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SHOUTS

THAT'S LOUD!
by Kathy Wolfe

Tidbits says "listen up" this week, as we bring you some loud facts!
*Loudness is measured in decibals, with human hearing ranging from zero to 140 
dB. Any noise louder than 120 dB can immediately damage the tiny hair cells called
sterocilia deep inside the ears that help turn sound vibrations from the air into what
the brain perceives as sound.
*While sound intensity remains constant because of the physical properties of a 
sound wave, teh perception of loudness is subjective and varies from person to 
person. A person with sensitive ears might find certain music too loud, but another
might enjoy the blaring sound. Sound waves pass through the ear canal where they
are changed to electrical signals that the brain interprets. Each individual has his/
her own perception of what is loud.
*The leading cause of hearing loss isn't aging - it's noise.  It's the world's second
most prevalent health issue. About 17% of adults and 20% of teens ages 12 - 19
have permanent hearing damage due to noise. Thirty million people are exposed
to harmful sound levels in the workplace every year, and 19% of those have hearing
impairment. Sadly, hearing loss is irreversible.
*How loud are the everyday sounds we experience? Near total silence is 0 dB, 
while a whisper measures 15 dB. A quiet library registers at about 30 dB, while an
office conversation is about 60 dB. This doesn't mean the office talk is twice as loud
as the library - it's 1,000 times louder! This means that the sound of a jet engine at
120 dB is about 1,000,000,000,000 more powerful than near total silence. Your
vacuum cleaner emits about 75 dB, while the lawn mower roars at  around 95 dB.
A jackhammer is at 100 dB, and a car horn registers at 110 dB. Gunshots and 
firecrackers measure 140 dB, which not only immediately damages hearing, it 
can actually cause physical pain.
                                         (turn to page 2 to learn more)

A boy was praying loudly,, "God,
please give me a bicycle." His 
mother asked, "Why are you 
praying so loudly? God isn't hard
of hearing.
The  boy replied, "Yes, but Grandma is.
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THAT'S LOUD!
*Who is more likely to experience hearing loss, men or
women? In adults aged 20 to 69, men are almost twice 
as likely to have loss than women.
*How much is too much? It's not just about the decibel
level, but also includes the amount of time and how oft-
en your ears are exposed to loud noise. OSHA recom-
mends that workers not be exposed to a decibel level 
over 85 for more than eight hours.
*How else does noise affect a worker? Research indicates 
that employees exposed to  conversations around them 
get distracted, affecting their ability to perform their dut-
ies. The sound of nearby conversations can diminish pro-
ductivity by up to 66%.
*It's not just hearing that is affected by loud noises. Loud
everyday sources have been linked to increased annoyance
levels, stress, poor sleep, heart disease, and learning prob-
lems. Research indicates that noise around 70 dB can aff-
ect reading comprehension. One study found that kids in 
school only understand around 70% of the teacher's inst-
ructions when background noise is 65 dB.
*That normal conversation might be 60 dB, but yelling is
much louder. The loudest human yell ever recorded was 
an ear-shattering 129 dB by a British teaching assistant 
named Jill Drake in 2000. After being proclaimed the
winner, Drake said, "I knew I was loud, but not that loud!"
Let's hope she doesn't use that level in the classroom!
*The barking of the average dog measures between 80 and
90 decibels. The loudest documented dog bark was pro-
duced by a golden retriever at an Australian event called
Purina Bark in the Park. Charlie the retriever topped out
at about 113 decibels. The sound of a group of barking dogs
at a kennel can reach up to 115 dB.
*A rock concert typically measures around 120 dB. How-
ever, the volume at a 2009 KISS concert in Ottawa, Canada,
in front of 32,000 fans, reached 136 dB, giving them the re-
cord for "loudest concert."

  In 1984, the heavy metal band Manowar topped out 
at 139 dB, but it wasn't during the concert itself, but 
rather during the pre-performance sound check, so 
while Manowar is the "loudest band," they didn't have 
the "loundest concert."
If you plan to attend a loud rock concert, choose one 
that will be outside. Decibel level is higher at an indoor
venue because the sound's energy bounces around the 
space. And be prepared for a ringing in your ears and a
temporary inability to hear properly after the concert.
These after-effects are common. (read on  page 3)

May 11th, 2025
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THAT'S LOUD!

