
 
St. Therese Catholic Church 

885 First Monday Lane, Canton, TX. 75103 
Office: 903-567-4286       Fax: 903-567-0586 

Website: www.sttheresecanton.org  
Email: sttheresecanton@gmail.com   or   sttheresesecretary@gmail.com 

Vision Statement: The St. Therese Catholic Community is a well-tended rose planted in Canton, Texas, nurtured by 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life of Jesus Christ according to the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, to bring the 
fruit of His grace and mercy to the lives of everyone, for the greater honor and glory of God.  
 

Declaración de la Visión: La comunidad católica de Santa Teresa es una rosa bien cuidada plantada en Canton, 
Texas, nutrida por el Camino, la Verdad y la Vida de Jesucristo  de acuerdo con las enseñanzas de la Iglesia Católica 
Romana, para traer el fruto de su gracia y misericordia a la vida de todos, para mayor honra y gloria de Dios. 

December 8th, Second Sunday of Advent                                                                                        

Church Staff 
Pastor:  Rev. Jesudoss Thomas, S.T.L.     

Deacons: 
Jim Burkel :  Alan Stehsel:  

Jon Fadely :  Larry Edwards :  
                    Church Secretary:               Bookkeeper:  

  Anna Stephens           Sharla Lewis 

Office Hours 
Horas de Oficina 
Monday-Friday /  
Lunes al Viernes 

9:00 am – 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday / Domingo:  
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 

DAILY  MASS 

Monday - 8:00 a.m. 
Tuesday - 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday - 12 Noon 
Thursday &  Friday - 8:00 a.m. 

 

CONFESSIONS 

Every day 30 minutes before  

Masses 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil  
5:30 p.m. (English) 

Sunday: 
7:00 & 9:00 a.m. (English)  

11:30 a.m.  (Spanish) 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
12 Noon / 6:00 p.m. 

DEVOTIONS  

ADORATION: On First Fridays  
 8:30 a.m. -  5:00 p.m. 

  Kindly Signup in the Narthex.  

FIRST SATURDAY MASS: 8:00 a.m. 

ROSARY  

Tuesday - 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday - 11:30 a.m. 
First Saturday after Mass 

Thanks for your advertisement in our Bulletin. Kindly support these Small Businesses who 
are helping our communities with their resources and hard work. May God bless everyone! 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
 
 

PROSPERTY 
BANK 

Canton Banking Center 
207 S. Athens St., Canton 

Tx, 75103 
903-567-4181 

prosperitybankusa.com 

Mary Kay Cosmetics 
Judy Thurman 

Independent Beauty Consultant 

www.marykay.com/ithurman 

214-335-6532 

Call me for a complimentary  

makeover! 

CATHOLIC RADIO  
For Your Soul 
KATH 910 AM -English 
KJON 850 AM -Spanish 
KDMI 97.5 FM -English 
 

Special Thank you  

to Garry & Rhita Koches 

Visit Our Ladies Guild 
Religious Gift Shop.  
Contact: Judy Thurman 

214-335-6532. 

Join the Ladies Guild!! 

903-873-6700 off   972-877-4472 cell 
101 BLUE BIRD PKWY, WILLS POINT,TX 75169 

Kevin Lewis  
 214-348-2400; 972-979-6512; kevinlewis@spsfence.com 

Pipe, Sq. Tube, Chain Link, Ornamental, Gates, Access Control 

1501 N. Trade Days Blvd. 
Canton, Texas / Call: 214-884-8141 

 Family Chiropractic Care 
Massage Therapy, PEMF Therapy 

Bioenergetic Lab Testing and more! 

Joe Parga: 903-288-8144 
Dumpster Rental,  

Mulch Sales, Metal Recycling 

  

903-275-3251 
Specialized in  

Large Tree Removal,  
Stump grinding,  
Tree trimming.  

Firewood for Sale.  

An Independent Catholic School,  
in Canton, TX. 

Perez Hay Farm 
Premium Coastal Hay 

Round & Square 

In barn & Delivered  

Mike & Terri Perez 
        903-865-1215; 903-714-3414 

Flowers Etc. 
Sue Ansley 

floral designer for 36 yrs. 
903-567-7045 

Canton, Texas 
tel:(903) 567-4628 

Fire Wheel Ranch, 
LLC 

 

Grass-Fed/Finished 
Beef 

for heart healthy  
customers 

 

