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Laugh bt mpeiTs

@: What do you call a French man wearing
sandals?

A: Philippe Phloppe!

Come with Tidbits as we find out how French
bulldozed its way into the English language!

Au Debut
* English is a conglomeration of various langu-
ages. Some languages, such as Basque and Kor-
ean, developed in isolation from other cultural
influences and are unique. However, English is a
blend, composed primarily of German, Latin,
and French, as these cultures were in constant
contact. Linguists can pinpoint the exact date
when the French invasion of the English langu-
age occurred, the point at which "0Old English'
began to morph into "Middle English.."
* The turning point happened on January 5, 1066
A.D. That's when King Edward the Confessor, who
had ruled England since 1042, died. He left no heir
to take over the throne. His cousin, William, lived
in Normandy, the area of France directly across
the English Channel. William took advantage of
the vacancy to invade England and seize the
throne. Known as William the Conqueror, he took
over in the year 1066 A.D. in what is called the
Norman Conquest.
*The word "Normandy" is French for "northman"
referring to the "Norse" (which also means

"north") because the Vikings invaded and conquer-

ed this northern coast of France around the year
900 AD. (more observations on page 2)
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NECTION\

(cont. from Front Cover)
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*William the Conqueror's first move was to kick out
every Englishman who was in a public office and
substitute Frenchmen instead. Government officials
were now French, military leaders were French, the
clergy were French, and merchants were French.
Now, if an Englishman wanted to communicate
with the people in power, he needed to speak French.
The powerful, the elite, the cultured, and the weal-
thy only spoke French. Eventually, speaking French
became a symbol of status.. Only the lowly spoke
English.
*It's important to note that in a day and age when
most citizens were illiterate, most of the upper ech-
l elon who were doing the writing and the record-
keeping did so in French rather than English. There-
fore, they were at liberty to discard English habits of
speech and substitute the French method of lang-
uage instead. This influence remains today. Exam-
ples:

&
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“You've got to stop putting your foot in
your mouth, Sanator!”

"ye" which morphed into "you" derived from the
French "vous."

* Some vocal sounds that French contributed to Eng-
lish include the "g"
y word for mirror), the
| French word for vacant), and the

irely French).

nen

v'" in vacation (from the
nn

z"in zigzag (ent-

*The use of "thee" and "thou" declined, replace with ‘.

sound in mirage (from the French |58
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* French scribes removed the English "gg" and used
"dg" instead: brigg became bridge. They used "gh"
instead of a single "h" turning niht into night. The
single "u" was replaced by "ou" turning huse into
house. The removed the commonly used "cw" and
substituted "qu" so cwen became queen-- because
they also contributed the double vowel, to signify
a long vowel, such as "see." It was the French who
decided we double up consonants after a short
vowel, but not after a long vowel, so wh have sitt-
ing and setting, but seating and siting.

check out page 3 for the rest 07; the story,
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THE FRENCH CO NECTIOI%

. from page 2),,

Parlez -vous Francais?
* It was during this French rule of England that
the letter "H" started dropping from the beginn-
ing of words. The French aren't big on the "H"

- sound when it starts a word and many English

accents followed suit. This is why we now have
a silent "H" in words like hour and honor, and
why some British say "an hotel" or "an historic

" place" as if the word started with a vowel and

the H wasn't there at all.

* The French introduced the impersonal "one"
meaning that phrases such as "one does as one
wants" which sounds thoroughly English, is act-
ually totally French.

* The French influence is why we now have an
English word for animals when they're alive
(cow, sheep, deer) and a French word for them

"= when they're dinner (beef, mutton, venison). The

lowly English dealt with these animals on the
farm while the cultured French Normans en-
countered them when served by the chef for din-

g ner.

* Interestingly enough, all the words for closest
family members are English: mother, father,
daughter, son, while all the words for more dis-
tant relations are French: niece, nephew, aunt,
uncle, cousin.
* The French influence is particularly strong in
areas such as government and politics. Crown,
state, government, parliament, authority are all
French. It's also prevalent regarding law: justice,
crime, jury, evidence, parole. Military affairs are
also largely French in origin: army, navy, battle,
regime, captain. Religion is also full of French,
including the word religion as well as sermon,
saint, abbey. And because the French were very
fashionable, we now have the French-derived
gown, robe, satin, and embroidery.
* Many French words are still spoken as the
French would: corps, ballet, filet.

