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@: What happens to a chipmunk
during mating season?
A: They get kinda squirrelly!

FU'LS.Q!‘VICQ«ASSISEQU,QQSlnce-2003 e
———-—

==—=We work with all'i mcuor insurance carriers, and-then Some!
Medicare Questions- We do that. too!

Direct.Phone 303-944-7604

Volume 25

:3 oAl Little PaperEverRead >

npf\rs CONSIDERS | @ ‘ Th'e S !,,op %

LOVE AFFAIKg Computer Corne

by Janet Spencer

Biologists agree that life's main purpose is to find a
mate and leave DNA behind before dying. Here are
some examples of outrageously weird ways some
creatures accomplish this [eat.

MATING MAYHEM craig, co_ 970-824-4758
* A species of Australian insect-eating marsupial % ﬁ

51 E 4th St

mouse called Antechinus has developed slightly un-
usual mating habits. The female mates with as many
partners as she can find. Her brood is born in the (Thank | THIS PVBLICATION IS MADE
spring, at the heightof the insect hatching season. g vn__; > POSSTBLE BY THE ADVERTTS-
Fvery single one of her babies is likely to have a diff- ¢ 7 ERS ~ PLEASE GIVE THEM
erent father. She gives birth to three times as many % ?u‘)?ﬁ”%g’e”;g{gzo_
babies as she can possibly support. Only the strongest DUCTS THEY OFFER!
survive, hidden in her pouch for an inordinately long

time (in mouse terms). The others perish.
*The female Suriname toad transfers her eggs o the Jepa
male for fertilization. The male then deposits the ~ §
fertilized eggs on (he female's back. Her skin grows
over and around the eggs, surrounding each one in

aprotective bubble like baby bees in a honeycomb. 3 TO W
Up 10100 eggs will incubate this way until they reach sl S Ko le]>] ONE
maturity several months later. They depart from iy YOU. | rioonssoms:

their mother as fully formed miniature adult toads,
whereupon Mom sheds her pockmarked skin and
goes in search of a new mate. (cont. on page 2)
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When a female pearlfish shows up, she
swims away after having her eggs fer(-

Hardware
970,824 5581

FI .Tu-'u
970.824.6582

Snow Removal

LOVE AFFAIRS ilized - but (hemale remains inside (he
( cont. from mollusk, where it dies. he mollusk, fin- Landscaping Custom Decks
Front Cover) ding this irritating, coats the dead ]

pearlfish with the same substance that

icuses (0 coat grains of sand and other
*OIf the coast of California lives a singing fish. ~ annovances. Therefore some surprised
The male toadfish builds a nice neston thesea ~ divers cutinto their mollusks hoping
floor and then manipulatesits swim bladder o~ for pearls, and find instead a pearl
"sing" a song (0 woo the ladies. However, there 20\'(31‘0(1 pearlfish. ,
are two different types of male toadfish. The .* Land snails a e hurmaphrqdnlos,
large Alpha toadfish does all the singingand PO l}‘fll'Cf“.“‘l‘l‘m}iu‘% meaning lh?}l'
nest-building. The smaller Sneaker toadfish ;"}lhm 5]1dll‘l{}“"ll]‘{llllg par f"m ferti =
hides nearby. When the Alpha male's song att- ,,“(‘[lh(? (?11‘1"(,1‘5 ."Sg‘“- Bqlh““ ‘ (‘,‘q'mpp(‘,fl‘\\ '“ .
racts a female, she lays her eggs in his nest. .IO“ ( (!‘"‘ljs ‘f h_‘f’\" l_l}(r\ 1}50 '1() SE“I) ,lh(."v]‘p "} mer,
While the Alpha dude is distracted, the puny !1‘15(,.1 tinga %)‘}f‘%‘l(.’,l ll\()m ld‘n‘ “]111\(’}]1})"’11[!‘(}‘]13} v
Sneaker fish dashes in, fertilizes the eggs, and ](;CE:O[} 02 l l(’l“‘ ‘ICI( ’ ‘un‘(‘.( l ‘1_;(’ ; Im v rl‘ ‘I('/“‘l i
then spends weeks guarding the fish eggs that i ;‘], ttoiab 1111(\" .(“‘l‘l'(\ " );"11(‘(11 o
aren'even his, while the female goes on her (156 4 SpIC ((;1(1)11[ (:;] lmﬂ(’,l!;)[ ACTEPEATEAR:
way in search of a different singing fish (o mate - -
with.
*The pearlfsh got its name due (o a very pecul
iar mating method. The male pearlfish darts in-
side a mollusk, where it uses its swim bladder
(o create a vibrating song. The shells of the mol-
lusk act as an amplifier; sending the mating call
outinto the ocean.
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March 22nd, 2026 ~10am to ¢ pm

