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Q: What do you call a noodle in disguise?

A: An Impasta!
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LAUGHS AT

BAD DISGUISES
by Janet Spencer

Bad burglars often choose bad disguises. Here are 
a few examples!
               GUMBY, MINUS POKEY
* In the 1960s, a children' show featured a vaguely 
human-shaped green Claymation character named 
Gumby, along with his sidekick, an orange pony nam-
ed Pokey. But Gumby was never cut out for crime. 
In 2011, Jacob Kiss donned a Gumby costume. 
Along with a (normally dressed) sidekick, he entered 
a 7-Eleven in San Diego. When he announced the 
robbery, the store clerk thought it was a prank. 
Jacob Kiss threatened to use his gun, and began fum-
bling through the bulky folds of the costume in an att-
empt to nd his weapon. Instead, all he managed to do 
was disgorge the content of his pants pocket, amount-
ing to 26 cents onto the oor.
* After both had ed the scene, empty, handed and 
now down by 26 cents, the clerk continued to be-
lieve it was a prank. When the store manager arr-
ived the next morning and reviewed the security 
footage, he disagreed, and called the cops to report 
the attempted hold-up. The clerk, not being famil-
iar with the Gumby-and-Pokey show, described the 
perp as "a green SpongeBob Square Pants." The 
security footage quickly went viral. Jacob Kiss and 
his normally dressed accomplice, Jason Giramma, 
turned themselves in.    (cont. on page 2)
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BAD DISGUISES
(cont. from Front Cover)

            THE WEIRDO IN CLOWN PANTS      
* Dennis Hawkins, a 48-year-old Pittsburgh resi-
dent, knew he would need a disguise to rob a local 
bank in 2010. However, he never got the memo ab-
out blending into the background or being incons-
picuous. His brilliant outt included a blond wig, 
fake breasts, and brightly colored clown pants. Al-
though he was trying to look like a typical woman,
he didn't bother to shave his beard. He robbed the 
bank using a realistic-looking toy BB gun he had
recently shoplifted. Hawkins got away with an un-
disclosed amount of cash.

* Shortly after eeing the scene of the crime, police
received  call from a clerk at a nearby gas station
stating that a man wearing a wig and clown pants
was trying to steal a car. Hawkins, now covered in
red dye from an exploding dye pack, got into a wo-
man's parked car, at which point she quickly exit-'
ed the car, taking the keys with her. Hawkins was 
still sitting the car, trying to gure out his next 
move, when cops arrived.
                          SPIDERMAN
Peter Parker would never have done such a thing, 
but Daniel Bradley didn't hesitate. In 2012, in Mer-
ced, California, Bradley donned a Spiderman cost-
ume, grabbed a metal pipe as a weapon, and tried 
to rob a woman who had just parked her car. When
he insisted she hand over her purse, she ran off 
screaming for the cops. 
,                          
         

A bystander, having witnessed the unusual crime,
called the police. Bradley took off running down the
street, hurling the metal pipe into the shrubbery. 
Surprisingly enough, the Spiderman costume made
it easy for the cops to spot him as they responded to
the scene. When they asked him why he was wear-
ing a Spiderman costume, 22-year-old Bradley free-
ly admitted that it was part of his disguise. The 
part of the disguise he had neglected to don was the
face mask. Both the bystander and the victim easi-
ly identied him. 
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CRAIG'S HOMETOWN
HUB FOR ALL YOUR

STORAGE NEEDS!

FIRST MONTH FREE!

970-824-6464
craigstorage.com

CRAIG

 Craig Self Storage            Durose Storage

 Hurricane Storage          Northwest Storage

Clay Street Storage        Mack Lane Storage    

                            Bulldog Storage       

                Northwest Mobile Storage        

Serving The Entire
Yampa Valley Area!