(read to the end on page 4)

Snow Removal

Landscaping Custom Decks

ADVANCED SOLUTION

et TOO AL, YOUR OUTDIOOR NEEDS M

-

Kevin James

970-819-0692



l The Place
For Great

*
American Food! Here are some true tales about toys that served

a purpose in the military.

* The Red Cross and other charities were allowed
to send care packages to U.S. and Britih soldiers

¥ held in concentration camps throughout Europe
.+ during the Nazi occupation in WWIL The British
Secret Service approached the manufacturer of
the board game Monopoly and asked them to
participate in aiding the POWs. When they
agreed, maps of areas surrounding the concent-
ration camps were printed on silk and hidden in
the game board. These could be folded without
rustling and hidden in a cigarette pack. Small
metal files and tiny compasses were also enclos-
ed in the game board. Real local currency was
hidden under the Monopoly money. Chess sets
and playing cards were also used in this way.

* The Slinky, first released as a toy in 1945, swept
the nation in the 1950s. During the Vietnam War,
radio operators discovered that a Slinky, when
attached to the radio and then hurled into the

. Open Daily For
| Breakfast & Lunch ',
Jam.lo2pm. VL&

I = Dine In Or...Carry Out "/.4/"
-_'.-r.

FINIS
* Linguists also can pinpoint the moment French fell
out of favor in England. When the French king
Charles IV died in 1329, he left the throne without a
male heir, resulting in a power vacuum. This is the
point at which the English began the long fight to
expel the French, in a conflict that became known as
the Hundred Years' War. This on-again, off-again con-highest branches of a tree, would act as an effec-
flict actually lasted 116 years, ending in 1453 when tive antenna. Subsequent investigation showed
the English King Louis XI agreed to a seven-year that the Slinky's metal coils receive radio signals
truce and resolved to resolve future disputes through at a frequency between seven and eight mega-
negotiation rather than war. With the French now  hertz, thereby extending the range of the radio
considered the enemy instead of the rulers, the signals. It was incredibly simple to drape the wire
French language fell out of fashion. over branches, quick to pull down when moving

*In 1476, a man named William Caxton brought the out and easy to store in a backpack while traveling

first printing presses to England. He was determined February 8th, 2026 Puzzle Answers
to translate all the available books into the English
language. This required that the rules of spelling be
solidified, which he largely decided very arbitrarily
on his own. This was the dawn of modern-day Eng-
lish, now often referred to as "the King's English."
*Henry IV (1367 - 1413) was the first English king
whose first language was English. Henry V (1387 -
1422) was the first king of England to use English in
official documents. English became the language of
instruction at the University of Oxford, which had
previously taught only in French or Latin.

*1t's estimated that about 29% of modern English
words have their roots in French. Latin is responsible
for another 29% while German is the source 'of ab-
out 26% of our words, with all other languages mak-
ing up the rest. However of the 100 most frequently
used words in the English language, the overwhelm-
ing majority come from German, while only one is
French: the word "people” originated in France.

* The ViewMaster went on the market in 1939. It
was generally sold in souvenir gift shops, allow-
ing adults to purchase an entire disk of photos of
the local landmark instead of having to buy indiv-
idual postcards. During World War I, the military
purchased over 100,000 ViewMasters and distrib-
uted them to soldiers, along with disks depicting
enemy artillery and aircraft, making quick identi-
fication much easier.

* When the Japanese cut off much of the world's
supply of rubber during WWII, General Electric
went to work trying to invent a substitute. One of'
the results was the accidental discover of a rub-
ber-like substance that became known as Silly
Putty. Aside from being an amusing toy, Silly Put-
ty has found several practical applications over
the years. Astronauts had issues corralling their
loose tools while in zero gravity because they
would float away. The solution was Silly Putty:
when a wad was plopped onto any surface, a tool
could be affixed to the blob, staying in place while
still being easily accessible.