Centennial Mall
1111 W Victory Way
Craig, CO 81625

Ffor more information contact:
Dawn Bevel @ 970-713-1414

Easter Buﬂny
. Saturday March 21¢t 2026

10am to Spm
Centennial Mall
1111 W Victory Way
Craig, CO
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LOVE AFFAIRS

( cont. from
Front Cover)

*When whales and other bony fish die, they drift
(0 the sea floor, where they are colonized and con-
sumed by bone-eating worms. These worms app-
ear to take rootin the hones of the fallen, disman-

- (ling them gradually through filaments that pen-

etrate deeply into the bones. Scientis(s were cur-
ious when they discovered that every single spe-
cimen they examined was female. Where did the
male bone-eating worms hang out? Not until they
dissected some of the lady worms did the discov-
er that the men are hanging out inside the long,
(ube-like bodies of the women. In fact, each fem-
ale hosted up (o a hundred different males inside
her, each one microscopically small, measuring '
100,000 times smaller than their mates. Fach male
continuously fertilizes whatever eggs the female
is producing. Unable o eat, they soon die and are
replaced by other males who continue the work.
*It's well known that many insect species, such as
ants, termites, and some species of bees, congre-
gate in communities that revolve around the am-
azing egg-laying capacity of their queen. Less well
known is the fact that communities of pistol
shrimp operate in the identical manner. The
queen shrimp, the largest member of the comm-
unity, is completely serviced by the resident King
shrimp, while being [ed and tended to by the my-
riad servant shrimps that surround her. All of this
occurs inside their chosen undersea kingdom,
consisting of a large sponge. The pistol shrimp's
method of procuring food for the Queen and the
colony is to possess spring-loaded claws that
launch seawater at the rate of 105 feet per sec-
ond (32 m), which heats the stream of water to
8,000° T (4,427° €) sending out a shockwave
thackills prey instandly. Pistol shrimp also com-
municate by snapping their claws, warning the
community of threats.
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In 1988, Hasbro introduced Maxie, a doll scaled to

S HASBRO

i '.I.i‘ &

LS e :
* Three Polish brothers moved to the U.S. from Poland
shortly after World War L. Herman, Hillel, and Henry
hassenfeld supported themselves by purchasing left-
over scraps of fabric from textile and clothing factor- 0 :
ies and turning them into other products, such as hat ~ tion. They distribute most of the biggest toys of our
liners. This venture, begun in Providence, Rhode Island day: Tonka, Transformers, Sesame Street characters,

bie clothing. Maxie lasted two years. Hasbro never
again tried to clone Barbie. However, they breathed
new life into their G.L Joe series by releasing set of
G.L Joe figures that were only 3.5 inches (9 cm) tall.
* Today, Hasbro has gobbled up much of the competi

in 1923, eventually grew into one of the world's larg-
est toy conglomerates.

* One of the things they made with the fabric scraps
was liners for pencil boxes. They then began making
pencil boxes, and later expanded into zippered pouch-
es for school supplies. By 1926, they had formed a
company called Hassenfeld Brothers Incorporated,
with 8 members of the family being the only emplo-
yees.

