This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the
information in books and make it universally accessible.

Google books

https://books.google.com



https://books.google.ie/books?id=nGMGAAAAQAAJ

Digitized by GOOgle



F.¥. 225V e

|§‘°°‘””"‘”‘”“

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
®

Hope Collection of
Engravings

[V VA VA S VA VA VA VA VA VA VAVAVA WA VA VA VA VA JA VA VA



Digitized by GOOSIQ



Digitized by GOOSIQ



Digitized by GOOS[G




Digitized by GOOSIQ



(‘/\7//;\’\
CRITICAL ACCOUNT'
OF THE

SITUATION anp DESTRUCTION

BY THE

Firft Eruptions of Mount VEsuv1us,
OF

Herculaneum, Pompeii, and Stabia;
The late Difcovery of their Remains ;
The Subtcrraneous Works carried on in them;
AND THE

Books, - Domeftick Utenfils, and other remarl;ablc Greek
and Roman Antiquities thereby happily recovered;

The Form and Conneion of the ANCIENT CHAKACTERI
being faithfully preferved,

In a L ET T E R,
(Originally in German)
To Count BR UHL, of SaxoNy,
From the Celebrated

Abbé WINCKELMAN, Antiquarian t3 t‘m Popey

M&m—
Who was unfortunately murdered at Triesrs.

Illuftrated with NoTESs, taken from the French Tranflation,

L OND O N:

Carnan and T. Neweery, jun. at Number
ixty-five, zn St. Panl’s L nuich- Yard.

Printed for T
S

MDCCLXAL
.
by : oo L
o ~ MR






PRETF A C E,

HE prefent century has had the advantage

of difcovering the ruins of three ancient

towns, covered by the eruptions of Mount Ve-
fuvius, and of having what they contained laid
open to the infpection of the curious, who by
thefe means have obtained a vaft field for the
gratification of curiofity, and of that inextin-
guifhable thirft of knowledge, which is one of
the principal charaeriftics of rational beings.

Thefe towns were Herculanium, Pompeii, and
Stabia,

The city of Herculanium, firft fuffered by an
earthquake, which happened on the sth of Fe-
bruary, in the year 63, and continued to wafte
the neighbouring country during many days.
Pompeii was entirely fwallowed up, great part
of Herculaneum was reduced to ruin, and the
reft fo fhattered that it muft have fallen, hadit
not been repaired after the people had recovered
from their fright. Sixteen years after this acci-

dent,
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dent, on the firft of November, 79, in the firft -
year of the Emperor Titus, Herculaneum, wag
totally overwhelmed by an irruption of Mount
Vefuvius. Uncommon heats, and many thocks
of an earthquake, had been felt for fome days,
accompanied with a noife like thunder, not only
in the air, buat under the ground, and upon the
fea. This noife, which feemed to be the groan
ot Nature, . increafed in a moment, like a cry ex=
torted by fome fudden pang; aad there iflued
from all the apertures of the mountain, a prodigi-
ous quantity of ftones and athes, which were
thirown to an incredible height. The{e were
ivllowed by a ftream of fire which fpread like a
theet, and a thick fmoke, which totally inter-
cepted the light of Heaven, and produced an
unnatural night of tremendous darknefs, which
the flames of the Volcano in a manner rendered
vifible. With the fire iffued an aftonifhing
quantity of cinders, athes, and ftones, which
filled not only the airand the earth, but the fea,
Pompeii which had juft been rebuilt, was to-
tally deftroyed, and was buried with Stabia and
Herculineum, under the lava of Vefuvius,

~The dreadful circumftances which attend the
deflrution of thefe cities, are worthy of being
prefixed
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prefixed toa work which treats of the antiquities
they contained, fince thefe melancholly events
were attended with a circamftance that will be
of advantage to mankind. By their being thus
overflowed by the lava of Vefuvius, they were
locked up and fecured from the ravages of the
Goths and Vandals, who deftroyed moft of the
veftiges they found of the arts,and were preferved
through a long feries of barbarous ages for the
improvement of very diftant times. By their
being thus fecluded from public view for near
feventeen hundred years, by the hand of Provi~
dence, it feems as if they were referved by the
Omnipotent Difpofer ofall things, far the inftruc-
tion and improvement of the prefent century,
in which the arts are cultivated throughout alt
Europe, and are graduallyrifing to perfeion, par-
ticularly in thiskingdom, where agracious Prince
has taken them under his peculiar protection.

The ftudy of antiquities is one of the moft
pleafing, and the moft inftru@ive of thofe in
which the curiofity of man can be engaged.
Thefe are of the greateft confequence in eluci-
dating hiftory, particulafly fuch antiquities as
thefe, which afford a diftin& knowledge of the
furniture, domeftic utenfils, {acred veflels, paint-

ings,
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'ings, ftatutes, intaglios, feals, &c. found at Her<
culaneum, many of which are amazingly beauti-
ful, and fuperior to any antiquities before dif~
covered, By thefe difcoveries we are introduced,
as it were, into the age in which the ancient
,Rlomans'ﬂouri(hed; and enter more minutely
into their public and dometftic life.

At the time when the above cities were de-
ftroyed, the arts flourith=d, and were carried to
the greateft height. The cities of Italy were
embellithed with the works of the greateft mafters
of Greece, and contained the moft finithed and
moft perfe& works in painting, ftatuary, and
engraving of feals; works that will ever be the
admiration of mankind, and are worthy aof being
tranfmitted as models to be carefully ftudied by
the artifts of all future ages, wherever there isa
defire of carrying the arts to the utmoft perfec-
tion. This renders the prefent work both inte-
refting and highly neceffary at the prefent time,
when. by the ftudy of nature and her fineft mo-
dels produced by the ancients, our artifts are ex-
erting all their abilities to arrive at perfe&tion,

After all, thefe antiquities afford the moft
ftriking moral refle@ions to the mind of the con-
templative ;
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eemplative ; when we confider that the objects
here exhibited belonged to the mighty empires
of Greece and Rome, long fince deftroyed, and
were part of the furniture of the ancient Ro-

|

mans, fo celebrated in- hiftory, and of their .’

towns ; we fee the tranfitory glory of all earthly
objedts, that Empires, however firmly founded,
and that cities, however embellithed, are like
man, fubje&t to mortality, and liable to diffolu-
tion. This thought naturally humbles the mind
in the duft, and we learn to know our own in-
fignificance, the vanity of our pretenfions, and
the futility of all earthly glories.

The Abbé Winckelman, the learned author

of this work, acquired a very great reputation,
by his various refearches into the Grecian and
'Roman antiquities. Being at Vienna in the Year
1768, he met with a moft honourable reception
from all perfons of diftintion, and was particu-
larly loaded with favours by the Emprefs Queen,
who amongother prefents gave him three valuable
gold medals, which had the impreffion of the
late Emperor Francis, of her imperial and royal
Majefty, and of the reigning Emperor, which
foon after unhappily proved the caufe of his
death; for arriving at ‘Triefte in order to return

by
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by fea to Rome, he was murdered in the chambes
of the inn where helodged, by a pafifenger, who,
defiring to fee the three medals, while he was
opening the box in which they were contained,
threw a cord with a running knot round his
neck; and the knot ftopping at the chin, hegave
him feven ftabs with a knife, Thus, to the
regret of all Europe, died this ingenious and
learned gentleman on the gth of Auguft, 1768,
by the hand of a villain, after having been dif=
tinguithed not only by his learning, but by his
- candour, his love of liberty, and the moft amiable
virtues,

This work, was originally written in Ger-
man, the Author’s native language, and the
Tranflator begs leaves to obferve, that he did not

. take upon him to tranflate it, till he had long
waited for fome indications of its being under=
taken by a better pen, though in point of faith=
fulnefs he flatters himfelf that none can exceed
him, |

ALETTER
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| A
LET'TEHR, &
SIR,

&- S I had the honour to accompany you

in the tour, you made from Rome to
Naples, during the carnaval of the year -

-1762, I.thought it would not be amifs to com~
' mitto writing fome obfervationson thecuriofities,
we faw in the Royal Cabinet of Portici ; as well
to help your memory in regard to what appear-
ed to you moft worthy of notice, as to direct the
ceyes _of other travellers, whofe fhort ftay miK
not permit them to examine every thing wi
fufficient attention, ‘

I had, in my firft tour to Portici, as good an
opportunity as I could wifh for, to examine
thofe precious remains of antiquity ; the king
having been moft gracioufly pleafed to give or=
ders, that I fhould be fthewn every thing it
was lawful to fhew, and in the moft convenient
manner. Accordingly, I made the beft ufe I
could of fo fpecial a favour ; fpending, for two
months together, whole days in this rich repofi-
tory. Bc(%des, fir, you know, that, during our

/ B three
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three weeks ftay at Naples, I went almoft every
day to Portici, whére M. Camillo Paderni, the
cabinet-kegper, my intimate friend, took a
particular pleafure in gratifying my curiofity; fo
that, had the Cabinet been my own, I could not
have more minutely examined every thing it
contained.

I make no doubt.of your receiving this letter,
with thar kindnefs, of which you have given me
fo many proofs ; and, therefore, fhall not confine
myfelf to the ordinary bounds of one; a liberty,
which, I flatter myfelf, you will be the readier to
excufe, as the particulars Iintend to treat of are
‘equally newand interefting; andit isyou, the pub-
lic muft thank for my difcufling them ; fince it is
" “en yout aecount alone ¥ have undertaken to do it.

As it it impoflible for me to fpeak:of eve-
ry thing, I fhall content myfelf with fpeak-
ing of what is moft curious. ¥ fhall even pafs
over in filence thofe fubjes, which 1 have al-
ready handled, in that part of my Hiffory of tbe
Arts among the Ancients, * which relates to
the many paintings, and ftatues found in this
Cabinet. I fhall fometimes cite a work writ-
ten by the learned M. Martorelli, profeflor
of Greek in the cathedral feminary of Naples,
entitled  De Regid Thecd Calamarid. his
gentleman obtained leave to write on an antique
flandiflr in Bronze, preferved at Portici, but
which was found, before the prefent works for ex-

amining the ruins of Herculaneum were under
‘ - taken

* This work, which was printins when Mr. Winckleman wrote
this letter, has becn fince publithed.
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taken. This ftand-dith is of an ectagon
form, with a Divinity -incrufted, in filver
on each of its eight fides. ‘Thefe Divinities,
the. authot has been pleafed to take for fo many
plahets; and, loth to lofe fo favourable an op-
portunity to difplay his erudition, has thence
launched out into that vaft ocean of literary dif-
quifitions, the mythology and aftrology of the
ancient Heathens. Nothing efcapes him, that
can befaid concerning the pens, and ink, and
writings, and books, of the ancients. But, hav-
ing had the misfortune of injudicioufly, and even
indecently, criticifing the refpeGable Mazocchi;
a manof eighty, and, for polite learning, the orna-
mert of Italy, he was ordered to ftop the work,
when the laft theet was in the prefs; and not
let any one fee itout of hisown houfe.This work,
however, I have had the pleafure of perufing ;
and I fhall occafionally mention the obfervations
I have made on it, and the correGions I think it
ftands in need of.” It is a large Quarto, of 734
pages, with an advertifement, fome additions,
and three very circumftantial tables containing
88 pages. -

In this letter I propofe to treat, _

- Firft, Of the places overwhelmed by the athes
and lava difcharged by Mount Vefuvius.
" Secandly, Of the cataftrophe itfelf.

Thirdly, Of the cafual difcoveries of thofe -
places, and the methodstaken to get at, and dif-
incumber, them. '

Fourtbly and /afily, 1 fhall communicate my
obfervations on the things that have been found

in them, :
B2 PART
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"PART L

Am firft, therefore, to inveftigate the pofition

- of the feveral places buried by the eruptions
from Mount Ve(lt)xvius; fuch as Herculaneum,
Pompeii, and Stabia. This is the more necef-
fary, as it will give me an opportunity to cor-
re the errors of feveral authors who have
written ‘on the fame fubje®. Such as defire
more ample information may obtain it by con-
fulting other works, well known among the
learned, in which thofe matters arec more large-
ly handled. :

Herculaneum, according to Strabo, ftood
ona ?oint of land projecting into the fea, and
expofed to the African ‘wind (Sciroco). The
word axpax can no more fignify a promontory in
the paflage, where he gives us this fituation of
Herculaneum, than in that, where he ufes it
to exprefs the three points of Sicily. I, there-
fore flatter myfelf with having hit upon the true
meaning of this word, fo much miftaken both
by ancient and modern writers, in confequence
of their knowing fo little of the nature of thofe
places which it was employed to denote. We
muft, however, except Cluvier, who was too .
clear-fighted, not to take proper notice of this
blunder in the ancient poets, who, fpeaking of
the three Points of Sicily, reprefent them as fo
many Promontories. The fhore near Reggio, in
Calabria, is as low as the oppofite part of theSici-
lian fhore, where Pelorus ftood; there being
no mountains within fome miles of it. Th;

' Wor
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word axpa , therefore, fignifies, what the Italians
call Capo. For inftance, they call Capo 4’ Anzo,
the fpot on which the ancient Antium ftood,
which, certainly, is no Promontory, but a low
and level fhore. As to the Promontory of
Circe, whichis fituated between the place we
have been fpeaking ofand Terracina, being ahigh
rock, it is not called Capo, but Monte-Circells.

This remark, and the explanation occafioned
by it, are extorted from me by a doubt of M.
Martorelli’sconcerning the paflage of Strabo. M.
Martorelli, it feems, taking the word dxpa, ac-
cording to itsufual fignification, fora promontory,
isfor concluding, that the text of Strabo is wrong,
fince the ancient Herculaneumcould not ftand on
a promontory ; and thereupon, without further
ceremony, fubftitutes waxpdy toaxpar. Thus,
he tranflates ggovgior paxpdy éngor, oppidum in ipfd
littoris longitudine fitum ; confidering the word
as abfolute, and a real fubftantive ; a thing with-
out example. Accordingly, he has not been able
to fupport this his corre&tion by any one fingle
paflage. He thinks it fufficient to alledge, that -
this mode of fpeech is well known to the firft
fmatterers in Greek, Yet I, who hope I may
be allowed to confider myfelf as fomething bet-
ter, cannot recolle@ my having ever met with
the word paxgds in the fenfe attributed to it by
M. Martorelli. ‘

The fhore, on which the ancient Hercula-
neum was built, extended, like a point of land,
into the fea; that is to fay, it was a Cape. Such
is the opinion of Strabo, who does not, by any
means, pretend to {peak of a Promontory. This, °

3 even
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even now, muft appear obvious, on a bare view
of the fpot. For Portici and Refina, both built
above the city-of Herculaneum, are almoft ona -
level with the fea, whofe fhore is here flat and
fandy. It is not poffible, therefore, that the
ancient city of Herculaneum fhould have ever
Jtood on an eminence; confidering, efpecially,
how deep it lies under the prefent furface of the
earth in this place, Its theatre is now more
than one hundred palms under ground ; and ac-
cordingly, they have been obliged to cut out
one hundred fteps, for the conveniency of the
workmen employed in it. The beautiful pave-
ment, which conftitutes one of the principal or-
naments of the Cabinet, in which the curiofities
dug out of the ancient Herculaneum are preferv-
 ed,wasdifcoveredat the depth of no lefs than one
hundred Neapolitan palms. This pavement was
- found in a little open building (fuch as the Ita-
lians call Loggia ]‘j on a kind of baftion, raifed
five and twenty palms above the furface of the

thore. o
Hence it follows, that the fea has rifen great-
Jy. This may appear a very odd opinion : but
we have here, as well as in Holland, fufficient
proofs of it. The fea, on the coafts of Holland,
1s evidently higher than the adjoining land;
which could not have been the cafe formerly ;
for 'as human induftry had not then fet any
_ bounds to the fea, it would have been impoffible
to cultivate that province. It will, perhaps, be
objected, that the ancient Herculaneum might
have funk in the earthquake. But this objei~
on is deftroyed by the ftill ere@ pofition of the
: . build-,

~
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buildings Wwhich compofed it. Befides, hiftory
does not tell us,that the eruption, by which this
place was overwhelmed, was attended with an
earthquake fufficient to account for the {wallow-
ing up of a whole city. And, though fuch an
event were not only poffible, but the thing had
really happened, it muft have preceded the er~
ruption, fo as to prevent the afthes from cover-
ing any thing. On thefe melancholy occafions
the earthquake never follows the eruption.
We fee the moft evident proofs of this ear-
dy and great rife of the fea, and its fucceeding
all, on the columns . placed in the porch of
the temple of Efculapius, or, according to
fome, of Bacchus, at Puozzoli. This building
ftands, and has ftood time “out of mind, on a
pretty confiderable eminence at about fifty paces
from the fea, which, in ancient times, muft
have entirely overflowed it. In. fa&, not on-
ly the columns lying on the ground, but even
thofe ftill ftanding, have been honey-combed by
an oblong kind of thell-fith, whofe fhells are ftill
to be found in them : a circumftance the more
furprifing, as thefe columns are of the hardeft
Egyptian granite,* This kind of thell-fith is call-
ed Dactylus, from da'xruros, the Greek forfinger;
becaufe it refembles the finger, in thape, length,
and thicknefs. We muft, therefore, fuppofe, that
thefe columns lay long enough under water to

* Some perfons, who have fcrupuoufly examined thefe columns,
affirm, that they are not of Granite. But, though they fhould not,
the circumftance of their being thus worked into to a certain
height, as proving their immerfion to that height in fea water,

muft be very furprifing.
afford
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afford the Daéyles an opportunity of work-
ing their way into them. This fifh, inits ten-
 der and naked ftate, forces itfelf into fome

opening in the ftone, where it breeds a fhell ;
and with it keeps continually turning about, the
water rendering the contiguous fides of the hole
fmooth and flippery, till it has obtained its full
fize ; when finding no iflue, it is obliged to
remain where that period of its exiftence over-
takes it. One or another of the five fingers may
be introduced into thefe holes, whici are {o
finely polithed, that it would be no eafy
matter to do it as well with any of the inftru-
ments now in ufe for that purpofe. What
is ftill more furprifing, the marble pavement be-
fore the temple is, in many places, covered with
fand left there by the fea. This place being, and
having been time out of mind, as I have already
obferved, at fome diftance from, and fome height
above, the fea, it is plain, that the fea muft have
retired from, and funk below, it. Ileave others
to account for this event. The factis certain.
For my part, I mean no more than barely to de-
fcribe things as I have found them.

The word @govpior, employed by Strabo, in
fpeaking of Herculaneum, and which is now ufed
to ﬁgni?y aFort, or what theItalians call Cafte/lo,
might induce us to believe, that this was an in-
confiderable place ; athing by no means recon-
cileable with the nature and quantity of the
buildings and other things difcovered in it.
Befides, Diodorus ufes the fame word in fpeak-
of Catania, well known to have been in his
time a large city. Among thefe difcoveries,

: nothing

.
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nothing proves better the grandeur of Hercu-
laneum, 1n point of extent and populoufnefs,than
an infcription importing, that it contained no
lefs than nine hundred houfes of entertainment,
fuch as we call taverns. I fhall give, in the
fourth part of this letter, an infcription put up
to give notice, that one of thefe houfes was to
be let. Now, the city, which contained thefenine
hundred taverns, and which moft of the ancient
writers called Hercalanum, is called by Petronius
Herculis Porticum c. 106 ; and hence is derived
its modern name Portici.