*In 2011, Ernie Fesenden attached a wireless cam-
era to high-end remote control car and mailed it
to his brother, who was stationed in Afghanistan.
His brother, Staff Sgt. Christopher Fessenden, loan-
ed it to a group of fellow soldiers who were going
out on patrol. They used it to scout the road ahead
of them for trip-wires. The little car hit a trip-wire
and detonated, setting off over 500 1bs. of explo-
sives. The lives of six American soldiers were sav-
ed due to the sacrifice that the little car made. To-
day, remote control toy cars are often used in a
similar capacity.

* While attempting to invent an aerosol spray-on
cast for broken bones, researchers accidentally in-
vented a product now called Silly String. Distrib-
uted by Wham-0 beginning in the early 1970s, the
novelty was a big hit with kids. It also became a
big hit with soldiers. In 2006, soldiers in Iraq were
attempting to clear buildings of trip wires that
triggered explosives. They found that Silly String,
which could be launched for distances of up to ten
feet, was light enough to hang on otherwise invis-
ible wires without triggering the explosives. To-
day, Silly String is shipped to the front lines all
around the world.




KANZI
THE
BONORO

*The bonobo, also called the pygmy chimp or dwarf
chimp, is a type of primate that's known for heing
good-natured. One bonobo named Kanzi was born
into captvity in 1980. He was immediately Kidnap-
ped and adopted by the reigning matriarch of the
group,Matata. She had been captured in the wild.

* Matata was entered into a study (o see if she could
be taught to communicate using symbolic pictures
called lexigrams. while attending classes, baby kan-
ziwas looking over her shoulder. Matata failed to
pick up the language, but Kanzi one day started us
ing the keyhoard lexigrams in a way that indicated
he understood. On that very first day, he used the
keyboard in 120 different wavys, indicating the food
he wanted o eator the games he wanted to play.
He'd touch the symbol for "grape” and then pull the
grapes out of the fridge. He touched the sign for "ap-
ple"and then "chase” and then grabbed an apple

and scampered away with itin a game of keep-a-way.

* Kanzi eventually mastered almost 400 symbols in
all and even understood rudimentary word order.

[
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Craig C0 81625
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Later; it hecame apparent that he had also picked
up a basic understanding of spoken English. In
carefully controlled experiments, researchers pro
ved over and over that Kanzi could understand
many individual words as well as basic sentences.
Hewas even

able (o follw spoken instructions - even when they
were issued over the phone such as, "Tetch the car-
rots on the table in the kitcchen and put them in the
bowlin the living room" while ignoring other car-
rots and other bowls in other locations.

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF
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* Kanzi also picked up signs from American Sign Lan* Kanzi was perfectly capable of gathering wood, str
guage from watching videos of Koko the gorilla. Re-  iKinga match, starting a fire, and cooking scmm.l)lc(l
searchers did not teach Kanzi sign language, but ~~ or l(‘)aslo(l m;.u‘shm‘zlll()\\'s. Rog;n‘chors (aughthim o
merely showed him videos of Koko signing in order ~ craft crude flint knives by striking two stones togeth
(0 amuse him. e quickly began signing completely ¢t butKanzi preferred lh(f caster ““*“}0(1 01.1““'11“?;
lmhi(l(l(\’n an(l wenton to I(\/E"'n manv Signs' stones at 1h(', gl‘()llll(l, (‘,ElllSng 0 (Tﬂ(tl{ o ])l(‘,(i(‘,S. He
*Ina test that pitied Kanzi againsta two-vear-old  thenlearned to use the stone tools to cuta rope (o re-
human girl, they were each given 660 simple spoken  trieve a treat. He enjoyed playing Pac-Man and a sim-
instructions asking them to use various objects in ~ Plified version of Minecraft

different ways. Kanzi completed these tasks correet-  Kanzi died in March of 2025, likely of heart disease.
Iy 75% of the time, while the child did them correctly Kanziwas ahappy, gregarious bonobo who enjoyed
6% of the time. When asked, "Teed the ballsome  interacting with humans, and spent his last morning

tomato” the child was completely flummoxed, but ~ being his usual joyous self, plavfully chasing other
Kanzi l)i(jl((}(] upa oy puml)kin and mimed ['(\,(\/(]mg bonobos and l'(‘,liShillg the day's enrichment Slll‘l)l‘iS(‘,S.
18 and 24 months. kanz reached the two-word sent-
ance limit, and never grew very much beyond that.
B g on e console?
ask Kanzi, "Where's the grape?" If the researcher was
present when the grape was being hidden, Kanzi I A: The wii wii wi!
grape-hiding, Kanzi would quickly point to the corr-
ect cup.

it tomato. In addition (o the 400 lexigrams, Kanzi un-

derstood about 3,000 spoken words. .

