St. Therese Catholic Church

Our Mission: Nurture the Little Flowers of God’s Garden to Grow and Bear Fruit.
Nutrir las Pequenas Flores del Jardin de Dios para crecer y dar fruto.

July 18, SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

DAILY MASS WEEKEND MASSES DEVOTIONS
Monday - 8:00 a.m. Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m. ADORATION: On First Fridays
Tuesday - 6:00 p.m. Sunday: 9:00 a.m. / 11:30 Spanish ' 8:30 am. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday - 12 Noon Kindly Signup in the Narthex.
Thursday & Friday - 8:00 a.m. FIRST SUNDAY MASS: 7 a.m. FIRST SATURDAY MASS: 8:00 a.m.
(First Monday Weekend) ROSARY
CONFESSIONS Holy Days of Obligati Tuesday - 5:30
; : oly Days o igation uesday - 5:30 pm
?%ngt;zrze\];\%ees:% mggg‘i 8 a.m./ 12 Noon / 6:00 p.m. Wednesday - 11:30 am
First Saturday after Mass

A% St. Therese Catholic Church Rev. Jesudoss Thomas, S.T.L. ‘| Office Hours /Horas de Oficina
885 1st Monday Lane 903-567-4286 Monday-Friday/Lunes al Viernes
Canton, Texas 75103 Deacons: 9:00 am — 3:00 pm

Office Phone: 903-567-4286 Jim.Burkel, Alan Stehsel, ° Sunday / Domingo:
e Fax No: 903-567-0586 > Larry Edwards, Jon Fadely 10:00 - 11:30am
/ Office Staff \ / Religious Education / Ministries \
Faith Formation Coordinator: Anne Lucas

Secretary: Anna Stephens RCIA: Alan Stehsel

Bookkeeper: Sharla Lewis Adult Bible Study: Melissa Slagle

F?C'“ty Rental: . I._arry Edwards Sanctity of Life Ministry: Jim Burkel

Ell:]i?dr:ﬁg I(\:Aglijrngrl{a:l:;?nEgogji!\s Crisis Pregnancy / Gabriel project: 1-888-300-5112

DRE: Barbara Cozart Educacién Religiosa / Ministerios

Pastoral Council: Bill Pinola Ministro de Lectores / Servidores:Cecilia Sanchez

Music Director: Ken Mings Estudio de Biblia: Francisco Delgado

CYO H. School: JoAnne Henson Ministerio de Coro: Gerardo Ramirez

CYO Jr. High: Sue Watson Sacramentos para Adultos: Francisco Delgado

Liturgy Coordinator: Jon Fadely Preparacion de Quincefieras: Maria Delgado

/ KGrupo de Oracion: Francisco Delgado /
/ Monthly Meetings \ f Parish Organizations \
. . . K of C: Carlo Caravetta

Ladies Guild . 2nd Sun 10j00 a.m. Ladies Guild: Sheila Herrera

Ho_Iy Name Society 2nd Sun 10:00 a.m. Holy Name Society: Mike Perez

Knights of Colu_mbus 3rd Thurs 7:00 p.m. St. Therese Charity: Kathleen Bulfer ¥

Grupo de Oracion Every Wed 7530 p.m. Religious Gift Shop: Chin Boyd

CYO Every Wed 6:00 p.m. Prison Ministry: Bill Pinola

RCIA Every Sun 10:30 a.m. S

cholarship Fund: Helen Howell
/ \ -8 2 /
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Welcome to Our Visitors and New Parishioners
We joyfully welcome you to our Parish Family. We are blessed by your visit! If you like to join as member of St.
Therese Family, please, come by the office after 9:00 am Mass to register. Thanks!

Website : www.sttheresecanton.org Email: sttheresecanton@gmail.com




Mass
< Schedule

Our Mission: Nurture the Little Flowers of God’s Garden to Grow and Bear Fruit

July 18, SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday July 18  Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 am Mass Bill & Wilma Pinola By Jim & Rose Ann Burkel
11:30 am Sp. Mass Charly Chabarria Birthday By Chabarria Family
Monday July 19

8:00 am Mass t Susan Hynes Birthday By Julie Hynes
Tuesday July 20

5:30 pm Rosary

6:00 pm Mass Albina Matus By Helen Matus

Wednesday July 21
11:30 am Rosary 1t Nora Whalin, Mandy James, Frances
12:00 Noon  Mass Strickland, Mary Breen By Teresa Newhouse
Thursday July 22