*About 10% of the U.S. adult population has reported
experiencing tinnitus in teh past year. Oddly enough,
symptoms can improve by avoiding caffeine and alco-
hol.
*The loudest sound ever recorded in human history 
was the 1883 eruption of Krakatoa, a small volcano is-
land between the islands of Java and Sumatra. This dea-
dly eruption killed more than 36,000 people, trigger-
ing tsunamis that contributed to the high death toll. Al-
though the eruption began in May of that year, its worst
blast occurred in August, with an estimated decibel lev-
el of 310 dB. Ash was propelled 50 miles (80.5 km) in-
to the air and the explosion was heard in Perth, Austra-
lia, 1,930 miles (3,110 km) away and on the Indian Oc-
ean island of Rodrigues 3,000 miles (4,800 km) away.
It compares to being in Boston and hearing a noise com-
ing from Dublin, Ireland. Even 100 miles (160 km) from
the blast, the loudness was 180 dB.
*The sperm whale is the loudest animal in the world 
with its vocalization registering at 230 dB. The blue 
whale's bellow is 188 dB.

*When it's time to choose the best hearing protection,
check the package for the Noise Reduction Rating (NRR),
a number assigned to represent the maximum number of
decibels the device can reduce noise intensity. A pair of 
earplugs with an NRR of 25 will reduce noise by up to 25
dB.
*Some people have a condition known as misophonia. It's
a malady that makes them angry or distressed when they
hear ordinary sounds such as others' chewing or breathing.

Dad: "What was that loud noise last night?"
Son: "My shoes fell down the stairs."
Dad: "Shoes don't make that much noise."
Son: "Well, I was still wearing them...."
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SPORTS  STORIES
tug of war

Two teams pulling on opposite ends of a rope - that
pretty much sums up the tug of war! This week,

pulls out the facts on this ancient test ofTidbits 
strength.
*the tug of war is ancient sport, part of war games
in Egypt, Greece, India, and China to train war-
riors. The Greeks called the sport "helkystinda," 
which translates "I pull through." Beginning in the
1500s, tug or war tournaments became popular in 
the formal gardens of the French and British. Dur-
ing the 1800s, sailors skilled in pulling lines to ad-
just sails engaged in tug of war contests. 
*The goal of the tug of war team is to bring the rope
in one direction while the opponents are pulling in 
the opposite direction. The rope has a center line
and two markers equidistant from the center, and
teams attempt to pull the other team's marker ac-
ross the center line.
*In ofcial competition, the markings are 13 feet 
(4 m)  to either side of the center. The rope is about
4.3 inches (11 cm) in circumference. A line is mark-
ed on the ground and the rope's center line is direct-
ly above that line. Each team typically has eight 
members, and their total weight cannot exceed the 
maximum set for their weight category.
*Tug of war rules declare fouls for lowering one's 
elbow below the knee during a pull (called "locking")
and for touching the ground for extended periods. 
It's a foul to pull the rope over the shoulders, as the
rope is required to be under the arms.
*Of course, it takes mighty physical strength to par-
ticipate in the contest, but the rhythm of the team
members is just as important. .

The team uses one member to act as the "driver," the 
one who harmonizes the team's traction power. The 
driver stands next to the team, moving up and down 
the line, barking out orders of when to pull and when 
to rest. Resting has its own term, "hanging," when 
team members will dig into the grass with boots, lim-
iting the rope's movement. When it's time for the team 
to pull together, the driver shouts "Pull" and waves a
hat or handkerchief.
*There are actual professional tug of war athletes.
They are governed by the Tug of War International
Federation, established in 1958, which boasts 53 
member countries and holds worldwide competitions.
Between 1900 and 1920, tug of war was part of the
Olympic Games. After the 1920 Games, the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee eliminated 30 sports from
the Olympics due to concerns that the Games were
getting too large, and tug of war was cut.
*The two northern California communities of Stinson
Beach and Bolinas are separated by an ocean channel
that is the site of the annual Fourth of July tug of war
competition. The two teams of 20 people each battle
to pull their opponents across the channel and into 
the neighboring town. The event has occured on the
sandbar at the mouth of Bolinas Lagoon every year
since the early 1970s.
*Leclaire, Iowa, and Port Byron, Illinois, have held
a similar contest since 1987, except that the Miss-
issippi River separates the teams. River boat trafc
is shut down as teams of 20 tug on a 2,700-ft.-long
(823 m), 680 lb. (308 kg) rope that stretches be-
tween the two towns