* Children start o utter two-word sentences beaveen - BT s
aughs!

He could understand complex sentences, but not

craft them himself. I Q: What is a French person's favorite game

*Researchers would hide a grape under a cup, then [

would not respond hecause he was perfectly aware |

that the researcher knew where the grape was. How- g

ever, it the researcher had heen absent during the



The ancient Roman
festival of Lupercalia was
conducted every year on
February 15 by priests
called Luperci. As arite of
fertility, the festival was
associated with the god
Faunus. Each ceremony
inclided animal sacrifices,
blood rites, and feasting.
The priests would then run
aboutthe streets, slapping
women with g T
theskinsof ¥ J

the sacrificed fis
animals, which ¥
was said to ;
increase their =
fertility. G

Source: www. britannica.com
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ARIES (March 2110 April 19) A gpacious Lamb can learn - SCORPIO (Octaber 23 to November 21) You just

~ more about a problem-filled situation than might et what you want despite the odds

& onewha is apenly suspicious of what could be aqainst it. In any event, be sure to thank all
happening. A friend might offer some well- the peaple involved who believed in you and
directed advice. went to bat for you.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Getting adjusted to anun-  SAGITTARI(S (November 22 to December 21) Be-

®

fore you even hint at an accusation, remem-
ber that you'll have to prove what you say.
plan. But help could come from a most wel- Sa, be sure that you have what you need to
come source. back up your comments.

GEMINT (May 21 1o June 20) This could be a good time ts - CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A rom-
get a head start on some career—related plans. antic siuation fakes an unexpected turn
O The sooner you check out the pluses and min- 0 that favors some Sea Goats but causes
uses, the sooner you can act on your informa-
fion. ling the relationship.

others to reassess how they ve been hand-
CANCER (June 21to July 22) A personal situafion that you AQUARIUS (anuary 20 to february 18) A surprise
thought would no longer present a problem turn of events could unsettle the Water

expected change might be difficult for the Bo-
vine, who prefers things to go according to

could suddenly produce some surprises. Try -4  Bearer. Butit might also help to open up
< to sort things out with the help of your trusted . anentirely different way of working out an
colleaques. important matter.

February 8th
2026 Puzzle

; anticipation and anxiety for Leos and Leonas ning operation could bump up against an
@ who have some biq decisions o make. Advice .
restore things o normal.
ecially where it might involve a legal matter. (c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
tions. But rather than trying o handle them all Ancwers

160 (uly 23 to Auqust 22) An upeoming move holds both PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A smoothly run-
obstacle. This is where your ability to ass-

is plentiful, but if's up to you to decide which ess situations and make adjustments can
way you want to go.

VIRGO (Auqust 23 to September 22) Someane froma  BORN TDIS WEEK: Your kindness is legendary,

@B previous project could provide valuable quid-  and so is your strong sense of responsibility. You

L ance on how fo handle a current problem, esp-  most likely do well in humanitarian efforts.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A business sit-
uation presents some unexpected complica-