Till the difcovery of its ruins, no one had hit
upon the pofition of the ancient Herculaneum.
The learned Camillo Pellegrini #, thoroughly
verfed in the hiftory and geography of this coun-
try, placed it on the fpot where now ftands Torre
del Greco; and, confequently, two miles further
than it really is, on the road to Salerno and Pom-
peii. He grounded this conjeure, on a very
~ equivocal tradition of fome infcriptions having
been found there, which in his opinion could be
only referred to Herculaneum ; and then con- .
cluded, on mere hear-fay, that the fituation thus
laid down by him was not to be called in quef-
tion. ' '

The name of the town Refina entitles it, like-
wife, to fome remarks. This place, in a manner,
joins Portici, for there is nothing between
them but the king’s country feat: that part
of the ftreet which ftretches from that feat to-
wards Naples, being called Portici, and thereft of
it, on the other fide, Refina. Some imagine, that
the latter derives its name Refina from the Villa

' Retina
¢ Dif. della Compan. felic. p. 319
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Retina mentioned by Pliny, junior, in the letter,
in which he defcribes the eruption of Vefuvius,
and gives an account of his uncle’s death. Moft
writers, however, place this Villa under the Pro-
montory of Mifenum; and that becaufe Pliny
fays, in the fame letter, that the Roman fleet,
which ufed to be ftationed in the port of Mi-

fenum, then happened ta be at anchor near the
Villa Retina. For my part, I cannot form to my-
felf any idea of a Villa fituated under a Promon-~
tory. That we are {peaking of ftood at the foot of
mount Vefuvius, as Pliny exprefsly affirms. Be-
fides, as Mifenum lay twelve Italian miles from
Vefuvius, the dangers, to which the thips and
thofe on board them were expofed, could never
have been fo great, as thefe defcriptions make
them ; for it is no where affirmed, that Naples,
Puozzoli, Cuma, or Baiz, all fituated between
Herculaneum and Mifenum, fuffered on the oc~
~ cafion.
M. Martorelli, who difcuffes this difficulty,
in his work on the Regia Theca *, not content
with deriving Refina from Retina, is, unne-
ceflarily, for correcting the paflage. He thinks,
that we not only may, but ought to read Petina,
that is to fay, Villa Petina ; and he places this
country feat near Herculaneum. Papirius Pztus,
Cicero’s friend, had one hereabouts, as appears
by two of Cicero’s letters . Papirius Peatus
was of Pompey’s party ; and this was ane of the
‘oppofite party’s motives for feizing his effes,
among which, it is probable, they reckoned his
- Villa. M. Martorelli even pretends, that it was
‘ - confifcated

® Pag. 368. + Ad Att. L. 14. ep. 16. ep 25.
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confifcated by Cefar ; that, under this emperor’s- -
fucceflors, it became a fief of the imperial
chamber; and that in procefs of time, efpecially
at the period we are fpeaking of, fome veflels
belonging to the Mifenum . fieet ufed to lie at
anchor before it. This- conjecture is not, per-
baps, very farfetched ; but, then, it might have
very well been fpared, : , -
" 'The ancient * area of Pompeii is about twelve
miles from Naples, and feven from Portici.
Pompeii. lies in the road leading to Salerno,
which road runs through theTorre dell’Annun-
ciata. M. Reimarys, therefore, in his remarks
upon Dion Caffius ¥, . muft be greatly miftaken
in regard to the pofition of Pompeii, as he places
it between Portici and Torredel Greco ; fince
the diftance between thefe two places does not
- excceed two Italian miles. He is again miftaken,
when, in the fame place,he affirms, that Pompeii
ftood where wenow fee Caftellamare and Stabia,
an error borrowed by him from fome other
writers +: A good map will be fufficient to give
the reader jufter notions of the matter. No-
thing can be more ridiculous than M. Martor- -
elli’s derivation of the word Pompeii. He makes
no fcruple to derive it from the Hebrew word
YD DB os favillet. He,likewife derives the word
Herculaneum from 89 MW Pragnans ignes
Stabia from BW® inundare ; and Vefuvius from
a2 Ubs ignis, as Aithna is called in Hebrew
a-furnace, which word (X3 is often employ-
¢d by Daniel. Thus, men of letters, for the fake

: : ' of

® Page 1096, + Holften. ad Cluver. § p. 566.



v DISCOVERIES AT

of advanging fomething new, are often fatisfied
to renounce common fenfe.

This' town, according to Strabo, was the
common Mart of Nola, Nocera, and Acerra;
goods being brought to it from the fea by the
river Sarno. We cannot, therefore, conclude
from this paffage, as Pellegrini pretends, that
Pompeii lay near the fea, and at the mouth
of that very river; and that, if the ruins of
- that place have been found at a diftanc from the
thore, it is to the throes of mount Vefuvius
we muft attribute it. o

A Capitol has been difcovered here. Rycki- -
=s*, who colle€ted the names of all thofe places,
~ which, in imitation of Rome, had ere&ed build-
15gs of this kind, has, however, omitted Pom-
peii. This capitol, and the vaft ruins of an
amphitheatre, are fo many proofs of the gran-
deur of Pompeii. The amphitheatre is a large
coval ftruCture fituated on a rifing ground. Its
- lower circumference on the infide, meafuresthree

thoufand Neapolitan palms. It had twenty four
rows of feats ; and could, it has been calculated,
kold thirty thoufand perfons, fo that it muft
be much more fpacious than that of Hercula-
., neum, as I fhall prefently demonftrate. Nay,
this fuperiority appears by a bare view of the
two buildings. Seneca tells us, that this place
was almoft entirelydeftroyed byanearthquakeun-
derNero ; andhence fome authors have conclud-
ed +, that there is an anachronifm, in what Di-
on relates concerning this amphitheatre and that .
of Herculaneum. This hiftorian, who, in fpeak-

ing
® de Capit, C, 47. + Difc. 2. p. 327.
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ing of the firft erruption of Vefuvius recorded in
hiftory, and which happened under Titus, fays,
(fuch at leaft is the meaning generally attributed
to him) that the prodigious quantity of afhes
belched out by the mountain buried the two
cities of Herculaneum and Pompeii ; and that,
whilft the inhabitants of the latter happened to
be aflembled in their amphitheatre, Pellegrini,
who thinks he can difcover in the iaﬂ'age o cit- -
ed, that this accident muft have been equally
fatal to the amphitheatre, cannot,” however,
agree to the fa@ He cannot conceive, that, ina
place already deftroyed, fo vaft an amphitheatre
could have been built in fo fhort an interval
of time, as that between the reigns of Nero and
Titus. Tillemont # mentions the fame fa& af-
ter Dion; and mentions it as grounded on relati-
ons of undoubted authority. M. Martorelli,
without citing Pellegrini, or taking any notice of
his doubts, feems to be of the fame opinion ; at
leaft, there is reafon to conclude it, from the
corre@®ion he is for making in the relation of
Dion. He maintains, that we may read in his
paffage + ravrxs inftead of durds; in which cafe,
the ampbhitheatre of Herculaneum would be the
amphitheatre here meant. This opinion of Pelle-
grini is not altogether improbable. Dion, who
wrote under Commodus, and confequently a
long time after the event he mentions, might

* Hift. des Emp, dans Tite.

+ Dio. p. 1095. 1. 39 Edit. Reimar, Kai apooins (+ifpa dude
Bnl®-) s waksig do bras s, 78 Hpnouddvar sy Tlowmwibsg ir becivpy 16 Sping dulig
xatnpive xaliywoe,

have
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:have been eafily miftaken. It is evident, were
the thing proved, the correction of Martorelli
would be exa®, and. agreeablé to ‘the ordinary
rules of fpeech. But, Thould it be true, that the
. -amphitheatre of Herculaneum wak covered with
~ afhes, ata time it was crowded with fpeGators,
howcomesit to pafs, confidering the {paciquinefs
of it, that there hasnat been found afingle human
bone thercin, whereas fome human fkeletons
have been found 4t Stabia, that were very well
preferved. L R
. Stabia, formerly ctalled, in . the plural, Stabie,
was fituatedata ftill greater diftance fromVefuvi-
us, than Pompeiis but not on the fpot where now
ftands Caftellamare, as Cluvier pretends. Caf«
tellamare ftands on the fea-thore, whereas Sta-
bia, according to Galien, lay at.the diftance of
eight ftadia or furlongs from it. It lay on the
{pot now occupied by Gragnano; which agrees
very well with thediftance affigned it by Galien.
This town was deftroyed by Sylla, in the war
againft the Marfi; and, in the days of Pliny, no+
thing was to be feen on the fpot where it for-
merly flourithed, but fome country feats.
"Further on, towards Sorrento, and near Pra-
yano*, fome fubterraneous apartments were dif~
covered, about five years ago, but the works
upon them were difcontinued, to avoid the ne-
ceflity of increafing the number of workmen.
The opening into them has been, therefore, wall-
ed up, and the digging into them poftponed to
another time.
: PART

* This place is called Maiano in the map prefixed to the firft
vol of the Paintings of Herculaneum.
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PART IL

S to thefecond article, viz, the Deftruc-

tion of the places I am fpeaking to

you of, I have not undertaken to prefent you

with the hiftory of them from ancient writers.

I fhall only endeavour to give you an idea of

them from fuch obfervations, as I myfelf have
had an opportunity of making upon them.

It was not by the lava, or fiery ftream
of melted ftones, that Herculaneum. was firft
overflowed. It was firft covered by the burn-
ing afthes belched forth by the mountain,
and next by torrents  of water, which to
the afhes, that firft fell on it, added all thofe
that fell on the mountain itfelf ; and left the
whole upon this wretched city. The firft athes
were fo hot, that they fet fire to the beams of
the buildings, which were, accordingly found
"burnt to a coal, as likewife the.corn and other
vegetables. Thefe torrents, it appears, did
not dire¢t their courfe towards Pompeii and
Stabia; for, in thefe two places, every thing,
‘is covered with a light kind of afhes, <alled
Papamonté. - Befides, it is impoflible, that the
lava fhould flow to fogreat a diftance. Accord-
ingly, every thing was found much better pre-
ferved in thefe two places, than in Hercula-
neum. After this laft had been covered with
thowers of athes, and deluged with torrents
of water, there broke out fiery ftreams of lava,
which, rolling flowly, fpread over the for-
mer by degrees, and -formed a kind of cruft over

it.
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it. In the terrible eruption of 1631, which
had been preceded by a calm of one hundred

years, the athes were likewife followed by a

lava. - : o
There is reafon to believe, from the fmall
number of dead bodies found in thefe places,
that the inhabitants had time to retire. Nota
fingle fkeleton has been yet found at Portici, at
Refina, or Pompeii. At Gragnano, or Stabia,
indeed, there were found the bodies of three.
women, one of whom, a fervant, no doubt, to
the other two, was probably, carrying a little
wooden box, which was found lying by her,
and which on being touched, fell to duft. The
two others had gold bracelets and ear-rings,
which are to be feen in the cabinet. Hence we
may account for nothing having been found but
fome gold medals, fome engraved ftones, and
- very little rich. furniture; for the inhabitants;
before they withdrew themfelves, took care
to fend off their moft valuable effects. Accord-
ingly, moft of the houfes appeared almoft nak-
ed. In one apartment, the workmen met with
an iron-box thrown down on the floor; which, at
firft fight, they hoped might contain fomething
valuable enough to entitle them to a handfome
reward for .their difcovery ; but, on opening, it
proved empty. The flight of the inhabitants of
Pompeii was very precipitate, as may be judged .
by the great quantity of heavy houfhold furni-
ture dug up at fome diftance from the houfes,
.and which, in all probability, they thought it
beft to abandon for their own fafety, :
: : From
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From the fearches made into the laft of thefe
']';;laces it appears, that the eruption of Vefuvius,
y which it was entirely deftroyed, was the on-
ly one it had fuffered by, though the anci-
ents had but very flight notions of any fuch ca-
lamity ; their fufpicions being founded on no-
thing but the fcoria, with which the mountain
was covered. They might, however, have ea-
fily attained a greater degree of certainty in that
refpect. Strabo concluded, that Vefuvius was
once a vulcano; from its athy foil, and from its
caverns filled with ftones; which, befides being
of the fame colour, looked as if they had been
calcined. Diodorus juft fays, that on it are
found marks of an ancient conflagration. As to
Pliny, though he loft his life by the eruption of
Vefuvius, and fpeaks in two places of the moun-
tain itfelf, he makes no mention of its former
fires; fo that he appears to have been equally.
ignorant of its nature. The ftrongeft proof
in favour of my opinion is, that all the
ground, on which the town of Pompeii ftands, is
burnt, full of fcoria ; and, in fine, what they now
call Terra di fuoco. This circumftance alone
might have convinced thofe, who have opened
the earth hereabouts for the purpofe of building,
that Vefuvius, in very remote times, committed
great ravages in thefe places. What is more,
the ftreets, both of Herculaneuri and Pompeii,
are paved with great lava ftones, eafily diftin-
guithable from other marbles and hard ftones,
by being of a particular mixture exhibiting
little white fpots on a greyith ground, the
nature of which feems to have efcaped the notice

c of



48 DISCOVERIES AT

" of the ancients. One only of thefe ftones, two
Roman palms and three inches broad, has been
drawn out of Herculaneum, to be placed in the
cabinet of Portici. It would not have been be-
fide Father de la Torré’s purpofe, in his deferip=
tion of Vefuvius, to cite the lava pavement found
in thefe fubterrancous places. This circumftance,
too, might alone have convinced him, that the
modern lava is not harder than the ancient.
Father de la Torré # reafons well ; but his pre=
mifes are fometimes contradi¢ted by experience.
The pieces of lava employed in the buildings of
Pompeii fufficiently prove, that there have been
eruptions prior to the reign of Titus.

PART IL

"AVING afcertained the fituation of the
I ! places buried by the eruptions of Vefuvi-
us, and thewn in what manner the ‘calamity
~ happened: I fhall now proceed to give fome
account of the difcoveries made of thefe places.
from time to time, down to the prefent.

There have appeared, on opening the earth,
manifeft traces of difcoveries, or rather fearches,
having been made prior to thofe lately under
taken at Herculaneum. Thefe ancient fearches
are laid down in the map of the fubterane-
ous citics, drawn up by the king’s orders, and
which I have had ‘an opportunity to examine.
They confift of galleries fcooped out with
much labour, which indicate the obje& of
them fo plainly, as not to leave room for the

| leaft
s Storia del Vefuvio, c. 5. §. 122. p. 98
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Jeaft doubt concerning it; but they, at the fame
time, leave no hopes of the moderns ever be-
ing able to difcover all, that the mountain has
overwhelmed. ‘There is an infcription, which
feems to indicate thefe ancient fearches. It has
been already printed, but the light it throws on
the fubje before us will excufe my giving it in
this place.

‘5IGNA TRANSLATA EX ABDITIS
LOCIS AD CELEBRITATEM
THERMARUM SEVERIANARUM
AUDENTIUS SEMILANUS V. C. CON.
CAMP. CONSTITUIT. DEDICARIQUE PRECEPIT. (fic)
CURANTE T. ANNONIO CRYSANTIO V. P.

Fabretti, who firft publithéd this infcription
from a manufcript*, and who explains it in his
notes -+, owns, that he does not underftand the
firft words of it. Mazocchi | makes the fame
confeflion; he pretends, that the baths here
mentioned are thofe begun at Rome by Septi-
mus Severus, and finithed by Antonius Cara-
calla, his fon and {ucceflor. Hence it is, that
thefe baths, which were formerly, and are ftill,
called Antoniana, are likewife more commonly
called the baths of Caracalla. Nobody could
tell where this defcription had been originally
difcovered, till M. Martorelli found it at a ftatu=
ary’s at Naples, juft time enough to refcue it
from the faw. Confequently, it muft relate
to fome events that happened in that city, or

Cz2 e

* Infcrip. p. 280. n. 173.  +ibid. p. 3344
i De Theatr. Camp. p. 170,
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its neighbourhood. M. Martorelli is, therefore,
of opinion, that Signa tranflata ex abditss locis
can only be referred to ftatues dug out of places
overwhelmed by fome erruption, particularly
Herculaneum. As to the baths of Severus;
he does not underftand it of thofe of Septimus
Severus; but thofe of Alexander Severus; not-
withftanding which he cites Spartian, who
can only fpeak of the firft of thefe princes;
fince his hiftory does not come down to the
reign of the fecond. He fhould have confulted
Lampridius, who {peaks of the Alexandrian baths
at Rome. M. Martorelli goes ftill further :
¢“ We know,” fays he, ¢ that Audentius Se-
¢¢ milanus, a man who had been honoured with
¢¢ the confular dignity, lived in the time of
<« Severus.” But he neither tells us, which of
the Severuses, nor from what author he has
taken this paflfage. Thofe Alexandrian baths
at. Rome were, thetefore, thofe, to which the
ftatues of Herculaneum were carried, and in
which they were placed by the architect Chry-
fanthus. Thus, then, this infcription, and the
uudfubterraneous galleries madeat Herculaneum,
and lately difcovered, mutually explain each o-
ther. The remembrance of thefe hidden trea-
fures was foon after blotted from the memory of
man by the barbarifm and ignorance, which
overfpread all Europe.

A well dug for the prince of Elbeuf, at a
‘fmall diftance from his houfe, was the firft thing,
that gave occafion to the difcovery they are
now purfuing. The prince had built this houfe
in order to make his conftant refidence in it.

It
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It lay behind the Francifcan convent, at the
extremity of, and upon, a rock of lava near the
fea. It afterwards fell into the hands of the
houfe of Falletti of Naples, from whom the pre-
fent king of Spain purchafed it, in order to
make a fithing feat of it. The well in queftion
had been funk near the garden of the barefooted
Carmelites. To form it, they were obliged
to dig through the lava to the live rock,
where the workmen found, under the athes of
. mount Vefuvius, three large cloathed female
ftatues. Thefe the Auftrian viceroy very juftly
laid claim to, and, keeping part of them in his
hands, ordered them to Rome, where they
were repaired. They were then prefented to
prince Eugene, who placed them in his gardens,
at Vienna. On his death, his heirefs fold them *
to the king of Poland for fix thoufand crowns
or florins ; which, I cannot pofitively fay. Se-
ven years after my fetting out for Italy, they
ftood in a pavillon of the great royal garden,
without the city of Drefden, along with the fta-
tues and bufts of the palace of Chigi, for which
the late Auguftus, king of Poland, 'had given
fixty thoufand crowns,” This colleGtion was
added to fome ancient ‘monuments, which car-
dinal Alexander Albani had ceded to the fame
prince for ten thoufand crowns. '

" On the difcovery of thefe antiquities, or-
ders were given to the prince of Elbeuf, not ta
dig any further. Thirty years, however, were
' T fuffered

* Thefe ftatues may be feen in the colle&tion of ancient mar-
bles, belonging to the king of Poland’s gallery at Drefden, pu-
‘blithed by %aron Leplat, in 1733, It is with great concern we
hear, that fuch precious remains of antiquity were deftroyed du-
ting the laft war, ' ’



22 DISCOVERIES AT

{uffered to elapfe, before any more notice was
taken of them. At length, the prefent king of
Spain, as foon as by the conqueft of Naples he
tound himfelf in peaceable pofleffion of it,
chofe Portici for his {pring refidence; and, as.
the well was ftill in being, ordered the works
begun at the bottom of it to be continued, till
they reached fome buildings. This well ftill
{ubfifts. It runs down perpendicularly through
the lava to the middle of the theatre, (the firft
building difcovered,) which receives no light but
by it. Here an infcription was found contain-
ing the name of Herculaneum, which, by giv-
ing room to guefs what place they had hit up-

on, determined his majefty to proceed further.
The direction of this work was given to a Spa-
nifh engineer, called Roch Joachim Alcubierre,
who had followed his majefty to Naples, and is
now colonel, and chief of the body of engineers
at Naples. This man, who, (to ufe the Italian
proverb,) knew as much of antiquities, as the
moon does of lobtters, has been, through his
want of capacity, the occafion of inany antiqui-
tics being loft. A fingle fa¢t will be fufficient
to prove it. The workmen having difcovered
a large public infcription, (to what buildings it
belonged, I can't fay) in letters of brafs two
palms high; he ordered thefe letters to be
torn from the wall, without ficft taking a
copy of them, and thrown pell mell into a baf-
ket ; and then prefented them, in that condition,
to the king. They were afterwards expofed for
many years in the cabinet, where every ‘one was
gt liberty to put them together as he pleafed.
- ' | Some



HERCULANEUM. 23

Some imagined, they made thefe two words,
IMP. AUG. I (hall prefently relate how a
brazen four-horfe chariot was ferved, by the
fame engineer’s dire&ions.