BAD DISGUISES

     PAPER OR PLASTIC? PLASTIC!
* In 2012, in Cornwall, England, 41-year- old Jamie
Neil and 20-year-old Gareth Tilley were sitting around 
getting drunk and stoned when they decided it would 
be a good idea to rob a nearby gas station. Needing a 
disguise, Tilley grabbed a scarf and wrapped it around 
his face. But Neil couldn't nd another scarf. However, 
he did nd a plastic bag, of the type used for produce 
at the grocery store. Thus prepared they entered the 
store, announced the robbery, and because they did 
not own a gun - Tilley pointed his phone directly at the 
clerk and threatened to shoot. Unfortunately for the 
pair, the phone's screen lit up with a soft blue light 
just then, which guns typically don't do. The clerk re-
fused to cooperate with the big robbery plans and trip-
ped the alarm. Neil head-butted the clerk, and the pair 
made off with a couple of bottles of booze. The cops ex-
amined surveillance footage were easily able to identi-
fy Neil despite his brilliant plastic bag disguise. A  cop 
recognized him walking down the street a couple of 
days later. They each spent two years in prison.
          DARTH VADER: I AM YOUR ROBBER
2015 in a galaxy far, far, away, Jacob Mercer went to 
the dark side and decided to rob a nearby convenience 
store. To disguise himself for the robbery in Jackson-
ville Beach, Florida, he donned a Darth Vader helmet, 
a Darth Vader plastic mask, and a sweatshirt resemb-
ling Darth Vader. Instead of using a lightsaber, he used 
a gun. The stunned store clerk, after realizing it 
wasn't a joke, lobbed (according to various reports) 
either a bottle of wine or a glass jar of salad dressing 
at the evil overlord. They landed square in the middle 
of Mercer's face, fracturing the plastic mask and cut-
ting him badly. He ed in his car and was shortly app-
rehended at a house three blocks away where he'd 
been staying  with a friend. 

                       THE DUCT TAPE FACIAL
* In 2007 in Ashland, Kentucky, Kasey Kazee decided
to rob a liquor store. He didn't have a good disguise at
hand, so he used what he did have handy: duct tape. 
He encased nearly his entire head and face, leaving 
just enough room to see and breathe. Entering the 
Shamrock Liquors store, he demanded cash. While the
clerk was doling out the money (starting with rolls of
change), the store manager grabbed a club wrapped in
(ironically) duct tape and commenced walloping. 
Kazee ed, but another employee tackled him in the 
parking lot and held him til the cops arrived.
* You'd think that it would be painful for Kazeee when 
the cops ripped off the duct tape, but he had been swea-
ting so much that it peeled off easily. The Duct Tape
Bandit was sentenced to 10 years for second-degree
robbery. 
                       THE BUCKET BANDIT
* In 2013, 23-year-old Richard Boudreaux decided to 
rob a restaurant while it was closed. Kenny's Seafood
in Slidell, Louisiana, had once employed Boudreaux, 
but they had parted ways. Boudreaux apparently felt
he needed to get even with the restaurant's owner. On
the night of the burglary, he arrived wearing camou-
age pants, a camouage shirt, and even camouage
gloves. However, he had forgotten a camo mask, or any
sort of mask. Thinking quickly, he grabbed a nearby 
ve-gallon bucket and put that over his head. As he 
made his way through the darkened restaurant, he had
to lift the bucket several times to see where he was go-
ing. This was enough for security cameras to get a good
look at his face. Boudreaux managed to make off with 
$350 cash. To top off his night, he broke into a nearby
pawn shop - still wearing his bucket - to steal guns. 
Cops caught up with him at his home the next day after
the restaurant owner easily identied him from sur-
veillance footage.

GOES GREEN

If you stacked up all the paper an
average American uses in a year,
the pile would be as tall as a two-
story house. In Germany, the most
advanced pulp mills produce a piece
of paper using only seven times its
weight in water. Around the world,
older factories use up to 100 times 
this amount.
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* It was August 10. 2017. The St. Louis Cardinals were 
up against the Kansas City Royals. The Cardinals were 
behind 5 - 4 in the bottom of the sixth. The bases 
were loaded with only one out left. Yadier Molina 
stepped up to the plate. Just then, a cat appeared.
* It was a young tabby. The game halted as the cat zip-
ped here and zoomed there, searching for a way out. 
The crowd went wild.
* Lucas Hackmann, from the ground crew, went to 
capture the cat. With 88,000 fans watching, he ran 
onto the field, cornered the cat, and picked him up. 
He held the frightened cat like a football and ran for 
the dugout. The cat fought back. A cheer went up 
from the crowd for every claw mark, bite, and 
scratch he received. Hackmann made it as far as the 
dugout before he dropped the cat in self-defense.
* The cat vanished. Hackmann made a speedy trip to 
the emergency room. By the time the bleeding stop-
ped, he was already famous, dubbed "The Cat Guy" 
as the video of the episode ricocheted around the 
world. Nurses clustered, asking for selfies and auto-
graphs.
* Then the game resumed. On the very next pitch, 
Yadier Molina smashed a grand slam into the stands, 
and the Cardinals won 8 - 5.
* Superstitious fans and players attributed this rem-
arkable win to the feline, now dubbed Rally Cat. 

