for gifts.
                         (December 22 to Janusary 19)
                Don't put off making decisions ab-
                out this year's holiday celebrations,
                despite the negative comments you
                have been getting from several 
                quarters. Do it NOW!
                      (January 20 to February 18)
                The holidays will bring new friends
                 and new opportunities. Meanwhile,
                 be careful to use your energy wise-
                 ly as you go about making holiday
                 preparations.
               (February 19 to March 20) There's
                 good news coming from a most un-
                 likely source. And it could turn out
                 to be one of the best holiday gifts 
                 you have had in years. Remember 
                 to stay positive.
                                     You are respected for 
                 your honesty and loyalty. You make
                 friends slowly - but with rare ex-
                 ceptions, they're in your life forever.
        

CANCER

LEO     

VIRGO
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5 Tanning Bed Stations
    Lay Down or Stand Up

One Time Visit  or Multiple Visit
Package Pricing

Large Variety of Tanning 
Products Available

Open 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
(No Appointment Necessary)

470 Washington St.
Craig, CO 

970-824-2271
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All available at our Great New
Location:

1695 W Victory Way, Craig, CO

Also featuring:

A small gourmet grocery and gift
shop with inspirational journals

& study bibles, botanical skincare
and a women's clothing boutique ~

with everything in one shop! 

~  A Full Line of GourmetGroceries!
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With its rings of holly branches, 
this  majolica platter carries the 
spirit of Christmas. And with its 
$7,735 sale price at Strawser 
Auction Group, it’s  certainly 
something to celebrate! But a  
closer look shows its symbols are
a little different from the deco-
rations most  of us may be used 
to. The birds around the rim are 
robins; not something you often 
see on American Christmas deco-
rations, but very popular in the United Kingdom. Rob-
ins are often seen there in the winter because they mi-
grate there from Scandinavia and Continental Europe. 
Then there are the portrait medallions of a white-bear-
ded man who looks a little, but not entirely, like Santa 
Claus. Instead of a red suit with a matching fur-trim-
med hat, he wears a brown robe, carries a staff and is 
crowned with a wreath of holly. This must be Father 
Christmas, the English personication of the holiday’s 
festivities. He dates to at least the 15th century and 
may be inuenced by the folkloric gure of the Holly 
King of winter, whose perpetual battle with the Oak 
King of summer (who is sometimes represented by a 
robin) dramatizes the cycle of seasons. As you may 
have guessed, this platter is an English piece. It was 
made by George Jones, one of the most celebrated ma-
kers of Victorian majolica.

         I found a silver link bracelet in my aunt’s 
         jewelry box after her death at age 93 in 
2002, so I believe it’s old and would like some idea 
of its value. I took it to a jeweler who used a loupe 
to look at the mark on the underside of the clasp. 
She said it read “JB” over “830S.”  
      

                    The rst clue to the bracelet’s A: value is 
                      the “830S.” That is the silver content, mean-
             ing it is 83% silver and 17% alloy of other metals. 
             The standard for sterling silver is 925, meaning 
             92.5% silver. While  not sterling silver, 830 silver 
             still has a relatively high silver content, and its 
             higher percentage of alloy means it is more dur-
             able than 925 silver. The “JB” mark was used by 
             John Baalerund, whose business operated from 
             1935 to 1988 in Oslo, Norway. He was known for 
             his enameled silver jewelry. Silver jewelry by 
             Scandinavian designers was extremely popular 
in the mid-20th century. Today, 830S silver bracelets 
from that period generally sell for about $50 to $150.
            

TIP: Candle drippings can be removed from fabric with 
the help of ice cubes. Rub the wax with the ice until the 
wax hardens. Scrape off the hard wax with a credit card 
or stiff cardboard.  If some wax remains, put a blotter ov-
er it, and then iron with a warm iron.

                               CURRENT PRICES
Art deco, punch bowl, chrome cover and ladle, red 
plastic mounts, glass body, globular, ribbed, c. 1930, 
10 x 9 inches, $150.
Rug, Frank Lloyd Wright, shaded pink, gray and red 
geometrics, fringe, wool, import label, Schumacher, 
1980s, 10 feet 11 inches x 7 feet 10 inches, $1,260.
Judica, menorah, Peace Menorah, asymmetrical 
arms, center mask over star of David, bronze, gold 
patina, marble base, Salvador Dali, 1981, 20 inch-
es, $1,905. 

For more collecting news, tips and resources, visit:
                            www.Kovels.com 

English Christmas
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UTV RENTALS

csoffroadrentals.com

970-270-5755

Victorian English majolica 
maker George Jones deco-
rated this platter  with Eng-
lish Christmas symbols 
that  may be unfamiliar to 
Americans, but  still have 
the spirit of the holiday.
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*America’s first dentist, John Baker,
trained Paul Revere to be a dentist.
*A German word for nightmare is  
“alptraum,” or “elf dream.” In German  
folklore, elves were dangerous figures  
who could control dreams and create 
nightmares.
*Canadians eat more macaroni and  
cheese than any other nation in the 
world.
*No matter how badly fingerprints are 
damaged, they will still grow back  in 
their original pattern.
*Eggnog originated from the medieval 
hot, milky ale-like drink known as  a 
posset.
*The band name Imagine Dragons is 
an anagram. Lead singer Dan Reynolds 
described it as a “phrase that meant  
something to all of us,” but the group  
has yet to confirm what that is.
*Though dragonflies have six legs, 
they cannot walk.
*Ancient pagan cultures  such as the 
Celts believed that benevolent, helpful 
spirits lived in trees. Knocking on tree 
trunks roused a spirit for protection, 
which led to the saying "knock on 
wood."
*The Muppet vampire Count von Count, 
from “Sesame Street,” was based on act-
ual vampire myth. One  way to suppos-
edly deter the bloodsucking creatures 
is to throw seeds outside a  door. Vamp-
ires are compelled to count the seeds, 
delaying them until morning.
*In 1951, Sir Hugh Beaver, the manag-
ing director of Guinness Brewery,  got 
into a spat with someone over the 
world’s fastest game bird. When the 
pair couldn’t locate an answer in a  
book, Beaver had the idea of writing  
one that would solve pub arguments.
*The sun weighs 2,000 million million 
million million tons.
         *  *  *
Thought for the Day: “The difference 
between stupidity and genius is  that 
genius has its limits.” — Albert  Einstein
      © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

ELDT 
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