* Next, they also began making their own pencils, fin- i
ding that pencil sales were steady and reliable. Pencil
sales grew steadily over the next several decades, pro-
viding income to experiment with other products.
They pioneered color-by-number art sets. They filled
zippered pencil pouches with basic school supplies,
sold as a kit. By 1930 the firm had 200 employees and
annual sales of $500,000.

* By the late 1930s, the Hassenfeld Brothers experim-
ented by expanding into toy sales. They added medi-
cal sets for junior doctors and nurses. Next came a
ply make-up kit for girls, followed by modeling clay
and the ever-popular Play-Doh. However, the big ex-
plosion occurred after the release of Mr. Potato Head
in 1952. This was the first toy ever marketed on tele-
vision. Hassenfeld Brothers subsequently landed the
license to distribute Disney merchandise.

*Led by a succession of Hassenfeld children and then
grandchildren, the company continued to grow. Their
single most popular product, introduced in 1964, was
the entire G. Joe franchise. With the firm's popularity
soaring, the Hassenfeld Brothers decided a name
change was in order. In 1968, they shortened the name
to Hasbro.

billion in revenue each year, unsurpass
company on the planet.

My OH MY, 1 CAN'T
HELP BUT WONDER WHAT

While Jem posted strong initial sales, her popularity
quickly faded, and she was retired after only one year.

match Barbie's dimensions, allowing her to wear Bar-

Cabbage Patch, and many more. They pull in over $6 *
ed by any toy
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* By the 1980s, Hasbro was the nation's 6th best-selling
toy maker, with revenues of $225.4 million. In 1984 the
firm acquired Milton Bradley, the nation's 5th best-
selling toy maker. Next it acquired Parker Brothers. By
now Hasbro surpassed Mattel to become the biggest
toy company in the world.

* However, there were flops along the way. Lawn darts
garnered negative publicity after several deaths. The
product was yanked off the shelves. A squirt gun
shaped like a hypodermic needle raised ire of parents.
* One of their biggest mistakes was in trying to out-
Barbie Mattel. In 1986, Hasbro introduced Jem, a fash-
ion doll introduced as both a record producer and pur-
ple-haired rock musician.
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< BLUE
LIGHT

* Light-emitting dlodes, or LEDs, pervade our entire
world. They re in our computers, phones, watches,
billboards, TVs, and more. LEB lights don't get their
colored glow from plastic coverings, which protect
the electronics. LED colors come from the electron-
ics themselves.

* The world's first LED light was invented by GE in
1962. It glowed red. A few years later, Monsanto
created a green LED. With only green and red LEDs
available, their use was limited. What was needed
was a blue LED in order to produce every color of
the rainbow. Every electronic corporation chased

Towing and Recovery

970-824-7669

After Hours Telephone
970-620-1902

i
]

) Light, Medium
blue light. ﬂ
* A Japanese engineer named Shuji Nakamura ' & H.: avy Duty
worked for a small chemical company in Japan »\,“s owing

o™ @& Lockouts

Road Side Assistance
ﬂ & Transportation

called Nichia. The company produced calcium ¢
phosphate used in fluorescent lights. When red '
and green LEDs were invented, the firm expanded
into the manufacture of the semiconductors used
in these diodes. By the late 1980s, the company,
competing against larger corporations, needed a
new product.

* In 1988, Nakamura went to the company's foun-
der and asked for a laboratory and the funding to
pursue blue light. The founder agreed. The boss
knew that blue LEDs would transform the world

of lighting. At the time, incandescent bulbs gave

off more heat than light. But blue LEDs would need
to be invented in order to have white LED light-
bulbs.

* Nakamura's first move was to spend a year in
Florida, where a friend worked in a lab that creat-
ed the machines that made the crystals used in
semiconductors. Because Nakamura was not all-
owed to use the company's state-of-the-art equip-
ment, he learned to repair their damaged mach-
ines. When he returned to Japan, he built his own
machine from the ground up.