8:00 am Mass Mara Lieb By Tom & Celine Powers

Friday July 23

8:00 am Mass Jim & Rose Ann Burkel By Sharla Lewis
Saturday July 24  19th Anniversary of Kevin & Sharla Lewis,
5:30 pm Mass Joyce George 100 Year old Birthday

By Sharla & Kevin Lewis,
1 Susan Hynes By Julie Hynes

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
July is dedicated to Our Lady of Mount Carmel

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

The Holy Father's Prayer Intention For July
Social Friendship
We pray that in social, economic, and political
situations of conflict, we may be courageous and
passionate architects of dialogue and friendship.

La intencién de oracién del Santo Padre para Julio
Amistad social

Oramos para que, en situaciones de conflicto social,
econdémico y politico, podamos ser arquitectos valientes

Sunday: Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Tuesday:  St. Apollinaris
Wednesday: St. Lawrence of Brindisi
Thursday:  St. Mary Magdalene
Friday: St. Bridget
Saturday:  St. Sharbel Makhluf
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Ex 14:5-18; Ex 15:1bc-6; Mt 12:38-42
Tuesday: Ex 14:21 — 15:1; Ex 15:8-10, 12, 17;
Mt 12:46-50
Wednesday: Ex 16:1-5, 9-15; Ps 78:18-19, 23-28;
Mt 13:1-9
Thursday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9;
Jn20:1-2, 11-18
Friday: Ex 20:1-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 13:18-23
Saturday:  Ex 24:3-8; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15;
Mt 13:24-30
Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44; Ps 145:10-11, 15-18;

Eph 4:1-6; Jn 6:1-15

I James Duncan, Bill Pinola, Francisco Delgado, Paige Powers,
PFanOF Barbra Tracy, Jack Harris, Jerry Watkins, John Payne, Nikki
Tawalowski, Dorothy Ward, Joyce George, Jane Cordell,
Tracie Leigh Sprangler, Joan Hashem, Colleen Zwick, Carol Faben,
Christopher Motley, Kevin Brown, Kari Mackey, Shayna Horne, Vickie
Sanchez, Vicky Strye, Ryan Looney, Susan Carlos, Ed Colston

The Adoration of the Holy Eucharist

Every First Friday from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Sign up sheet is in the Narthex
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Your Gift is for God’s Work
Weekend Mass Collection: $4,776.65 Our _
Weekly Offering
Attendance for July 10 & 11 230
We suggest 10% of monthly income
Please Remember St. Therese Church in your Will

Parish Income & Expenses for June
PARISH INCOME : $28,202.09
PARISH EXPENSES: $17,386.41
WEEKLY BUILDING FUND COLLECTION: $ 365.00
PARISH HALL BUILDING LOAN BALANCE: $283,678.64

Sacraments / Sacramentos

Baptisms: Please contact the church office at least three
months prior to setting a date as a pre-baptismal meeting is
required.

Marriage: Please contact the church office at least six
months before setting a date as premarital classes must be
attended prior to the wedding.

For both of these sacraments you must be a member of our
Parish and in good standing. If you belong to some other
Parish but seeking the Sacraments you must bring letter from
your priest.

Bautizos: Se debe contactar a la oficina al menos un mes
antes de la fecha de celebraciéon. Una reunion pre-bautismal
es necesario antes de configurar la fecha.

Matrimonio: el padre debe ser contactado durante al
menos seis meses antes de la boda. Recuerda tomar clases
antes de fijar la fecha.

Para ambos sacramentos debe ser miembro de nuestra
parroquia y estar en buena posiciéon. Si pertenece a otra
parroquia pero busca los sacramentos, debe traer una carta
de su sacerdote.

Quinceanera: Si esta planeando un quinceafiera,
asegurese de comunicarse primero con la oficina de la iglsia,
antes de fijar una fecha.

Diocese Code of Ethics and Integrity

903-567-4286
903-266-2159
903-567-6431

Pastor: Father Jesudoss Thomas
Promoter of Justice: Rev. John Gomez
Parish Contact Person: Cynthia Stanley

WE WISH TO WELCOME EVERYONE VISITING US TODAY! THANK YOU!