Albert & Cindy 
Garcia 

512-676-1535 
Canton 

Member FDIC   903-567-4184 

Envios de Dinero a  
Mexico, centro y  

Sudamerrica 
 

Visitanos en 
222 W Dallas Street 
Canton, TX– 75103 

Phone 317-987-0703 

 Second Sunday of Advent, December 8, 2024 – Prayer is an act of Religion  
In last week’s reflection, we focused on why prayer is an act of justice. Now, let us consider why prayer is an act of religion.        
St. Aquinas teaches that prayer is an act of religion. But what is religion? The English word “religion” drives from Latin and French 
words. Hence, it has different interpretations but conveys the same meaning and purpose. First, Cicero used “relegere” (re + legere 
= “again + read”) which signifies “to go through again” or “reread”. Another word is, “religiens” which means “careful” opposite of 
“negligens” to neglect. The 13th century Latin word “religioun” or “religio” signifies "respect for what is sacred, reverence for the 
gods; sense of right, moral obligation; fear of the gods; divine service, religious observance; a religion, a faith, a mode of worship, cult; 
sanctity, and holiness," The word “religious” refers to “state of life bound by monastic vows” also “action or conduct indicating a  
belief in a divine power and reverence for god, and a desire to please the divine. An Anglo-French word “religiun” refers to “piety 
and devotion”. In summary, St. Aquinas states, “to do what pertains to the worship or service of God belongs properly to religion 
(Q.81.1). Also, man is called to render his devotion (devovere = vows) to God. Hence, devotion is an act of religion (Q.82.2) and 
devotion must be done “willingly and justly” to God alone. Third, St. Augustine used the word, “religere” which means “to bind 
together”. So, St. Augustine says, “religion binds us to the Almighty God. Therefore, if a person fails or neglects to seek the divine, 
to ponder over the things pertain to divine, or constantly fails to bind oneself to the divine, then that person is called “irreligious”. 
Since God is the source and creator of all things, he deserves a special kind of service or worship called “Latria” (Greek). Therefore, 
in summary, we must say that prayer is an act of religion by which a human being seeks God, reads again, and ponders over the 
things pertaining to God, and binds himself with God, renders his highest form of worship and reverence to God. Hence, 
“devotion is special act of the will” (Q.81.1) Because devotion is apparently nothing else but the will to give oneself readily to things 
concerning the service of God. (Q.82.1). We, who are created in the image and likeness of God are bound to ponder over in our 
hearts the things which pertain to God. We ought to seek God again because we have lost him by our sin and neglect. Religion 
has a community dimension as well. Hence, we are bound to pray, worship, and offer sacrifices to God as community. During 
this Advent season, let us participate frequently in the Mass and receive the sacrament of Reconciliation and prepare ourselves to 
celebrate the historical Birthday of Christ, but pray and rejoice now, for, He is with us now!          - Fr. Jesu   

Welcome to Our Visitors and New Parishioners   
We joyfully welcome you to our Parish Family.  We are blessed by your visit!  

If you would like to become a member of our St. Therese Family, please, come  by the office  
after the 9:00 am Mass to register. Thank you and God Bless! 

Church Staff 
Pastor:  Rev. Jesudoss Thomas, S.T.L.     

Deacons: 
Jim Burkel :Alan Stehsel: Jon Fadely :  Larry Edwards :                     
Church Secretary:               Bookkeeper:  

  Anna Stephens           Sharla Lewis 

Office Hours 
Horas de Oficina 
Monday-Friday /  
Lunes al Viernes 

9:00 am – 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday / Domingo:  
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
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The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for December Praying for the Sick 

Office Staff 

Secretary: Anna Stephens 

Bookkeeper: Sharla Lewis 

Facility Rental: Deacon Larry Edwards 

Finance Council: Helen Howell 

Building Maintenance: Ed Lucas 

DRE: Barbara Cozart 

Pastoral Council: Ron Veilleux 

Music Director: Ken Mings 

CYO High School: JoAnne Henson 

CYO Jr. High: Sue Watson 

Liturgy Coordinator: Deacon Jon Fadely 

 

 

Religious Education / Ministries 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Barbara Cozart 
RCIA: Deacon Alan Stehsel 
Adult Bible Study: JoAnne Henson &  
                              Rosemarie Hicks 
Sanctity of Life Ministry: Deacon Jim Burkel 
Crisis Pregnancy & Gabriel Project: 

Educación Religiosa / Ministerios 
Ministro de Lectores  
Servidores: Andrea Galvan, Maria Landaverde  
Ministerio de Coro: Gerardo Ramirez 
Preparacion de los Sacramentos  
Y Quinceñeras: Diacono Jon Fadely   
Sacraments Prep-Children: Jenny Aubert                                             

 

Monthly or Weekly Meetings 
Ladies Guild                   
Holy Name Society          
Knights of Columbus     
Sacraments Prep          
CYO                               
RCIA       
Daughter’s of Mary 

 
2nd-Sun 10 am 
2nd-Sun 10 am 
3rd-Thurs 6 pm 
Wed 6:30 pm 
Wed 6:00 pm 
Sun 10:30 am 
2nd-Wed 1:30pm 