I Buy Gold & Silver!
Coins    Bullion    Silver

Silverware Sets      Jewelry      Gold Teeth     
When you're ready to turn your gold and/or silver 

into hard cold cash, call me!

Tom 970-629-5149

$ $

$ $

"Don't let the noise of others' opinions drown out
                   your own inner voice."
                             ~~ Steve Jobs

Test 
Your

Knowledge

1. U.S. STATES: Which state is last alphabetic-
    ally?
2. MOVIES: What does the acronym stand for in
    movies about Marvel characters?
3. LITERATURE: Who wrote the short story "The
    Secret Life of Walter Mitty"?
4. GAMES: How many cards are in a standard 
    deck?
5. TELEVISION: On which sitcom did the charac-
    ter Harry the Hat appear?
6. BUSINESS: When did the rst Kentucky Fried 
    Chicken franchise open?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How many Nobel 
    prizes are awarded every year?
8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president was the 
    shortest at 5 foot 4 inches tall?
9. ASTRONOMY: Who was the rst woman to tra-
    vel into space?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a baby platypus
      called?
                   ANSWERS ON PAGE 9
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BAGPIPES

You either love them or hate them! While some folks 
describe the shrill sound of the pipes as "a bag of 
strangled cats," others revere the music, claiming it 
brings them to tears. Listen up to these facts from 
Tidbits about bagpipes, which feature prominently 
on the list of most annoying instruments.
*The first bagpipes were made of the skin of small 
dead animals, such as goats or sheep. The carcass 
was cleaned out and turned inside out. The pipes, 
made from hollow stalks or bamboo, were sewn 
where the animal's neck and limbs used to be. Al-
though most of today's bagpipes are made of syn-
thetic material, plastic, and metal, some pipers hold 
on to tradition with skin bagpipes.
*There are many parts to a set of bagpipes, all conn-
ected to the bag. The chamber is the pipe that creates 
the melody. The pipers cover the holes in the pipe to 
produce different notes, similar to how a clarinet is 
played, except that the chamber can produce just 
nine notes. The drones, usually a set of three, are 
made from bamboo or wood and provide the cons-
tant pitch and tone of the instrument. The drones 
have small holes at the outer tips where air escapes. 
Varying tones are achieved by applying pressure to 
different areas of the bag. The blow-stick is the mouth-
piece of the bagpipe which the piper uses to blow air 
into the bag. There must be constant air flowing into 
the bagpipes at all times. The chamber reed consists 
of two bamboo slivers, similar to the reed of an oboe.
*Outdoor decibel levels for bagpipes are about 110 dB,
with indoor levels up to 116 dB. A single piper making 
music in the Scottish Highlands can be heard up to 10
miles (16 km) away. 