* All research focused on using two minerals to pro-
duce blue light: zinc or gallium. The problem was
that the crystals had to be 100% pure, which was
nearly impossible. Nakamura tore down and rebuilt
his crystal-building machine often. Then he hit pay c
dirt. The machines used in Florida sprayed atomized
gallium into a vacuum, where it settled and crystal-
ized. Nakamura's innovation was adding a stream
of air that pushed the mist to the bottom. This result-

h . . . . . . . ™

* Just then, his boss retired, and the reins were hand-
ed over to his son-in-law, who felt that pursuing blue
LEDs was a waste. He ordered Nakamura to cease.
Nakamura refused. In 1992, he was a presenter at a
conference in St. Louis. Yet, his blue LED light was not
powerful enough. He needed to boost output.

* His next breakthrough came when he experimented
with a mineral mix previously overlooked: aluminum
gallium nitride. This did the trick. The result was a
bright glowing blue LED light - thirty years after the
first red LED was invented. The announcement was
made in 1992, and by 1994, Nichia was turning out a
million blue LEDs per month. The company released
the world's first white LED in 1996. Today, Nichia is

* Despite his heroic contribution, Nakamura was re-
warded with a paltry salary increase. When he went
to work for a U.S. firm, Nichia sued him, but he event-
ually won.

LED. By 2022, that had risen to 50%. By the mid 2030s,
nearly all lighting sales will be LED.

ed in a purity never before achieved, which made a January 25th, 2026
pale blue light. Word Spiral
Answer

BARBECUER

one of the world's largest manufacturers of LED lights.

* Nakamura won the Nobel Prize in Physics in 2014. He

now holds 2088 patents and works at the University of
alifornia, where he invents the next generation of LED
lights. In 2010, just 1% of residential lighting sales were
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was dealing with a widespread diphtheria outbreak, in a relay
spanning 674 miles in five and a half days and in tempera-
tures as low as 85 degrees below zero.

On Feb. 3, 1780, Barnett Davenport murdered Caleb Mallory,
in whose house he was a boarder, along with Mallory's wife,
daughter-in-law and two grandchildren, in their home. One
of post-Revolution America's most famous crimes, it contribu-
ted to a change in the way the country viewed lawbreakers.
*On Feb. 4, 1703, 47 samurai were forced to display the ulti-
mate act of loyalty to the regional Japanese lord they had fol-
lowed by committing sepuku - ritually disemboweling them,
selves - for the crime of killing the official who had ordered g
the forced suicide of said lord. %
*On Feb. 5, 2003, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell gave af
speech to the United Nations outlining America's case that  §
Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction and making an
argument for the invasion that would take place the follow-
ing month. Unfortunately, some of his talking points were
either incorrect or misleading, and Powell later described
the speech as a blot on his record.

*On Feb. 6, 1998, a judge reinstated schoolteacher Mary
Kay Letourneau's suspended sentence and returned her to
prison for seven years after she was caught violating a no- |
contact order with her former student, Vili Fualaau, when  §
sher was found in a parked care with the boy. £
*On Feb. 7, 1984, Navy captain Bruce McCandless II became _".

in orbit 170 miles above the earth, maneuvering freely w1th :
a jet pack of his own design after exiting the Challenger
space shuttle.

*On Feb. 8, 1994, actor Jack Nicholson approached Robert
Blank's car while they were stopped at a red light in North
Hollywood, accused Blank of cutting him off in traffic, and
then bashed Blank's roof and windshield with a golf club.
Charges were dropped after Nicholson apologized and the
two reached an undisclosed settlement that included a re-
ported $500,000 check from Nicholson.

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc
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Thers are 13 black haxagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
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Below is a tigure bnilt by using
different-sized square sheets of paper-.

What is the minimum nomber of these siqnare
sheets needed tu constroct this Geore?