Don Roch having in time attained a higher
rank, the fuperintendance and condué& of the
works in queftion were committed to a Swifs
officer, called Charles Weber, now a major;
and it is to his good fenfe, that we are indebted
for all the good fteps fince taken, to bring to
light this treafure of antiquities. The firft
thing he did was, to make an exa& map of
all the fubterraneous galleries, and the buiid-
ings they led to. This map he rendered ftill
more intelligible, by a minute hiftorical ac»
count of the whole difcovery. The anci-
ent city is to be feen in it as if freed
from all the rubbifh, with which it is ac-
tually incumbered, The infide of the build-
ings, the moft private rooms, and the gardens,
as well as the particular fpots, where every
thing taken out of them was found, appear in
this map, juft as they would, if they were laid
quite bare. But nobody is permitted to fee thofe: -
drawings, '

The happy iffue of the works undertaken
at Herculaneum proved a motive far opening
the earth in other places; and the doing this
foon enabled them to afcertain the fituation of
the ancient Stabia, and led them, at Pompeii, to
the vaft remains of an amphitheatre, built
on a hill, part of which, however, had been
always vifible above ground. The diggings
in thefe places proved far lefs expenfive, than
the diggings in Herculaneum, as there was

no
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no lava to dig through. The fubterraneous
works at Pompeii are thofe, which promife
moft; for here they are not only fure of pro-
ceeding ftep by ftep in a great city, but have
found out the principal fireet of it, which
runs in a ftrait ine. But, notwithftanding all
this certainty of their being able to find trea-
fures unknown to’our anceftors, the works for
that purpofe are carried on in a very flow and
indolent manner ; there being but fifty men, in-
cluding the Algerine and Tunifian f{laves, em-
ployed in all thefe fubterraneous places. Great
a city as Pompeii is known to have been, I, in
my laft journey, found but eight men at work
on the ruins of it. ' "

To compenfate this negle&, the method ob-
ferved in digging is fuch, that it is impoffible
the leaft {pot fhould efcape unnoticed. On both
fides of one principal trench, carried on in a
right line, the workmen alternately hollow out
chambers, fix palms in length, breadth, and
height; removing the rubbifh, as they proceed,
from every one of thefe chambers, to the cham-
+ ber oppofite it, that was laft hollowed out.
This method is taken, not only with a view of
Ieflening the expence, but of fupporting the
earth over one chamber, with the rubbifh
taken out of another, ‘

I know, that ftrangers, particularly travellers,
who can take but a curfory view of thefe works,
wifh, that all the rubbith was entirely removed,
fo as to give them an opportunity of feeing,
as in the plan of which I have been fpeak-
ing, the infide of the whole fubteraneous city of

Hercu-
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Herculaneum.  They are apt to impeach
the tafte of the Court, and of thofe who direct
thefe works. But this is a mere prejudice, -
which a rational examination of the nature of
the fpot, and other circumftances, would foon
conquer. I muft, however, agree with foreign-
ers in regard to the theatre; for it might have
been entirely cleared ; and it was, certainly, a
thinig well worth the expence. I am, therefore,
very far from being fatisfied with their juft dif-
encumbering ‘the feats, the form of which
could be fo eafily gathered from the many other
ancient theatres ftill in being ; whereas they have
left the ftage as they found it, though the moft
eflential part of the whole building, and the
only one, of which we have no clear and pre-
cife ideas. They have, it is true, done fome-
thing towards giving this fatisfattion to the cu-
rious and ‘the learned, having cleared the fteps
leading from the Arena, or Pit, to the ftage, fo
that we may hope to enjoy, one day or a-
nother, though under ground, a fight of the
whole theatre of Herculaneum, p
As to the whole town, I muft befeech thofe
who long for a free view of it, to confider, that,
the roofs of the houfes having given way under
the enormous weight of the fuperincumbent la-
va, nothing could be feen in that cafe but the
walls. Befides, as thofe walls which had paint-
ings on them have been cut out, and carried off,
that fuch ineftimable pieces might not fuffer by
the air or rain, no walls, but thofe of the
pooreft and meaneft houfes, would appear entire.
Now, I leave any one to judge, haw exceflively
expenfive
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expenfive it would be to blow up fuch a thick
and extenfive cruft of lava, and remove the
vaft quantity of afhes accumulated under it.
And, after all, what would the advantage of it
be ? That of laying bare a parcel of old rui-
nous walls, merely to fatisfy the ill-judged cu-
riofity of fome virtuofi, at the expence of a well
‘built and very populous city. The theatre, in-
deed, might be entirely laid open at no expence
but that of the garden belonging to the barefoot-
cd Carmelites, under which it lies.

Thofe, who have a mind to fee the walls of an-
cient buildings formerly buried in the fame man-
ner, may fatisfy their curiofity at Pompeii. But
tew perfons, except Englithmen, have refolution
- enough to go fo far on that account. At Pom-
peii the ground may be dug up, and turned
- topfy-turvy, without any rifk, and at a fmall ex-
pence, the land lying over it being of little va-
lue. Formerly, 'indeed, it ufed to produce the
moft delicious wine ; but that it now produces is
1o middling, that the country would fuffer very
little by the entire deftruction of its vineyards.
I muft add, that this country is more fubje¢t than
any other to thofe dangerous exhalations called
Muyjfeta by the inhabitants, which burn up all
the productions of the earth, This I had an
opportunity of obferving on a great number of
elms, which, fix years before, I had feen in a
very thriving way. Thefe exhalations generally
precede an eruption, and are firft felt in places
under -ground. Accordingly, a few days be-
fore the laft eruption, fome of the inhabi-
tants .dro_pt down dead on entering their cellars.

It
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It appears by the indolent manner in which
thefe works are condufted, that a fine field of
difcovery muft remain to pofterity. As great
treafures might, perhaps, be difcovered at the
fame expence, by digging at Pozzuoli, Baiz, -
Cuma, and Mifenum, where the Romans had
their fineft country feats, But the court is fo
well fatisfied with the difcoveries now making,
that it has forbid the earth to be dug any where
elfe below a certain depth. Certain it is, that,
in the diftricts I have been mentioning, there are
ancient buildings, hitherto little, or not at all,
noticed, as appears by what I am going to re-
Jate. An Englith Captain, whofe fhip lay at
anchor two years ago in thefe parts, difcovered
- under Bale 2 fpacious and beautiful hall, accef~
fible only by water, in which there ftill remain-
ed very fine ornaments in ftucco. It isonly fince
my return from Naples that I heard of this dif-
covery, of which, however, I have feen the draw-
ing. Mr Adams, of Edinburgh in Scotland,
gave me a -¢circumftantial account of it. He is
a lover of the arts, particularly architeGture,
and intends ta vifit Greece, and Afia Minor. '

FOURTH PART,
FirsT SEcTION.:

' S yet, I have fpoken of nothing but the
difcovery of Herculaneum, and the man-

ner, in which the fubterraneous works undertaken
in g:o_nfcquence of itare carried on, I fhall now -
proceed
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proceed to give a circumftantial account. of the
things, that have been difcovered in it. But {
muft firft repeat, that not only I {hall not {peak
of every thing, but propofe to 'omit entirely
thofe things, o %whmh I have taken notice in my
other works.

I fhall firft take a furvey of the fubterraneous
places themfclvcs, and give an idea of the
buildings in them, under the general title of Im-
moveable Difcoveries %, 1 fhall make the necef-
ceflary remarks on the ftile of architeGure in
thefe buildings, without omlttm_ the fmalleft
oor meaneft of them. Whatever the afhes, the
lava, or the earth has overwhelmed, thall be
fully difplayed. I fhall forget nothing I have
been able to difcover conccrnmg thofe things, of
which the greateft myftery is ‘made, None of
‘the moft confiderable monuments cxpofed in the
. cabinet of Portici, whether paintings, {tatues,
bufts, or fmaller figures, fhall efcape me. Tq
thefe I fhall add fome infcriptions ; and, after
fpeaking of the houthold utenfils, conclude the
whole with a circumftantial account of the ma-
nufcripts, which have been likewife, difcovered.
But, I muft firft obferve, that the Neapohtan
palm, which I generally make ufe of, is twa
inches longer than the Roman +-.

The theatre of Herculaneum, ththcr we
confider the date of its difcovery, or the magni-
ficence of its ftructure, is, of all the immoveable
monuments, the firft to challcnge our attention.

% The author means fuch monuments of antiquity, as will nog
admit being removed.
+ The Neapolitan palm makes ten French inches,

-
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It has twenty-four rows of feats, each four Ro-
man palms broad, and one high. Thefe feats
- are hewn out of the live rock, which is of
free-ftone, and not formed of hard ftones,
as Martorelli pretends. Above thefe feats is a
portico, under which there were three more
rows of feats. Amongft the lower feats there -
are feven flights of ftairs, of a particular form;
for the conveniency of the {peGators *. Thefe
are what they called Fomstoria. The feat next
the pit forms a femi-circle of fixty-two Neapo-
litan palms diameter ; from which, and the di-
menfions and number of the other rows, it has
been calculated, that, allowing a palm and a
half to every {petator, this theatre could give -
feats to thirty thoufand five hundred perfons, ex-
clufive of thofe in the Arena or Platea +. This
interior fpace was anciently paved with very
‘thick {quares of antique yellow marble, the re--
mains of which are ftill to be feen in feveral
parts of it; The porticos fcooped out in the
ftory under the feats were paved with fquares of
white marble, The cotnifh, that runs round
the upper portico, and which is ftill in being, is
likewife marble.

This vaft buildirig was furmounted by a qua-
driga, or four-horfe chariot, with its charioteer,
as big as life; the whole of gilt bronze. The
bafe of white marble, on which it ftood, is ftill
to be feen. Some -perfons affirm, that, inftead

* That is to fay, in order to give the fpeQators free egrefs and
regrefs.

4 It is that part which Vitruvius calls the Orchefira, and which
anfwers to what we call the Pir, ¢
()
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of one four-horfe chariot, there were three twd=«
‘horfe chariots ; a difagreement {ufficient to prove
the little {kill and care of thofe; who firft con-
du&ted the works. Thefe pieces of ftatuary
were, as we may eafily imagine, overturned by
the lava ; however, none of them could be want-
ing. Yet, how were thefe precious remains treat-
ed by thofe, who then prefided over the works ?
They were thrown pell-mell into a cart;
brought in that manner to Naples; and fhot
down into a corner of the court belonging to
the caftle. Here they remained for a long time
in the chara&er of old iron; and it was not,
till feveral pieces that had been ftolen were
mifled, that a refolution was taken to make an
honourableufe of what remained. 'This honour-
able ufe confifted in melting down great part of
it into two bufts of the king and queen. One
may eafily guefs, what has been the fate of
thefe two pieces, which I could never get a fight
of. In fa&, they are become invifible. Care
was taken to bury them in fome hole, as foon
as the fhameful negle, of which they were
the monuments, came to be taken notice of.
The remains of the chariot, the horfes, and the
driver, were then, at length, fent to Portici, and
depofited in the cellars of the caftle, where no-
body was permitted to fee them. A long time
after this, the infpeGor of the cabinet propofed,
that one horfe, at leaft, thould be made out of
the pieces which ftill remained ; and, his fcheme
being approved, fome founders, fent for from
Rome to be employed in works of that kind,

were fet about it.  As feveral of the pieces re-
quifite
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quifite to compofe an entire horfe were want-
ing, there was a neceflity for cafting others to
fupply the place of them. By fo doing, how-
ever, a tolerably fine horfe was at laft formed.
‘This horfe ftands in the inner court of the cabi-
net, on a pedeftal bearing the following infcrip-

tion, in letters of gilt bronze, compofed by the
famous Mazocchi. ,

EX. QUADRIGA. AENEA.
SPLENDIDISSIMA.
CUM. SUIS. JUGALIBUS.
COMMINUTA. AC. DISSIPATA.
SUPERSTES. ECCE. EGO. UNUS,
' RESTO.

NONNISI. REGIA. CURA.
REPOSITIS. APTE. SEXCENTIS.
IN. QUAE. VESUVIUS. ME,
ABSYRTI. INSTAR.
DISCERPSERAT.
MEMBRIS,

The word SEXCENTIS, ufed in this in-
infcription to denote an indeterminate number,
is liable to fome objection, as faying too much ;
for it is certain there were not {fo many as one
hundred pieces employed to form this horfe.
The metaphor INSTAR. ABSYRTI. might
likewife be cenfured, not only as fuperfluous,
but as not admitted into the lapidary ftile. Be-
fides, the inverfion of the words from SEXCEN-~
TIS to MEMBRIS is too bold and poetical.

This
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This horfe, thus patched up, appeared, at -
firft, as if formed at a fingle caft. But, as it is
no eafy matter to make new-caft metal take
well with pieces of metal that have been long
hroken, the joints have given way, fo that, on
the falling of a great rain in March, .1759, (I
was then on the fpot) fo much water made its way
through the openings, as to give the poor horfe
the dropfy. No ftone was left unturned to hide
the difgrace of fo wretched a piece of patch=
work. The gates of the cabinet were kept fhut
for three days together, that the workmen {pent
in tapping the dropfical animal, which was all
the relief they could give him, fo that he ftill
remazins with all his blemifhes, in a manner,
about him. Such is the hiftory of the famous
four-horfe chariot, in gilt bronze, which origi-
nally crowned the theatre of Herculaneum.

Near the theatre ftood a temple; of a round
figure, which; it is believed, was dedicated to
Hercules. From the inner walls of this temple
were taken the largeft pieces of painting en-
graved in the firft volume of the antiquities of
Herculaneum, publithed by order * of his Sici-
lian Majefty. One of the moft capital repre-
fents Thefeus, with the Athenian youth of both
fexes crowding about him to kifs his hands, on
his return from Crete, where he had killed the
montfter ; and this piece gives exaétly the cir-
cumference of the wall on which it was ‘painted.
The other fubjets are, the birth of Telephus,
Chiron and Achilles, Pan and Olympus.

* This firft volume is that publithed by orders of the King of

. Spair, and contains the firft partof the paintings of Herculaneum;

The
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The theatre, and this temple, made part of
the chief fquare of the city, in which were found
equeftrian ftatutes of Nonius Balbus the elder,
and Nonius Balbus the younger. The laft of
‘thefe ftatues, happening to be in better preferva<
tion than the othet, was the firft they repaired ;
and; when repaired, it wis placed in the vefti-
bule of the King’s palace, in a glafs cafe. The
other was placed, oppofite to it, in a part of the .
building, whi¢h is not as yet entirely finithed.
The graving of thefe two ftatues in the Symbolz
Litterarie of Gori, though done from memo=
ry, gives a tolerable idea of them.

Near this fquare there ftood a V74, with a
garden belonging to it, that extended to the fea ;
and it was in this houfe they found the manu-
- feripts; of which I fhall prefently {peak; the
marble bufts placed in the anti-chamber of the
late queen ; and likewife fome fine female fla-
tues in bronze. It is proper I fhould obferve,
that, in general, the buildings belonging to this
country feat, as well as thofe of feveral other
private houfes in this place; and its environs,
had but one ftory. This country-feat contained
a fpacious piece of water, two hundred and
fifty-two Neapolitan palms in length, and twen-
ty-leven in breadth, terminating, at both ends,
in the arch of a circle ; furrounded with grafs
and flower-plats; and; at a greater diftance, by
a row of brick columns, covered with ftucco,
twenty-two on the longeft, and ten on the
fhorteft, fides. Thefe columns, along with the
exterior wall, formed an” arbour round the ba-

fon, by means of beams rupning from one to
- the
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the other. Under thefe arbours were found
fmall cabinets of different forms, to converfe or
bathe in; fome of a femi-circular, and others
of a fquare area; as likewife the bufts and
female figures, I ‘have juft been mentioning,
placed alternately between the columns. A
canal of a middling breadth circulated round
the wall ; and a long alley led to a round fum-
mer pavilion, or cabinet, built on the outfide of
it, open on every fide, and about twenty-five
Neapolitan palms above the fea. At the end
of the long alley next this fummer-cabinet,
or pavilion, were four fteps leading to the latter.
Here it was they found thefine pavement of
African marble, and antique yellow, of which
1 have already taken notice, and fhall {peak a-
gain, when I come to defcribe the fecond cham-
ber of the cabinet of Portici, where it is now
2o be feen. It confifted of twenty-two circular
rows, one within another, the exterior one four
and twenty palms in diameter, with a large
rofe in the center. When firft difcovered, it
had a border of white marble, a Neapolitan
palm and a half broad, and almoft half a palm
higher than the reft. - This work, as I have
already taken notice, was covered with the lava
difcharged from Mount Vefuvius, and that to
the height of one hundred and two Neapoli-
tan palms, Near this country feat, and belong-
ing to it, as I am told, there ftood a little
room, without any windows, about five palms
an length and breadth, and twelve in height.
From a fine bronze found in this build-
ing, and the ferpents in the palatings ftript
: from
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from the walls of it, we may conjecture, that

it was confecrated to the fuperftitious myfteries -
of Eleufis. This country-feat is the only pri-

- - vate building worth notice, that has been as yet

‘difcovered in Herculaneum. :

~ As to the monuments of the fame kind found
in Pompeii, I fhall confine myfelf to a little
temple, or fquare chapel, which was difco-
vered in the year 1761. This temple belonged
to a large Villa, or country=feat. The front;
richly crnamented with different kinds of foli-
age, was fupported by four ftone columns, co-
vered with ftucco, a palin and a half in dia-
meter, and feven palms feven inches high ; the
fhafts fluted: One of them is to be feen in the
cabinet of Portici: The body of this temple
ftood five fteps above the ground. Two of
thefe fteps lay on the outfide of the colonnade;
and the other three; which were of a circular
form, within the middle intercolumniation;
which was much longer than the other two ; and
led to the body of the temple ; fo that the mid-
dle intercolumniation ftood the height of the
three fteps above the other two. Thefe fteps
- were paved with fquares of a common kind of
marble, called Cipolino: Within this little
temple there was found a marble Diana, of E-
trufcan workmanthip, on a pedeftal, which was
likewife of marble. Before it,' towards the
right hand corner, there ftood another round
temple ; on the other fide a wall ; and, oppofite
to the temple, a ciftern with four wells, or ra-
ther openings; in the angles of it, to facili-
tate the drawing of the water. The only build-

D 2 ing
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ing of two ftories, found fince they began to
dig for antiquities, is in this place; and it is
1ow laid quite bare. I happened to be on the fpot.
in the month of February 1762, with the in-
fpeGor of ‘the cabinet, whilft the labourers
were difencumbering a room filled with paint-
ings, and a kind of beaufet covered with mar-
ble, in which they found a fun-dial,

At Gragnano, the Stabia of the ancients,
they found a Pila, or country-feat, fomewhat
like that of Herculaneum. In the middle of
the garden belonging to it, as in that of the
Herculaneum /Villa, there was a pond, divided
into four equal parts, by as many little one-
arch bridges. On one fide of this bafon there
were ten grafs or flower-plats ; and, on the o-
ther, as many cabinets to converfe or bathe in ;
five of a femi-circular, and five of a {quare, area,
alternately difpofed. » Both the plats and the ca-
binets were, each, provided with an arbour, con-
ftructed in the fame manner with thofe I have
slready mentioned, and fupported, in front, by
columns of the fame kind. The garden was
furrounded, both within and without the wall
inclofing it, with a canal, which ferved, in all
appearance, to preferve the rain-water, the
only water, no doabt, ufed in this country;
at leaft no traces of any aquedués are to be
found in it. ‘This opinion is, befides, confirm-
ed by a large ciftern found in the Atrium or

rch of this country-feat. ‘The enormous re-
{ervoir, called Pifcina Mirabilis, built near Mi-
fenum, for the fervice of the Roman fleet, was
fupplicd with rain-water, which the fOIiifcfis

' ‘ ¢
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ufed to carry from thence on board the fhips, as
may be guefled from fome pipes in the upper
part of it, by which, in all probability, the
water was made to pafs. This fubterraneous re-
fervoir ftands upon equidiftant pillars forming:-
five arched galleries, each thirteen Roman palms
in breadth.