Don't bother asking pipers to turn down the volume - 
bagpipes have no dynamics and the sound cannot be 
adjusted. To compensate pipers adjust the tempo or 
stretch out the tones. 
*Although we might think that bagpipes are Scottish in 
origin, they actually have their history in several other 
places, including the Balkan countries, India, Libya, 
Sweden, Egypt, ancient Mesopotamia, and Italy. It's be-
lieved that the invading Romans brought the bagpipes 
to Scotland. It's believed that the Roman emperor Nero 
was a skilled piper. Although we've heard that Nero 
played the fiddle as Rome burned in 64 A.D., it's more 
likely it was pipes he was playing. Today, the country 
with the most bagpipers is New Zealand, not Scotland. 
*Bagpipes have along history as war instruments on the
battlefield.
Scottish pipers first marched troops into battle at the
1746 Battle of Culloden, where the Jacobite army was 
defeated by British troops. In the 1700s, many pipers 
were hanged for owning the instrument, as it was con-
sidered a war instrument. During World War I, more
than 3,000 pipers marching the troops were killed, 
with the sound of the pipes making them easy targets.
Several hundred pipers were killed during World War
II.
*A Scottish police officer named Danny Fleming owns
the world's largest bagpipes collection. His 105 differ-
ent sets, some of which have gold, silver, and ivory
settings, are valued at over $150,000.
*Every year since 1947, the city of Glasgow, Scotland has
hosted the World Pipe Band Championships. Several 
bands of pipers from all over the world compete for the
title. The highest honor of Grade One was held by Scot-
tish bands until 1987, when Canada's 78th Fraser High-
landers became the first overseas band to capture the 
title.
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 NUGGET OF
KNOWLEDGE
The louder the sound, the less time it 

takes for hearing damage. You'd have

to run your 75-dB vacuum cleaner for

about 8 hours before hearing would

be affected. However, mowing the 

lawn with a 95- dB mower can cause

damage within minutes.
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PUZZLE &
QUIZ TIME

ALL PUZZLE & QUIZ ANSWERS 

WILL BE IN NEXT WEEK'S ISSUE 

UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE!

1. Name the song in which the alarmed husband calls
   out to his wife, "Don't look, Ethel!" 
2. Who wrote and released "Spinning Wheel"?
3. Which two artists released "Ebony and Ivory"?
4. Name the theme song for "American Gigolo."
5. Name the song that contains this lyric: "The road
is long with many a winding turn; That leads us to 
who knows where, who knows when."
                      ANSWERS ON PAGE 11

When the 4th of July rolls around this year, be sure to wear hearing protection when enjoying the fireworks display. Fireworks register at 140 - 150
decibels, which can cause permanent hearing damage. Page 7
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          (March 21 to April 19) Untangling personal prob-
               lems might take more time than the Impatient
               Lamb expected. But it's important to hang in
               there until all those knotty situations are 
               straightened out.
              (April 20 to May 20) You still need to work 
               out last-minute snags in your dealings with a 
               rival. Hold your ground despite a perceived 
               lack of support. Things should turn around be-
               fore you know it.
             (May 21 to June 20) It's best not to delay pre-
               paring for an upcoming family event. The soon-
               er you get things started, the better chance you
               have of finding potential problems and making
               needed changes. 
              (June 21 to July 22) The romantic Moon Child
               might be reluctant to see the reality behind an 
               "ideal" situation. But by midweek, the practical
               Crab emerges to help clear away the moon-
               beams.
     (July 23 to August 22) Although the Big Cat might
               be receptive to more "purr-suasion" to get you
               to agree to a workplace change, make sure that
               you can distinguish the fine line between facts
               and flattery.
             (August 23 to September 22) Your positive att-
               itude in the workplace helps to get you noticed
               by the right people. Now go ahead and use 
               some of this new self-confidence to help shore
               up a personal relationship.

        (September 23 to October 22) Although you
               might still have to work out some problems
               with a business partner, things go more smoo-
               thly on the home front. Meanwhile, an invest-
               ment opportunity might need more study.
                 (October 23 to November 21) Don't be re-
               luctant to act on your suspicions. Even if oth- 
               ers see nothing wrong, the astute Scorpio 
               could sense and underlying problem that isn't
               always obvious on the surface.
                              (November 22 to December 21) A 
               new opportunity presents some obstacles that
               need to be dealt with as soon as possible. 
               Delaying action in hopes that the problems 
               will go away could be counterproductive.
                         (December 22 to January 19) A friend
               or family member's request might carry some
               hidden factors that could later create prob-
               lems. Be sure you know all the facts before 
               you make your decision.
                     (January 20 to February 18) A setback in
               implementing a plan could turn out to be a 
               blessing in disguise. Use the downtime to re-
               work your original concepts and see where 
               changes could be made.
            (February 19 to March 20) You might not be 
               consciously fishing for compliments, but admit
               it - won't you feel great when your efforts are
               noticed? Accept the praise gracefully. 
               You've earned it!
                      Your love of beauty in your personal life 
extends to your efforts to protect and preserve the 
natural world around you.