WORD SPIRAL

Till in the missing letters o reveal the
nine-lelter word Lthat starls at one of Lhe
fowir corners angd mowves cloclkwise around

Answer in the February 8th issue

the perimeter before-ending in the conter
2026 King Faatums Syndicats, Inc.
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Unlock the power of chess to find the
gight-letter word of the day. Choose
your starting letter carefully, then move
around the square in a one by two

fashion to get to the next letter.
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Japer Valentines

FIND &'IHE

For many of us, receiving paper valentines may he the
stulf of school davs - a piece of the past. The tradition
(

goes hack much further, of course and wasn't always just

for kids. The first commercial valentines in America
were made by Ester Howland in Massachusetts in 1850,
They were made with paper lace and featured written
verses. Before then, people exchanged home-made val-
entines. Surviving examples are collected as folk art to-

day. The one shown here, preserved in a frame with fah- \

ric hacking, dates to the mid-1800s and sold at Jeffrey §.

Fvans & Associates for $279. Itis an example of scheren-
schnitte (literally "scissor cuts”), a paper-cutting art that

originated in Germany and was later brought to Ame-
rica. Itwas especially popular among the Pennsylvania
Dutch. It features hearts, tulips, and hirds known as dis

elfinks (a name for Furopean goldfinches that means "thi- - @
stle-finch"), all of which were favorite motifs. Scherensch-
nitte could he made for any festive occasion, or simply as L

artwork. We know this one musthave been a Valentine
hecause itis inscribed with a verse commemorating 'h
fourteenth day of Tebruary."
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oLam curious about the bronze seulpturemy fa- temperature or humidicy. No direct sunlight - it fades
o (her purchased from an estate sale around 1950.

He converted the sculpture into alamp. The sculp-

(ure shows a woman in a draped gown with one hand
raised and the other arm outstretched. Itis 27 inches

high and weighs 26 pounds. I did not find any mark-
ings or signatures. Where was it made, when was it
made, who was (he artist and is there any value?
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JSronze sculptureslike yours were common de-
A GJcoration in the late nineteenth to early twentieth
centuries. they were often made in the art nouveau
styleof the time. The most famous were made in France,
butsome were made in other European countries and
the U.S. as well. They were often copies of sculptures by
famous artists. Many were made into lamp bases, like
vours. Unmarked bronze seulptures or lamyp hases usu-
ally sell for about $200. We have
b f,a% =P notbeen able o idendfy its maker,

m@‘am en sy it ook ke "The Encyclope-
R K\ dia of Bronzes, Sculptures &

é_ﬂmndcrs“ by Harold Berman
mav help. Alibrary or mus-
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TIPS on [raming paper documents and prints: \o
¢ glue, ransparent tape, or rubber cement. o scissors -
don'trim anything No pencils or pens, and don't try o
rewrite an autograph. No staples or clips. No extremes of
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CURRENT PRICES
Clothing, hodice, Edwardian, needle lace collar, frilly
(rim, French knot embroidery, trapunto, bracelet
length sleeves, button back, cotton, 1905, 18 inches, S110.
Furniture, chest, hinged lid, twig decorated, robin's egg
blue paint, applied stars and crescent moons, shaped hra-
ckethase, 20th century, 231 2x 331 2 inches, $450.
Glass Venetian, lamp, electric, figural, fruit hasket, multi-
color, turquoise blue hase, paper label, \urano, ¢. 1980,
§12xYinches, pair, $2,065.
* ook
Formore collecting news, tips, and resources, visit:
wiwvw.Kovels.com
(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

by Jeff Pickering
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"The world is well supplied with spiders whose male
ancestors died after mating. The world is bereft of

2 spiders whose would-be ancestors never mated
‘ in the first place.”

9

~ Richard Dawkins
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| WHERE WE WILLSTILLOFFER'A WIDE SELECTION

between Asa Lovejoy and Francis Pettygrove when
tr'ange the two couldn't agree on a suitable moniker for their
B“T TRUE new lqnd claim. .
* Cacti aren't native to most deserts.