Parish Organizations 
K of C: Jeff Aubert                        
Ladies Guild: Joyce Fleming  
Holy Name Society: Mike Perez                    
St. Therese Charity: Kathleen Bulfer           
Religious Gift Shop: Judy Thurman 
Scholarship Fund: Sharla Lewis  
Hospitality Ministry: Linda Lehman  

 

 Sunday 
7:00 am 
9.00 am 
11:30 am 

Dec. 8 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

Second Sunday of Advent 
† Barbara Golden by Deacon Jim & Rose Ann Burkel 
Teresa Morris Birthday by Mike & Susan Trojacek 
† Panfilo Salas,† Belen Tiscareno,† Andres Acosta & † Maria Guzman 
by The Salas Family 

Monday 
8:00 am 

Dec. 9 
Mass 

The Immaculate Conception of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
† Russell Jordan by Martie & Greg Brown 
Chin & John Boyd 30th Wedding Anniversary 
Benito & Mayela Rosas Wedding Anniversary 

 Tuesday 
6:00 pm 

Dec. 10 
Mass 

Our Lady of Loreto 
† Jerry Varalli by Celine Powers 

Wed. 
12:00 pm 

Dec. 11 
Mass 

Saint Damasus I, Pope 
† Rose Scott by Deacon Jim & Rose Ann Burkel 

Thursday 
 6:00 am 
8:00 am 

Dec. 12 
 

Mass 

Our Lay of Guadalupe 
Mañanitas - Morning Praises to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
† Bob & Irene Barber by Deacon Jim & Rose Ann Burkel 

Friday 
 8:00 am 

Dec. 13 
Mass 

Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
Nick Gangloff By Sharla & Kevin Lewis 

Saturday 
10:30 am 
  5:30 pm 

Dec. 14 
Mass 
Mass 

Saint John of The Cross 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
† Marty Weaver by Pat Murrey 

Mass Intentions and Liturgical Observations  Readings for this Week 

Sacraments  /  Sacramentos  
Baptisms:  Please contact the church office at least 
three months prior to setting a date as a             
pre-baptismal meeting is required. 
 

Marriage: Please contact the church office to visit 
with your pastor at least six months before setting a 
date as premarital    classes must be attended prior 
to the wedding.  
 

For both of these sacraments you must be a 
member of our Parish and in good standing. If 
you belong to another Parish and are seeking the  
Sacraments you must bring letter from your priest.  
 

Bautizos: Se debe contactar a la oficina al menos 
un mes antes de la fecha de celebración. Una       
reunión pre-bautismal es necesario antes de  
configurar la fecha. 
 

Matrimonio: el padre debe ser contactado durante 
al menos seis meses antes de la boda. Recuerda 
tomar clases antes de fijar la fecha.  
 

Para ambos sacramentos debe ser miembro de 
nuestra parroquia y estar en buena posición. Si 
pertenece a otra parroquia pero busca los 
sacramentos, debe traer una carta de su sacerdote. 
 

Quinceañera: Si está planeando un quinceañera,  
asegúrese de comunicarse primero con la oficina de 
la iglsia, antes de fijar una fecha.  

 

  

 
 

 

 

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR THIS WEEK 
 

   To Honor someone with flowers for the altar,  
please contact: Martie Brown @  

Or contact the church office 

 
PLEASE BE AWARE OF SCAMS 

 
Father Jesu will never ask you for gift 

cards, money transfers or donations/cash 
solicited via text messages or email.  If you 
receive anything like this please know it is 

a scam and do not respond.  

LADIES GUILD 
SERVICE, SPIRITUAL, SOCIAL 
INTERESTED IN JOINING US 

please contact:  
Joyce Fleming  

Or call the Church office  
for contact Information. 

New members Always welcome! 

 

Diocese Code of Ethics and Integrity 
 

  Pastor: Father Jesudoss Thomas, STL:  
  Promoter of Justice: Rev. John Gomez:  
  Parish Contact Person: Suzanne Watson  

  Please contact the Church Office for more information. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
Meetings are every 3rd Thursday  

of the month at 6:00 pm 
Interested in joining please contact:  

Grand Knight: Jeff Aubert  
Deputy Grand Knight: Mike Perez 

Youth Ministry & CYO Grades 6 – 12  
meet every Wednesday from 6 pm – 7:30 pm.  

in the Education Building.  
Please contact: JoAnne Henson for more information. 

Your Gift is for God’s Work 
Weekend Mass Collection: $7,783.00 
Attendance for Nov. 30 & Dec. 1:  484 
We suggest 10% of monthly income 
Please Remember St. Therese Church in your Will. 

Parish Income & Expenses for October 
Parish Income :      $ 28,141.22 
Parish Expenses:    $ 21,677.49 

Weekly Building Fund Collection:  $ 2,776.00                    
Special Thanks to everyone for your offerings. 