May 4th, 2025
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*On May 19, 1536, Anne Boleyn, the unfortunate second wife of 
England's King Henry VIII, was beheaded at the Tower of London
on charges including adultery, incest and conspiracy against the 
king, after just three years of marriage.
*On May 20, 1992, in an attempt to end the blight of graffiti van-
dalism, the Chicago City Council passed an ordinance banning the
retail sale of spray paint and large markers within city limits, 
describing them as "weapons of terror."
*On May 21, 1758, 10-year-old Mary Campbell was abducted from 
her home in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, by members of the
Lenape tribe and ended up becoming an icon of the French and 
Indian War.
At age 16, she was returned to a European settlement in the cap-'
tive release orchestrated by Colonel Henry Bouquet at the conclu-
sion of Pontiac's War.
*On May 22, 1802, Martha Dandridge Custis Washington, widow of
President George Washington, died of a "severe fever" at her 
Mount Vernon home at the age of 70. Though she was a devoted
wife, she did not entirely enjoy her role as "Lady Washington"
and once confessed that she felt "more like a state prisoner than
anything else."
*On May 23, 1979, rocker Tom Petty declared bankruptcy in an 
effort to free himself from his contract with Shelter Records.
*On May 24, 1964, a referee's call in the last minutes of a close
soccer match between Peru and Argentina at the National Sta-
dium in Lima, Peru, sparked a riot that resulted in the deaths 
of more than 300 fans. Another 500 people were injured.
*On May 25, 2020, George Floyd was killed by Derek Chauvin, a
white Minneapolis policeman who knelt on his neck for nearly
10 minutes. Floyd's death was recorded by bystanders and in-
cited nationwide protests resulting in the imposition of cur-'
fews in more than 200 American cities and the activation of 
the National Guard throughout half the country. Chauvin was
arrested on multiple charges and eventually sentenced to 
more than two decades in prison.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Answers
1. Wyoming.
2. Strategic Homeland Intervention,  

Enforcement and Logistics Division.
3. James Thurber.
4. 52.
5. “Cheers.”
6. 1952 in Salt Lake City, Utah.
7. Six.
8. James Madison.
9. Valentina Tereshkova.
10. A platypup or puggle.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Test 
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Knowledge

                              ANSWERS        
1.  Wyoming
2. Strategic Homeland Intervention
    Enforcement and Logistics Division.
3. James Thurber.
4. 52.
5. "Cheers."
6. 1952 in Salt Lake City, Utah.'
7. Six.
8. James Madison.
9. Valentina Tereshkova.
10. A platypup or puggle.
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              Now Here's A Tip
              628 Virginia Drive
              Orlando, FL 32803

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc

Pass the recycling habit on to the next generation!
Getting your kids involved in the process shows 
them the importance of recycling. Set up a corner
in the backyard with bins for plastic, paper, and 
glass and have the kids make signs using the 
various symbols. Enlist their help in keeping up 
with the compost pile, too!

GOES GREEN



Are You A Treasure 

Hunter?

Well, Guess What! If you 

come visit us, you might just 

find the  motherlode! 

115 W Victory Way, Craig, CO
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Safety Signs

The words "Stop, Look, Listen" might evoke song titles, chidhood 
lessons or everyday common sense. The phrase comes from the 
1800s; specifically, from the advent of railroads. Railroad travel 
was revolutionary, but, like most emerging technologies, brought 
new dangers along with its advantages. It quickly became clear 
that some safety measures had to be taken to avoid collisions at 
crossings. The first safety precautions were simple signs. Today, 
the familiar design is an X-shaped sign reading "Railroad Cross-
ing" and usually accompanied by flashing lights and alarms. 
Earlier signs were differ-
ent, like this cast-iron oval 
reminding its reader to 
"Stop Look Listen," which 
sold at Copake  Auction Inc. for $1,062 against a presale estimate 
of $200 to $300. It may have been a very early sign, made at a time 
when most people didn't realize how long a braking distance a 
train required and therefore may have expected an approaching 
train to be able to stop before it reached the crossing. Instead of 
simply alerting the reader to what they are approaching, the sign 
states exactly what to do.
Q: I have 12 German beer steins I received from my great-grand-
father. He brought them over from Germany in the late 1800s.