R R inbo S * The human stomach can expand to hold as much as

* The Statue of Liberty was originally brown. a 2-liter soda bottle, since its inner surface, the mu-
* Parrotfish are among the sleepiest of sea creatures,  €0sd, is lined with folds called rugae that unfold and

avemging around a gogd 13 hours of rest per night_ stretch out to ClCCOIllITlOdCltE fOOd as it arrives.
When not dozing, they spend as much as 90% of their :
time eating algae that grows on coral reefs.

* Reindeer eyes change color according to the seasons -
they're golden in the summer and blue during winter.
* The U.S. Postal Service employs a sharp-eyed group
of folks whose job is to determine where to send letters
and packages with illegible addresses. They work their [/ Storage
magic at the USPS Remote Encoding Center in Salt ! L 99 CR.183
Lake City, Utah, the first facility of its kind and now 1 ke
the only one still standing.

* Just 43 people have been known to have "golden
blood," the rarest of blood types.

* Pomatoes are potato plants that also grow tomatoes
The hybrid occurs when a tomato plant is grafted on
a potato plant, a relatively easy thing since they're

both members of the solanum genus of the nightshac ! 3 | e —
family. ’.""-— 54 B4 3

*Leonardo da Vinei's famous painting "The Last Sup-  Thought for the Day: "If you break your neck, if you
per" originally included Jesus' feet. have nothing to eat, if your house on fire, then you
got a problem. Everything else is inconvenience.

~ Robert Fulghum
© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc

0-324-6649 |

Hello Everybody | was wondering it you like to read Tidbits
and enjoy all the £un stuff to do in each copy? IS you do,
then please send the Tidbits Folks an email r'ecommencling
that everyone Pick up a copy so +he\/ can enjoy it as well.
. .Make sure to tell them who you are so that they con gve

ou credit it they use your recommendation The email is
hwcotidbits @msncom “Thanks! Stay warl

YUPBIE GOES LONG...........

Here's what to watch and where to
watch it for the week of Jan. 26, 2026:

HBO Max

*Portland Oregon was named in a coin toss in 1845 ON NOW: "Drops of God" (Season 2) -

Apple TV

Jan. 27: "33 Photos From the Ghetto"

(Documentary) - HBO Max

"Mike Epps: Delusional” (Com-

edy Special) - Netflix
"Wonder Man" (Season 1) -
Disney

TV
“The Wrecking Crew" (R) -
Prime Video

Netflix

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Just Like Cate 5Doge by Dave T Fhigpe

THEY SAY PLANTS THRIVE ON POSITIVE
ENERGY AND CALMING VOICES. YOUR
HDTHEH DID JUST SPEND A WEEK 'ﬂ'ITH US.

ey ——

[T mp——

ON NOW: "The Smashing Machine” (R)-

Jan. 28: "Megan 2.0" (PG-13) - Netflix
! “Shrinking” (Season 3) - Apple

raig, CO r Jan. 29: "Bridgerton” (Season 4, Vol. 1)-

Hermaphrodite sea slugs have a protracted battle when mating. Each slug can be either male or female, and the
battle is over which one has to carry the eggs, a chore with they both wish to avoid. Alas, the loser is the one whois

first stabbed with the lance of f‘e'rtilizqtibn.

Pag;a 1i.
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*"For pastry cooking, try grating frozen butter
into the flour. It cuts in better and will stay cool
longer. This helps when I am making short-
bread, as the flour and butter need to be com-
bined. I don't end up having to put it in the
fridge to cool it back down." ~ C.S. in South
Carolina

* Freshen stuffed animals by securing a few in a
pillowcase and adding a fabric softener sheet.
Put in the dryer on low heat for 20 minutes,
then remove and brush out the fur if necessary
while still warm.

*"Schedule important doctor's checkups, like
your annual physical and dental cleaning in
the same month each year, so you will know
when they are coming up. [ use my birth
month. My mom always has hers done in Feb-
ruary." ~ E.D. in Massachusetts

* Here is an ingenious way to store markers:
Collect enough toilet paper rolls to fill a shoe
box standing upright. Paint or decorate the out-
side of the shoe box with brightly colored paper
or paints. Fill with the rolls and they are kept
standing uniformly across the box. Much better
than a messy bin, where you can't see the colors
that are on the bottom.