As to the different curiofities preferved in the
cabinet of Portici, they may be divided into
two clafles. In the firft, I fhall include every
thing relating to the arts, and the different
kinds of furniture and utenfils ; and, ir the fe~
cond, the manufcripts. The pictures, big and
little, with which I fhall begin my obfervations,
may amount to about a thoufand. TFhey are all
framed and glazed, except thofe, which, being
too large to be kept and fthewn in that manner,
fuch as the Thefeus, the Telephus, the Chiron,
and others, are enclofed in glafs prefles. Moft
of them are painted in diftemper, as has already
been taken notice by the learned men, who
have given defcriptions of them ; and but a few-
in frefco. But, as it was fo generally thought in
the beginning, that all the paintings on the
walls were executed in the laft manner, that is.
to fay, in frefco, they never gave themfelves. the
trouble to examine, if the thing' was really fo ;.
fo that fomebody having offered a varnith,
which, he faid, would infallibly preferve thefe
paintings, they laid it, without farther enquiry,
on all thofe, which had been difeovered ; thereby
rendering it impoffible to difcover the methods
ufed in executing them by the ancient artifts.
The fineft of thefe paintings reprefent dancing

o D3 " womem,
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" women, and centaurs, about a fpan in heighty
on a black ground; and muft have been the
work of fome great mafter, for they are as liglit
as thought itfelf, and as beautiful as if they had
been. done by the hands of the Graces. ~The
paintings worthy of being placed in the next,
or even the fame, rank Wlth the dancing wo=
men, are two pieccs, the figures of which are
fomewhat larger than thofe of the preceding *,
One of thefe pieces reprefcnts a young fatyr at-
tempting tp kifs a young nymph ; and the other,
an old fawn in love with an Hermaphrodite,
It is impoffible to conceive any thing more vo-
luptuous, or painted with more art. There
are, hkewxfe, a great many fruit and flower-
pieces, all moft exquifite in their kind.

If, in fuch a town as Herculaneum, and e=
ven on the walls of its houfes, fuch fine paint-,
ings were to be found, to what a degree-of per-
feCtion may we not conclude that fine art was
carried in the brilliant ages of Greece ? Wg
have, indeed, a convincing proof of its ha-
ving been carried to the higheft, in four paint-
ings difcovered at Stabia," though not executed
there. Thefe pieces were found, leaning, twa
by two, with the painted fides mﬁde, againft a
wall, on the floor of a room in the country-feat,
of which I have already taken notice ; and
from thefe circumftances it may be canjectured,
that they were taken from a wall in fome other
place, perhaps in Greece, to be fct into the
walls of this room, had not the eruption of
Vefuvius prevented it, This 1mportant difco.

¥ Ditt, Ercol, Tom. I, tav. xg, 16,
. Yefy
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very was made im the year 1761. Thefe four
picces are furrounded with borders of different
coloufs. Unfortunately, two of them are brok-
en, and, of courfe, fomewhat damaged. I
have already defcribed them in my Hiffory of the
Arts among the Ancients. The figures in them
are about a palm and a half high, and fo highly
finithed, as to excel, in that refpe&, every thing
of the kind hitherto difcovered. :

I muft here take notice, that all the paintings
on pieces of wall, which from Italy have fpread
beyond the Alps, into England, France, or
Germany, are to be confidered as fpurious. The
Count de Caylus got one of them engraved ;
and has given it as an antique, in his collection
of antiquities, becaufe it had been fold to him
for a piece found at Herculaneum #. The
Margrave of Bareith was impofed upon in the
fame manner, during his ftay at Rome, where
he bought feveral of thefe pieces; and I have
been fince informed, that feveral other ‘German,
Princes have been equally duped with thefe
wretched performances ; for they were all
painted at Rome by Jofeph Guerra, a Venetian
painter of very flender abilities, who died but
laft year. It is not, after all, any way furprif~.
ing, that ftrangers thould have been thus mif~
taken, fince a man of great learning, and a very
- able antiquary, Father Contucci, a Jefuit, di-
reGor of ftudies and the cabinet in the Ro-~

* 'This is a miftake. The Count de Caylus never got any thing
like it engraved ; and, fo far from fuffering himfelf to.be impofed
on, was the firft, perhaps, to fpeak of Guerra’s impofture. Sec
what he fays on the on, in the fourth T'ome of his Colle&tion of

. Antiquities, p. 220, . -
, D4 . man
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man college, purchafed above forty of thefe-
pieces, as {fo many jewels brought from Sicily,
and even Palmyra, Nay, feveral of thefe pic-
tures were fent to Naples, and from thence
brought back to Rome, to give a greater air of
genuinenefs to them; and fome of them were
likewife decorated with charaders, in nothing
refembling thofe of any known Janguage. Wha
knows but another Kircher might have ftart-
ed up to explain them, if the impofture had
- not been timely difcovered. - Men' of tafte, ac-
quainted with the arts, and fkilled in antiqui-
ties, need only examine them with a little atten-
tion, to difcover the fraud; for Gugrra has not
thewn in them the leaft knowledge of the man-
ners and cuftams of the ancients, [t plainly ap-
pears by them, that he was an ignorant fellow, .
who drew every thing from his own imagina-
tion, fo that allowing the honour of being
an antique to a fingle piece of his would
be {fufficient to contradi® and overturn all
our notions of antjquity. Amongft the pieces
of his doing, purchafed by the Jefuits, .there is
an Epaminondas, carried off from the ficld of
Mantinea, in which Guerra has reprefented that
Grecian captain, completely armed in fteel, as
our kpights ufed to be in their tournaments.
Inanother piece, reprefenting a combat of wild
beafts exhibited in_an amphitheatre, we fee a

retor pr emperor, who prefides at it, with his
ﬁand refting on the guard of a naked fword, like
thofe in ufe during the thirty years war ¥, This

* He means the thirty years war jn Germany, which was concluded
by the peace of Weftphalia, in 1648, At this time they wore fwords
alth hilts of an enormous length, T
o s forgerer
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forgerer made genius confift in reprefenting Priae
pufes of an immoderate fize, and beauty in flena
dernefs, fo that all his figures look like fo many
. fpindles. About two years ago, long after thefg

ieces had beep generally acknowledged at Rome
?or what they really are, an Englithman, who
happened to be in that city, was, notwithftand«
ing, fool enongh to give fix hundred crowns for
fome of them. So much for the pictures,

"~ I am now to fpeak of the fineft ftatyes, the
moft remarkable bufts, and fome fmall figures,
Befides the two equeftrian ftatues in marble,: there
are two figures of women, as big as life, confpi~
cuous for the beauty of their drapery. They
ftand in the gallery. In the court of the cabij-
net there is a mother of Nonius Balbus, as ap-
pears by a well tprcfe_rve,d jnfcription on the
pedeftal.  Part of her gown, or mantle, js
thrown over her head; and, in order to cover
it with the greater grace, is made to rife in a
point over the forechead. The fame thing is to be
f¢en on the head of the figure of Tragedy, in
the baflo-relievo of the Apotheofis of Homer
preferved in the Cqlonna Palace at Rome, [
thould not have taken notice of fo trifling a cir-
cumftance, had pot Cuper * fpoken of this pin-
~ ched fold as fomething very fingular, and thought
he could difcover in it that kind of cap, called
by the Greeks *Oyxs, rifing over the forehead
in the tragick mafks of both fexes The drawing
made for him, of this kind of head-drefs, was what
ed him aftray, by reprefenting it much higher
han it is in the marble, and formed by a plait,

- # Apotheos. Hom. p. 81, and feq.

or

.
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or fold, which it is not. There is likewife, 35
mongft the figures, a Pallas as big as life. It is
the beft of all the marble ftatues, and, according
to appearance, not of Italian workmanfhip. It
Jooks almoft ancient enough to be of the earlieft
ages of Greece. As a proof of what I advanceg
¥ muft remark, that the face of this figure wears
a certain charaer of rudenefs, and that the folds
of its drapery are ftiff, and form, as it were, {of
many parallel tubes. The attribute of Pallas
moft remarkable in this figure is her =gis hang-
ing from her neck, and thrown over her arm,
by way of buckler, perhaps in the battle with

the Titans ; for the is here reprefented as run-
ning, and raifing the right arm to throw a jave-
lin.  There has likewife been found at Pompeii,
in the little temple of which I have already {po~
ken, a Diana, which is certainly of Etrufcan

- workmanthip. I have given a circumftantial ac~
count of it in my Hiffory of the Arts amongft the
Ancients, As yet, no Egyptian pieces have been

difcovered, except a little male figure, in black

{mall-grained granite, with the bufhel or modium

uponr his head, This figure, including its an-

tique bafe, is three palms and three inches high,

Roman meafure. It refts on a round bafis, cut

out of the fame ftone, of two palms and feven
inches diameter,

You will here, Sir, be pleafed to recolle@, that
the order from his majefty, by which I had fpe-
cial admittance to the cabinet, was confined
to thofe things, which it was lawful to thew. I
did not enquire into the reafons of this reftrici-
on, as ] could not but know it regarded the an.

; ' tiquities



"HERCULANEUM 44

tiquities ftored up in the cellars of the caftle,
particularly an obfcene figure, which has been
condemned to them, However, having acquired
the confidence of the infpector, I had the good
fortune to be admitted to fee them all, except this
pbfcene one, which was not to be feen without
a fpecial licence figned by his majefty, and for
which, as it had not been folicited by any one
elfe, T thought it did not become me to be the
firft to apply, This piece, which is in marble,
reprefents a Satyr, about three Roman palms in
height, and a fhe-goat ; and is faid to be of moft
admirable workmanthip. As foon as found, it
was fent, well wrapped up, to his majefty, then
with his court at Caferta, who immediately fent
it back with the fame precautions, to be put into
the hands of Jofeph Canart, his fculptor, at Por-
tici, with exprefs orders not to let any one fee
it. 'We are not, therefore, to believe fome En-
glith travellers, who tell us they have been al.
}owed that favour. . -

The largeft ftatues in brafs reprefent emperors
and emprefles, all bigger than life ; but, then, they
are of middling workmanthip, and prefent no-

-thing worth notice, except rings on the right
annular fingers of fome of the emperors, with
augural ftaffs (L:itui) on them. The fineft
ftatues next to thefe are fix female ftatues, fome
as big as life, and fome lefs. They form the or-
nament of the ftair-cafe leading to the cabinet,
Three male ftatues, as big as life, one reprefent-
ing an old Silenus, the other a young Satyr, and
the third a Mercury, ftand in the cabinet itfelf,
"The female figures are thofe, which formerly ftood

in
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in the garden of the villa at Herculaneum, al3
ternately with the bufts of marble, round the
great bafon. They are cloathed, almoft without
action, or any attributes, by which one may
guefs whom they were intended for. In a word,
they prefent no determinate objec, though they
are all adorned with diadems. One of them -
feems to be about throwing off a fhort cloak hung
over her thoulders, or faftening it by a button,
Another has hold of her hair. A third is tucking
up her gown a little, as if going to dance. The
Silenus is ftretched on a leather bag, covered
with a lion’s fkin, The fingers of his left hand
are difpofed, as if he wanted to crack them ; and
fuch was the pofition of the fingers in the ftatue
of Sardanapalus, The young Satyr is feated, and
afleep, with one arm hanging down by its own
weight. But the ftatue of Mercury, which was
the laft found, excels them all. This god is
likewife feated. The moft remaskable thing in
this ftatue is the manner, in which the wings are
ticd to the feet ; the knots formed by the ftraps ly-
ing under the foles in the form of a flattened rofe,
as if to thew, that the wearer was not made to
wa}k, but to ﬁYQ

The bufts are partly in marble, and partly in
bronze. The firft are as big as life, and are fuf-
fered to remain in the anti-chamber of the late .
queen, that the fervant who fhews them might
not lofe his little perquifites. The moft remark-
able amongft them are, one of Archimedes, with a
thort curled beard. His name had been written
upon it in ink, or black paint; and, fo late as five
years ago, the firfl five letiers, AP X 1M, were fill

: , vifible,

A}
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wifible ; but they are now entirely worn out by

frequent touching. There was likewife a2 name

on another male buft, but it was with fome diffi-

culty the three following letters of it, AGH,

could be diftinguifhed ; and of thefe not the leaft
trace is now to be feen. Another male buft has .
the beard turned up, and knotted under the chin;

a fingularity obfervable in one of the bufts placed

in the galleries of the capitol of Rome. Amongft
the female bufts there is a fine Agrippina the el-

der, her hair bound with a crown, feemingly,

of oblong pearls,

The brazen bufts are of different fizes; fome
as big as life, and others lefs ; fome of a middling
fize, and fome even under it ; but, in all thefe
fizes, efpecially the firft, this cabinet has greatly
the advantage over all others. Amongft the large
_heads, there are fix extremely remarkable, efpe-
cially the three firft, for the workmanthip of the
hair, the buckles of which have been foldered on
at fecond hand. One of thefe heads, and that
the moft arncient (for it has all the chara&ers of
the remoteft antiquity) has fifty ring-buckles,
which look as if they had been formed with
wire of the thicknefs of a goofe-quill. The fe-
cond has fixty-eight buckles, but flatted, and re-
fembling a narrow ftrip of paper, rolled up with
the fingers, and then drawn out in order to
lengthen it. - The buckles hanging over the neck
are compofed of twelve revolutions. Thefe two
heads reprefent two young beardlefs heroes, The
buckles formed by’ the hair of the third head,
which has a long beard, are foldered only on the
fides. The workmanthip of this third h.eagk is

[
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likewife worth our notice, as infinitely fuperiot®
to that of all our modern artifts. It is one of the
moft perfe@ pieces in the whole world ; and I
may take upon me to fay, that it is impoffible
for the art of man to produce any thing; in any
branch, fuperior to it. They have given it to
Plato ; but I take it to be altogether ideal: The
fourth buft is that of Seneca. We have many
reprefentations in marble of this philofopher ;
and one, amongft the reft, in the Medici vine-
yard at Rome, which, though always confidered:
as the moft petfe@, is infinitely inferior to this of
Herculaneum. It may not, perhaps, be too bold -
to affirm, that the fkill difplayed in this piece is
inimitable. Pliny, however, affirms, that the art
of carving in brafs was greatly decayed- by the
reign of Nero. The two other bufts are of
a very ancient form. They are, each, furnithed
with two moveable metal handles projeting
from the fides, in order to facilitate the moving
of them from place to place. One of thefe bufts
reprefents a young hero, and the other a woman,
Both appear to be the work of the fame mafter.
The firft of them carries the artift’s name,

AT'"OAAQNIOS APXIOY
AGHNAIOZ
EIMQHZE

« Apollonius, the fon of Archias, of Athens;
¢ made it Both, in my opinion, were
made at the time that the arts flourifhed moft
“in Greece ; and as to the manner of forming the
word EI"QHSE, I muft beg leave to refer the

ST T reades
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feader to what I have faid of itin my Hiffory of
zbe Arts amongf the Ancients. Martorelli *
thinks he can difcover an Alcibiades in the head
of this hero. And why? Becaufe, forfooth,
the artift is an Athenian. M. Bajardi+, a Roman
prelate, and Archbithop 77 partibus, has as little
reafon to take this head for that of a young Ro-
. man, and the female one for that of a Roman
lady. :
Amongft the little bufts, there are feveral,
which have nothing to recommend them but the
name of thofe they reprefent. Such is an Epi-
cure, perfeGtly refembling that of the Capitol ;
an Hermachus (EPMAXOC) the immediate fuc~
ceffor of Epicurus, and a Zeno, with his name,
There are two bufts of Demofthenes, worth par-
ticular notice. The fmalleft bears his name. A
drawing of it is to be found at the end of this let-
ter. Itook the trouble to get it engraved, in or-
.der to fhew, that the head of a young man with-
out a beard, bearing the fame name, and repre-
fented on a haflo-relievo found in Spain, cannot
be that of the Athenian orator, whatever Fulvius
Urfinus and fome other antiquarians may fay of
the matter. Demofthenes muft have been little
known, before he was old enough to have a beard.
Befides thefe bufts, there are in the magazines
of the cabinet a great number of {mall ones in
baffo-relievo, fixed upon round fields, 'like thofe
of a buckler, and furnifhed with hooks to hang
them up by. Thefe are the bufts, which, on
account of their fhape, the ancients called Clx-

® Thec. Calamar, p. 426.
¢ Catal. des Monnum, d'Hercul, p. 169, 378,
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peus 4. Some of thefe Clupei exhibit the heads
of emperors and emprefles. There are, amongft
many others, two particularly remarkable for be-
ing in marble, and as big as life, in the Altiert
vineyard ; and one in the capitol of Rome;
- 1 might fay as many things of the little figures
as of the ftatues, efpecially in regard to the cuftoms
of the ancients, the fhape of their drefé, and their
ornaments. But, as a difcuflion of thefe matters
would require more time than it is in the power
of moft travellers to beftow upon them, T muft refer’.
the reader to the fourth chapter of my Hiffory of
the Arts amongft the Ancients; which I have al-
geady fo often cited, and confine myfelf to fome
figures which are particularly ftriking. The fineft,
as well as largeft, of thefe figures, and one of thofe
which has been lateft difcovered, is an Alexander
on horfeback. 'The man want$ an arm, and the
horfe two legs. Thefe defe@ts may be eafily fup-
plied: The miant and horfe are, together, about
two palms and a half high: This piece yields tor
no other of the monuments, eithet in defign or exs
ecution, The eyes, both of the rider and his horfe,
are incrufted in filver; and the bridle is of the fame
mietal. The pedeftal on which the horfe ftood
is flill to the fore. Another horfe, of the fame
fize, but without the rider, which is loft, forms
the companion of the fisft, to which it is no- way
inferior. The horfes, in both thefe pieces,
miove in 4 diagonal line, and have clipped manes,
Amongft the figures, of which ftrangers are made
to take particular notice, there is a little Pallas,
and a little Venus, each a palm, or thereabouts,
4 Sce Wincldartya Defcr. des Pier. fir. da Cabs. de Stach. % 3857,
' gl
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high. The firft has a patera in the right hand,
and a lance in the left: Her finger and toe-nails,
the buckles of her helmet, and a border on the
edge of her drapery, are very heautifully incrufted
with- filver. The arms and legs of the Venus
are adorned with bracelets of gold wire.” She
ftands upright, raifing one of her legs, in order
to tie on, or put off, her thoe. We are like-
wife to take notice of a burlefque reprefentaticn,
or, if you pleafe, parody, of Aneas carrying An-
chifes on his theulders, and holding the little Af-
canius by the hand. Thefe three figures have
affes heads ; and, near the group formed by them,
is an afs, not an inch high, ftanding erect on
his fore feet, and covered with a little filver man-
tle. There is, amongft thefc little figures, a Pri-
apus, taken particular notice of by the connoif-
feurs and lovers of the artsand antiquity, Though
but a finger in length, it is executed with fo much
art and accuracy, that Michael Angelo himfelf,
with all his fkill in anatomy, never could boaft
a more learned producion. The drawings of
this great man, preferved in the ¢abinet of my
Lord Cardinal Albani, are alone fufficient to fhew,
how deeply he was verfed in that part of his pre-
feflion. This Priapus feems to be making a
kind of fign very common amongft the Italians,
but entirely unknown to the Germans. I am,
therefore, in fome manner at a lofs how to give
them an idea of it. He is reprefented as pulling
down the lower eyelid with the firft finger of the
right hand, fupported by the cheek-bone, whilft.
the head hangs on the fame fide, This gefture
muft have been in ufe amongft the pantomimes

of the ancients, and have had feveral figoificant
E mean-

A
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meanings. The perfon making it faid nothing,
but feemed to fay, ¢ Beware of him; he’s a cun-
ning fellow ; he’s too many for you:” or elfe,
s« He thinks to take me in, but he has caught a
tartar ;"> Or, in fine, * You have hit the mark !
you have chofen your man well.” The fame fi-
gure makes with the left hand what the Italians
call Far la fica, an obfcene gefture, which con-
fifts in placing the thumb between the firft and
middle fingers, fo as to reprefent the tongue if-
fuing from between the two lips. This difpofiti-
on of the fingers is likewife called Far caflagne,
in allufion to the flit made in the fhell of chef-
nuts, to prepare them for the fire, There is, in
the fame cabinet, a viril member, or Priapus, in
bronze, foldered to a little hand making the fame
fign. Hands of this kind are common in cabi-
" nets, and it is well known that the ancients ufed
them as amulets; or, which is the fame thing,
wore them as prefervatives againft fpells, evil
looks, and inchantments. Ridiculous as this fu-
perftitious praGtice muft. appear, it ftill prevails
amongft the poorer fort of people in the king-
dom of Naples. I have been thewn feveral of
thefe Priapuses, which fome of them were fim-
ple enough to carry on their arms, or in their
bofoms. It is ftill more common with them to
faften to their arms a little filver crefcent, which
they call Luna pezzura, that is, a pointed moon,
by way of prefervative againft the epilepfy. But
then, this moon muft have been made with alms
of the wearer’s own gathering, and then bleft by
a prieft. ‘This.abufe, though known, is tolera-
ted notwithftanding. Perhaps, the filver half-
moons, of which fuch numbers are preferved in
' ' ' the -
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the cabinet of Portici, were confecrated to the
fame fuperftitious purpofe. The Athenians ufed
to wear them faftened to the fole of, their fhoes,
between it and the inftep.
. Some of thefe Priapuses have wings, and little
bells fufpended by interwoven chains ; and very
often their hinder parts terminate in the rump of
a lion fcratching himfelf with his left paw, juft
as pigeons do, when they fcratch themfelves
under the wing, in order, it is faid, to increafe
thieir paffion. The.bells are of metal, fet in fil-
ver, It is probable, that the intention of them
was to drive away evil fpirits, juft as that of the
litde bells* worn by the arncients, under their
bucklers, was to ftrike terror. Thefe little bells
made likewife part of the drefs of thofe  initj-
ated in the myfteries of Bacchus. S
I muft not omit taking' notice, that moft of the
works in bronze, preferved in the cabinet of Por-
tici, have been repaired ; and that the doing
of it has robbed them of their antique and ve-
nerable ruft, that green pellicle, or fcale, which
the Italians call Patina. It is true, means
have been found to give them an artificial
green, inftead of the natural one; but it not only
falls fhort, in all, of the genuine antique Patina, but
has a very bad effe¢t upon fome of the heads;
. witnefs that of the fine Mercury, which was
found, they fay, broken in a thoufand pieces,
that is, -greatly thattered. In cafes like this, the
flighteft foldering brings off from the ancient
- bronze a thin fcale, which is fucceeded by a-
fcabby cruft ; fo that all their endeavours §o res
by ‘\/!'F[clgz{]'cr&d)’:s ;’ox:’r deuw&fb ?i%ls.to'fch, p- 22,23,
E 2 . florg
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ftore the colour and complexion * of the Antique,
ferves only to produce a very ugly ruggednefs,
The incruftations with filver have required the
fame reparations.

