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General Studies Paper IV: Ethics, Integrity, and Aptitude

Week Days Topics Tests

Week 1 Days 1–7 Ethics and Human Interface
- Essence of ethics, determinants
and consequences of ethics in hu-
man actions
- Dimensions of ethics: individual,
societal, and global
- Ethics in private and public rela-
tionships
- Human values: lessons from the
lives and teachings of great leaders,
reformers, and administrators
- Role of family, society, and ed-
ucational institutions in inculcating
values

- Thursday: Essence of
ethics, determinants, conse-
quences, dimensions
- Sunday: Human values,
role of family, society, and
education

Week 2 Days 8–14 Attitude
- Content, structure, and function of
attitude
- Its influence and relation with
thought and behavior
- Moral and political attitudes
- Social influence and persuasion

- Thursday: Content, struc-
ture, function of attitude
- Sunday: Moral and politi-
cal attitudes, social influence,
persuasion

Week 3 Days
15–21

Aptitude and Foundational Val-
ues
- Aptitude and foundational values
for Civil Services
- Integrity, impartiality, and non-
partisanship
- Objectivity, dedication to public
service
- Empathy, tolerance, and compas-
sion towards weaker sections

- Thursday: Aptitude, foun-
dational values, integrity
- Sunday: Impartiality, ob-
jectivity, dedication, empa-
thy, tolerance, compassion
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Week Days Topics Tests

Week 4 Days
22–28

Emotional Intelligence, Public
Service Values, Probity
- Emotional intelligence: concepts,
utilities, and application in admin-
istration and governance
- Contributions of moral thinkers
and philosophers from India and the
world
- Public/Civil service values and
ethics in public administration: sta-
tus and problems
- Ethical concerns and dilemmas in
government and private institutions
- Laws, rules, regulations, and con-
science as sources of ethical guid-
ance
- Accountability and ethical gover-
nance
- Strengthening ethical and moral
values in governance
- Ethical issues in international re-
lations and funding
- Corporate governance
- Probity in governance: concept of
public service
- Philosophical basis of governance
and probity
- Information sharing and trans-
parency in government
- Right to Information
- Codes of Ethics and Codes of
Conduct
- Citizens charters
- Work culture
- Quality of service delivery
- Utilization of public funds
- Challenges of corruption

- Thursday: Emotional intel-
ligence, moral thinkers, pub-
lic service values
- Sunday: Probity, trans-
parency, Codes of Ethics and
Conduct, corruption
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Week Days Topics Tests

Week 5 Days
29–35

Administrative and Governance
Dilemmas (Case Study Focus)
- Dilemmas faced in administrative
decision-making such as conflict
of interest, law versus ethics, and
prioritization under resource con-
straints
- Balancing personal values with or-
ganizational objectives
- Upholding constitutional and eth-
ical values while under political or
public pressure

- Thursday: First set of ad-
ministrative and governance
dilemmas case studies
- Sunday: Second set of ad-
ministrative and governance
dilemmas case studies

Week 6 Days
36–42

Social Service and Public Deliv-
ery (Case Study Focus)
- Challenges in welfare scheme im-
plementation and public service de-
livery
- Handling grievances and ensuring
fairness towards marginalized and
vulnerable sections
- Managing crisis situations and
emergency responses while main-
taining transparency and empathy
- Addressing dilemmas related to
allocation of scarce resources

- Thursday: First set of so-
cial service and public deliv-
ery case studies
- Sunday: Second set of so-
cial service and public deliv-
ery case studies

Week 7 Days
43–49

Corporate, Governance, and
Global Ethics (Case Study Focus)
- Corporate governance ethics,
stakeholder responsibilities, en-
vironmental ethics in business
decisions
- Ethical issues in utilization in
public funds, financial integrity,
whistleblower dilemmas
- Ethical challenges in international
relations and foreign aid
- Balancing national interest
with global ethical standards and
commitments

- Thursday: First set of
corporate, governance, and
global ethics case studies
- Sunday: Second set of
corporate, governance, and
global ethics case studies

Day 50 Full-length comprehensive test for
General Studies Paper IV
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General Studies Paper II: Governance, Constitution, Polity,
Social Justice, and International Relations