Kindly consider the year-end tax-detectable donations  

DAILY MASS  
It helps us to grow in our personal holiness. As we need food 

everyday, we need Eucharist everyday. If you missed a    
Sunday Mass, kindly consider attending one of the weekday 

Masses. Let us pray for our broken world, which needs God’s 
Mercy and peace. If  and when you can attend a weekday 

Mass, you will receive special graces for your efforts. 

The St Therese Canton Radio  
If you are in the  listening area, you can tune into  

KDMI-LP 97.5 FM. We are encouraging everyone to “follow” 
the Facebook page or listen to the station to stay up to date on 

things happening at St. Therese. Facebook page  
@ StThereseCantonRadio. 

 

Visiting the Sick 
If you are sick, going for surgery, or in the hospital please 

contact the priest as soon as possible for your  
sacramental needs.  

 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar  
Dec. 9 (Mon) - Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  

Dec. 12 (Thurs) - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Dec. 14 (Sat) - Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish Celeb. 

  - See the Advent Schedule for details 

Dec. 19 (Thurs) - Advent Confessions 6:00 - 7:00 pm 

Dec. 24 (Tues ) - Christmas Eve Children's Mass 5:30 
pm;  Carols at 11:30 pm followed by Midnight Mass  

Dec 25 (Wed) - Mass at 9:00 am 

Sunday Humor 

From a church bulletin “A new loudspeaker  
system has been installed in the church. It was 
given by one of our members in honor of his 
wife.”  

Bar 5:1-9  
Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6.  
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11  
Lk 3:1-6  

 
 
Gn 3:9-15, 20  
PS 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4  
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12  
Lk 1:26-38  
 
Is 40:1-11  
Mt 18:12-14  
 
Is 40:25-31  
Mt 11:28-30  
 
 
ZEC 2:14-17  
LK 1:26-38  
 

 
Is 48:17-19  
Mt 11:16-19  
 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11  
Mt 17:9a, 10-13  

For pilgrims of hope 

We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith,  

helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives, 

and that it may transform us into  

pilgrims of Christian hope.  

 

Para los peregrinos de la esperanza 

Oramos para que este Año Jubilar fortalezca nuestra fe, 

ayudándonos a reconocer a Cristo Resucitado en nuestra 

vida diaria, y que nos transforme en peregrinos de la  

esperanza cristiana. 

Luis Hernandez, Benito Jr., Lollie Amburn, Shayna Horne, Chris Lyle, John Drane, Bill 

Crouch, Kathleen Bulfer, Patty Ratliff, John Boyd, Gregory Crouch, Mariln Terra,  
Kathleen LeBars, Christine Sigle, Jackson Palumbo, Dan Peden, Graciela Peden, 

Amanda Peden, Nathan Peden, David Peden, Marylyn Goodin, Margaret Hoefer, Suzie 

Oreb, Rand  Family, Susan Carlos, Honey Roy, Eddie Valdez, Dawson Elmore, Rose 
Montgomery, Ellery Speight, Sheila Cote, Bryan Davis, Wanda Ray, Scott & Annette 

Muckelroy, Julie French, Hannah Deprez, Alexis Ranne, Patti Parise, Ann Bradley, 

Doug Hatton, Jerry & Uethel Burrows, David Haimes, Charlie Bulfer, Willis Abrams,  
Olivia Aguilar, D. Lane, Carlitos Martinez, Byron Medley Jr., Tom Koller, George Pitts, 

Manuel Chabarria, Maggie Beall, Naomi Montez, Darryl Rosson, Manuel Clunga,  

Wanda Ray, Duane & Margaret Musgrave, Jessica Bass, The Duncan Family, the  
Bailey Family, Linda Wade, Enrique Rojo, Barry Hatton, The Falciani Family, Dolores 

Rosati, and those who suffer from various illnesses. 

Office Staff 

Secretary: Anna Stephens 

Bookkeeper: Sharla Lewis 

Facility Rental: Deacon Larry Edwards 

Finance Council: Helen Howell 

Building Maintenance: Ed Lucas 

DRE: Barbara Cozart 

Pastoral Council: Ron Veilleux 

Music Director: Ken Mings 

CYO High School: JoAnne Henson 

CYO Jr. High: Sue Watson 

Liturgy Coordinator: Deacon Jon Fadely 

 Religious Education / Ministries 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Barbara Cozart 
RCIA: Deacon Alan Stehsel 
Adult Bible Study: JoAnne Henson &  
                              Rosemarie Hicks 
Sanctity of Life Ministry: Deacon Jim Burkel 
Crisis Pregnancy & Gabriel Project: 