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ladies Guild meeting today after the 9am mass. Thank you to all
those who donated, helped, and purchased BBQ plates last
weekend. We have precooked Pulled Pork on sale for $10.00 a bag.
Please see a LG member to purchase one.

If you are a Proclaimer of the Word an updated schedule is posted
in the Narthex. Kindly pick up a copy or check your email, and
plan to keep up your schedule. Thank you for your dedication to
this sacred ministry.

There will be a second collection next Sunday for The Church in
Africa.

We desperately in need of teachers and aides to assist with our
Faith Formation program. This is an extremely important ministry.
Please prayerfully consider helping our Parish. Please contact the
church office for more information.

Registration for Faith Formation classes begin on Sunday, August
1%t after the 9:00 and 11:30 a.m. Mass. Kindly register as soon as
possible as we need to order books and supplies. Classes will begin
Sunday, August 22™

RCIA is designed to teach the truth, beauty, and goodness of
the Catholic Faith to the unbaptized (catechumens) and baptized
(candidates). Please consider inviting your non-Catholic friends to
participate in the 2021/2022 RCIA program. If interested, please
contact the church office.

The Holy Father is inviting us to celebrate the first World
Grandparents Day on July 25" Please read Pope Francis’
profound letter included in the bulletin.

Nuestra Mision: cultivar las florecitas del jardin de Dios para que crezcan y den fruto
18 de julio, decimosexto domingo del tiempo ordinario

ki

Grandparents are a treasure in the family.
Please, take care of your grandparents:
love them and let them talk to your children!
— Pope Francis.

Youth Ministry
CYO Grades 6 — 12 are meeting every Wednesday from
6 pm. — 7:30 pm. in the Education Building. Please
contact JoAnne Henson for more information.

Kindly Support our SPECIAL PROJECTS, which need our imme-
diate attention: Replacing 3 AC/Heating Unites, Water Drainage
and Land Scape around our Education Building, and Rectory Re-
pair. The total cost for the Projects is $ 80,0000. We have now 40%
of the funds we need. Thanks for those who have helped so far. od
bless you.

40 %

DAILY MASS
If and when you can, kindly consider attending one of the
weekday Masses. You will receive special graces for your efforts.

ANUNCIOS

Reunién del Gremio de Damas hoy después de la misa
de las 9 am. Gracias a todos los que donaron, ayudaron y
compraron platos para barbacoa al final fin de semana.
Tenemos carne de cerdo desmenuzada precocida a la venta
por $ 10.00 la bolsa. Consulte a un miembro de LG para
comprar uno.

Si usted es un Proclamador de la Palabra, se publicara un
calendario actualizado en el Nartex. Asegurese de recoger
una copia (o revisar su correo electrénico) y anote la hora
programada para leer en su calendario. Gracias por su
dedicacion a este sagrado ministerio.

Habra una segunda colecta el préximo domingo para La
Iglesia en Africa

Necesitamos desesperadamente maestros y asistentes
gue nos ayuden con nuestro programa de formacion en la fe.
Este es un ministerio extremadamente importante. Por favor
considere en oracion ayudar a nuestra parroquia.
Comuniquese con la oficina de la iglesia para obtener mas
informacion.

La inscripcion para las clases de formacién en la fe comienza
el domingo 1 de agosto después de la misa de las 9:00 y las
11:30 a.m. Por favor registrese tan pronto como sea posible
ya que necesitamos ordenar libros y suministros. Las clases
comenzaran el domingo 22 de agosto.

RICA esta disefiado para ensefiar la verdad, la belleza y
la bondad de la fe catdlica a los no bautizados (catecimenos)
y bautizados (candidatos). Considere invitar a sus amigos no
catdlicos a participar en el programa RICA 2021/2022. Si esta
interesado, comuniquese con la oficina de la iglesia.

El Santo Padre nos invita a celebrar el primer Dia Mundial de
los Abuelos el 25 de julio. Lea la profunda carta del Papa
Francisco incluida en el boletin.