I am now come to the infcriptions, which I
promifed to give. I fhall take particular notice
of two. The firft has not as yet been publithed ;
the fecond is cited by Martorelli, in the work
of his which I have fo often mentioned, but
which none, even the Neapolitans themf{elves, are
allowed to confult. The firft was fixed on the
wall of a houfe, from whence it was taken in
one piece, and removed to the cabinet of ancient
piGures. This infcription is an advertifement of
fome baths and taverns to be let, and is the only
one of the kind that has reached us.

IN PRAEDIS IULIAE SP. F, FELICIS
LOCANTVR
BALNEVM VENERIVM ET NONGENTVM TABERNAR
' PERGVYLAR "
CAENACULA EX IDIBUS AVG. PRIMIS. IN, IDVS, AVG. SEXTAS,
: ANNOS CONTINUOS QUINQUE
-1 Q.‘ D. L. E.N. C.
A. SVETTIVM YERVM AED.

It is eafy to fee, that there had been another
infcription, before this, on the fame wall, but in
black chara&ters. ‘This firft infcription was, pro-
bably, the advertifement of fomething to be let,
and had been rubbed out to make way for that
in red chara&ers, which ftill fubfifts. I have not
be¢n able to give the exact form of fome of the

* The author means that furface, which, in bronzes, refembles
that of the natural fkin.

letters,
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Yetters, as I was obliged to tranfcribe them by

+ ftealth, for no one is allowed to take a copy of

them. No doubt, the letters feparated by points, -

in the feventh line, were a formula well known
at that time. 'They might, perhaps, ftand for

St Quis Dominam Lioci Eius Non Cognoverst
Adeat Suettium Verum Aedilem.

That is to fay, * Such perfons as may not be ac-
¢ quainted with the owner of thefe concerns,
“ may apply to the Edile, Suettius Verus.”
Her name was Yulia, and her father’s Spurius Fe-
lix. Leafes, amongft the Romans, were generally
made, as amongft us, for a certain number of
years. This was for five. Some laws in the
Digeft inform us of this circumftance. By the
word Pergula was generally meant what we call
a green arbour, or a bower made with verdure.
Thefe arbours or bowers are generally conftru@-
ed, in the fineft climates of Italy, with great ele-
gance, and formed with reeds tied acrofs each o- -
ther. And here I muft obferve, that the reeds
of ‘Italy are much longer and ftronger than thofe
of Germany and other countries beyond the Alps,
not only becaufe the foil of Italy is fitter for them,
but, likewife, becaufe they are planted on pur-
pofe; and greater care is ufually taken of them in
other refpes, particularly by flirring the earth
about them, Accordingly, a field of reeds is
confidered as an eflential part of every farm,
Ig Rome, and the country about it, they ufe
reeds to tie and fupport their vines. As to the
other fignifications of the word Pergula, not a-

kin to that I have given it, the reader may find
E 3 them
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them elfewhere *. Canacala : This word fhould
fignify thofe rooms in houfes of public .enter-

tainment, in which thofe who frequented them
eat and drank. On this occafion, I fhall

quote an infcription, of which, -indeed, Gruter’

has given us a copy in hjs colleGtion, but without
" mentioning the place where the original is to be
met with.

Hvivs. MONVMENTI. si. Q¥ A.-MACERIA,
CLVSVM ESF. CVM. TABERNA. ET. CENACVLO:
' . HEREDES. NON. SEQVETVR.

NEQVE. INTRA. MACERIAM. HVMARI.
QvEmMQyaMm. LIClT

Thns infeription is to be found on the wall of
a tower at the paffage of the river Garzglmﬂo the
Lisis of the ancients.

I thall add fome other mfcnptxons in the fame
cabinet, moft of which require no explapation
Thofe that do, I muft leave to others. ,

Ivita. GER.. ...
AcripPINAE. TI. CcLA. .i
PonT. Max.
L. MAM.



HERCULANEUM. 35

On a brazen table there is,

MAMMIO. MAXIMO,
AvGevsTALIL
“MVNICIPES. ET. INCOLAE.
AERE. CONLATO.

BALBI. L, EVTYC Ho
LOCVM, SEPVLTVR.
D. D.

Q. rorLrivs, scyLAax. T,
caLlpra, aNTI10CHVS. MATER.
M. CALIDIVS, NASTA. Tovl,
V.S L.-M.

- "THERMAE,

M. CRASSI. FRVGI.
AQVA. MARINA. ET: BALN. ,
AQVA. DVLCI. IANVARIVS. L,

"The following infcription written on the bafe
of a ftatue, probably of Venus, was not found
at Herculaneum, but near Bajee. It is placed in

the court of the cabinet,

VENERI. PROBAE. SANCTISS. SACR.
TI. CLAVDIVS. MARCION.

SALVE. MILLE. ANIMARVM. INLVSTRI. CENARE. OPVS, SALVE,
PVLCHRI. ONBRIS, PORTATRIX. IN. EXVPERABILE. DONVM, -
RERVM. HVMANARVM. DIVINARVMQVE. MAGISTRA, -
MATRIX. SERVATRIX. AMATRIX. SACRIFICATRIX,
.SBLVE, MILLE, ANIMARVM, INLVSTRI. CENARE, OPVS. SALVE,

E4 1 will
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I will not venture to affirm, that this infcrip-
tion is of the earlieft ages. Neverthelefs, the
meafure of the fyllables is very irregular, and in
the tafte of that ufed in other inferiptions of the
greateft antiquity. The third line is very ob-
fcure. Martorelli reads it, p. 373, in the fol-
lowing order : Salve Venus, Opus eff nos cenare
cum illyfiri mille animarum, fa/'fue and he explains
it thus, Fuwvat nos commz_/'cerz (riyruSas) cum in-
numera gente illufiri e/egant‘zgue forma predita,
He grounds his interpretation on Suetonius’s ufing
the word canare in the fame fenfe, in his paffage
concerning the fuppcr of Auguftus (Aug. c. 73.)
named J\wJexwra;, in which’ that emperor ap-
peared in'the drefs of Apollo, and his guefts in
that of the reft of the twelve great deities, The
"Latin author exprefles it thus: :
Dum nova Divorum ceenat adulteria.
Martorelli fupports this conjecture of his with the
authority of Martial, by whom, he fays, this
word is often ufed in an obfcene fenfe. But, for
my part, I have not been able to difcover any fuch
thmg in the works of that poet.
There are on an agate, in chara&ters taken from

the white: field of it, |

AETOYCIN :  They fpeak

AGEAOYCIN :  What they pleafe

AETETwCAN : Let them fpeak

So, . o
TI;&E;}ICOI (*): Whatis it to me? .

Of feveral kinds of feals or engravings in bronze,
I'thall give but one, and that only on account of
the interweaving of its letters :

L mult be i pl, Wlmf isittome? or elfe Tipira oo
What is it to yu?
That
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MAEIPLIRONS
'fhat is to fay,
M. STATILIL. PHILERONIS.

I am now got to the end of the firft-fe@ion
of the fourth part of this letter, in which I
promifed to fpeak of the works of art, but in the
ftriteft fenfe. I fhall firft fpeak of the houfehold
furniture, under two heads; the firft comprehend-
ing things of abfolute neceflity ; the fecond, thofe
introduced by opulence and luxury.

Bread fhall be the firft obje@t of my enquiry,
as I hope 1 may be permitted to place it under the
firt head. There are two whole loaves to be
f{een, both of the fame form and fize, that is; a
palm and two inches in diameter, and five inches
in thicknefs. Both have eight dents in the upper
cruft ; that is to fay, they were firft divided by
crofs lines into four parts, and then fubdivided
into eight, by four other crofs lines. There ap-
pears a divifion of’ the fame kind on two loaves,
in one of the pictures found at Herculaneum *,
We have a copper-plate engraving of the firft
that was found, in the memoirs relating to Her-
culaneum, written by an anonymous author, and
publifhed by Gori <. It is thus the loaves of the
Greeks ufed to be marked in the earlieft ages,
whence they were called by Hefiod dxrafrwuor,
that is, according to fome commentators, eight-
dented. But fometimes the loaves were divided -

® Pitt. Erc. Tome IL. p. 141.
+ Notiz. Sopra I’ Ercal. in the Symb. litter. Vol, L. p. 138.

only
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only crofsways, as I have elfewhere obferved } f
and it is hence, likewife, fuch loaves ufed to be
called by the Romans Quadre § :

Et mibi dividuo findetur munere quadra

and by the Greeks rerparpup®y, fo as to give rife
to the phrafe, aliend vivere quadra, to live at ano-
ther man’s expence. : ,

To the loaves of the ancients preferved in the
cabinet of Portici, I thall add their wine-veflels.
Of thefe they had two kinds. The largeft they
called Dolia, and the other Amphore ; and both
were made of baked earth. The ancients, how-
ever, were no ftrangers to the art of making
cafks, or veflelsof ftaves bound together with hoops,
There is in the cabinet of the Roman College an
earthen lamp, on which are reprefented two men
carrying fuch a veflel fufpended to a pole. We
may difcover veflels of the fame conftruction on
feveral engraved ftones, as I have fhewn in ano-
ther place *. In fhort, we may meet with them on
the Trajan and Antonine columns ; though I am
of opinion they were feldom ufed but in the field.
Inftead of veflels like our modern eafks, the an-
cients made ufe of veffels called Dola, in form
of a pumpion, "generally containing eighteen
Amphore, which meafure is, accordingly, written
on a Dolium preferved in the Albani vineyard.
This was the form of the veflel, of which the
philofopher Diogenes made a houfe, and which
he ufed to roll from place ‘to place during

1 Defér. des Pier. grav. du Cab. de Stofch. p. 72, 73.

§ Scalig. Not. in Moret. in Catale?. Virg. p. 429, Edit. Lugd.

1573 8. ‘ ‘
s Defer. &c. ' p. 2600 .. .

the
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the fiege of Corinth. The mouth of thefe wef-
Lels is about a palm in diameter. In a vaulted
cellar difcovered at Herculaneum, there were
found feveral fuch ‘cafks of earth difpofed round:
it, and fixed by brick-work iato the wall ; whence
we may guefs, that the ancients did ,not make
their wine as we do ours.  For, in this, cellar, it
was impofiible for the wine to run dire@ly from
the prefs-tub into the cafk, as it is ufual in fome
places, and there take its own time to work and
fermerit, by means of a fufficient vacancy left in
the veflel for that purpofe. The ancients were
obliged to pour their new wine with buckets in-+
to thefe veflels, which it was impoffible to ftir or
move out of their places, and in which, befides,
they being fo {mall, there could not be room e-
nough afforded to favour the fermentation of the
liquor. This is enough to account for the an.
cients being obliged to allow their wines fo many
ears to ripen. Accordingly, if we may believe
liny, the wine of Albano, near Rome, could
not be drank in lefs than twelve years. Hence
we mightyinfer, that the wines of the ancients
did not grow fine till they were very old; and,
confequently, account - for their ftraining what
they drank, before they lay down to table, or
whilft they were at it, The inftrument ufed by
them for this purpofe they called "Hyuos, Colum
Vinarium. ‘There are .two of them, of white
metal and elegant workmanfhip, in the cabinet
of Herculaneum. They are made in the fafhion
~ of round and deep plates, half a palm in diame-
ter, with flat handles ; one plate fitting into the
other, and the handles withal matching, fo exa&}lly,
B ' that
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that when put together they feem to make but
one veflel. The upper veflel is bored in a
particular manner. It was into this they pour-
*ed the wine which was to be reccived by the
under veflel, from whence they drew it to fill
their drinhing cups. . |

Moft of their {maller wine-veffels, called 4m-
phore, are of a cylindrick form, have two han-
. dles to the upper part, and terminate at bottom
in a point. Several of them have been found at
Herculaneum and at Pompeii, with infcriptions
in paint. I remember the following,

HERCVLANENSES,
NONIO.... )

By this it appears, that the inhabitants of Her«
culaneum ufed to put on their veffels the name
of Nonius their pretor, juft as the Romans did
the names of their confuls. It was, till lately,
the cuftom in this country to bury earthen veflels
filled with wine, at the birth of every child, not
to be taken up till its marriage. . The veflels ufed
for this purpofe terminated at bottom gn a point,
in order to ftand the firmer in the earth. Some
of them have- been found at Pompeii, ftill fixed in
the holes of a flat arch making part of a vaulted
cellar. This cellar, eight Roman palms in
breadsh, was divided by the flat arch, or, which
is the fame, by an horizontal wall, jinto two fto-
ries. The arch covering the upper ftory refem-
bled thofe commonly built for that purpofe ; and
both ftories were, each, of the height of aman. The
wine found in one of thele veflels was, as it were,

petrified, and of a deep brown, from whence it
v has
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has been conjectured, that the cellars built in this
manner were ufed, according to- the cuftom of
the ancients, to {moke the wine in order to make
it fine down, and ripen the fooner. But the cir-
cumftance of thiscellar’s having a lower ftoryfeems
to me fufficient to overturn this opinion. They
fhew in the cabinet the wine I have been fpeak-
ing of, turned to a folid body.

We are to reckon amongft the neceflary houfe-
hold furniture of the ancients, their trevets ; not,
indeed, thofe of the fame form with what I am
going to fpeak of, but fuch as they were in the
meft early times, that is to fay, treftles with three
feet ; fuch as the table of Philemon and Bau-
cis is defcribed in the fable, on which Jupiter con-
~ defcended to eat, '

- «« Menfam fuccinéta tremenfque
Ponit anus, menfz [ed erat pes tertius impar ;
Tefta parem facit. Ovip. MeTAM,

for; amongft the Greeks, they called trevets not
only the trevets which they put over the fire,
but likewife their tables ; and they continued to
call them fo in the ages of luxury, as appears by
the account which Atheneus has left us of the
magnificent entertainments of Ptolemy Philadel-
phus at Alexandria,"and of King Antiochus Epi--
phanes at Antioch, Thefe were cafled awupor ¥,
and the others éuwupbirarand Aoerposyoos F-.

" Of the trevets ufed by the ancients in their fa-
crifices, there are two in the cabinet worthy of

® Casfab. in Athen. Deipn. L. 10. c. 4, p. 447, ). 50.
+ Hadr. Jun. animadv. 1. 2. ¢. 3. p.64.
being



62 DISCOVERIES AT
being ranked amongft the fineft difcoveries. They
are clofe upon four palms in height. One of
them was found at Herculanevm. Three Pria«
pufes, each terminating at bottom in a goat’s leg,
form the feet of it. Their tails, iffuing from a«
bove the Os facrum, extend horizontally to a ring
in the middle of the trevet, and by twining about
it, unite and fecure the whole, juft as the crofss
piece in our common tables. The other trevet was
found at Pompeii, fome time after that I have beert
defcribing.  Itisof admirable workmanthip. On
that part of each leg where it takes a bend to
appear with the greater grace, there fits a {phinx,
whofe hair, inftead of falling directly over the
cheeks, firft pafles under a diadem. This head-
drefs may be confidered as allegorical. efpecially
" in a tripod of Apollo, and allude to the obfcure
and enigmatical anfwers of the oracle. The large
brims of the chafingdith are ornamented with
ram’s heads flead and bound together by garlands
of flowers, and other excellent carvings. In the
facred tripods, the chafingdith on which they
placed the coal-pan, was made of baked earth,
That found at Pompeii had ftill the athes
init. In the year 1761, they found in a temple
of Herculaneum, the difcovery of which has not
as yet been finithed, though for what reafons I
~ cannot fay, ‘a large {quare chafingdifh, in bronze,
fuch as they commonly ufe in Italy to warm their
large apartments, abont the fize of a middling ta-
ble. It ftood upon lion’s paws. The brims
were curioafly incrufted with a foliage compofed
of copper, brafs, and filver, The bottom confifted
of a very fubftantial jron grate, lined with brick-
L ) work,
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work, as well above as below, fo that the coals
could geither touch the upper part of the grate, nor
fall down through the lower. But this curious
piece was found all in pieces. ‘

I muft likewife reckon, amongft the neceflary
houthold furniture, the lamps, in which the an-
cients were fo induftrious to difplay their ele-
gance, and even magnificence ; mould or dipt
candles not having been in general ufe among
them. There are lamps of every kind in the ca-
binet of Herculaneum, both in baked earth and
in bronze, efpecially the latter ; and, as the orna-
ments employed by the ancients have generally
a relation to fome particular objec, we often find
fome fingular fubjects on them, Moft of thofe
in baked earth reprefent a bark, with feven prows
or roftrums at each fide, to hold as many wicks,
The veflel ufed to pour oil into thefe lamps re-
fembles a little round clofe decked bark, with 3
fharp roftrum at one end, and at the other end
a little concave plate, having a hole in the mid-
dle of it, to pour in the oil, which was afterwards
to fupply the lamp. One of the largeft in bronze
terminates, behind, in a bat with expanded wings,
which may be confidered as an emblem of night,
The delicate tiflue, for which the wings of this .
bird are remarkable, the tendons, the veins, and
the fkin which coyers them, are all of admirable
workmanthip, On another of thefe lamps there
is a moufe, which feems to be watching an
opportunity to get at the oil ; and, in a third, a
rabbit browfing the grafs, But nothing difplays
better the magnificence aimed at by the ancients,
than a fquare pedeftal or bafe, in bronze, on

- which
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which there ftands a naked boy, two palms in
height, with a lamp hanging by three chains,
four times interwoven, in one hand, and in the
other the hook ufed to trim the wick, fufpended
by a chain like the firft. Near him there is
a column adorned with ‘a fpiral fluting, and, in-
ftead of a capital, terminating in a mafk, which
likewife anfwered the purpofe of a lamp, the
wick ifluing at the mouth ; and there being a hole
. in the crown of the head, with a little hinged
door or valve, to fill it by. _

The ancients ufed their candelabres to carry
lamps. Thefe candelabres refembled our ftands
and were as curioufly wrought as the lamps
themfelves. The ftem of the candelabre, curi-
oufly moulded, refted on a foot ufually fupported
by three lions paws. This foot, as likewife the
upper part, or plate of the candelabre, were turn-
ed, and adorned with pretty eggs on the edges,
and foliages on the furfaces. The foot of the
largeft candelabre is a palm and an inch, Ro-
man meafuré, in diameter. I believe there are
near an hundred of them in the cabinet, the high-
eft feven palms and a half high, whereas all Rome
cannot produce a fingle one in bronze. The
form of thefe gandelabres may ferve to explain a
paffage in. Vitruvius, in which he cenfures the
bad tafte of the age he lived in, for introducing
into archite¢ture columns fo flight and flender, as
to be out of all proportion, and look like the
thafts of a candelabre.