Suddenly, everyone wanted to know where Rally Cat 
had gone, and ten thousand people wanted to adopt 
that cat.
* A fan who lived nearby found the alley cat cowering 
in a corner. She claimed it was hers, confiscated it, by-
passed security, and began walking to her house. Sud-
denly, Rally Cat was startled and leaped from her 
arms, disappearing into the night. She admitted her 
actions to the clamoring media in the hopes that 
someone would find the cat. The following day, a 
crew from the Stl Louis Feral Cat Outreach (STLFCO) 
showed up with traps. 
*Just 29 hours after the cat rocketed to fame, he was 
eating tuna inside a trap. The cat was ushered to a 
safe house.

* For the next month, a battle over custody of Rally 
Cat ensued. As soon a the new broke that Rally Cat 
had been found, members of STLFCO were over-
whelmed by requests to adopt him, interview him, 
and pose for pictures with him. Instead, they trans-
ported Rally Cat in secret to a vet to be checked out, 
vaccinated, and chipped, with STLFCO listed as the 
owner. The Cardinals demanded the cat be turned
over to them. The STLFCO announced that the cat 
would be held in quarantine for rabies testing. STL-
FCO used the publicity to focus attention on the 
thousands of other feral cats roaming the streets.
* The Cardinals wanted to adopt the cat as a team 
mascot, raising him in the clubhouse, trotting him 
out to show off during games, and inviting reporters 
to do feature stories. STLFCO thought this was not a 
suitable environment for a cat. A full-on catfight ev-
olved, STLFCO received death threats. They hired a 
lawyer to deal with the Cardinals. More headlines 
ensued. 
* STLFCO stood firm. the Cardinals finally backed 
down and made a generous donation to the cause. 
Four months later, STLFCO announced that Rally 
Cat had been adopted, and was now officially retired.
His new family, whose identity was secret, reported
that Rally Cat likes lounging in his catio, is afraid of
the vacuum, and drools when he's happy. His name
is now R.C.
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* Eugene was a U.S. Army Air Corps pilot during World
 War II. After the war ended, he began working as a 
commercial pilot for Pan Am. This was just at the time
when Pan Am started offering the first round-the-
world trips. Eugene, at age 26, was the 3rd officer on a 
fateful leg of one of these routes.
* The journey of Pan Am Flight 121 on June 18, 1947, 
started in Karachi, heading for Istanbul, but things 
went haywire. Eugene took over for the pilot to give 
him a break. During that break, one of the four engines
began malfunctioning, so Eugene shut it down to pre-
vent overheating. When the pilot returned, he agreed 
with the decision because planes could usually fly just 
fine on three engines. The pilot, trying to make it to an
airport where repairs could be made, bypassed several 
chances to land the plane safely - and suddenly, it was
too late.
* Under the increased strain, one of the three remain-
ing engines overheated. The heat caused some of the
magnesium-based parts to ignite. The engine fell off 
the wind, severing the gas line and spraying gas. The 
pilot told Eugene to go tell the passengers to prepare 
for a rough landing.

* The plane came down hard in the middle of the 
Syrian Desert at 3:30 a.m. Fifteen on board were 
killed, including seven crew and eight passengers. 
But 22 people were still alive. There were only 
three crew members left: Eugene, a purser, and a 
stewardess.
* Because the fuselage had been ripped open, 
many passengers were able to leap directly from 
the burning plane to the ground below. Eugene, 
despite having broken rib, helped injured passen-
gers out until the flames became too intense. The 
last person off the plane died in Eugene's arms.
* In complete darkness, Eugene, as the senior offi-
cer, organized triage of the injured. He did not 
know if a distress signal had been sent, or if any-
one knew their location or their situation. When 
dawn broke, he could see telegraph poles in the 
distance. He sent one search party to follow the 
lines in one direction and another party in the 
other direction. Meanwhile, local tribesmen came
upon the wreckage and took the opportunity to 
loot as much as possible. Shocked survivors barely
managed to hold on to what little had been salv-
aged from the wreckage, including first aid kits,
several warm coats, and an inflatable raft that pro-
vided shade when propped up.
* One of the search parties found a Syrian military
post just 4 miles (6 km) away. Troops arrived at 
the wreck by mid-morning, and Syrian planes ev-
acuated the 22 survivors to the nearest hospital.
*Although Eugene was awarded a Civil Aeronau-
tics commendation for his efforts after the crash,
he was done with flying.