* When you are finished pan frying something,
add a bit of water to the pan and put it back on
the still warm burner while you eat. When you
come back to clean up after dinner, the pan
drippings will slide right off!

*If you've been de-cluttering as a part of your
New Year's resolutions and you came across old
pairs of eyeglasses, know that you can donate
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(ﬂ- RIGHT WAY
DRIVER’S EDUCATION
ACADEMY

®ELDT # (st Time Student
Certification Driver
FMCSA Reinstatements
Certification 30 Hr. Online or
Courses for (Classroom Courses
Classes A, B, & 6 Hr. Driving Course
C Commercial with Instructor
Licenses Colorado State
Jrd Party Final ~ Permit Testing &
Driving Test Final Driving

Tests

]D

CDL DRIVER
TRAINING CERTIFICATION
SERVICES SERVICES
OFFERED: OFFERED FOR:

970-824-7669

Visit our website:
www.rightwaydriversed.com

Find & Like

BARNEY GOOGLE AND DA MAE CLAIMS

LIKE A BiRD

them to any Lions Club in your area. They re-
distribute the glasses to those who cannot aff-
ord the prescription, and they take reading

glasses too!

Send your tips to:
Now Here's a Tip
628 Virginia Drive

Orlando, FL 32803
© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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470 Washington St.
Craig, CO
THYWNTOWN
970-824-2271
BANK °F ._:‘ . .
Tuany I § Tanning Bed Stations
e Lay Down or ftand oc
¥0ne Tome Visit or Muttiple Visit
Package Pricing
*Larg:o\dla of Tanning
uets vallable
: 2 . Open 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
’;";T A,:-“-‘—. _— . (No Appointment Necessary)
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Test Your Knowledge
QTH'F Vie g
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1. LITERATURE: Who was the first Canadian to win the
Nobel Prize in Literature?

2 MYTHOLOGY: Whatis the home of the Greek Gods?
3. LANGUAGE: Which language is the second most
spoken in Canada?

4. HISTORY: Which explorer sailed around Africa o
discover a trade route between Furope and India?

5. MOVIES: What s the name of "Elle Woods' Chihua-
huain"Tegally Blonde?

0. GAMES: In what vear was the original Pac-Man
video game released?

7. TELEVISION: Whatis the name of the town where

: "Heartof Dixie"is set?

8. FOOD & DRINK: Which popular [ruit has seeds on
the outside?
9, MEDICAL TERMS: What is the common name for
alopecia?
10. GEOGRAPHY: Inwhich country are the Ciffs of
Moher located?

ANSWERS ON PAGE 15
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Thieves Don’t Always Do Prison Time

The reports from the VA's Office of the Inspec-
tor General are mind-boggling outlines of just
how low scammers will go to steal money, and
just how much they are able to take. Not all of
them, however, will do prison time.

Arecent report indicates that one man was
able to scam over $1 billion by creating fake
medical drug and device claims. This scheme
used tele-medicine as well as phone calls, the
internet and junk mail to con vulnerable people
into handing over their personally identifiable
information. Armed with that information, the
thieves were able to generate fake doctor ord-
ers and use their partner pharmacies, tele-
marketers and equipment suppliers to ship out
unneeded medicine and medical items - and get
paid for it all to the tune of $1.45 billion. The
head thief, CEO of the medical software comp-
any behind all the fraud, is not likely to have
time to enjoy the fruits of his ill-gotten cash be-
cause, at age 79, he's been sentenced to 15
years in prison and fined over $452 million in
restitution.