Scales for weighing are likewife to be confider-
ed as a part of ufeful houfehold furniture. Amongft
thofe hitherto difcovered, there is not a fingle on;

: | wit
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with two bafons, fuch as we fee upon fome me-
dals. They all refemble thofe we call Roman
fteelyards; that is to fay; they are formed by
a lever, on which the weight increafes in power,
the farther it is removed from the point by which
the lever is fufpended. The weight, in thofe
found at Herculaneum; is generally the buft of
fome Divinity. One of thofe preferved in the
cabinet is that of Africa, fuch as we find it on
medals. On the lever are the following words:
.TL. CLAVD. EXACT. CVRA. AEDIL. All
.thefe fteelyards are provided with bafons inftead
of the hooks made ufe of in the modern ones;
and their bafons hang by three or four neat and
well-wrought chains paffing through a hole in a
round plate; by means of which they may be
cafily tightened or flackened: There are a great
‘number of weights in the cabinet, of all kinds.
I fhall take notice of two only. Thefe are flat,
angular, and oblong; fuch as the fithmaongers of
the country ftill ufe, with the word EME, in re-
lievo, on one fide ; and the word HABEBIS, in

rolievo likewife; on the other. _
Thefe bafons put me in mind of the frag-
ments of a chariot preferved in the court of the
cabinet, confifting of the fhoeing of a wheel, in
one piece, fix Roman palms in diameter, not
quite two inches in breadth, and an inch thick.
The wood ftill adhering to the iron is petrified.
There likewife ftill remains that part of the nave,
through which the axle-tree went, armed all
round with iron ; the iron covered with a plate
of bronze faftened on by flat-headed nails of tha "
fame metal:  In the fame cabinet there is the head
F of
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of a lion projeting from a brazen plate ; and, as
the mouth is not pierced, and, confequently, it
could not have been ufed for the purpofe of dif-
charging water into a fountain, or bath, T ima-
gine it made part of a boxing fcrewed -on the
end of an axle-tree, in order to keep the wheel
in its place, and fecare i from flying off.  For
this purpofe the ancients ufed iron pins in their
ordinary carriages, as we do. ‘The Italians call
thefe pins Aciarini ; the Greeks called them
wa,pago'wac, :,u.Cvo; and émrera. Thc'fquare and
hollow piece ufually fixed to the end of axle-
trees, to keep the duft from them, was known in
the days of Homer, who calls it sreprepia ¥, We
can difcover the end of an axle-tree armed with
one of thefe cafes, adorned with a lion’s head in
relievo, on fome of the ancient monuments, par-
ticularly on the triumphal ‘carr of Marcus Aure-
lius, in a baffo-relievo preferved in the eapitol
at Rome. Confequently, the fcrew-cafes, or caps
of fteel of this kind, which have made their
appearance in our days, efpecially in travelling
carriages, are no ncw invention, The only dif-
ference between them and the ancient ones is, that
the latter were of bronze. The extremity of the
ole in the ancient chariots ‘ufed likewife to be
adorned with a lion’s head, in carved work ; for
which reafon I cannot help thinking, that the
Count de Caylus muft be miftaken, when he fays,
that the chariots of the ancients had no poles 4.
T hope; in due time, to be able to demonftrate the

*® Odyfl. £ v. 70.
-lf Obferv. fur le Coftume jointes aux tableaux tirés de I'lliade, &c.
P lxxx.

contrary
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€ontrary by monuments: For the prefent, I
thall content myfelf with referring him to a paf-
fage in Pindar *. The Eletra of Sophocles, and
the Hyppolitus of Euripides, will likewife furnith
him with feveral proofs of what I advance.

I did not think to fpeak, in this place, of the
contrivance ufed by the ancients for the motion of
their doors. I intended to keep it, and my re-
marks upon it, fqr the fecond edition of my ob-
- fervations upon "architeGure. But I cannot, .I

find, refift the temptation to fay a word or two
on the fubje@. In the firft place, then, it is to
be obferved, that the doors of the ancients did not
turn upon hinges, but upon pieces, one fixed in-
to the upper, and the other into the lower, part of
the door-cafe, fuch as we call the pivots of the
door ; though, after all, the expreffion does not con-
veya clear idea of the thing, for which no modern
language I know has a juft and precife term.
The upright of the moveable door next the wall
had, at each extremity, a brafs cafe funk into it;
with a projecting point on the infide, to take the
better held of tie wood work. This cafe was
generally of a cylindric form ; for there have been
found fome fquare ones, from which there fprang
on each fide iron ftraps, ferving to bird together
and ftrengthen the boards with which the door was
conftrued. And here I muft remark, that thefe
doors, which were exceedingly thick, were like-
wife hollow. :
I thall conclude this article with a kind o
gope-work fhoe foal, of which feverul fizes have

v

& Nem. 7, v. 137.¢¢ feg.
F 2 been
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been found, fome fit for children, and others
for grown-up perfons. They refemble thofe
which the Licanians ftill make ufe of. '

I fhall begin my defcription of the furniture of
the fecond kind, by that of fome. veflels of a
fingular form, the moft confiderable and precious
of which are thofe confecrated to facred ufes.
The moft elegant of them, in point of workman-
fhip, feems to have been a bucket, of that kind
which they ufed in their facrifices, and called
Prafericula, about two palms and two inches
in height. . It has a moveable handle, which,
when turned down, lies exatly over the brim of
the vefiel, and is, like the veflel itfelf, ornamented
with feftoons, and other carved work. It has,
befides, two large and two fmall ears. The large
ones exhibit, at their juncture with the body of
the bucket, the buft of a woman borne by a
-fwan with expanded wings ; the whole in relievo.
The fmall ears, which lie under the large ones,
terminate at bottom in a {fwan’s neck. This vef-
fel was found almoft entirely covered with melted
iron, the fragments of which flill retain the im-
preflion made by the body of it. In the fame
place were found a great quantity of iron nails,
which had never been ufed; and two ink-ftands
full of ink: It appears that there was an haber-
dather’s thop hereabouts. It was here, too, they
found the gold medal of Auguftus, engraved at
the end of the advertifement prefixed to the fe-
cond volume of the paintings of Herculaneum.

At the ifferior origin of the ear of a veflel of
the fame kind and form with the preceding, but

fomewhat
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fomewhat fmaller, there is a Cupid with a cup
(Cantharus) in one hand, and, in the other,
one of thofe horns ufed at table; the whole in
baffo-relievo. The cup, the-horn, and the wings
of the Cupid, are all of filver. They have like-
wife found moulds of baked earth, to caft the
cars of veflels in. I remember an oval veflel in
thefhape of 2 little bucket. It is of filver, and
has a handle. The ftory of Hylas carried off by
- the nymphs, when fent by Hercules to draw wa-
ter, was, if I miftake not, reprefented, in relievo,
upon it.

They have likewife found facred veflels of a-
nother kind, namely the cups (Patere) with
which the ancients ufed to make libations at
their facrifices. There are a great number of
them, moftly in white metal, and turned, both
within and without, with the greateft exaGtnefs. In
the middle of fome of them there is a kind of
medallion, cut in relievo, reprefenting, to the beft
of my memory, a vi€tory feated on a quadriga.
The handles to them-are generally round, fluted
from end to end, and terminating in a ram’s head.
Some others terminate in the head and neck of a
fwan. One of the largeft and fineft of thofe pa-
teras ftands near the fine tripod of Pompeii.
The handle of it is formed by a fwan, fixed by
its extended feet to the body of the veflel. It
was once univerfally thought, that the ancients ne-
ver ufed any veflels of this form except in their
facrifices. But now it plainly appears, by the dif-
coveries made at Herculaneum, that they ufed
them in their baths; a bundle of currying in-
ftruments  (Strigiles) having been found, a-

3 long
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long with a large-handled patera, faftened to 3
flat metal ring, fuch as we ufe to carry keys on.
Thefe veflels were, no doubt, ufed to pour wa-
ter on the body. There are ‘other large-handled
cups, but deeper, which belonged to the kitchen,
and greatly refemble the lids of our ftew-pans.

It is evident, from a great number of difcove-
ries made at Herculancum, that the moderns

make very few things of a new fhape, and not
known to the ancients. There have been found
here filver cups, with their faucers, of the fame
fhape and fize with thofe we ufe for our tea.
Thefe oups are very neat, and are carved in re-
lievo. The ancients ufed them for the fame pur-
pofe that we do ours; namely, to drink warm wa-
ter. The Romans had their houfes for drinking
warm water, juft as we have our coffee-houfes
for drinking tea, &¢c. There are three pair of
thefe warm water veflels in the cabinet.

Thefe cups put me in mind of a filver veflel, in
the form of a mortar, and weighing about three
marcs, on the body of which Homer is repre-
fented, in baflo-relievo, foaring on an eagle, with
his rlght hand fupporting his chin, the elevation
of his head exprefling the fublimity of his medj-
tations ; and his left holding a roll, which is, no
deubt, "his poem. Swans, furrounded with gar-
lands of flowers hanging down in feftoons, fkim
the air over him. The Comte de Caylus has
. given us a drawing of this piece, in the fecond' vo-
lume of his colletion of antiquities *, after ano-
ther done by memory. But he has not given us
the oppofite fide, on which, near the bottom, there

’ ~ *PLXLL .
ap-
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appear two female figures, feated under the foli-
age of anoak. That on the right carriesa buck-
ler and a lance, with a fhort fword under her
arm; and reprefents the Iliad. That on the left -
wears- a conical hat, without brims, fuch as is
given to Ulyfies, and has one leg thrown over the
other, with her right hand to her forehead as if
abforbed in thought. - This is the Odyfley.

M. Martorelli took thefe figures for men +, and
then corre@ed himfelf in his Supplement : But
there is no excufing M. Bajardi, who was well
paid for defcribing thefe treafures, and had a bet-
ter opportunity than any body elfe to fee and ex-
amine them, for having made Homer a Julius
Czfar§. For, fuppofing he might not know the
features of that prince, he fhould, at leaft, have
known, that he wore no beard. He places, on
one fide of Cefar, a Rome in tears; this is the
figure of the Iliad. Of the Qdyfley he ean make
nothing but a foldier. In another place he repre-
fents Hercules deftroying the Stymphalic birds,
as a fimple fportfman purfuing water-fowl. He
more than once takes men for women, and wo-
men for men.

There is on a little oval filver plate a fatyr,
in relievo, playing on the lyre. At the firft fight
of him, I could not help thinking of the player
on the flute, Afpendas, which C. Verres had a-
mongft his ftatues, and who fhewed plainly, that
he played only for himfelf, without caring whe-
ther he was liftened to, or not. In fa&, this figure

4 De Reg. Thec. Calam. ?- 266.
1 In Additam. p. xix.
§ Catal. de Moxum. & Ercol. Vaf, n. 5.

Fgq appears
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appears quite abforbed, and feems to think of no-
thing, but the mufick afforded him by his own
inftrument.

Amongft the veflels invented by the ancients
for the purpofe of luxury, we are likewife to
reckon thofe, in which they ufed to feed and fatten
a kind of field-moufe found in chefnut-woods.
Thefe veflels were of baked earth, about three
, palms and a half in height, and two and a half
in diameter, with a pretty large mouth. With-
in, they contained ftories of little femicircular ba-
fons funk into the fides, to contain the food of
thefe animals. Veflels of this kind were called
Glireria, from the Latin word Glis, which has
pafled into the German, and feveral other lan-
guages, with the fame fignification that it has in .
the Latin, As thefe animals, by what I have ob-
ferved, are not known beyond the Alps, fome fo-
reign writers have taken it into their heads, that
the Romans fattened rats, and eat them as a great’
delicacy. Not only Sloane advances this opinion,
in the advertifement prefixed to his defeription of
Jamaica, in Englith ; but Lifter, in his remarks
upon the cookery of Apicius, appears no better in-
formed. The Italians call this animal Ghiro, frory
Glis, and ftill eatit. But it is too fcarce to ap-
pear at any but great tables. I am informed that
the houfe of Colonna makes prefents of them.
It never appears in winter, which, they fay, it
pafes in a lethargic ftate, without taking any nou-
rithment. It is for this reafon that the moderns
have adopted it for the fymbol of fleep; and Al- -
gardi has reprefented one of them near his ftatue
of fleep, or Morpheus, in black marble, which is
to be feen in the Borghele vineyard. It
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It is likewife in' this clafs that we are to place
whatever concerns the plays and amafements, that
were in ufe amongft the ancients.  Their flutes, in
particular, deferve fome remarks. They were
made of bone, ivory, and even metal, and con-
fifted, like ours, of feveral pieces, with this dif-
ference, that thefe pieces were not grooved one
into another, but fixed together on a fingle piece, -
which was generally of wood, and nicely turned,
as appears by two pieces of a metal flute, within
which the wood is ftill difcoverable, but in a pe-
trified ftate. In the cabinet of the academy of
Cortona, there is an ivory flute fixed on a filver

ipe. .
1~-3'f;;"‘rom a little ivory tablet, with the Greek
word, AICXTAOT upon it, we may guefs what
were anciently the ufual entertainments in this
part of Italy. ‘This tablet is a z¢fera, or ticket,
bearing the name of the famous tragick writer
Efchylus ; and proves that his tragedies ufed to
be reprefented in the place where it was found.
But what that place is, I canngt fay. It is well
known, that thefe F¢ffer ufed to be diftributed by
the perfon, at whofe expence the piece was acted,
juft"as play-houfe or opera tickets are fometimes
diftributed gratis amongft the moderns. It is the
only Teffera, with the name of a dramatick Greek
poet on it, that has reached us. There are fome
jvory ones in the cabinet of the Roman college,
put without any thing except cyphers upon them.

Another piece, the only one of its kind, is a
metal Difcus or Quoit, eight inches in diameter,
with an oval hole in the center, to receive one of
the fingers, and thereby givd the player a bet, .
' ter
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ter command of it. This manner of managing
the quoit has not been known till now. There
were likewife other quoits, without holes in the
' center, in nfe among(t the antients.  Of this kind
is the quoit lying flat againft the thigh of a ftatue,
- which ftood insthe houfe of Verofpi, at Rome,
and has been lately difpofed of, Of this kind
likewife is the quoit, hollowed like a difh, of a
palm fix inches and a half in diameter, which is
to be feen in the Albani vineyard, and of which
I have taken notice in another plage *. Asto
the reft, to fpeak conformably to our modern -
cuftoms, it was a play ufed only by knights.
Amongft the heroes of Greece, it appears that
Diomedes was particularly fond of it 4, It is ill
ufed in England. :

To the utenfils of this kind I fhall add a tragic
mafk, in marble, with the hair combed up a con-
fiderable height above the forehead. The holes a-
bout it thew, that it was of the kind, which the an-
cients ufed to fix on the faces of their dead, agree-
able to the maxim of Petronius, Omnis mundus
agit bifirionem. There is in the Roman college
a pretty fmall mafk, of baked earth, made for
the fame purpofe. It was formerly the fathion, in
France, to wear mafks in the night time, by way
of preferving the fkin from the thick foggy air,
with which clofe rooms are apt to be infected. It
is to be hoped, that this fathion will come up

again 1.

® Defcrip. des Pierres gr. du Cab. de Stofch, p. 458.

+ Eurip. Iphig. in dul. v. 199. .

1 This is a miftake. It was merely to keep off the fun, that the
women in France formerly ufed thefe mafks. ‘ Th
c
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- The children of quality amongft the ancienty
wore golden bulls, till a certain age, through va-
nity, and to thew that they were of noble birth,
This cabinet has two of them. The ufe of
them, however, was not confined to children.
The triumphing emperors and generals wore them
at their necks. In my eclaircifiements of the My-
thology, Hiftory, Manners, and Cuftoms of the
. Ancients, written in Italian, I have proved, on the
authority of a rare monument, that the women,
likewife, wore them. The feats called Celle
Curules were, alfo, a mark of diftin®ion exclu-
fively belonging to certain ranks of the Roman
magiftracy. There are two of them in the ca-
binet. At Rome, thefe feats were generally of
ivory. Here they are of bronze, a palm and fe-
ven inches in height, and two palms feven inches
in breadth. The arms and fect are compofed of
pirces crofling each other, in the form of the let-
ter X, with the parts below their jun&ion turned
jnto a fpiral. It muft be added, that the feet of
thefe feats terminate ¥ in the head of fome ima-

inary animal, whofe lengthened bill, or fnout,
%cars on the ground. v

I thall not ftop here to {peak of the vaft quan-
tities of heads of lions,-and other animals, in
bronze, through which the water flowed into
their baths and houfts. I fhall, likewife, omit
the inftruments of furgery, and feveral other
kinds of utenfils, as-well thofe peculiar to the
ancients, as thofe common to them and us, as it
would be very difficult to defcribe them without
® Thefe feats cannot be better compared to any thing than the

French folding ftools. o ' S
cuts,
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cuts, which, after all, fometimes give but a very
imperfect idca of fuch things.

But I muft, before I conclude, take fome no-
tice of fcme trinkets peculiar to the fex, fuch as
looking-glafles, bodkins, bracelets, and ear-rings,
There are in the cabinet two looking-glafles, one
circular, and the other an oblong {quare. ‘The
firft may be about eight inches over. Both are
of metal, well polithed. M. Bajardi * tells us,
that he found in the cabinet two looking-giafles
‘with long handles to them ; but, though I fearch-
ed every where, I could never find them. The
looking-glafles of the ancicnts were generally of
the firft form. On an engraved ftone, in the ca-
binet of Stofch, there is a Venus holding fuch a
looking-glafs by the lid. Thofe in the cabinet of
Portici are not unlike fome of our travelling glaf~
fes. Sencca} makes mention of fome glaffes
large enough for a man to fee himfelf in them
from head to foot.

Among the filver bodkins ufed to roll up the -
hair, and keep it to the back ot the head, there
are four of uncommon fizé and workmanthip;
for this was one of the ornaments which moft de-
ferved the attention of the fex. The eunuch
priefts of Cybele made ufe of bodkins with heads
for the fame purpofe. The largeft of thofe above-
menticned is eight inches in length, and termi-
nates in a Corinthian capital, inftead of a round:
knob, with a Venus, on it, holding her hair with
both hands ; and, near her, a Cupid prefenting her

® Catal. de M.num. & Evcol. p. 271. n. 768.