He resigned form his position with Pan Am. Instead, he
became a cop for a short while and then decided that he
wanted to be a writer. His writing led him to the burg-
eoning world of television
* In 1966, a science fiction show that he created became
a smash hit. Eugene Wesley Roddenberry, known as 
Gene, created a show called "Star Trek." In 1985, Gene
Roddenberry became the first television writer to rec-
eive a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. He was in-
ducted into the Science Fiction Hall of Fame as well as
the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences Hall of Fame.
Years after he died in 1991, Eugene was one of the first
humans to have their ashes carried into space.

What's red, looks like a bucket, is shaped like a bucket and

holds  water?

A red bucket.

What's blue, looks like a bucket, is shaped like a bucket and

holds water?

A red bucket in disguise!



     SAGITTARIUS

     CAPRICORN        

     AQUARIUS

     SCORPIO

     PISCES

ARIES    

TAURUS      

GEMINI

BORN THIS WEEK:
      LIBRA  
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         (March 21 to April 19) You might feel like you have
                all the answers right now. But it might be wise 
                to listen to other ideas before you decide to 
                close the lid on other possibilities.
             (April20 to May 20) Bovines give and expect 
                loyalty, so it might not be easy to reconcile with
                someone you feel let you down. Why not ask a 
                neutral party to set up a clear-the-air meeting?
            (May 21 to June 20) Anticipating the holidays 
                with family and friends fuels your must-do 
                Gemini energies. But try to pace yourself so 
                 that you'll be up for whatever comes along 
                 later.
             (June 21 to July 22) More background inform-
                 ation might come through regarding a decision
                 you expect to make. Be sure to check the 
                 source carefully before you move.
     (July 23 to August 22) The strong, nurturing nature
                 of the Lion comes through this week as you 
                 reach out to family and friends in need of your
                 warm and loving support.
             (August 23 to September 22) A relationship 
                 that has almost  totally unraveled could be 
                 close to being restored with more effort on 
                 your part to be more patient and less judg-
                 mental.
                September 23 to October 22) Your sense of 
                fair play is strong this week, which can cause a 
                problem with a longtime relationship. But in the
                end, you'll know what decision to make.

                   (October 23 to November 21) You 
               might not know all the facts behind an
               unwelcome development, so keep your
               Scorpion temper in check and resist 
               lashing out at anyone.
                              (November 22 to December
               21) This is a good time to reinforce re-
               lationships with family, friends and 
               colleagues that might have been over-
               looked in recent years.
                          (December 22 to January 19)
               Family situations continue to thrive. 
               Business associations also improve.
               Some holiday plans might have to be 
               shifted a bit. Be flexible.
                      (January 20 to February 18) Av-
               oid any influence of negative energy in
               this week's aspect by not allowing 
               small problems to grow into large ones.
               Work them out immediately.
                (February 19 to March 20) A friend
               might need advice on how to deal with
               a challenge to their moral values. And 
               who better than you to give the honest
                answer? Good luck!
                             You have a sense of honor and
determination that is palpable and inspires oth-
ers to follow your lead.
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More than just a smoke shop!

WE HAVE MOVED!! COME VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION AT 

239 E. VICTORY WAY
WHERE WE WILL STILL OFFER A WIDE  SELECTION OF SMOKING 

ACCESSORIES & OTHER CURIOUSITIES PLUS SO MUCH MORE!

970-439-0785

A:

Q:

* * *

"There's a subtle difference between look-
ing like a master of disguise and looking 
         like a complete moron."
~           

This mirror with 
an embroidered  
frame was made 
in the 20th cen-
tury in the style 
of the William 
and Mary period.