Educación Religiosa / Ministerios 
Ministro de Lectores  
Servidores: Andrea Galvan, Maria Landaverde  
Ministerio de Coro: Gerardo Ramirez 
Preparacion de los Sacramentos  
Y Quinceñeras: Diacono Jon Fadely   
Sacraments Prep-Children: Jenny Aubert                                             

 

Monthly or Weekly Meetings 
Ladies Guild                   
Holy Name Society          
Knights of Columbus     
Sacraments Prep          
CYO                               
RCIA       
Daughter’s of Mary 

 Parish Organizations 
K of C: Jeff Aubert                        
Ladies Guild: Joyce Fleming  
Holy Name Society: Mike Perez                    
St. Therese Charity: Kathleen Bulfer           
Religious Gift Shop: Judy Thurman 
Scholarship Fund: Sharla Lewis  
Hospitality Ministry: Linda Lehman  
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Announcements 
 

 There is a second collection today for the Retirement Fund for Religious. 

 This Thursday, December 12th, is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. We will have Mananitas at 6:00 a.m. 
followed by Mass at 8:00 am with Holy Hour from 7-8 p.m. Then on Saturday, December 14th we will have the 
Rosary at 10 a.m. with Mass at 10:30 a.m. and lunch to follow. Please join the Spanish community in celebrat-
ing this beautiful feast. 

 Las Posadas begins on Monday, December 16th and continues through December 24th.  

 On Thursday, December 19th we will have several priests here for Advent Penance Service (confessions) from 
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

 Please pick up a green flyer in the Narthex for the Christmas/Advent schedule. 

 Christmas is right around the corner! Kindly stop by the Ladies Guild Gift Shop to browse through all the new 
items they have available. 

 Vendors from Bethlehem are here this weekend to sell the olive woodcarving images and rosaries. Please 
plan to purchase some items to help the Christian families in Bethlehem.    

 We have a new parishioner looking for a babysitter for three children 3, 2 and 1.  If you are interested, please 
contact the church.   

Anuncios 

 Hoy hay una segunda colecta para el Fondo de Jubilación de Religiosos. 

 Este jueves 12 de diciembre es la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. Tendremos Mananitas a las 6:00 
a. m. seguido de Misa a las 8:00 a. m. con Hora Santa de 7 a 8 p. m. Luego, el sábado 14 de diciembre 
tendremos el Rosario a las 10 a.m. con Misa a las 10:30 a.m. y almuerzo a continuación. Únase a la comuni-
dad española para celebrar esta hermosa fiesta. 

 Las Posadas comienza el lunes 16 de diciembre y continúa hasta el 24 de diciembre. 

 El jueves 19 de diciembre tendremos varios sacerdotes aquí para el Servicio de Penitencia de Adviento 
(confesiones) de 6:00 a 7:00 p.m. 

 Por favor recoja un folleto verde en Narthex para el horario de Navidad/Adviento. 

 ¡La Navidad está a la vuelta de la esquina! Pase por la tienda de regalos de Ladies Guild para ver todos los ar-
tículos nuevos que tienen disponibles. 

 Los vendedores de Belén estarán aquí el próximo fin de semana para vender imágenes talladas en madera 
de olivo y rosarios. Planee comprar algunos artículos para ayudar a las familias cristianas en Belén. 

 Tenemos un nuevo feligrés que busca una niñera para tres niños de 3, 2 y 1. Si está interesado, co-
muníquese con la iglesia. 

Advent 

The Second Week of Advent is focused on the virtue of faith. Faith is 
another integral aspect of the Christian life which directs our thoughts 
and actions to ourselves, others, and God. Our faith in God informs how 
we live in right-relationship with him and those around us. As explained in 
the Letter to the Hebrews "Faith is the realization of what is hoped for 
and evidence of things not seen. Because of it the ancients were well  
attested. By faith we understand that the universe was ordered by the 
word of God, so that what is visible came into being through the          
invisible" (Hebrews 11:1-3).  

Faith is a combination of our belief in him, our willing assent to his ways, and commitment to live as he calls us even 
when we cannot see or hear him. Faith, while rational, is inspired and placed within us by God the Father in order to 
know, understand, and love him through Jesus. As the Catechism explains, "No one can say 'Jesus is Lord' except by 
the Holy Spirit." God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 'Abba! Father!' This knowledge of faith is 
possible only in the Holy Spirit: to be in touch with Christ, we must first have been touched by the Holy Spirit. He 
comes to meet us and kindles faith in us. 

The Third Week of Advent begins with Gaudete (Joyful) Sunday, and this week is focused on the joy of the 
Christian life. Since Advent is a penitential season, akin to a "mini" Lent, the Church celebrates a day of joy and hope 
as we draw closer to the end of Advent and the arrival of Christmas, the Nativity of Our Lord. The most noticeable 
shift in liturgy on Gaudete Sunday is the use of rose-colored vestments, which are only used on a handful of feast 
days or Solemnities. 