Week Days Topics Tests

Week 1 Days 1–7 Constitution and Basic Structure
- Historical underpinnings, evolu-
tion, salient features, amendments,
significant provisions, basic struc-
ture

- Thursday: Historical un-
derpinnings, evolution, fea-
tures
- Sunday: Amendments,
significant provisions, basic
structure

Week 2 Days 8–14 Federalism and Separation of
Powers
- Functions and responsibilities of
Union and States
- Issues and challenges in the fed-
eral structure
- Devolution of powers and finances
to local levels and related chal-
lenges
- Separation of powers among vari-
ous organs
- Dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions

- Thursday: Federal struc-
ture and devolution
- Sunday: Separation of
powers and dispute resolution
mechanisms

Week 3 Days
15–21

Legislature, Executive, and Judi-
ciary
- Comparison of the Indian consti-
tutional scheme with that of other
countries
- Parliament and State legislatures:
structure, functioning, conduct of
business, powers, privileges, issues
- Structure, organization, and func-
tioning of Executive and Judiciary:
Ministries and Departments

- Thursday: Indian consti-
tutional scheme comparison,
Parliament structure
- Sunday: Executive and Ju-
diciary functioning
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Week Days Topics Tests

Week 4 Days
22–28

Government and Social Justice
- Representation of Peoples Act
- Appointment to various constitu-
tional posts, statutory, regulatory,
and quasi-judicial bodies
- Government policies and interven-
tions
- Development processes and the
role of NGOs, SHGs, and other
stakeholders
- Welfare schemes
- Mechanisms, laws, institutions,
and bodies for protection and bet-
terment

- Thursday: Representation
of Peoples Act, appointments
- Sunday: Governance poli-
cies, welfare schemes

Week 5 Days
29–35

International Relations
- India and its neighborhood rela-
tions
- Bilateral, regional, and global
groupings and agreements involv-
ing India and/or affecting Indias in-
terests

- Thursday: Neighborhood
relations
- Sunday: Bilateral, regional,
and global groupings

Week 6 Days
36–42

International Relations (Contin-
ued)
- Effect of policies and politics of
developed and developing countries
on Indias interests
- Indian diaspora
- Important international institu-
tions, agencies, and fora, their
structure and mandate

- Thursday: Policies, poli-
tics, diaspora
- Sunday: International insti-
tutions

Week 7 Days
43–49

Integration and Revision
- Integrated governance and polity
topics
- Integrated international relations
topics

- Thursday: Integrated gov-
ernance and polity topics
- Sunday: Integrated interna-
tional relations topics

Day 50 Full-length comprehensive test for
General Studies Paper II
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90 × 20 SPECIAL BATCH FOR UPSC 2026

General Studies Paper I: Indian Heritage and Culture, His-
tory, Society, and Geography

Week Days Topics Tests

Week 1 Days 1–7 Indian Culture Art Forms, Liter-
ature, Architecture
- Art forms: classical, folk, tribal,
performing, visual
- Literature: ancient, medieval, and
modern
- Architecture: ancient to modern
times

- Thursday: Art forms and
ancient architecture
- Sunday: Literature and me-
dieval to modern architecture

Week 2 Days 8–14 Modern Indian History
- History of India from the middle
of the eighteenth century until the
present
- Significant events
- Important personalities
- Issues

- Thursday: Events and per-
sonalities from the eighteenth
to early twentieth century
- Sunday: Movements and is-
sues from the twentieth cen-
tury to present

Week 3 Days
15–21

The Freedom Struggle
- Various stages of the freedom
struggle
- Important contributors and contri-
butions from different parts of the
country

- Thursday: Early stages,
moderate and extremist
phases
- Sunday: Mass movements,
regional contributions

Week 4 Days
22–28

Post-Independence Consolida-
tion and World History
- Post-independence consolidation
within the country
- Reorganization within the country
- Industrial revolution
- World wars
- Redrawal of national boundaries
- Colonization
- Decolonization
- Political philosophies such as
communism, capitalism, socialism,
their forms and effects on society

- Thursday: Post-
independence consolidation
and reorganization
- Sunday: All world history
topics
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Week Days Topics Tests