Crewel Embroidery
Some antique arts fade in popularity, but are never truly 
lost. Embroidery is one of them. There are surviving ex-
amples of embroidered fabric that date back thousands 
of years. By comparison, the embroidery of 17th and 
18th century Europe and Colonial America seems much 
more modern. This was the heyday of the craft. It had
grown increasingly accessible to amateurs and was est-
ablished as an important part of women''s education. 
Queen Mary II who co-ruled England with her husband 
William III from 1689 to 1694, was known for the crewel 
embroidery practiced at her court. "Crewel" is a broad 
term for embroidery made with wool thread.  Many ty-
pes of stitches are used and designs often have images 
like owers and animals in vibrant colors and thick tex-
tures. The furniture and decoration style known as Will-
iam and Mary came to the American colonies a little la-
ter than the monarchs' reign in England; the American 
William and Mary period is generally considered to have 
lasted from about 1690 to 1720. This of course included 
embroidery. William and Mary furniture experienced a 
revival around the 1930s.This vintage mirror, which sold 
for $600 at Leland Little 
Auctions, was made about 
that time. Its frame feat-
ures the crewel embroid-
ery in the style of the 17th 
to 18th century, with tradi-
tional plants and animals 
as well as a couple in period costumes.

            I am closing an old country store. All the decor
            was made up of old antiques. I have two "wooden
molds for barrels or baskets" and would like to know if
they are worth anything.
            The "country store" look is a popular decorating 
             style. Molds for baskets or barrels may interest
collectors of antique tools, or a collector may want to 
display them as folk art. Some basket molds can sell for
high prices. 

* * *

Earlier this year, a signed Shaker basket 
mold, 9 inches in diameter and we inches
tall including its maple handle, sold at 
auction for more than$500. Basket mak-
ers' tools without a known maker, date 
and origin sell for lower prices. Smaller,
unsigned basket molds can sell for less 
than $50. We recommend contacting an
auction house that specializes in Ameri-
cana,  country antiques or folk art.

TIP: If a thread in a woven fabric, carpet
or sweataer pulls or tears, do not cut it.
Get a crochet hook or large pin and weave 
the thread into the fabric.

                   CURRENT PRICES
Doll, Mattel, Barbie, Happy Holidays,
Special Edition, blond, long hair, red 
dress, silver sash, box, 1988, 11 inches,
$110
Music, accordion, Venice, Bakelite black,
three buttons, faux mother-of-pearl keys,
strap, case, Italy, mid-1900s, 7 1/2" x 15",
$260.
Furniture, chest, campaign, camphor-
wood, two parts, drop-down desk betw-
een two drawers over three long drawers,
                    turnip feet, 1800s, 42 1/2 inches,
                    $1750.

                     For more collecting news, tips
                     and resources, visit:
                     www.Kovels.com

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Black Phone 2 (R) Mason Thames, Ethan 
Hawke

Regretting You (PG-13) Allison Williams, 
Mckenna Grace 

3. Chainsaw Man - The Movie: Reze Arc (R) 
Kikunosuke Toya, Tomori  Kusunoki

4. KPop Demon Hunters (PG) 
Arden Cho, May Hong

5. Bugonia (R) Jesse Plemons, 
Aidan Delbis

6. Back to the Future (PG) 
Michael J. Fox, Christopher  Lloyd

7. Springsteen: Deliver Me from Nowhere (PG) 
Jeremy Allen White, Jeremy  Strong

8. Tron: Ares (PG-13) 
Jared Leto, Greta Lee

9. Stitch Head (PG) 
Asa Butterfield, Joel Fry

10. Good Fortune (R) Keanu Reeves, Blanca 
Araceli
       © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

                                         ~ Andrew Greiner                                            



2n� Annua� Sip & Shop

December 4t�, 2025
4 p.�. t� 7 p.�.

Win� & Snack�Whil� Yo� 
Brows� Our Variou� Vendor�

Stor� Wid� Sal�! 
10% t� 50% Off Everythin�!

Kic� off your holida� seaso� whil� yo� chec� off 
gi�� o� your Christma� lis� an� enjo� th� spiri� 

of th� seaso� wit� our vendor�!

Get your FREE copy of Tidbits at 
these great businesses!

5 Visit www.nwcotidbits.com to see a complete list 
of locations where Tidbits is available

LUBE

PLUS



By Lucie Winborne

.Bank robber Willie Sutton was a master of disguise, often showing up dressed as a Western Union messenger, a
maintenance man, a cop, a diplomat, or a window cleaner. He once escaped prison by dressing as a prison guard.