World Day For Grandparents and Elderly
Pope Francis has established throughout the
Church the celebration of the World Day for
Grandparents and Elderly beginning in 2021 on
the fourth Sunday of July, near the liturgical
memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, the
grandparents of Jesus. The announcement of this
celebration coincides with the celebration of the Year of Amoris
Laetitia Family, which began on the Solemnity of Saint Joseph the
husband of Mary, on March 19, 2021, and will conclude at the World
Meeting of Families in Rome in June of 2022.

e

Amoris Laetitia Family
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FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR

If you would like to honor a loved one with
flowers for the altar, please contact

RADIO MASS ON SUNDAYS
We are currently able to broadcast LIVE our 9 AM Mass on
Sundays. You can view it at the St Therese Radio Canton
Facebook page @ StThereseCantonRadio. In addition, if you are in the
listening area, you can tune into KDMI-LP 97.5 FM and
listen in. We are encouraging everyone to “‘follow” the Facebook page or
listen to the station to stay up to date on things happening at St. Therese.

Remember you can access the bulletin at our website sttheresecanton.org
DESEAMOS DAR LA BIENVENIDA A TODOS VISITANOS HOY! GRACIAS.



http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia/iniziative-e-risorse/giornata-mondiale-e-anziani.html
http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia/iniziative-e-risorse/giornata-mondiale-e-anziani.html

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the First World Day For Grand parents and the Elderly
July 25, 2021
“I am with you always”

Dear Grandfathers and Grandmothers, Dear Elderly Friends,

‘I am with you always” (Mt 28:20): this is the promise the Lord made to his disciples before he ascended into heaven.
They are the words that he repeats to you today, dear grandfathers and grandmothers, dear elderly friends. “l am
with you always” are also the words that |, as Bishop of Rome and an elderly person like yourselves, would like to
address to you on this first World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly. The whole Church is close to you — to us —
and cares about you, loves you and does not want to leave you alone!

I am well aware that this Message comes to you at a difficult time: the pandemic swept down on us like an
unexpected and furious storm; it has been a time of trial for everyone, but especially for us elderly persons. Many of
us fell ill, others died or experienced the death of spouses or loved ones, while others found themselves isolated and
alone for long periods.

The Lord is aware of all that we have been through in this time. He is close to those who felt isolated and alone,
feelings that became more acute during the pandemic. Tradition has it that Saint Joachim, the grandfather of Jesus,
felt estranged from those around him because he had no children; his life, like that of his wife Anne, was considered
useless. So the Lord sent an angel to console him. While he mused sadly outside the city gates, a messenger from
the Lord appeared to him and said, “Joachim, Joachim! The Lord has heard your insistent prayer”. [1] Giotto, in one
of his celebrated frescoes, [2] seems to set the scene at night, one of those many sleepless nights, filled with
memories, worries and longings to which many of us have come to be accustomed.

Even at the darkest moments, as in these months of pandemic, the Lord continues to send angels to console our
loneliness and to remind us: “| am with you always”. He says this to you, and he says it to me. That is the meaning of
this Day, which | wanted to celebrate for the first time in this particular year, as a long period of isolation ends and
social life slowly resumes. May every grandfather, every grandmother, every older person, especially those among
us who are most alone, receive the visit of an angel!

At times those angels will have the face of our grandchildren, at others, the face of family members, lifelong friends
or those we have come to know during these trying times, when we have learned how important hugs and visits are
for each of us. How sad it makes me that in some places these are still not possible!

The Lord, however, also sends us messengers through his words, which are always at hand. Let us try to read a
page of the Gospel every day, to pray with the psalms, to read the prophets! We will be comforted by the Lord's
faithfulness. The Scriptures will also help us to understand what the Lord is asking of our lives today. For at every
hour of the day (cf. Mt 20:1-16) and in every season of life, he continues to send laborers into his vineyard. | was
called to become the Bishop of Rome when | had reached, so to speak, retirement age and thought | would not be
doing anything new. The Lord is always — always — close to us. He is close to us with new possibilities, new ideas,
new consolations, but always close to us. You know that the Lord is eternal; he never, ever goes into retirement.

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells the Apostles, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded
you” (28:19-20). These words are also addressed to us today. They help us better understand that our vocation is to
preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to the young, and to care for the little ones. Think about it: what is our
vocation today, at our age? To preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to the young and to care for the little ones.
Never forget this.

It makes no difference how old you are, whether you still work or not, whether you are alone or have a family,
whether you became a grandmother or grandfather at a young age or later, whether you are still independent or need
assistance. Because there is no retirement age from the work of proclaiming the Gospel and handing down traditions
to your grandchildren. You just need to set out and undertake something new.