Week 5 Days
29–35

Geography, Physical Geography
and Natural Resources
- Salient features of the worlds
physical geography, including ma-
jor physiographic divisions, moun-
tain systems, plateaus, plains, river
systems, deserts, local features, and
coral reefs
- Important geophysical phenom-
ena such as earthquakes, tsunami,
volcanic activity, and cyclones
- Geographical features and their
location, including major mountain
ranges, rivers, lakes, deserts, and
straits
- Changes in critical geographical
features including water bodies, ice
caps, glaciers, flora and fauna, and
the effects of these changes

- Thursday: Physical ge-
ography and geophysical
phenomena
- Sunday: Geographical
features and environmental
changes

Week 6 Days
36–42

Geography, Economic and Hu-
man Geography
- Distribution of key natural re-
sources across the world, including
South Asia and the Indian subcon-
tinent
- Factors responsible for the lo-
cation of primary, secondary, and
tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world, including India
- Role of natural resources and
industrial distribution in economic
development and regional dispari-
ties
- Human geography themes: pop-
ulation distribution, migration
trends, urbanization patterns, and
demographic transitions

- Thursday: Resource distri-
bution and primary and sec-
ondary industry location fac-
tors
- Sunday: Tertiary industries,
economic development, and
human geography
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Week Days Topics Tests

Week 7 Days
43–49

Indian Society
- Salient features of Indian society
- Diversity of India
- Role of women and womens orga-
nizations
- Population and associated issues
- Poverty and developmental issues
- Urbanization and its problems and
remedies
- Effects of globalization on Indian
society
- Social empowerment
- Communalism
- Regionalism
- Secularism

- Thursday: Salient features,
diversity, role of women
- Sunday: Population, ur-
banization, poverty, global-
ization, empowerment, com-
munalism, regionalism, secu-
larism

Day 50 Full-length comprehensive test for
General Studies Paper I
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General Studies Paper III: Economy, Agriculture, Science and
Technology, Environment, Security

Week Days Topics Tests

Week 1 Days 1–7 Economy and Growth
- Planning, resource mobilization,
growth, development, employment
- Inclusive growth
- Government budgeting

- Thursday: Economy, plan-
ning, resource mobilization
- Sunday: Inclusive growth,
budgeting

Week 2 Days 8–14 Agriculture and Food Economy
- Major crops and cropping patterns
- Irrigation systems
- Storage, transport, marketing
- E-technology in aid of farmers
- Subsidies, MSP
- Public Distribution System
- Food security
- Technology missions
- Economics of animal-rearing

- Thursday: Crops, irriga-
tion, storage
- Sunday: Subsidies, PDS,
food security

Week 3 Days
15–21

Food Processing and Reforms
- Food processing: scope, signifi-
cance, supply chain
- Land reforms
- Liberalization, industrial policy,
infrastructure, investment

- Thursday: Food process-
ing, land reforms
- Sunday: Liberalization, in-
dustrial policy, infrastructure

Week 4 Days
22–28

Science and Technology
- Developments and their applica-
tions
- Indian achievements
- Indigenization, new technology
- Information technology, space,
robotics, nano-technology, biotech-
nology
- Intellectual property rights

- Thursday: Developments,
achievements
- Sunday: New technologies,
IPR

Week 5 Days
29–35

Environment and Disaster Man-
agement
- Conservation
- Environmental pollution and
degradation

- Thursday: Conservation
- Sunday: Pollution and
degradation
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Week Days Topics Tests

Week 6 Days
36–42

Environment and Disaster Man-
agement (Continued)
- Environmental impact assessment
and other environment-related is-
sues
- Disaster and disaster management

- Thursday: Environmental
impact assessment and other
environment-related issues
- Sunday: Disaster manage-
ment

Week 7 Days
43–49

Security and Internal Challenges
- Development, external and non-
state actors
- Communication networks, cyber
security
- Money laundering
- Border security
- Crime
- Security forces and agencies

- Thursday: Extremism, ex-
ternal actors, cyber security
- Sunday: Border security,
crime

Day 50 Full-length comprehensive test for
General Studies Paper III
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