* * *
© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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ELDT 
Certication
FMCSA 
Certication
Courses for 
Classes A, B, &
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Licenses
3rd Party Final
Driving Test

1st Time Student
Driver
Reinstatements
30 Hr. Online or
Classroom Courses
6 Hr. Driving Course
with Instructor
Colorado State
Permit Testing &
Final Driving
Tests

CDL 
TRAINING
SERVICES 
OFFERED:

DRIVER
CERTIFICATION

SERVICES 
OFFERED FOR:
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FUNNY QUOTES 

     BY FAMOUS PEOPLE 
November 16th, 2025

* When hammering a nail, try this  save-your-
nger trick: Use a clothespin to hold the nail 
steady, and then use your hammer to drive it 
in. Hammering  into the wall? Push the nail 
through a strip of cardboard, and hold the 
cardboard over the right spot. No more bang-
ed up ngers or thumbs!
* “Exfoliation can be easy if you  already have 
a bag or jar of Epsom salts. Soak in a warm 
bath and rub the  salts over your skin to gent-
ly scrub dead skin away. A little essential oil  
might help, too!” — D.D. in Florida
* Got plastic packaging that is a pain to get 
open? Use your can opener, run along the sides, 
to break into your packages. It works!
* To get keys on a key chain easily, use a staple 
remover to create an opening to slip the keys 
on. It is very effective and will keep you from 
being frustrated. 
* A great use for those old knee high stockings 
(no runs!): Stuff with a mix of crystalized 
kitty litter and scent boosting beads you 
nd in the laundry aisle. 
You can stuff these in stinky shoes to fresh-
en and deodorize. The litter wicks 
away moisture from sweaty feet, and the 
scent boosters last for a good long while.
* “Need a new look for a favorite sweater? 
Change out your buttons. It’s such a small 
thing and a big change in look!” — E.L. in 
Massachusetts
* Skunk run-in? Try this mix before  you 
buy pricey de-stink shampoos at  the pet 
store. Mix a quart of 3% peroxide, a tea-
spoon or two of dish soap, 1/4 cup of bak-
ing soda and quart of room temp water. 
Apply to pet, and work deep into the fur. 
Massage in for ve minutes and rinse thor-
oughly.
Send your tips to:
               Now Here’s a Tip 
               628 Virginia Drive
               Orlando, FL 32803.
     © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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5 Tanning Bed Stations
    Lay Down or Stand Up

One Time Visit  or Multiple Visit
Package Pricing

Large Variety of Tanning 
Products Available

Open 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
(No Appointment Necessary)

470 Washington St.
Craig, CO 

970-824-2271

*  *  *

Get your FREE copy of Tidbits at 
these great businesses!

The Copy Shop 
Computer Corner

51 E 
4th St

970
824
4758

Visit www.nwcotidbits.com to see a complete list 
of locations where Tidbits is available6

Make Slow-Cook 
Applesauce for a 
Tasty Fall Treat

iTIt wasn't exactly a pretty picture when an unexpected 
snowfall blanketed the Twin Cities on a weekend a few
years back. We simply weren't ready for the cold temps 
and a whiteout of fall colors at the very same time that 
our World Series hopes were dashed when the Yankees
triumphed over the Twins with a three-game sweep.
Since we were feeling and acting noticeably glum in our
household, it was a moment to step up to the plate with
the familiar adage that I had repeated to the kids when 
they were young and the lemon of life had just turned 
sour on their hopes and dreams: "OK, you guys, when 
life gives you lemons, make lemonade."
But we don't grow lemons in Minnesota so we proceeded
to do the next best thing. We rooted through the closet 
for mismatched mittens and hats, went out in the back-
yard to our spindly apple tree, picked our last 10 apples
from snow-laden branches, and collectively mused, "So 
when life gives you 10 juicy apples, turn them into apple-
sauce!" And this is exactly what we did.
For a change of pace, we put aside our traditional stove-
top recipe and instead sliced and diced all 10 apples, and
tossed them in the slow cooker with some water, sugar, 
and a dash of cinnamon. It was a success!
As the apple sputtered and gurgled to their own rhythm,
the sweet and fragrant apple-cinnamon aroma permeated 
every room of our house. As for life lessons, once we put
a positive spin on the situation, we enjoyed cozy indoor 
time together, and we were no doubt the better for it.
You don't need a "when live gives you lemons" moment
to reap the benefits of this yummy and aromatic recipe. 
Just count up 10 apples, and you're on your way to a 
special fall treat. Here's what you'll need to turn the 
apples into 5-6 cups of tasty homemade applesauce:

10 large apples, peeled, cored, and sliced or cut 
                       into chunks
1/2 cup water
1/4 to 1/2 cup sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
Pinch of nutmeg (optional)

Stir ingredients together in a slow cooker. It should
be about 3/4 full. Set on the low setting and cook
for about 8 hours. mash with a potato masher be-
fore serving for a smoother mixture, if you wish.
Enjoy on hot breakfast cereal, granola, pancakes 
and waffles in the morning, as a snack in the aft-
ernoon, or over vanilla ice cream for dessert after
the evening meal.

