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Why Data Protection Matters More Than Ever

Cybercriminals are smarter, faster, and more organized than
ever before.

From phishing emails that look 100% legitimate to fake texts
and cloned websites, identity theft has become a global
problem — one that can happen to anyone, on any device.

Your personal information — passwords, credit cards, tax
data, and saved logins — is more valuable on the black
market than most people realize. Once stolen, it can be used
for fraudulent purchases, fake accounts, and even identity
impersonation.

Fortunately, protecting yourself isn’t difficult. With a few
smart habits and the right tools, you can keep your data —
and your identity — secure.

Top Threats
Here are the most common ways identity theft occurs today:

e Phishing & Smishing: Fake emails or text messages that
appear to come from banks, shipping companies, or even
Microsoft support. They often ask you to click a link or
“verify your account.” (Tip: Always check the sender
address and hover over links before clicking.)

e Data Breaches: Even large companies get hacked. If your
email or password appears in a breach, it’s likely being
sold online. (Tip: Check your email at
haveibeenpwned.com to see if your data was leaked.)

e Public Wi-Fi Snooping: Free Wi-Fi in restaurants, hotels,
or airports can expose your browsing activity to others
nearby.

e Malware and Keyloggers: Hidden software can record
every keystroke or steal files quietly in the background.

e Social Engineering: Scammers impersonate trusted
companies or even local businesses to trick users into
sharing personal information.
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How to Protect Yourself

1.Use Strong, Unique Passwords

o Every account should have a unique password.

o Use a password manager like Bitwarden, 1Password,
or NordPass to generate and store them securely.

o Avoid reusing passwords — one leak can expose
everything.

2.Enable Two-Factor Authentication (2FA)

o Turn on 2FA for email, banking, and cloud storage
accounts.

o Prefer app-based authentication (like Microsoft
Authenticator or Authy) over text-message codes for
stronger protection.

3.Install Real-Time Protection Software

o Keep antivirus and anti-malware protection active at
all times.

o At Lima Computer, we are a licensed reseller of
Malwarebytes, one of the most advanced
cybersecurity tools available.

o Malwarebytes Premium blocks phishing attempts,
detects identity-stealing malware, and monitors
suspicious network activity — all in real time.

4.Keep Your System and Apps Updated

o As of October 2025, Microsoft continues to release
monthly Windows 11 24H2 security updates
addressing new identity-related vulnerabilities.

o Make sure Windows Update and browser auto-
updates are enabled.

o Don’tignore those restart prompts — they often
contain vital security patches.

5.Be Cautious on Public Wi-Fi

o Never access banking or personal accounts on public
Wi-Fi without using a VPN (Virtual Private Network).

o VPNs encrypt your data, preventing others on the
same network from snooping.
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6. Secure Your Cloud Accounts

Cloud services like OneDrive, Google Drive, and Dropbox
are convenient — but they must be properly configured.
Always sign out of public devices, and use strong
passwords with 2FA.

Avoid storing unencrypted financial or ID documents
online.

7. Beware of Al-Generated Scams

In 2025, scammers use Al voice and image cloning to
impersonate people you know — even family or
coworkers.

If you get a suspicious call or message asking for money
or information, verify the request through another
method before responding.

What To Do If You Suspect Identity Theft

If you think your data has been stolen:

Immediately change all passwords — starting with email
and banking.

Run a full Malwarebytes scan to remove any hidden
threats.

Contact your bank or credit card company to freeze or
monitor accounts.

Check your credit report through Experian, TransUnion,
or Equifax for suspicious activity.

Report fraud to IdentityTheft.gov, the official U.S.
government portal for victims of identity theft.
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How Lima Computer Can Help

At Lima Computer, we take data security seriously. Our
professional protection services include:
e Malware and spyware removal
e |nstallation of Malwarebytes Premium for real-time
protection
e System hardening and security patch management
e Safe password management setup
e Cloud account security review and configuration

We’ll make sure your devices are clean, protected, and
configured for maximum safety — so you can focus on what
matters most.

Stay Smart. Stay Secure.

Cybercriminals are evolving — but so are the tools to stop
them.

With proactive protection, smart habits, and trusted
software, you can stay one step ahead of identity thieves.

Protect your data, your identity, and your peace of mind.
Contact Lima Computer today for a complete identity
protection and malware scan.

Protect your investment today.
Schedule a professional regular maintenance at Lima Computer.
www.LimaComputer.com
419-303-5566
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