At this crucial moment in history, you have a renewed vocation. You may wonder: How this can be possible? My
energy is running out and | don’t think | can do much. How can | begin to act differently when habit is so much a part
of my life? How can | devote myself to those who are poor when | am already so concerned about my family? How
can | broaden my vision when | can’t even leave the residence where | live? Isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently
heavy burden?


https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/nonni/documents/20210531-messaggio-nonni-anziani.html#_ftn1
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/nonni/documents/20210531-messaggio-nonni-anziani.html#_ftn2

How many of you are asking just that question: isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently heavy burden? Jesus himself
heard a similar question from Nicodemus, who asked, “How can a man be born when he is old?” (Jn 3:4). It can
happen, the Lord replies, if we open our hearts to the working of the Holy Spirit, who blows where he wills. The Holy
Spirit whose freedom is such that goes wherever, and does whatever, he wills.

As | have often observed, we will not emerge from the present crisis as we were before, but either better or worse.
And “God willing... this may prove not to be just another tragedy of history from which we learned nothing... If only
we might keep in mind all those elderly persons who died for lack of respirators... If only this immense sorrow may
not prove useless, but enable us to take a step forward towards a new style of life. If only we might discover once for
all that we need one another, and that in this way our human frailty can experience a rebirth” (Fratelli Tutti, 35). No
one is saved alone. We are all indebted to one another. We are all brothers and sisters.

Given this, | want to tell you that you are needed in order to help build, in fraternity and social friendship, the world of
tomorrow: the world in which we, together with our children and grandchildren, will live once the storm has subsided.
All of us must “take an active part in renewing and supporting our troubled societies” (ibid., 77). Among the pillars
that support this new edifice, there are three that you, better than anyone else, can help to set up. Those three pil-
lars are dreams, memory and prayer. The Lord’'s closeness will grant to all, even the frailest among us, the
strength needed to embark on a new journey along the path of dreams, memory and prayer.

The prophet Joel once promised: “Your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men will have visions” (3:1).
The future of the world  depends on this covenant between young and old. Who, if not the young, can take the
dreams of the elderly and make them come true? Yet for this to happen, it is necessary that we continue to dream.
Our dreams of justice, of peace, of solidarity can make it possible for our young people to have new visions; in this
way, together, we can build the future. You need to show that it is possible to emerge renewed from an experience
of hardship. | am sure that you have had more than one such experience: in your life you have faced any number of
troubles and yet were able to pull through. Use those experiences to learn how to pull through now.

Dreams are thus intertwined with memory. | think of the painful memory of war, and its importance for helping the
young to learn the value of peace. Those among you who experienced the suffering of war must pass on this
message. Keeping memory alive is a true mission for every elderly person: keeping memory alive and sharing it with
others. Edith Bruck, who survived the horror of the Shoah, has said that “even illuminating a single conscience is
worth the effort and pain of keeping alive the memory of what has been.” She went on to say: “For me, memory is
life.” [3] | also think of my own grandparents, and those among you who had to emigrate and know how hard it is to
leave everything behind, as so many people continue to do today, in hope of a future. Some of those people may
even now be at our side, caring for us. These kinds of memory can help to build a more humane and welcoming
world. Without memory, however, we will never be able to build; without a foundation, we can never build a house.
Never. And the foundation of life is memory.

Finally, prayer. As my predecessor, Pope Benedict, himself a saintly elderly person who continues to pray and work
for the Church, once said: “the prayer of the elderly can protect the world, helping it perhaps more effectively than the
frenetic activity of many others.” [4] He spoke those words in 2012, towards the end of his pontificate. There is
something beautiful here. Your prayer is a very precious resource: a deep breath that the Church and the world
urgently need (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 262). Especially in these difficult times for our human family, as we continue
to sail in the same boat across the stormy sea of the pandemic, your intercession for the world and for the Church
has great value: it inspires in everyone the serene trust that we will soon come to shore.