Gaudete Sunday celebrates the joy we as Christians feel as we contemplate the hope of the Savior with the gift of 
Christ's Incarnation. The first two weeks of Advent centered on hope and love must be seen and understood in order 
to realize the full depth of the third week of Advent and Gaudete Sunday. Our joy results from both our hope in the 
Lord and our love for him. 

The fourth and final week of Advent is focused on the virtue of peace. The peace talked about in this final week of 
Advent relates to Jesus' title as the Prince of Peace who ushers in a new way of existence. Peace in the spiritual life 
relates to both the inner peace we receive from God through grace and the sacraments as well as the peace that will 
come to the world at the second coming. 

An integral aspect of contemplating peace in Advent is how we receive Christ's peace in our own lives. The           
Catechism explains: "By this power of the Spirit, God's children can bear much fruit. He who has grafted us onto the 
true vine will make us bear 'the fruit of the Spirit: . . . love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,   
gentleness, self-control.' 'We live by the Spirit'; the more we renounce ourselves, the more we walk by the Spirit.' 
Through the Holy Spirit we are restored to paradise, led back to the Kingdom of heaven, and adopted as children,  
given confidence to call God 'Father' and to share in Christ's grace, called children of light and given a share in     
eternal glory" (CCC 736). 

Adviento 

La Segunda Semana de Adviento se centra en la virtud de la fe. La fe 
es otro aspecto integral de la vida cristiana que dirige nuestros           
pensamientos y acciones hacia nosotros mismos, los demás y Dios. 
Nuestra fe en Dios informa cómo vivimos en una relación correcta con él 
y quienes nos rodean. Como se explica en la Carta a los Hebreos "La fe 
es la realización de lo que se espera y la evidencia de lo que no se ve. 
Por ella tenían buen testimonio los antiguos. Por la fe entendemos que el 
universo fue ordenado por la palabra de Dios, así que lo visible fue 
hecho por lo invisible" (Hebreos 11:1-3). 

La fe es una combinación de nuestra creencia en él, nuestro consentimiento voluntario a sus caminos y el            
compromiso de vivir como él nos llama incluso cuando no podemos verlo ni oírlo. La fe, aunque racional, es          
inspirada y puesta en nosotros por Dios Padre para conocerlo, comprenderlo y amarlo a través de Jesús. Como   
explica el Catecismo, "Nadie puede decir 'Jesús es Señor' sino por el Espíritu Santo". Dios ha enviado el Espíritu de 
su Hijo a nuestros corazones, que clama: ¡Abba! ¡Padre!' Este conocimiento de la fe sólo es posible en el Espíritu 
Santo: para estar en contacto con Cristo, primero debemos haber sido tocados por el Espíritu Santo. Él viene a  
nuestro encuentro y enciende la fe en nosotros. 

La Tercera Semana de Adviento comienza con el Domingo Gaudete (Alegre), y esta semana se centra en la 
alegría de la vida cristiana. Dado que el Adviento es una temporada penitencial, similar a una "mini" Cuaresma, la 
Iglesia celebra un día de alegría y esperanza a medida que nos acercamos al final del Adviento y la llegada de la 
Navidad, la Natividad de Nuestro Señor. El cambio más notable en la liturgia del domingo de Gaudete es el uso de 
vestimentas de color rosa, que sólo se utilizan en unos pocos días festivos o solemnidades. 

El Domingo Gaudete celebra la alegría que sentimos como cristianos al contemplar la esperanza del Salvador con el 
don de la Encarnación de Cristo. Las dos primeras semanas de Adviento, centradas en la esperanza y el amor, 
deben verse y comprenderse para poder comprender toda la profundidad de la tercera semana de Adviento y el  
Domingo de Gaudete. Nuestro gozo resulta tanto de nuestra esperanza en el Señor como de nuestro amor por él. 

La cuarta y última semana de Adviento se centra en la virtud de la paz. La paz de la que se habla en esta última 
semana de Adviento se relaciona con el título de Jesús como Príncipe de Paz que marca el comienzo de una nueva 
forma de existencia. La paz en la vida espiritual se relaciona tanto con la paz interior que recibimos de Dios a través 
de la gracia y los sacramentos como con la paz que vendrá al mundo en la segunda venida. 

Un aspecto integral de contemplar la paz en Adviento es cómo recibimos la paz de Cristo en nuestras propias vidas. 
El Catecismo explica: "Por esta fuerza del Espíritu, los hijos de Dios pueden dar mucho fruto. Aquel que nos ha     
injertado en la vid verdadera nos hará dar 'el fruto del Espíritu:... amor, alegría, paz, paciencia, bondad, bondad, 
fidelidad, mansedumbre, dominio propio.' 'Vivimos por el Espíritu'; cuanto más renunciamos a nosotros mismos, 
más caminamos por el Espíritu.' A través del Espíritu Santo somos restaurados al paraíso, conducidos de regreso al 
Reino de los cielos y adoptados como hijos, se nos da confianza para llamar a Dios 'Padre' y compartir la gracia de 
Cristo, se nos llama hijos de la luz y se nos da participación en la gloria eterna. (CCC 736). 