< 7 atonce, it would be best to deal with them one

at atime.
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3 - ERED GRACE e
* On Feb. 16, 1959, Fidel Castro was sworn in as Cuba's prime mini- TG P‘T B ¢ o
ster after leading a querrilla campaign that forced right-wing dicta-
tor Fulgencio Batista into exile. Castro, who became commanderin 1§ M A R K E T P L Ac E
chief of Cubar' armed forces after Batista was ousted on Jan. 1, re T A small gourmet grocery and gif
placed the more moderate Miro Cardona as head of the country's % ghop with inspirational journals
new provisional government, || &study bibles, botanical skincar 4- :
* On Feb. 17, 1972, the 15,007,034th Volkswagen Beetle rolled off the ‘and a women's clothing boutique ~ |
assembly line and broke a world car- productlon record held for more nre with everything in one Shop'
than 40 years by the Ford Motor Company’s Model T, which was - Also featurmg A
manufactured from 1908 to 1927. B g
* On Feb. 18, 1930, Elm Farm Ollie earned the remarkable distinc- ¢ I
tion of becoming the first cow to fty - and be milked - in an cirplane. B4 2
Her milk was then boxed and parachuted to waiting spectators on -
the ground.
* On Feb. 19, 1473, Nicolaus Copernicus, regarded as the father of
modern astronomy, was born in Torun, a city in north-central Poland 1} *ll-a Vﬂllﬂble at our Great }
on the Vistula River. He would become the first modern European
scientist to propose that Earth and other planets revolve around the
sun.
* On Feb. 20, 1977, an episode of the TV sitcom "Seinfeld" titled "The
Pothole" debuted, with the inclusion of  storyline in which the ecc-

entric character Kramer adopted a stretch of the fictional Arthur A]]lb er Wa‘.res by Dave T. Phipps

Burghardt Expressway via the real-life Adopt-A-Highway program. oK, SO, JUSTPK o7 Tout prsmr—— | T
o aly y -i '.E ” u E . i
|0n Feb. 21, 2016, quadruple amputee Kyle Maynard reached the el |'Colk LoIC HDSATCHT et | | UL OF HOOKS, AP YOUR

summit of Mount Aconcagua, South America's tallest mountain, aft- ;?:!%L&Ifm%ﬁ[ ISOUE 1S F T HAS BLUTEN?

er bear-crawling up the nearty 23,000-foot peak without the use of - —
his prosthetics. Four years earlier, he'd climbed Africa’s Mount Kilim- - e
anjaro in the same manner.

* On Feb. 22, 1983, Arthur Bicknell's play ”Moose Murders" made its

Gfore] (recete
ﬂ}uilit?::ltl

il .' ‘A Full Line of GourmetGroc

very same night, earning it the unfortunate descrlptlon by The New
York Times as "the standard of awfulness against which all Broad-
way flops are judged." After the curtain fell on cue, there was no
applause, leading one cast member to remark that " don't think
there ever was a show in the history of Broadway where you took a
bow to silence.” '
() 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.*
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The rose varicly “Gertrude IEkF".H .

wias named “World's Farourite Hose™ by~

ihe Workd Federation of Rose Socictics at its =
Way 225 convention held Tn Fukowama, Tapan,
liose enthusiasts all aver the world Love its -
vibrant pink color, its elegant shape, large
blosorns logded wilh pelals lrom lale spring
through fall, and its exquisize perfiune. -

A Certrude Tekyll rose needs 2 minimum |
of 4 hours of sunbight per day durs
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NOWFLAUES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 - B
around each of them. Ne number can
be repeated in any partial hexagen
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: 4
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Answer in the February 22nd Issue
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Flaco a numbear in the ompty bowes in such a way
that cach raw across, cach column down and cach
agmall S-hox gguare contains all of the
numbee frem one to ning.
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# Moderate 44 Challenging
* ¢ % HOO BOY!
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The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
al lhe ligures givan at Lhe boltom

and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-

1. lereule harse |
2. Resta rant sere-

metic signs in the order they are

given [lhal iz, rom left Lo righl =
and top to bottom), Use only the +
numbers below the diagram to

complete its blank squares and

uss each of he ning numbers

only onge. 1=

16
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SCRAMBLERS

Unscramble tha lettess within sach ractangle b form four erdinary soeds Than
rearrang= the bosed |=tiers ta form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

Flan

DANAGE

Answer in the February 22nd [ssue

WORD SPIRAL

Fill in the missing letlers to reveal the

mine-letter word that starts at one of the

four corners and moves clockwise around

the perimeter betore ending in the center.
A0 26 King Fealures Syl
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Unlock the power of chess to find the
eight-letter word of the day. Choose
your starting letter carefully, then move
around the square in a one by two

fashion to get to the next letter.
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nesses as well as
The Daum glass factory of Nancy, Irance, is famous for its cameo They may also sell at estate {|  manymore!