Dear grandmother, dear grandfather, dear elderly friends, in concluding this Message to you, | would also like to
mention the example of Blessed (and soon Saint) Charles de Foucauld. He lived as a hermit in Algeria and there
testified to “his desire to feel himself a brother to all” (Eratelli Tutti, 287). The story of his life shows how it is possible,
even in the solitude of one’ s own desert, to intercede for the poor of the whole world and to become, in truth, a
universal brother or sister.

| ask the Lord that, also through his example, all of us may open our hearts in sensitivity to the sufferings of the poor
and intercede for their needs. May each of us learn to repeat to all, and especially to the young, the words of
consolation we have heard spoken to us today: “| am with you always”! Keep moving forward! May the Lord grant
you his blessing.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2021, Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary - FRANCIS

[1] The episode is narrated in the Protoevangelium of James.

[2] This image has been chosen as the logo for the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly.
[3] Memory is life, writing is breath. L’Osservatore Romano, January 26, 2021.

[4] Visit to the Group Home “Viva gli Anziani”, 2 November 2012.
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Mensaje de Su Santidad el Papa Francisco para la Primera Jornada Mundial de los Abuelos y Ancianos
25 de julio de 2021
Queridos abuelos, queridas abuelas:

“Yo estoy contigo todos los dias” (cf. Mt 28,20) es la promesa que el Sefor hizo a sus discipulos antes de subir al
cielo y que hoy te repite también a ti, querido abuelo y querida abuela. A ti. “Yo estoy contigo todos los dias” son
también las palabras que como Obispo de Roma y como anciano igual que tu me gustaria dirigirte con motivo de
esta primera Jornada Mundial de los Abuelos y de las Personas Mayores. Toda la Iglesia esta junto a ti —digamos
mejor, esta junto a nosotros—, jse preocupa por ti, te quiere y no quiere dejarte solo!

Soy muy consciente de que este mensaje te llega en un momento dificil: la pandemia ha sido una tormenta inespe-
rada y violenta, una dura prueba que ha golpeado la vida de todos, pero que a nosotros mayores nos ha reservado
un trato especial, un trato mas duro. Muchos de nosotros se han enfermado, y tantos se han ido o han visto apagar-
se la vida de sus conyuges o de sus seres queridos. Muchos, aislados, han sufrido la soledad durante largo tiempo.

El Sefior conoce cada uno de nuestros sufrimientos de este tiempo. Esta al lado de los que tienen la dolorosa expe-
riencia de ser dejados a un lado. Nuestra soledad —agravada por la pandemia— no le es indiferente. Una tradicion
narra que también san Joaquin, el abuelo de Jesus, fue apartado de su comunidad porque no tenia hijos. Su vida
—como la de su esposa Ana— fue considerada inutil. Pero el Sefior le envié un angel para consolarlo. Mientras él,
entristecido, permanecia fuera de las puertas de la ciudad, se le aparecio un enviado del Sefior que le dijo:
“iJoaquin, Joaquin! El Senor ha escuchado tu oracion insistente” [1]. Giotto, en uno de sus famosos frescos [2], pa-
rece ambientar la escena en la noche, en una de esas muchas noches de insomnio, llenas de recuerdos, preocupa-
ciones y deseos a las que muchos de nosotros estamos acostumbrados.

Pero incluso cuando todo parece oscuro, como en estos meses de pandemia, el Sefior sigue enviando angeles pa-
ra consolar nuestra soledad y repetirnos: “Yo estoy contigo todos los dias”. Esto te lo dice a ti, me lo dice a mi, a
todos. Este es el sentido de esta Jornada que he querido celebrar por primera vez precisamente este afno, después
de un largo aislamiento y una reanudacién todavia lenta de la vida social. jQue cada abuelo, cada anciano, cada
abuela, cada persona mayor —sobre todo los que estan mas solos— reciba la visita de un angel!

A veces tendran el rostro de nuestros nietos, otras veces el rostro de familiares, de amigos de toda la vida o de per-
sonas que hemos conocido durante este momento dificil. En este tiempo hemos aprendido a comprender lo impor-
tante que son los abrazos y las visitas para cada uno de nosotros, jy cdmo me entristece que en algunos lugares
esto todavia no sea posible!