Then there is the guy who stole VA grants to
the tune of $1.3 million (and DOL grants for
half a million) while pretending to run a non-
profit homeless veterans shelter. He didn't just
apply for grants once, he did it multiple times.
And not only did he spend some of that cash on
himself, but he pretended to provide counseling
services that the veterans never received.
While he could have received up to 10 years in
federal prison, he was only sentenced to 42
months, followed by supervised release. On the
other hand, there is the pain doctor who is
managing to not go to prison even after know-
ingly billing for multiple tests on the same pat-
ient on the same day. Instead, it's been called
civil, not criminal, but he does have to pay
$13.6 million under the False Claims Act. How
is it the theft of that amount of money doesn't
result in prison time?

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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L ¥ WHEN IT'S

- TIME 76
SENIOR CHANGE
NEWS LINE [yt
by Matilda Charles
9 7 0_ Z 7 0_ 5 7 5 5 Now and lhen., not lgo often hut somelimes,.\'ou
hear thataudible click and come (o the realiza-
csoffroadrentals.com tion that vou need to change doctors. Mavbe it's
because once again you don't feel like vour doc-
tor is really listening to your concerns. Maybe it's

because once again tests are ordered without you
getting a clear explanation about why they're

uﬁ/ RENTALS

Test Your Knowledge necessary. Maybe i(s because your health con-
Trivio \ ', ) cern doesn't seem (o be getting better. Maybe i('s
9 (&1, < w ® because you see the physician assistant (PA)
RS when vou expect o see the doctor. Or maybe ic's

just because you have a gut feeling vou should

go elsewhere. Whatever the reason, it the time

2013. comes (0 make a change, it won't be easy if you've

2. Mount Olympus. been with your current doctor for a long time.

3 Trench. Your first step, once you've decided (o do this, is

1 Vasco da Ca (o "interview" another doctor. You'll need (o call

_) Bilsl(;:ei:a . iﬂohdqys & nbser‘/ances Tlns Week[ ?1'91}11(1 (osec who's ‘lal\'in‘g new patients 01"inf
Juire among [riends for recommendations. Then

6. 1980. 02/01 American Heart Month i & check out the doctor online with reviews given

7. Bluebell, A.abama. 02/02 .-Play Your Ukulele Dz* by other people. Look at Healthgrades (www.

1. Short story author Alice Munro,

02/03 Dump Your Sigi_iifica Jerk Week healthgrades.com). Or do an online search with
' 02/04  Haltway point of winter the doctor's name. Be sure the doctor is in your
9. Hair loss. 02/05 . National School Counseling Week & || E e auu S ut e RN oL

10. Ireland. 02/08 Pay a Compliment Day ay‘ Go in with a written list of questions and make

i 07_":',s°“d phick adeonny notes. When vou find a doctor vou'd like to see in
(he future, you'll need to have your records
transferred from the old doctor. And that's where
I part company with advice [ was given. 'm told

8. Strawberries.

(hatic's best to transfer your records (0 a new
doctor before you go o the first appointment.
You'll need to decide for yoursell. My preference
was (0 meet the doctor first hefore records were
transferred, and to not let the current medical
practice know ['was leaving until I was certain.
Ilyou find the right doctor, the difficulty will be
worthit.

“Inever ran my train off | BeF= >~ =18

= Looking for fun stuff to do?
ﬂ'lE tTEICk, and | NEVETL IDSt % Check out area events page
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. _ Ypre- — Harriet Tubman * ﬁ& e Wwwiwcotidbitscom
“So far we've been unable to capture m_ ﬁ :& &
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3D Real Estate Beyer & Associates

CYNTHIA DAUGHTREY ESQ,

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY
& COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
Office Cell

(© 970-276-8036  303-548-9659

https://3drealestate.co/
https://lwww.beyerandassociates.com/

P.0. Box 400 Hayden, CO 81639

123 Jefferso Ave.
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970-620-7763 ™,
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Instruction

Call To Schedule Today For:
== CCW Classes

== Basic Handgun Training
== One on One Classes
= Ladies Only Classes
== Small Group Classes
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BAILEY RIDGE

— TAXIDERMY —
European Mounts ~ Shoulder Mounts
Rugs of All Sizes Life Size Mounts

Jason Bugay

970-629-8823
Showroom & Drop Off at:

|
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