Announcements 
 

 There is a second collection today for the Retirement Fund for Religious. 

 This Thursday, December 12th, is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. We will have Mananitas at 6:00 a.m. 
followed by Mass at 8:00 am with Holy Hour from 7-8 p.m. Then on Saturday, December 14th we will have the 
Rosary at 10 a.m. with Mass at 10:30 a.m. and lunch to follow. Please join the Spanish community in celebrat-
ing this beautiful feast. 

 Las Posadas begins on Monday, December 16th and continues through December 24th.  

 On Thursday, December 19th we will have several priests here for Advent Penance Service (confessions) from 
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

 Please pick up a green flyer in the Narthex for the Christmas/Advent schedule. 

 Christmas is right around the corner! Kindly stop by the Ladies Guild Gift Shop to browse through all the new 
items they have available. 

 Vendors from Bethlehem are here this weekend to sell the olive woodcarving images and rosaries. Please 
plan to purchase some items to help the Christian families in Bethlehem.    

 We have a new parishioner looking for a babysitter for three children 3, 2 and 1.  If you are interested, please 
contact the church.   

Anuncios 

 Hoy hay una segunda colecta para el Fondo de Jubilación de Religiosos. 

 Este jueves 12 de diciembre es la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. Tendremos Mananitas a las 6:00 
a. m. seguido de Misa a las 8:00 a. m. con Hora Santa de 7 a 8 p. m. Luego, el sábado 14 de diciembre 
tendremos el Rosario a las 10 a.m. con Misa a las 10:30 a.m. y almuerzo a continuación. Únase a la comuni-
dad española para celebrar esta hermosa fiesta. 

 Las Posadas comienza el lunes 16 de diciembre y continúa hasta el 24 de diciembre. 

 El jueves 19 de diciembre tendremos varios sacerdotes aquí para el Servicio de Penitencia de Adviento 
(confesiones) de 6:00 a 7:00 p.m. 

 Por favor recoja un folleto verde en Narthex para el horario de Navidad/Adviento. 

 ¡La Navidad está a la vuelta de la esquina! Pase por la tienda de regalos de Ladies Guild para ver todos los ar-
tículos nuevos que tienen disponibles. 

 Los vendedores de Belén estarán aquí el próximo fin de semana para vender imágenes talladas en madera 
de olivo y rosarios. Planee comprar algunos artículos para ayudar a las familias cristianas en Belén. 

 Tenemos un nuevo feligrés que busca una niñera para tres niños de 3, 2 y 1. Si está interesado, co-
muníquese con la iglesia. 

Advent 

The Second Week of Advent is focused on the virtue of faith. Faith is 
another integral aspect of the Christian life which directs our thoughts 
and actions to ourselves, others, and God. Our faith in God informs how 
we live in right-relationship with him and those around us. As explained in 
the Letter to the Hebrews "Faith is the realization of what is hoped for 
and evidence of things not seen. Because of it the ancients were well  
attested. By faith we understand that the universe was ordered by the 
word of God, so that what is visible came into being through the          
invisible" (Hebrews 11:1-3).  

Faith is a combination of our belief in him, our willing assent to his ways, and commitment to live as he calls us even 
when we cannot see or hear him. Faith, while rational, is inspired and placed within us by God the Father in order to 
know, understand, and love him through Jesus. As the Catechism explains, "No one can say 'Jesus is Lord' except by 
the Holy Spirit." God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 'Abba! Father!' This knowledge of faith is 
possible only in the Holy Spirit: to be in touch with Christ, we must first have been touched by the Holy Spirit. He 
comes to meet us and kindles faith in us. 

The Third Week of Advent begins with Gaudete (Joyful) Sunday, and this week is focused on the joy of the 
Christian life. Since Advent is a penitential season, akin to a "mini" Lent, the Church celebrates a day of joy and hope 
as we draw closer to the end of Advent and the arrival of Christmas, the Nativity of Our Lord. The most noticeable 
shift in liturgy on Gaudete Sunday is the use of rose-colored vestments, which are only used on a handful of feast 
days or Solemnities. 

Gaudete Sunday celebrates the joy we as Christians feel as we contemplate the hope of the Savior with the gift of 
Christ's Incarnation. The first two weeks of Advent centered on hope and love must be seen and understood in order 
to realize the full depth of the third week of Advent and Gaudete Sunday. Our joy results from both our hope in the 
Lord and our love for him. 