Sin embargo, el Sefor también nos envia sus mensajeros a través de la Palabra de Dios, que nunca deja que falte
en nuestras vidas. Leamos una pagina del Evangelio cada dia, recemos con los Salmos, leamos los Profetas. Nos
conmovera la fidelidad del Senor. La Escritura también nos ayudara a comprender lo que el Sefior nos pide hoy pa-
ra nuestra vida. Porque envia obreros a su vifia a todas las horas del dia (cf. Mt 20,1-16), y en cada etapa de la vi-
da. Yo mismo puedo testimoniar que recibi la llamada a ser Obispo de Roma cuando habia llegado, por asi decirlo,
a la edad de la jubilacién, y ya me imaginaba que no podria hacer mucho mas. El Sefior esta siempre cerca de no-
sotros —siempre— con nuevas invitaciones, con nuevas palabras, con su consuelo, pero siempre esta cerca de
nosotros. Ustedes saben que el Sefor es eterno y que nunca se jubila. Nunca.

En el Evangelio de Mateo, Jesus dice a los Apéstoles: «Vayan, y hagan que todos los pueblos sean mis discipulos,
bautizandolos en el nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del Espiritu Santo, y ensefidndoles a cumplir todo lo que yo les
he mandado» (28,19-20). Estas palabras se dirigen también hoy a nosotros y nos ayudan a comprender mejor que
nuestra vocacion es la de custodiar las raices, transmitir la fe a los jovenes y cuidar a los pequefios. Escuchen bien:
¢cual es nuestra vocacion hoy, a nuestra edad? Custodiar las raices, transmitir la fe a los jovenes y cuidar de los
pequefios. No lo olviden.

No importa la edad que tengas, si sigues trabajando o no, si estas solo o tienes una familia, si te convertiste en
abuela o abuelo de joven o de mayor, si sigues siendo independiente o necesitas ayuda, porque no hay edad en la
que puedas retirarte de la tarea de anunciar el Evangelio, de la tarea de transmitir las tradiciones a los nietos. Es
necesario ponerse en marcha y, sobre todo, salir de uno mismo para emprender algo nuevo.

Hay, por tanto, una vocacion renovada también para ti en un momento crucial de la historia. Te preguntaras: pero,
¢,como es posible? Mis energias se estan agotando y no creo que pueda hacer mucho mas. ; Cémo puedo empe-
zar a comportarme de forma diferente cuando la costumbre se ha convertido en la norma de mi existencia? ; Como
puedo dedicarme a los mas pobres cuando tengo ya muchas preocupaciones por mi familia? ; Cémo puedo ampliar
la mirada si ni siquiera se me permite salir de la residencia donde vivo? ;No ya es mi soledad una carga demasiado
pesada? Cuantos de ustedes se hacen esta pregunta: mi soledad, ¢no es una piedra demasiado pesada? El mismo
Jesus escuchd una pregunta de este



tipo a Nicodemo, que le pregunté: 2 «¢ Como puede un hombre volver a nacer cuando ya es viejo?» (Jn 3,4). Esto
puede ocurrir, responde el Sefior, abriendo el propio corazén a la obra del Espiritu Santo, que sopla donde quiere.
El Espiritu Santo, con esa libertad que tiene, va a todas partes y hace lo que quiere.

Como he repetido en varias ocasiones, de la crisis en la que se encuentra el mundo no saldremos iguales, saldre-
mos mejores o peores. Y «ojala no se trate de otro episodio severo de la historia del que no hayamos sido capaces
de aprender —jnosotros somos duros de molleral— Ojala no nos olvidemos de los ancianos que murieron por falta
de respiradores [...]. Ojala que tanto dolor no sea inutil, que demos un salto hacia una forma nueva de vida y descu-
bramos definitivamente que nos necesitamos y nos debemos los unos a los otros, para que la humanidad renaz-
ca» (Carta enc. Fratelli tutti, 35). Nadie se salva solo. Estamos en deuda unos con otros. Todos hermanos

En esta perspectiva, quiero decirte que eres necesario para construir, en fraternidad y amistad social, el mundo de
mafiana: el mundo en el que viviremos —nosotros, y nuestros hijos y nietos— cuando la tormenta se haya calmado.
Todos «somos parte activa en la rehabilitacion y el auxilio de las sociedades heridas» (ibid., 77). Entre los diversos
pilares que deberan sostener esta nueva construccion hay tres que tl, mejor que otros, puedes ayudar a colocar.
Tres pilares: los suefos, la memoria y la oracién. La cercania del Sefor dara la fuerza para emprender un nuevo
camino incluso a los mas fragiles de entre nosotros,por los caminos de los suefios, de la memoria y de la oracion.