4 C€at. de> Pierres Gravées de Siofch. p. 116,

3 Nat. uafl-Lox. Cag. .
with
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with a circular looking-glafs. It was cuftomary
with the Roman ladies to confecrate looking-
glaffes to the ftatues of their Divinities on their
feaft-days *. The filver bodkins, ftill in ufe a-
morgft the country women about Naples; are of
the fame length. - On another of thefe needles, or
bodkins, terminating, likewife, in a Corinthian ca-
pital, there is a Cupid and a Pfyche mutually em-
bracing each other. Another has at its extremity
two bufts, On the fmalleft of the bodkins in the
cabinet, there is a Venus leaning upon a Cippus,
- with a Priapus upon it. The-goddefs is repre-
fented raifing her right leg, in order, as it were, to
take hold of the foot of it with her left hand.

In the fame apartment are to be feen fome gold,
and fome brazen, bracelets, all in the form of a fer-
pent, and of the {malleft kind, being fuch as ufed
to be worn on the wrifts. I do not remember to
have met with any of the ornaments of this kind,
which ufed to be worn near the upper part of the
arm. The gold ear-rings refemble the head of

~an acorn, adorned with little projecting buckles,
‘their openings turned towards the ear. The
women in the neighbourhood of Naples ftill wear
them of the fame form. . o

The Patera, which I reckon, as Thave already
obferved, in the clafs of houfehold utenfils, are of
an artificial white metal, which, at firft fight, one
would be apt to take for filver, and has this qua-
lity in common with filver, that it breeds a kind
of verdigreafe. Who knows, but it may be
one of the famous metals of Corinth, or Syra-
cufe? Some connoiffeurs, I am aware, take the

* Lip). Ele. L. 2. G, 18.p.503. ed. Plant. in 4t0. _
~ metal
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metal, which looks like gold; in fome of the me:=
dals of the large& fize, for that of Corinth. But
this opinion is as uncertain; as the hiftory of the
production of the metal itfelf; during the pxllage
of that place; is ridiculous,

What deferves our attention moft, in the uten
fils of the ancients, particularly their veflels, is the
" elegant form of them a circumftance, in which
all our modern artifts ‘muft yield to the ancient; |
All thofe beautiful forms are founded on the prin-
ciples of good tafte, and may be compared with
thofe of a handfome young man, whofe attitudes
abound with natural graces. It may be faid, that
this gracefulnefs extends even to the handles and
ears of their veffels, Would our artifts but en-
deavour to imitate them, their works would foon
put on another face. They would put on fucha
face, as, by removing us from art, would bring
us back to nature, by which art might afterwards
- be improved. ‘The chief beauty of thefe veffels
confifts in the foftnefs and fmoothnefs of their con-
tours, little differing from thofe, which, in the
bodies of well-made youths, have a eertain ele-
gance not to be met with, in equal perfeion, in
thofe of grown up perfons Our eyesdo nat love
to be bounded by compleat femicircles; or fopt by
faillant points, or angles. The fecret fenfation
our eyes experience, when we look at pure and
fimple forms, is like that produced by the touch-
ing of a tender and delicate fkin. Our ideas be-
come eafy and diftin@, like thofe communicated
by the fight of an object fimple in its unity. Now,
as'what i eafy muft p}cafc merely by ats clearnefs,

fo, what is outré, muft difpleafe, for the contrary
reafon,
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reafon. It is thus we are fhocked at any hyper-
bolical panegyrick of another perfon’s merit,
which we defpair of being ever able to equal,
It looks, as if nature intended to pave the way for
us, and even defray us; for, in general, it cofts
more to deviate from her, than to follow her.
It looks, I fay, as if our own feelings.and reflec-
tions fhould alone be fufficient to bring us back to
the beautiful fimplicity of the ancients. They
ferupuloufly adhered to what was once acknow-
ledged to be beautiful. They knew that the
beautiful is always one; and, therefore, never at-
tempted to alter it, even in their drefs. We, on
the contrary, cannot, or will not, keep fteddy to
any - thing in this, as well as in many other re-
{pets, but blindly give ourfelves up to an ill un-
derftood imitation ; and, like children, are con-
tinually pulling down what we had, but the mo-
-ment before, raifed with the greateft anxiety.

FOURTH PART.

SEcoND SECTION.
HE fecond fe&tion of the fourth part of
this letter, in ‘which I propofe to treat of
the manufcripts of Herculaneum, deferves all the
reader’s attention, inafmuch as I am the firft to
treat of them.. I fhall begin, by telling how
they were difcovered; and then proceed to de-
fcribe the matter, form, and aQual ftate, of them.
In the third. place, I fhall endeavour to give an
adequate idea of the kind of writing they exhibit ;
and,
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and, lattly, explam the method taken to. nnroﬂ
them.

When firft difcovered, th:y feemed to be no-
thing lefs than what they have fince proved to
be; fo that the workmen, at the firft fight of

them, could not help crying out, like the two
bald-heads who had found a comb;

. Sed fato invids
Carbonem, ut ajunt, pro thefauro dccepimus.
: : Phzdr. L. 5. Fab. 6

In fa@, they could fee nothlng in thefe manu-
fcripts, but fo many bits of burnt wood, or char-
coal. Accordingly, feveral of them were broken
‘to pieces, and threwn amongft the rubbith; juft
-as the diamonds, firft found in Brafil, were treatcd
like ecommon pebbles, becaufe the value of them
was not known. The order, in which thefe feem-
ingly ufelefs bits of charcoal were afterwards ob-
ferved to lie, being piled one upon another, was
the only circumftance to attra& the notice of the
workmen, and convince them, that they were
fomething more than mere charcoal. Soon af-
ter, the chara&ers on them were difcovered.
They were found in the Villa of Herculane-
#im, already defcribed ; and in 4 room f{o fmal),
that two men, with extended arms, might touch
the fides of it. Againft the walls ftood prefies,
as in our modern paper offices, between five
and fix foot high; and in the mlddlc, another by
- itfelf, with walking room round it, fo as to admit
the manufcnpts being put into it at both- fides.
The wood of thefe prefles was burnt to a coal, fo
that I need not fay they fell to pieces at the firfk
: touch.
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touch, Some of thefe manufcripts in rolls were
bound together by a coarfer paper, of the kind
called emporetica by the ancients. In all proba-
bility, the rolls thus bundled together made one
book. Thefe manufcripts, on their appearing to
be what they really are, were colleted with
‘with great care, to the amount of a thoufand, moft
.of which are preferved in a glafs prefs, and under
lock and key, in the cabinet of Portici; for, it is
faid, there are many more ftill remaining in the
vaults of the caftle, mixed pell-mell with the
fragments of ftatues, and other monuments of an-
tiquity. , o

Thefe manufcripts are written on the Papyrus,
or Egyptian reed, which was likewife called De/-
tos (Aérros) from the country, where it grew in
greateft plenty. It appears that this word has
been adopted in the Holy Scriptures to fignify
writings, for in Jeremiah (MN77) dearol fignie
fies a book, to the beft of my memory. At pre-
fent, this plant is called Berd *, by the natives of
the country. It was peculiar to Egypt. Bat, ac-
cording to Strabo, an attempt was made to raife it
in Italy, where, however, none of it now remains.
Targioni, a Florentine phyfician, fill living, is
greatly miftaken in thinking, that the rufh ufed
to make mats and cover flatks with, might have
fupplied the materials of the paper ufed by the.
ancients.

Of the many travellers into Egypt, Alpinus is
the only one who has given us an exaét defcrip-
tion of this plant. Pococke, and others, have
entirely omitted it. It grows on the banks of the -

® D¢ Plant. Bgypt. c. 3. '
G Nile,



82 DISCOVERIES AT

Nile, and in marfhy lands. - The ftalk rifes two
ells (Cubits * ) above the water, according to Pli-.
ny, who takes his account from Theoﬁ:raﬁus 3
but, according to Alpinus, it rifes to the height of
fix, and even feven ells. This ftalk is triangular,
and terminates in a crown of {mall filaments, re-
fembling hair, which the ancients ufed to com-
pare to a Thyrfus. This reed, commonly called
the Egyptian reed, was of the greateft ufe to the
inhabitants of the country where it grew, the
pith contained in the ftalk ferving them for food,
and the woody part, to build veflels with ; which -
veflels are to be feen on the engraven ftones, and
other monuments of Egytian antiquity. For this
purpofe they made it up, like ruthes, into bundles ;
and, by tying thefe bundles together, gave their
veflels the neceffary fhape and folidity.. But the
moft ufeful part of this plant was its delicate rind
or bark, which they ufed to write upon. Un-
happily, the accounts left us of this matter, by
ancient authors, are too obfcure to give any juft
idea of it.  Hence it is, that fome of the mo-
derns, Voffius 4 for inftance, have conjeGtured,
that the paper ufed to write on was taken from
the leaves of the plant. Others, like Vefling §,
have hazarded an opinion fill more groundlefs ;
they pretend, - that tgc paper ufed to be made
with the roots of the plant, though it is notorious

*® Pliny Tays, in exprefs terms, that the flalk of the Papyrus
to the height of tem cubits, reckoning the two cubits of it whichgr::
mained under water ; and this is, to a wifle, the height affigned it by
Profper Alpinus, : e

% In Etymel. o. Papyrws.

¥ D¢ Plam. Egype. Obf. ad Profp. Alpin. Patev. 1638, 4:

that
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that the roots of all vegetables, without excepti-
on, are compofed of little ligneous fibres, which
will not bear being rolled up into thin leaves.
Accordingly, the laft of thefe anthors was of opi-
nion, that the root ufed to be boiled, and redu-
ced to a liquid pap, capable of being taken up in
theets, in the fame manner that paper is made of
old rags by the moderns. Salmafius * and Guil-
- landini, who have likewife written on this
fubje@, have come a little nearer the truth, in
faying, that the leaves of the Papyrus were drawn
from the ftalk, which may be eafily feparated in-
to thin layers; and that thofe next the pith gave
the fineft paper; and thofe next the outfide, the
coarfeft. ‘This opinion is confirmed by the in-
fpeQion of the manufcripts of Herculaneum.
They are compofed of leaves four fingers in
breadth, which, to the beft of my judgment,
fthews the circumference of the ftalk. I am,
therefore, inclined to think, that the text of
Pliny has been altered in that pafiage, in which he
- fays, that the price of this paper was in proportion
~ toits breadth. The beft, fays he, is thirteen in-

ches broad ; that called Hieratica, eleven ; the
Fanniana, ten ; that of Sars, lefs; and the com-
monett of all, but fix. Iam for fubftituting the
word length, to that of breadth, as I cannot con-
ceive, how the ftalk of the plant could vary e-
nough in thicknefs, for the circumference of it to
be thirteen inches in fome, and but fix inches in
others. The breadth of the paper muft have been
equal to the circumference of the ftalk ; and, as

® Plin.Exercit. p. 1003, ed. Parif.
G2 to
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to the length, it muft have been in proportion
to that of the ftalk, which was never limited.

But, as I am not for fubftituting conjectures to
clear notions, neither am I for difcuffling every
thing advanced by Pliny on this fubje& *. I
fubfcribe to what he fays of fome writings, of
-two, and even three, leaves, pafted one upon ano-
ther, fince Guillandini affures us he has feen fuch
manufcripts on the Egyptian Papyrus. Thofe of
Herculaneum are but a fingle leaf thick. ‘I muft
leave to thofe, who defire to know more of the -
matter than the bare infpe&ion of thefe manu-
feripts can tell us, . the tafk of rendering the re-
lations of the ancients more intelligible. Yet,
what I am going to fay on the fubjet may be of
fome ufe to them.

Amongft the mapufcripts on Egyptian paper,
which I have had an opportunity to examine, ex-
clufive of thofe of Herculaneum, I may cite vari-
ous diplomas preferved in the Vatican Library,
and a leaf of the works of a father of the church,
in Greek chara@ters, in the Theatine Library of
the Holy Apoftles of Naples. Don Mabillon
makes mention of the difcourfes of St. Auguftine,
on vellum leaves intermixed, in- feveral places,
with leaves of Egyptian paper. Thefe difcourfes
were in the library of the Prefident Petau ; and,
perhaps, make part of the manufcripts of queen
Chriftina, preferved in the Vatican. .But, as I

* The Comte de Caylus has given us an ample difcuffion of this
matter, in a differtation publifhed by him in 1758, which may be feen
in the zgth volume of the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of In-
feriptions and Belles- Lettres.  He there proves, that Pliny has very
well defcribed the paper-manufactory of the ancients, and chat his text
xz¢quires noalteration,

am
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am not at Rome, I cannot fpeak of them with any
precifion. ‘

As to the form and prefent condition of  the
manufcripts found at Herculaneum, it is to be ob-
ferved, that moft of them are a palm in height,
{fome two, and others three ; and, when rolled
up, reach as fur as four inches in diameter, or
thicknefs. Some, indeed, are half a palm, Moft
of them are parched up, and as full of wrinkles
as a ram’s horn, owing to the great heat, which
has reduced them, in a manner, to a coal ; for they
are either black, or of a very dark grey. On be-
ing taken from amongft the ruins, they loft fome-
what of their cylindrick form, as well as exterjor
fmoothnefs, fo that, to judge.of them merely by
their outfide, one would take them for {o man!
picces of petrified wood ; notwithftanding which,
one may eafily diftinguifh, at each end of the
rolls, the paper compofing them. As to books
of a fquare form, they have not found any.

This Egyptian paper is very thin, and more de-
licate -than a poppy-leaf. It is no longer of the
fame form it was originally, the fire haying dried
it up, and thereby made 1t take a new one. In
-unrolling it, the leaft breath of air is fufficient to
do mifchief. That this paper was always ex-
tremely delicate, appears plainly on examining
feveral manufcripts, which, though lefs wrinkled
and dried up, were, notwithftanding, rolled up as
tight as they now appear to be ; for, as they could
not be reduced by the heat'into a lefs volume,
than that they originally occupied ; and, as they
have not leflened in any fenfe, they remain free

from wrinkles and compreffion.
G- Thefe
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Thefe rolls are compofed of feveral thin ftri
of a hand’s breadth, pafted, a finger’s breadth, one
over the other, and in fo durable a manner, that
nothing has been able to part them. The anci-
ents had a kind of workmen, called Glutinatores*,
who followed no other bufinefs, and are net to be .
confounded with their common tradefmen ; the
Athenians having erected a ftatue to one Philta-
tius, for teaching them the art of pafting manu-’
feripts ; or, as I think it more probable, for in-
venting a particular kind of pafte for that purpofe.

The bandages of paper, thus compofed of feve-
ral ftrips pafted together, were often rolled about
themfelves ; and fometimes, according to the
fcholiaft of Horace, about wooden or bone tubes
of different diameters. This it was, no doubt,
which the ancients called the navel (umbiiicum)
of their books ; for not only thefe tubes, in the
center of their books, occupied the fame place,
which the navel does in the belly ; but what ap-
peared outwardly of it, did not look unlike that
part of the human body. This obfervation may
ferve to give the meaning of a paflage in Martial,
in which he fpeaks of a book that was not thickes
than the umbilicus.

Quid prodeft mibi tam macer libellus,
Nullo craffior wt fit umbilico,
Si totus tibi triduo legatur 2 ‘
L. 2. ep. 6, v.10.
~ I don’t think this paffage has been heretofore
rightly underftood. The comparifon would not
hold, did the poet mean the navel of the human
* Cic.ad Ait. L. 4. ¢p. 4.

- body
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hody. Neither muft what he fays be underftood
of the ornament placed on the covers of baoks.
No doubt, he had in view the little roller
in the center of them. His words, therefore,
mean, that the book was neither thicker nor better
than the little tube or ftick, about which it
was rolled. It was for this reafon the ancients
vfed to fay, ad umbilicum adducere*®, to denote a
book’s being ready to be rolled up ; and ad um-
bilicum pervenire 4, to exprefs the reading of the
book till the roller appeared. '

Confequently, we are to take it for granted,
that  the interior roller, from about which the
book was to be unrolled, required another, exte-
rior, one to take up the book ; and that thefe tubes -
were faftened ; one, to one end of the bandage
compofing the book ; and the other, to the other.
Thus, by the time the book was gone through,
the tubes changed places ; that, which at firft was
at the outfide end, being now at the infide ; and
that, which at firft was at the infide end, being now
at the outfide ; till, by unrolling and rolling in a
contrary direGion, things were brought back to
their primitive ftate.

The manufcripts found at Herculaneum have
but one tube. It is highly probable, that the ex-
terior leaves of them, to which the exteriar
tube was faftened, have perithed. This s, at leaft,
the cafe with all the rolls which have been as yet
examined. Neither are thefe exterior tubes-to be
feen on the rolls reprefented on fome of the paint-

- ings of Herculaneum3, though the interior ones are

* Hor. loc. cit. + Martial, L. 4 ep. 9. v. 2.
1 They are very vifible in the roll or book held by-the Mufe Clio.
in a picture reprefenting this mufe and her attributer, which was fouud
' amangit
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very vifible. It is, however, true, that the ancients
mention, in the plural *, the tubes of this kind ap~
propriated to the ufe of manufcripts ; which feems
fufficient to give fome weight to my conjecture.
I muft further remark, that, in fome of our ma-
nufcripts, there appears fomething within the
tube, like a little ftick, upon which the tube pro-
bably turned, as the manufcript unrolled. When
the tube did not exceed the manufcript in length,
the ftick, which did, ferved to turn the tube.
This ftick, in all appearance, terminated in a
painted turned knob, from whence a poet took
occafion to fay, Piflis luxurioris umbilicis. It
was to this ftick, in all appearance, when there
happened to be one, that they tied a ticket or la-
bel, like that vifible in one of the paintings of
Herculaneum, which, when hung to a manu-
fcript, probably contained the title of it. This
‘word ambilicus, ufed to fignify the tube of which
I have been fpeaking, might, in procefs of time,
have been extended to the ornament fixed to the
middle of the cover of {quare books, as M. Mar-
torelli prefumes from a paffage in Lucian’s treatife
contra indoffos4-. This ornament was either a
plate of copper or brafs, fuch as may be feen on
our very old books; or a fimple ftamp, fuch as
is ufed to this day on parchment covers,

amongft the ruins of Herculaneum, and is to be feen in the fecond
plate of the paintings of Herculaneum. It is furprifing how it came
to efcape the author’s notice. ' o '

® Mart. L,ep. 2. v. 9. L. 4. ¢p. 91. v. 2. L. 8.2p. 61. v. 4. Stat.
L. 4. Sylv. 9. ’ '

T pbigas mepiCarnsis xal 5y_.¢'a7\§§ 78 nge
| Some



HERCULANEUM 89
© .~ Some of thefe manufcripts have been treated
in the fame manner, that we are told an ancient
treated the obfcure poem of Licophron, to fee if
he could underftand the infide of it better than
the outfide ; and, as it is pretended, St. Jerom
dealt by the Satires of Perfius ; that is, fome of
the largeft rolls have been cut jn two, the better
to difcover the interior conftru&ion of them, and
exhibit it to ftrangers. In fome of them the writ-
ing is as beautiful, and the characters as large, as |
in the fine Pindar at Oxford.

- The more like charcoal thefe velumes look, and
the more evenly black they are, the better prefer-
vation they are found to be in, and the eafier to
unroll. The reafon of this is evident from the
nature of charcoal. Charred wood, in confe-
quence of its being thereby freed from all humidi-
ty, and all heterogenous fubftances, inftead of being
any longer fubject to alteration, acquires fuch a
permanent confiftence, that with it one may form
limits, which no time fhall be able to obliterate.
It is the fame thing with thefe manufcripts.. The
more fuddenly and equally they were penetrated
by the heat of the burning matter of Vefuvius,
which divefted them of all their humidity, the
more the paper of them has been exalted to an
uniform equality ; and, of courfle, the more it is
become like the fimple and folid feeds of invaria-
ble and incorruptible things. Accordingly, thofe
manufcripts, on which the burning matter has not
alted, are not of an even colour ; and, as they were
not freed from their humidity as fuddenly as the
firft, they have been expofed to the variations of
the air, and injured by the exterior humidity endea-

vouring
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vouring to unite with that 'natural humidity,
which ftill remained in them. By this means the
circumambient earth and afhes have fo penetrated
and effaced them, that they are much harder to
unroll, than thofe of the firft kind.