glass, but thatisn't the only kind it made. When Jean Daum foun- sales or toy auctions. Websites like eBav and sy are also coLorano == Il
(ed the factory in 1875, he made cutand enameled glass. His sons popular places (o sell; butif vou use them, remember that 4 Q @ ‘
Auguste and Antonin started an art glass departmentin 1885, ad- asking prices are not the same as sold prices. You will see | crNEER |
apting (o the art glass movement and art nouveaustyleof the - Beanie Babies listed for thousands of dollars on these sites, & for a complete st of places toget a FREE copy |
(ime. The company started making more ornate typesof glass — hut thatis what the seller is asking, not necessarily what huy- ofTidbitsvisit our website: |

o ) . . p ) ) , www.nweotidbits.com

like cameo glass and pate-de-verre. These were verv old techni- - ers are paving. To see more accurate values on eBay, check &8 - —

(ues, but newly popular as they experienced a resurgence in the - "Sold Items" under \dvanced Search, There are also several
19th century. Pate-e-verre was made in ancient Egypt. The term - websites specifically for Beanic Baby collectors, like tveollec
means glass paste. ' 1tis made by combining ground glass withan (or.com and beaniebabiespriceguide.com, that can help vou
adhesive and molding this mixture into forms. It proved wbea — find the value of vour bears. Of course, if vou are looking (o
good fit for the art nouveau period, when designs drew inspira- - donate vour Beanie Babies and they are in excellent condition,
(ion from the natural world, especially flowers and plants. vou should contact local charity groups or local hospital.

(lassworks like Daum made pate-de- e I S . Comtiporinit Aebgos 8 Spacilly S
verre pieces with three-dimensional TIP: fyoulike vases of fresh flowers, buy custom-cut pieces - ancesforstremorescass@gmalcon S
flowers, They are often vahuable to- of glass (o protect wooden table and chest tops from water stains. P il
dav. This Daum vase made tolook k sk sk )
like a bunch of daffodils sold for CURRENTPRICES &
$2,125 at Heritage uctions. World's Fair, hanner, 1876, Philadelphia International Fxhibition, GBM%QW
k %k %k Centennial, George Washington portrait,muldicolor jacquard, ¢ Qmaﬂ%w? For Evonyonel
o Lhaveacollection of Beanie Baby bears that would like blue fringe, silk, 101/2 x 7inches, $160. 4l  Now Clock, O
* a new home. How can1 find them a good one? Trunk, nagamochi, liftlid, lacquer, gilt armorial devices, scrolling [

A o Theresale market for Beanie Babies has heen ongoing — leaves, latch closure, handle, paper lining, Japan, late 1800,
o since the fad exploded in the 1990 Itis stll active,al- -+ 14x29x17 inches, pair, $500.
(hough prices are notas high as they were during the original - Rug, soumak six medallions, blue field, red, orange, brown, ivory,
craze, Social media websites like Facebook Marketplace or stvlized flower border, Uzhekistan, 9 feet 6inches X 5 feet 7 inches,
Craigslist can help vou find Beanie Babies collector clubs that —— §745,
may be interested in vour bears, *® ok K

For more collecting news, tips and resources, visit www. Kovels.com
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MG TREE-CLIMBIN' Y GEEZ M
AN Mo CAVE I CAN'T
EXPLORIN, GO UP AN

SUGHAIT 1)

AT LOWEEZY DON'T WELL, THAT'S SHE  SAYS
WANT ME CLMBIN TREES, MO FUr N I'LL FaLL an
JAMEY I BREAK M
AN POl

QOOH, THAT BOY'S
i BiG TROUELE
wHER HE

GiTS HOME !

BUT SHE'LL NEVER
H5EE ME OWER
HERE AT YORE
HOLESE, 50
P WE GO

IFn I DOM'T FALL
AN BREAK MY
DARM FOOL NECK
GUTTHY BACK
Do |

The worgl saut_e: is French, meaning “jumped” or "bounced,” because the cooking tec n'_rlje in
a hot pan, causing it to jump due to the sizzle of hot oil. Souffle comes from the verb meaning to

|_...word cuisine is French for kitchen.

Strange
BUT TRUE

By Lucie Winborne

* Actor Paul Newman once said he was tired of people
asking him to remove his sunglasses so they could see
his famous blue eyes, confessing that his stock response
was, "Twould take off my sunglasses, madam, but my
pants would fall down."