El profeta Joel pronuncié en una ocasién esta promesa: «Sus ancianos tendran suefios, y sus jovenes, visio-

nes» (3,1). El futuro del mundo reside en esta alianza entre los jovenes y los mayores. ; Quiénes, si no los jévenes,
pueden tomar los suefos de los mayores y llevarlos adelante? Pero para ello es necesario seguir sofando: en nues-
tros suefios de justicia, de paz y de solidaridad esta la posibilidad de que nuestros jovenes tengan nuevas visiones,
y juntos podamos construir el futuro. Es necesario que tu también des testimonio de que es posible salir renovado
de una experiencia dificil. Y estoy seguro de que no sera la Unica, porque habras tenido muchas en tu vida, y has
conseguido salir de ellas. Aprende también de aquella experiencia para salir ahora de esta.

Los suefios, por eso, estan entrelazados con la memoria. Pienso en lo importante que es el doloroso recuerdo de la
guerra y en lo mucho que las nuevas generaciones pueden aprender de él sobre el valor de la paz. Y eres tu quien
lo transmite, al haber vivido el dolor de las guerras. Recordar es una verdadera mision para toda persona mayor: la
memoria, y llevar la memoria a los demas. Edith Bruck, que sobrevivié a la tragedia de la Shoah, dijo que «incluso
iluminar una sola conciencia vale el esfuerzo y el dolor de mantener vivo el recuerdo de lo que ha sido —y conti-
nua—. Para mi, la memoria es vivir» [3]. También pienso en mis abuelos y en los que entre ustedes tuvieron que
emigrar y saben lo duro que es dejar el hogar, como hacen todavia hoy tantos en busca de un futuro. Algunos de
ellos, tal vez, los tenemos a nuestro lado y nos cuidan.

Esta memoria puede ayudar a construir un mundo mas humano, mas acogedor. Pero sin la memoria no se puede
construir; sin cimientos nunca construirds una casa. Nunca. Y los cimientos de la vida son la memoria.

Por ultimo, la oraciéon. Como dijo una vez mi predecesor, el Papa Benedicto, santo anciano que continda rezando y
trabajando por la Iglesia: «La oracion de los ancianos puede proteger al mundo, ayudandole tal vez de manera mas
incisiva que la solicitud de muchos». [4] Esto lo dijo casi al final de su pontificado en 2012. Es hermoso. Tu oracion
es un recurso muy valioso: es un pulmén del que la Iglesia y el mundo no pueden privarse (cf. Exhort. apost. Evan-
gelii gaudium, 262). Sobre todo en este momento dificil para la humanidad, mientras atravesamos, todos en la mis-
ma barca, el mar tormentoso de la pandemia, tu intercesién por el mundo y por la Iglesia no es en vano, sino que
indica a todos la serena confianza de un lugar de llegada.

Querida abuela, querido abuelo, al concluir este mensaje quisiera sefialarte también el ejemplo del beato —y préxi-
mamente santo— Carlos de Foucauld. Vivio como ermitafio en Argelia y en ese contexto periférico dio testimonio de
«sus deseos de sentir a cualquier ser humano como un hermano» (Carta enc. Fratelli tutti, 287). Su historia muestra
cdmo es posible, incluso en la soledad del propio desierto, interceder por los pobres del mundo entero y convertirse
verdaderamente en un hermano y una hermana universal.

Pido al Senor que, gracias también a su ejemplo, cada uno de nosotros ensanche su corazoén y lo haga sensible a
los sufrimientos de los mas pequenos, y capaz de interceder por ellos. Que cada uno de nosotros aprenda a repetir
a todos, y especialmente a los mas jovenes, esas palabras de consuelo que hoy hemos oido dirigidas a nosotros:
“Yo estoy contigo todos los dias”. Adelante y animo. Que el Sefior los bendiga.

Roma, San Juan de Letran, 31 de mayo, fiesta de la Visitacién de la B.V. Maria Francisco

[1] El episodio se narra en el Protoevangelio de Santiago.

[2] Se trata de la imagen elegida como logotipo de la Jornada Mundial de los Abuelos y de las Personas Mayores
[3] Cf. La memoria € vita, la scrittura € respiro: L’Osservatore Romano (26 enero 2021). 4

[4] Cf. Visita a la Casa-Familia “Viva los ancianos” (2 noviembre 2012).