Donna Erickson creates relationships and comm-
unity through food and fun. Find more to nourish
and delight you at:
                 www.donnaerickson.com 

* * *

© 2025 Donna Erickson
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11/23            National Hospice Month
11/24            What Do You Love About America Day
11/25             National Parfait Day
11/26             Buy Nothing Day
11/27             Aura Awareness Day 
11/28             Red Planet Day
11/29             Electronic Greetings Day

red

Snow Removal
     Custom DecksLandscaping

Kevin James

970-819-0692
advanced.Sol.llc@gmail.com
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Holidays & Observances This Week

11/23  National Hospice Month
11/24  What Do You Love About America Day          
11/25   National Parfait Day
11/26   Buy Nothing Day
11/27   Aura Awareness Day
11/28   Red Planet Day
11/29   Electronic Greetings Day
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ANSWERS

UTV RENTALS

csoffroadrentals.com

970-270-5755

Get your FREE copy of Tidbits at 
these great businesses!

The Copy Shop 
Computer Corner

51 E 
4th St

970
824
4758

Visit www.nwcotidbits.com to see a complete list 
of locations where Tidbits is available6

Social Security Increase For 2026
The news is in, aweek  late this year due to the       
current government shutdown: The expected in-
crease in Social  Security benets will be 2.8% 
for  2026.
For the average monthly benet of  $2,015, that 
equates to an increase of  $56, up to $2,071 for 
2026 for a single person. For a couple, the $88 in-
crease  will net a $3,028 
monthly benet for 2026. The actual Social Sec-
urity increase  will be less, however, because, as 
is  typical, the Part B cost has gone up. A $21.50 \
increase will bring the monthly  cost up to 
$206.50, and that comes out  of the Social Secur-

ity benet. The COLA (cost of living adjust-
ustment) is calculated every year by the 
price index from third quarter 2024 to third 
quarter 2025. Once again  they’ve used the 
Consumer Price  Index for Urban Wage Ear-
ners and  Clerical Workers (CPI-W), which 
many think is the wrong index. (How many 
of us are clerical workers?)To be more accu-
rate, the Social Security  increase should be 
calculated by the Consumer Price Index for 
Elderly  People (CPI-E), as that has the 
costs  and expenses more in line with where 
seniors spend money. Meanwhile, Medicare 
open enrollment will be in effect until Dec. 7. 
You still have time to look over your options 
and see if you need to make  some changes. 
For example, are you taking different drugs? 
Visiting your doctor more now? Then there 
is your current plan — has the cost changed 
or any of the benets you get? You can re-
view plans in your area at Medicare.gov/plan
-compare. 

Remember, scammers are everywhere 
and would love to have your Social 
Security information. They’ll app-
roach in person, via mail, on the inter-
net or over the phone. Don’t give  out 
your personal information!
If you suspect fraud, you can make a  
report at oig.ssa.gov/report or call the  
Inspector General’s Fraud Hotline at  
800-269-0271.
             © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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European Mounts            Shoulder Mounts
Rugs of All Sizes             Life Size Mounts

Jason Bugay

970-629-8823
Showroom & Drop Off at: 

   AGP Processing
  1176 Yampa Ave. Craig, CO 81625

Foxhill Firearms
Instruction

Answer in the  November 30th Issue

 Beyer & Associates3D Real Estate

CYNTHIA DAUGHTREY ESQ.

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
& COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

)Office                          Cell

970-276-8036     303-548-9659
https://3drealestate.co/ 
https://www.beyerandassociates.com/

123 Jefferson Ave.     P.O. Box 400     Hayden, CO 81639

For Additional Information Call: Dawn Bevel @ 970-714-1414

Centennial Mall    1111 W. Victory Way     Craig, CO

December 12th, 13th & 14th, 2025
Hours: 

December 12th & 13th ~ 10am - 6:30pm
December 14th ~ 10am - 4pm

Christmas Craft 

               &

    Vendor Show
Saturday, December 13th, 2025    
        10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pictures While You Wait

4x6 Photo - $10 Each
Each Additional Photo - $5

Santa's 

Choice

Donation

Pictures 
With 

Santa!!