* Six million pounds of space dust settle on Earth every
year.

| *The Bahamas once boasted an undersea post office,

Sea Floor Bahamas, established in 1939, which allowed

! mail to be posted with a unique "Sea Floor" postmark,

which became a hit with stamp collectors until the off-
ice closed in 1942.

* Many birds' feathers weigh more than their bones.

* Ahill in New Zealand is named Taumatawhakatang-
ihangakoauauotamateapokaiwhenuakitanatahu.

* Astronauts on Mars won't just make plans based on
temperature, but will also need to consider tau, the le-
vel of particulate matter in the atmosphere. High tau
levels will block sunlight to solar-powered rovers.

* A coyote can hear a mouse moving under a foot of
SNOW.

* Since 1971, Lake Superior State University in Sault
Ste. Marie, Michigan, has issued permits to unicorn
hunters.

* The 1967 Outer Space Treaty forbids any nation from
trying to own the moon.

* Pelé is the only soccer player to ever be a part of three
different World Cup winning teams.

*"Bequty and the Beast" was the first animated film to
be nominated for Best Picture. It lost to "The Silence of
the Lambs."

* Wisconsin is known as the Badger State because the
area's lead miners used to spend winters in tunnels
burrowed into hills - like badgers.

* Honey hunters in Mozambique use special calls to re-
cruit the services of birds known as honeyguides,
which lead the hunters to bees' nests.

Thought for the Day: "Imperfection is beauty, madness
is genius, and it's better to be absolutely ridiculous
than absolutely boring." - Marilyn Monroe

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CDL DRIVER
TRAINING CERTIFICATION
SERVICES SERVICES
OFFERED: OFFERED FOR:

®ELDT # [st Time Student
Certification Driver
FMCSA Reinstatements
Certification 30 Hr. Online or
Courses for (Classroom Courses

(Classes A, B, &

C Commercial with Instructor

Licenses Colorado State

ard Party Final ~ Permit Testing &

Driving Test Final Driving
Tests

970-824-7669

Visit our website:
www.rightwaydriversed.com

Find & Like

RIGHT WAY O
DRIVER’S EDUCATION
ACADEMY

6 Hr. Driving Course

Don'T WorRRY SIR!
REMEMBER, YouvE GOT
AM ACE N THE HOLE!
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- [‘%' I L 'u"!' . E * Pet paws need extra care in the cold months,
S i especially dogs that must be walked in icy and
L l{gm.; *’ S e i snowy conditions. Here's a great tip from Y.L. in
o it Wl L« New York: "Ikeep a small towel with me on my
. o T //]I : daily dog walks, but I also wash off my dog's
&= - 2 paws with a warm washcloth when we return.

L T T L Another thing I do is to rub petroleum jelly into
* "Keep cats indoors during very cold weather. 1er pads once a day. They really take a beating
They are particularly vulnerable to freezing, If 1aving to go out three times a day in salty,
you can leave the curtains drawn on a window Muddy, cold conditions. She WOnt wear doggie
where Kitty can look outside and sunbathe, she EOOU"-S’ so this works best for us.
probably will be happy." - M.R. in Washington If you kegp birds, a rem}nder: Never preheat
* This is some good advice given to me by my Pans on high heat, especially nonstick pans.

grandmother if you have lots of outdoor or fer- They can let off a chemical that you or I cannot
al cats in your area: Start your car with a bang €Ven detect, but can be a health hazard for your
- on the hood, that is. When the overnight bird friend that is in the kitchen area. Don't keep

temperature dips, cats know to find someplace Elrds in the kitchen when cooking.

that is wind-shielded and off the ground, and ~ SPread a teaspoon of peanut butter thinly on
sometimes, that means they will climb up into @ Paper plate, then when the dog is busy with
your engine area to hunker down. If your car hls treat, you can trim his nculs.. Or sometimes
starts, they can be hurt or even killed. Give the Just having it nearby as a promised treat can
hood a knock to let a cat know to get out quick. do the trick to distract your pet. Good luck!

Send your tips to:
Now Here's a Tip
1800 Pembrook Dr., Suite 300
Orlando, FL 32810.
(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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HE'LL RN
EVERYTHING!