“Stop. Look. Listen"
It’s always good  

advice, especially 
when there are 

train  tracks 
nearby.
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I would like to know where I can find out about their value and any
information about where to look.
A: Beer steins, like almost anything related to beer and breweries,
are popular collectibles. By the 1800s, most German beer steins 
were made of stoneware and had pewter lids. they also have been 
made of other materials, like porcelain, pewter, silver, wood or ivory.
The most famous German beer steins are known as Mettlach be-
cause they were made by the Villeroy and Boch pottery factory in 
the town of Mettlach. Check the base of your steins for marks. Mett-
lach steins have a mark that looks like a castle. They also have a date
number code to help identify them. If your steins have "Geschutz" or
"Musterschutz" written on them, those are not company names; they
mean "patented" or "registered design." There are many books about
beer stein collecting that can help you identify and value yours.  "The
Beer Stein Book" and "The Mettlach Book," both by Gary Kirsner, are
especially helpful. Look for them and other beer stein books at your
local library. You can also contact a collector's club, like Stein Collec-
tors International (stein-collectors.org) for more information.

TIP: Clean out dirt and rust from an old iron piece by spraying it 
with oven cleaner. Put it in sealed bag for an hour or two, then
rub the spray off with a nylon scouring pad.

                                        CURRENT PRICES
Basket, tray, Northwest Coast Salish, round, coiled, four spokes,
alternating brown and black, shallow rim, side handles, 10 inches,
$85.
Toy, Rocky, caveman, on wheeled disc, vinyl head, lithographed 
tin body, battery operated, box, Japan, $150.
World War II, parade prop, airplane, P-51 Mustang Fighter Plane,
signed by 12 Tuskegee Airmen, foam plastic, metal, 32 x 36 inches,
$675.
Textile, pennant, U.S. Navy, commissioning, U.S. flag, 24 stars, app-
lique, hand sewn, c. 1830, 90 inches, $2,015.

For more collecting news, tips and resources, visit:
                                www.Kovels.com 

May 11th, 2025

                               ANSWERS
1. "The Streak," by Ray Stevens, in 1974. 
    Astonishingly, this song about a streak-
    er climbed international charts, includ-
    ing the U.S., the U.K., Australia, Ireland 
    and Canada. "The Streak: was one of do-
    zens of songs on the same topic that 
    year.
2. David Clayton-Thomas of Blood, Sweat
    & Tears in 1969. The song won a Gram-
    my for Best Instrumental Arrangement.
3. Stevie Wonder and Paul McCartney, in 
    1982. Penned by McCartney, , it was his
    first time singing a duet with another 
    artist.
4. "Call Me," by Blondie in 1980. The song
    song topped the Hot 100 chart for six
    weeks.
5. "He Ain't Heavy, He's My Brother," orig-
    inally by Kelly Gordon, in 1969. But it 
    was the Hollies that made the song a 
    hit. The song has been covered by num-
    erous others, including Bill Medley and
    Neil Diamond.
                 2025 King Features Syndicate
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Pick up your FREE 
copy of Tidbits at 
these great busi-
nesses as well as 

many more!

For a complete list of places toget a FREE copy 
of Tidbitsvisit our website:

www.nwcotidbits.com

Ethan O'Mailia
Ethan.OMailia@cofibc.com

415 W. Victory Way
Craig, CO 81625

970-824-8143
Cell 970-629-0886

Answer in May 18th Issue

Looking for fun 

stu� to do?

Check out the

 Local Event 

Section at 

www.nwcotidbits.com
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