The fourth and final week of Advent is focused on the virtue of peace. The peace talked about in this final week of 
Advent relates to Jesus' title as the Prince of Peace who ushers in a new way of existence. Peace in the spiritual life 
relates to both the inner peace we receive from God through grace and the sacraments as well as the peace that will 
come to the world at the second coming. 

An integral aspect of contemplating peace in Advent is how we receive Christ's peace in our own lives. The           
Catechism explains: "By this power of the Spirit, God's children can bear much fruit. He who has grafted us onto the 
true vine will make us bear 'the fruit of the Spirit: . . . love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,   
gentleness, self-control.' 'We live by the Spirit'; the more we renounce ourselves, the more we walk by the Spirit.' 
Through the Holy Spirit we are restored to paradise, led back to the Kingdom of heaven, and adopted as children,  
given confidence to call God 'Father' and to share in Christ's grace, called children of light and given a share in     
eternal glory" (CCC 736). 

Adviento 

La Segunda Semana de Adviento se centra en la virtud de la fe. La fe 
es otro aspecto integral de la vida cristiana que dirige nuestros           
pensamientos y acciones hacia nosotros mismos, los demás y Dios. 
Nuestra fe en Dios informa cómo vivimos en una relación correcta con él 
y quienes nos rodean. Como se explica en la Carta a los Hebreos "La fe 
es la realización de lo que se espera y la evidencia de lo que no se ve. 
Por ella tenían buen testimonio los antiguos. Por la fe entendemos que el 
universo fue ordenado por la palabra de Dios, así que lo visible fue 
hecho por lo invisible" (Hebreos 11:1-3). 

La fe es una combinación de nuestra creencia en él, nuestro consentimiento voluntario a sus caminos y el            
compromiso de vivir como él nos llama incluso cuando no podemos verlo ni oírlo. La fe, aunque racional, es          
inspirada y puesta en nosotros por Dios Padre para conocerlo, comprenderlo y amarlo a través de Jesús. Como   
explica el Catecismo, "Nadie puede decir 'Jesús es Señor' sino por el Espíritu Santo". Dios ha enviado el Espíritu de 
su Hijo a nuestros corazones, que clama: ¡Abba! ¡Padre!' Este conocimiento de la fe sólo es posible en el Espíritu 
Santo: para estar en contacto con Cristo, primero debemos haber sido tocados por el Espíritu Santo. Él viene a  
nuestro encuentro y enciende la fe en nosotros. 

La Tercera Semana de Adviento comienza con el Domingo Gaudete (Alegre), y esta semana se centra en la 
alegría de la vida cristiana. Dado que el Adviento es una temporada penitencial, similar a una "mini" Cuaresma, la 
Iglesia celebra un día de alegría y esperanza a medida que nos acercamos al final del Adviento y la llegada de la 
Navidad, la Natividad de Nuestro Señor. El cambio más notable en la liturgia del domingo de Gaudete es el uso de 
vestimentas de color rosa, que sólo se utilizan en unos pocos días festivos o solemnidades. 

El Domingo Gaudete celebra la alegría que sentimos como cristianos al contemplar la esperanza del Salvador con el 
don de la Encarnación de Cristo. Las dos primeras semanas de Adviento, centradas en la esperanza y el amor, 
deben verse y comprenderse para poder comprender toda la profundidad de la tercera semana de Adviento y el  
Domingo de Gaudete. Nuestro gozo resulta tanto de nuestra esperanza en el Señor como de nuestro amor por él. 

La cuarta y última semana de Adviento se centra en la virtud de la paz. La paz de la que se habla en esta última 
semana de Adviento se relaciona con el título de Jesús como Príncipe de Paz que marca el comienzo de una nueva 
forma de existencia. La paz en la vida espiritual se relaciona tanto con la paz interior que recibimos de Dios a través 
de la gracia y los sacramentos como con la paz que vendrá al mundo en la segunda venida. 

Un aspecto integral de contemplar la paz en Adviento es cómo recibimos la paz de Cristo en nuestras propias vidas. 
El Catecismo explica: "Por esta fuerza del Espíritu, los hijos de Dios pueden dar mucho fruto. Aquel que nos ha     
injertado en la vid verdadera nos hará dar 'el fruto del Espíritu:... amor, alegría, paz, paciencia, bondad, bondad, 
fidelidad, mansedumbre, dominio propio.' 'Vivimos por el Espíritu'; cuanto más renunciamos a nosotros mismos, 
más caminamos por el Espíritu.' A través del Espíritu Santo somos restaurados al paraíso, conducidos de regreso al 
Reino de los cielos y adoptados como hijos, se nos da confianza para llamar a Dios 'Padre' y compartir la gracia de 
Cristo, se nos llama hijos de la luz y se nos da participación en la gloria eterna. (CCC 736). 