470 Washington St.
B Craig. €0

970-824-2271

5 Tanning Bed Stations
Lay Down or Stand Up
¥0ne Time Visit or Muttiple Visit
Package Pricing
*ta ¢ Variety of Tanning
uets Available

Open 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
(No Appointment Necessary)
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My HoLE!
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gﬂolidays& Observances This HWeek '
02/15 Heart Failure Awareness Weekﬁ '
02/16  Live to Give Week -
02/17 My Way Day l
02/18 National Bird Feeding Month
02/19,. National Dental Month.*
02/20] Hoodie-Hoo Day
02/21 “National StickyjBun Day

Fredry Grones

Using Your GI Bill Education Benefits

(1 Bill education henefits come with several forms of help, inclu-
ding a monthly housing allowance (MHA). To be eligible for a
full-time allowance, you need to be enrolled in a full-time slate
of classes that equal 12 credits. But it's not quite that simple.
The actual amount of money you receive for the MHA depends
partially on where you live (more if the area has a high cost of
living) and partially on how you attend those classes. If you're
taking all of your full-time classes online, did you know that you
can increase your housing allowance by taking at least one in-
person class? That one class changes your MHA category to in-
person, getting you more benefit money, nearly double the rate
you would get for only attending classes online. If all of your
classes are online, your monthly housing allowance will be app-
roximately half of the national average, which is quite a deduc-
tion.
To find a school that qualifies for you to receive benefits, go to
www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool. Be certain your
school qualifies; the January 2026 file of GI Bill Quick Facts in-
dicates there are over 600 suspended institutions. Ask at the
school ahout what they call "hyhrid" classes, the combination of
online and in-person classes, and if they're allowed. Many of
your questions about your education benefits can be answered
at www.va.gov/education/about-gi-hill-benefits/how-to-use-hen
efits. When it's time to apply, you an do that online at www.va.
gov/education/how-to-apply. Start at the top of the page with the
eligibility information. Note the service periods: 90 days of act-
ive duty after Sept. 10, 2001, or 30 days of continuous service af-
ter that date, or if you received a Purple Heart after that date.
Be sure to look at the details for the Yellow Ribbon Program. It
covers several expenses the GI Bill doesn't, such as out-of-state
or graduate school tuition.
Where there is a desire for education, there is usually a way to
make it happen. Call the VA Education Call Center at 888-442-
4551 for help.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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| 970-270-5755
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2 Looking for fun stuff to do? t-]
Check out area events page 4

at: f
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NEWS LINE

by Matilda Charles
Courses on AARP

Are you a member of AARP? Even with the recent
price increase (from $15 (0 $20 per vear), there is
stillalot o recommend it.
The AARP Skills Builder for Work section is a valu-
able benefit, even if we're not still working, be-
cause the skills can be helpful to us now for our
cognitive health, memory and task focusing. To
develop the courses, AARP has partnered with
MindEdge Learning, an online company that pro-
vides professional development and higher educa-
tion classes. MindEdge was created by Harvard
and MIT for interactive, sell-paced learning. There
are even credits and certificates for completion.
Itwas the Communication section of the MindEdge
website that caught my eve, and I zeroed in on Ad-
vanced Grammar. The MindEdge Studio section
looks fun as well, with an introduction (o drawing
course. Start by looking at AARP's Skills Builder
page (www.aarp.org work skills-builder), or see
mindedge.com course-catalog for the available
courses.
There's more to AARP's course offerings, however.
Put"courses" in the search box of the main site
(www.aarp.org). Right at the top of the page are
courses for defensive driving for older drivers and
(he online smart driver course. (Ask your insur-
ance agent if this course could get vou a discount
onyour insurance premium.) Use the dropdown
menu (o narrow your selections.
Il'what vou really wantis online games, \ARP has
those, too. Remember FreeCell Solitaire, the game
thatcame installed on the first computer we ever
owned? I(s on the AARP games page. (There is also
Classic Solitaire for the purists among us.)
The Games Center has arcade games, daily cross-
word, word games and a special section for mem-
bers only. If you want a real mind-stretcher, look
for the 10 x10 game,
Tosave on the cost of an AARP membership, con-
sider signing up for three vears for $55, which
saves you a few dollars.

(¢) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc..
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