From the form of thefe manufcripts M. Mar-
torelli has taken occafion to advance fuch ftrange
opinions, or, rather, fuch paradoxes, as cannot buat
convince the public of the blindnefs of prejudice
and felf-love. This learned man maintains, a-
gainft the cleareft evidence, that the manufcripts
of Herculaneum, which he has had an opportu-
nity of feeing and examining, as often as he pleaf-
ed, are not learned differtations or books, but fim-
ple documents, deeds of gift, contralts, judg-
ments, and the like ; and that, confequently, the
place in which they were found is to be confi-
dered as the regiftry of . Herculaneum. He
fets out by affuring us, that the Greeks did not roll
their manufcripts ; he will allow them nothing
but {quare books *; for it would, fays he, be ab-
furd to think, that, fagacious as the ancients were,
they fhould chufe for their books fo inconvenient
a form, as he affeCts to think that of rolls, where-
as a fquare book is much eafier to ufe 4. His
chief reafon for being of this way of thinking is,
that the Greeks, in their beft times, had no word
anfwerable to that of wolumen, which fignifies a
rolled writing ; and did not employ éineua till a
long time after, to fupply the place of it ; {o that,
if the Greeks had rolled their writings, we thould
find in_their tongue the names of the particular

* Reg. Thec. Calam. p. 233.  + Ibid. p. 234,
‘ - pieces
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piecesmentioned by Latin authors, which is not the
cafe. He rejects the word depanioxos fignify-
~ ing a little tube, about which writings ufed to
be rolled, and attributes it to the barbarous ages.
He concludes by faying, that, fince the Grecks,
in their moft flourithing times, and when their
- language was richeft, had no word to fignify vo-
lumen, it was impoffible they fhould have had
ralled writings®, He then confiders this fuppe-~
fition of his as inconteftably proved, and leaves no
ftone unturned to make the ancient authors ]

_conformably to his ideas. He boldly eorrets, as
-vitiated, the paffages which clath with his o-
pinion. He fubftitutesthe word open (dveiiyueror)
to the word relled (cvewyuerev) in the fourth let-
ter of Efchines, in which that author {peaks of a
ftatoe holding a writing, which the Athenians
had ereCted to Pindar. He affe®s to make no-
thing of Diogenes Laertius, who fpecifies "the
. writings of Epicurus, by the exprefs word cylinder
(xwhivdous) +. M. Martoselli confiders this word
as an interpolation of fome Roman, becaufe he
cannot find it employed in the fame fenfe by any
other writer. And, as he finds it but once in
Diogenes himfelf, he endeavours to confirm this his
charge of interpolation by fome decifions of Me-
nage, who fays, in his remarks upon that author f,
that the text is full of additions, and vulgar expref-
fions, as Saumaife had already obferved §. But,
allowing, fays he, that the word cylinder is not an
addition, it proves nothing dgainft me, or againft

* Bid. p. 234. + Jbid. p. 235.
Y In Awnotar.p. 353.  § De ling Hellenift. p. 107,

the
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the ancient times of Greece, fince Diogenes lived
under Conftantine, when rolled books might be
very well in ufe amongft the Greeks. He refers
to feveral fquare books reprefented in the paint-
ings of Herculaneum ; and, when he meets with
any rolled books in thefe paintings, he gives them
the meaning his fancy fuggefts *. He fays that
Spon lies *, when he tells us in the account of his
travels, that he had feen at Corinth 3 roll contain-
ing the liturgy of St. Chrifoftom.

To eftablifh, however, the exiftence of this
cuftom, and at the fame time refute M. Martorelli’s
ftrange notion concerning it, I have given, at the
head of this letter, a fine ancient monument, in
baflp-relievo, which I got copied from an excel-
lent drawing, by fome difciple of Raphael’s, pre-
fented in the cabinet of his excellency Cardinal
Alexander Albani ; for the original is no longer to
be met with at Rome. It reprefents the educat-
ing and inftru&ting of young children. The el-
deft fon of the mother of the family, who -is
feated on the left, holds a fquare book, to which
the mafter, likewife, has one of his hands, This
circumftance is in favour of M. Martorelli. The
youngeft of the children, ftill in the hands of an
old gouvernante, feems to be for climbing up to
a terreftrial or celeftial globe, which two -mufes
are fhewing with their hands. One of thefe
mufes is Urania ; and the other, probably, Clio,
the mufe of hiftory, with a roll in her hand. This
makes againft M. Martorelli. The third is Melpo«
mene, the mufe of tragedy. This piece puts me

* Reg. Thec. Cal. p. 264. @ ikid. p. 234.
' in
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in mind of the three mufes, whom a philofopher
had placed in his parlour*. The engraved ftone,
with which I have adorned the frontifpiece of this
letter, is likewife to my purpofe. Love is there
reprefented confulting a rolled paper, which cannot
be either a contra@ or a fentence. A mufe, in
quality of preceptor, has in her hands a fquare
book 4. Above both, in the field of the ftone,
there: 1s a fphere. The meaning of the beetle,
which is placed in a kind of exergue, may be
guefled by thofe engraved ftones of the ancients,
upon one fide of which we fee a beetle in relievo,
and which, from thence, have obtained amongft
the moderns the name of beetle-ffones. Perhaps,
it may allude to the arms of the owner . There
is, in the cabinet of the Roman college, a little
bronze, half a palm in height, reprefenting a phi-
lofopher with a beard, feated on a magiftral feat.
In his hand there is a rolled writing, half
unrolled ; and, at his feet, a box containing
other writings made up in the fame manner.
This figure cannot be that of a Roman magiftrate.
Beards were out of fathion amongft the Romans

® A teftimony like this does not appear to me of any importance.
It proves nothing. The author muft, therefore, be fuppofed to have
banffome private motive for giving it, with which he has not thought
Pproper to acquaint us. .

4 Allowing thedrawing to be exat, the mufe on this engraved ftone
does not hold a fquare book, but is rather writing on a fillet, or ban-
dage, which is to be rolled on the cylinder, when the work fhe is
upon s finithed.

1 I believe it will be no eafy matter to prove, that the ancients made
ufe of arms. I think it more natural to fay, that the beetle, the fpi-
der, or whatever other infeéts might have been reprefented on this
ftone, is a particular fymbol, or rather a riddle, which every one may
nterpret as he pleafes.

when
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when this monument was made. For this reafon
it muft be, as I faid before, a philofopher ; whence
it follows, that the writings which accompany it
cannot be judicial fentences, or other pieces of
that kind. The feat, too, is not exatly of the .
fame form with thofe¢ ufed by the Roman ma-
giftrates.

M. Martorelli goes ftill further. He is not
afraid to contradict all thofe who tranflate
the words feretes libros, in the law of Ulpian 52,
D. de leg. 3. rolled writings, and the word codi-
ces, {quare books *. The writers he refutes are
Salmafius 4, Schulting , Trotz §, Heinneccius ||,
and Mazocchi®. As to Schulting and Heinec-
cius, he omits their names in his additions .
What enormous volumes, fays he, muft the works
of Cicero, Livy, Seneca, and Pliny, have former-
ly made, had they been written but on one fide
of the paper, and that paper made up in rolls .
He endeavours to prove, that the word codex was
never ufed but to fignify & public a& § ;- and that,
if there are fome ftatues of emperors, and figures
of them upon medals, with rolls in their hands,
thefe rolls cannot be fuppofed to be any thing but
diplomas ; and, by no means, works of literature
or hiftory *. It muft, therefore, continues he,
have been an-unpardonable blunder in the ftatua-
ries and other artifts of antiquity, to put rolls
into the hands of their poets and philofophers 4,

* Reg Thec. Cal. p. 254. + De Mod. ufur. p. 401.
) 1 In. Paul. p. 337. In. Hugon. 5 604.
I Zn Antig Rom. proem.n. 16. In Diptych. Quirin, p. 5.
t Thec. Cal. addir.p. XIV. § p. X1V, § p.257. | p.259.
* p. 261,

Even -
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Even Apollonius of Priene, the Greek artift, who
exccuted, in baflo-relievo, the apotheofis of Ho--
mer preferved in the palace of Colonna, blundered
greatly in putting a roll into the hands of the
prince of poets.

M. Martorelli, the better ‘to prove the folidity
of his opinion, and thow, that he did not advance
it without due refletion, repeats, in his additi-
ons, that he has feen, and very carefully examin-
ed, the fignature of the firft that was unrolled of
the writings found in Herculaneum : &unodviue
wrapl Moucrucis, *¢ Of Philodemus upor mufick.”
Neverthelefs, he infifts (will the reader believe
it!) that this writing is a public a& concerning a
law-fuit, Perhaps, he has taken it into his head,
that it contains the pieces belonging to a law-fuit
concerning the mufick of their temples, or that
made ufe of at their marriages, between the cor-

oration and the town muficians. And how does

¢ endeavour to eftablith his opinion ? Why;
forfooth, by faying, that in this roll he could
not difcover any title, but only the fubfcrip-
tion at the end of it; and that, as every one
knows, it is ufual to fign law-papers at the end ;
whereas the title and the infcription of learned
differtations ftand at the head of them. Howe-
ver, as M Martorelli is intimately acquainted with
the perfon who has unrolled thefe manufcripts,
he fhould have known, that the beginning or
exterior coil of all the writings hitherto unrolled
is wanting, as I have already obferved.

He feizes this opportunity to advance, that the
ancient Greeks did not write upon tablets ; and,
thereupon, examines two verfes of Homer, in

' which
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which the poet fays, that Bellerophon had beeh
fent by his father to the king of Lycia, with one
of thefe engraved tabléts, by way of letter, the
contents of which were a fentence of death a-
gainft the bearer.

THéume 8% mv Avind'e, woper & dye oiucla Avypds
Tpad\as & mivans Tlontd Supkop¥ope moma.
Sed mifit ipfum in Lyciam, deditque is litteras
perniciofas, [criptis in Tabelld complicatd anima
exitialibus multis. I & v. 168. -

He would fain perfuade us, that the fecond
verfe is an interpolation, efpecially as the mean-
ing of the poet will not fuffer by ftriking it out ;
for avypel and SuuopSope weme, fays he; fignify
the fame thing, and are a tautology ; and wiag
wluxrds conveys a wrong idea of a tablet of wood,
which it is impofiible to fold. He builds on the
authority of Burmann, who, infers from fome
manufcripts of Virgil, that fome of the verfes
we now meet in him are not really his, He
paffes the fame judgment on feveral other paflfages
of Homer. That, in which it is faid of Paris,
that he deferved to be ftoned *, is one of them,
becaufe Dion Chryfiffom, Orat, X1. wepi 23 I'Aioy
i &Agvasr, in quoting this difcourfe .of He@or a-’
gainft Paris, fupprefles the two verfes in queftion.
He s for ftriking, without mercy, out of the book
A" of the Odyfley, twelve entire verfes, from 310
to 320, becaufe they don’t appear to him worthy
of Homer. In the next book, u', he fufw
peéts the verfes following the 68th, which con-

® Il.y.57,58. ‘
taing
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tains a defcription of the fhip Argos, becaufe He-
fiod makes no mention of that veflel ; and he e-
ven hence concludes, that this fable is more mo-
dern than {thefe two poets. There are, likewife,
two verfes in the laft book of the Iliad, namely,
«the 2gth and the joth, defcribing the judgment of
Paris, which he cannot fubfcribe to.

He then, in his notes ¥, returns to the pafface
of Homer, which he had firft criticifed ; and
proves, by feveral other verfes, that he never ufes
the words: ypioer, émiypaper, to fignify to write,
but only to incruft, engrave, wound. Hence
he concludes, that Bellerophon’s tablet was not
wrritten, but only contained marks cut into it,
which were a fecret for the bearer, but well un-
derftood by the two kings, as friends. It was
not, therefore, cuftomary with the ancient Greeks
to write upon tablets, as he ventures to fupport,
but only with the Perfians ; and he corre&ts -,
with pretty good fuccefs it muft be owned, a
paflage of Alian ], in which that author fpeaks
of the employment of the kings of Perfia, dur-
ing their travels. This paffage, in the manner in
which it has been hitherto read and underftood,
does thefe princes very little honour. Alian fays,
that the only employment of thefe princes, when
travelling, was to engrave, with a little knife, up-
on tablets of wood, by way of amufing them-
felves ; and that, in general, they read nothing
that was ferious, and thought of nothing becom-
ing their exalted ftation. .I muft own, that, aswe
are but too apt to hurry over the authors of antiqui-
* ty, and but fuperficially examine even fuch things
x P.ss. + P63 H:t Var. Hift. L.14. ¢ 13.

as

- s
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as fhock us, efpecially when not intent upon any
particular objet, this paffage, in which I did not
fufpe@ any fault i the text, had given me the
more pain, as we cannot help entertaining a very
different idea of feveral kings of Perfia, whofe hi-
fory has been tranfmitted to us. M. Martorelli, -
by a very fmall alteration in the laft words of this
paflage, and the addition of a fingle word, gives it
a quite different, and far more fuitable, meaning.
He reads, # siyewaior 1 xai Adyou diov Covhednras
" 9padn 3 that is to fay, that the kings of Perfia taok
no books with them, but amufed themfelves in
their carriages with preparing their own tablets,
that they might have fomething ferious, the fruit
of their own refletions, to read (to others I fup-
pofe) which was as often as they had an opportu-
nity of attending to any thing ufeful or curious.
He, however, allows, in his additions, that wax-
ed tablets, for the purpofe of writing upon, were
in ufe amongft the Romans and Greeks, dur-
ing the laft imperial ages ; becaufe he has found .
3 paflage relating to them in the ads of the fecond
council of Nice * ; and which, it muft be owned,
cannot, otherwife, be. decifive. He had already
obferved, even in the body of his work, that this
way of writing was peculiar to the Romans, and
that they made ufe of it in the earlieft periods ;
witnefs what he fays, that the treaty of alliance
between the Romans and the inhabitants.of Alba-
ni, in the time of the Horatii and the Curiatii, was
written on waxed tablets. .
Moft of M. Martorelli’s miftakes, efpecially
thofe in regard to the prince of the poets, are ow-

® 44. 4. Conc. Nic. 1, tom. 8. p. 854.0it, C. edit. Venet, -
. , mng




HERCULANEUM ¢

ing to an itch to fay fomething new and extraor-
dinary. It is thus, that other writers venture into
roads equally devious for want of matter, which
is fearce in fome countries and in certain kinds of
erudition ; and finding it difficult to refit the
rabies feribendi (a difeafe thofe beyond the Alps,
and the Germans in particular, are fubje& to, even
more than the Italians) they often, through mere
defpair, give themfelves up to idle fpeculations and
dreams, in hopes, like Eroftratus, to immortalize
themfelves at the expence of the monuments of
antiquity. Such was the learned Ruhnken, who
has fignalized himfelf by the corretions of Calli-
machus, and other ancient poets. But, perhaps,
this digreflion may be thought too long, even for
a letter ; and, therefore, I return to my fubject.
One of the moft ufeful tatks undertaken, with
regard to the manufcripts'of Herculaneum, is that
of examining the hature of them, and the kind of
writing ufed in them. I fhall, therefore, confider
the form, and examine the matter; of them, in a
few words. ' |
I muft firft take notice, that, though M. Mar-
‘torelli had, by being on the fpot, a better oppor«
tunity than any body elfe to know every thing re-
lating to them, he is, notwithftanding, egregioufly
miftaken, when he fays, that, exclufive of the Greek .
and 'Roman manufcripts, others have been found
in unknown, perhaps, s he fays in his table of con-
tents, Sabine charaéters. The fa&is falfe. Thofe
- that have been unrolled, and others, which, tho’ not
unrolléd, I have likewife examined, are all Greek.
'The learned Mazocchi himfelf thought he could
difcover Ofcick writing I—iln one of thefe rolls, up-,
2 on
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‘on which they had tried a ridiculous experiment,
of which I fhall fpeak in the laft part. People
are but too apt to believe what they with to be
true, M. Martorelli had no fooner contrived his

~{yftem of etymologies for words derived from the
Pelagian language, than he was for perfuading the
‘world, that every thing he could not explain was
in the Ofcick ; that is to fay, the language fpoken
by the moft ancient people of the Campania.

I muft not omit acquainting the reader, that all
the manufcripts of Herculaneum are written on
‘one fide only. Not one of them is dmabiypapos,
written on both fides. Perhaps the ancients ne-
ver.did it on fingle paper, like this. The writing
is on the inner fide of the coils ; and, for this rea-
fon, it is hard to know of what kind the writing is,
without unrolling the manufcript a little. The
manufcripts written on both fides muft, therefore,
have been written on double paper, or paper com-

ofed of two leaves, pafted one over the other.

All thefe works ‘are written in columns, four
fingers broad at leaft; that is, as broad, as an hexa-
meter Greek verfe is long. In fomeof the manu-
fcripts, every column contains forty lines; and, in
others, forty-four. There isa blank, of about a fin-
ger’s breadth, between the columns ; and it appears,
that thefe columns were inclofed by red lines, as
the columns and pages of the firft prigted books
ufed to be. Thefe lines, or frames, are now whit-
ifh, owing, no doubt, to the effect of the fire on
the minium or cinnabar. There is no difcovering
here, as on parchment, the leaft trace of any lines
ufed to make the writing run ftrait, As this fingle
paper was very delicate, and feems to have been

. tranfparent,
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tranfparent, they, no doubt, made ufe of another
- paper ruled, and placed under it, for that purpofe.
No more than four rolls have been as yet en-
tirely unfolded ; and thefe, too, all happen to be
the works of the fame author, Philodemus, a native
of Gadara in Syria, and an epicurean. Cicero, in
whofe time he lived, and Horace, likewife,
make mention -of this philofopher. We know,
that the firft of thefe manufcripts is a differtation,
in which the author endeavours to prove, that
mufick has a dangerous influence on the morals
of mankind, and the exiftence of ftates. The fe-
cond manufcript is the fecond book of a treatife
of rhetorick; and I have heard from fome, who
had an opportunity of examining it, as faft as it
was unrolled, that the principal obje@ of Philo--
demus, in it, is to thew, what influence elo-
quence has in the adminiftration of a ftate.
I have been, likewife, told, that mention is made
in it of the politicks of Epicurus and Hermachus.
" The third manufcript contains the firft book of the
rhetorick in queftion ; and the fourth, a treatife
upon virtues and vices. '
The firft manufcript contains forty columns,
"and is thirteen palms long. The fecond ma-
nufcript contains fixty-fix columns. The third
may be about twelve palms in length; and the
fourth, thirty. I fhall not anfwer for the exa&-:
nefs of thefe dimenfions, it being no eafy matter-
to get a fight of thefe unrolled manufcripts.
The firft of them, is the only, which has as yet
been expofed to public view. It is to be feen in
- one of the prefles of the cabinet, divided into five
N : ' parts,
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parts, each containing eight columns, and pafted
on feparate papers, and framed.

I have already obferved, that the outfide coil of
every roll has been loft. Perhaps it is the fame
with fome of the following coils, fo that the
title of the work muft be wanting. It is, there-
fore, a fortunate circumftance, that the title hag
been repeated at the end of every manufeript; a-
therwife we fhould be entirely at a lafs for the au-
thor’s name, and the title given by himf¢lf to his
work. But both one and the other are repeated
at the end of every manufcript; and that which
treats of virtues and vices, prefents twice thefe
two titles, in fmall and great characters. At the
end of the firft manufcript, we meet with the fol-
lowing words :

SINOAHSLOY
' ITEPIPHTOPLKHC
- At the end of the fecond book of rhetorigk 3
PIAO AHLOY
TIEPI \LL‘OI};’CIKHC
." The B fignifies the fecond book. At the end
of the fourth manufcript therg is 3 "
: PINOAHILOY
- TIEPTKAKIWN KAIT WN
ANMKELLEN (WNAPE T N
_About five years ago, juft as they were begin-
ning to work upon the third manufeript, I found
in 1t a writing of Metrodorus, on chara@ers, with
the following title : . ‘

meTPOAwPGTGNTwIHPQTWIGPIMTwN

. All.the words, without exception, are waitton,
in uncial letters; and are not feparated by full ftops

or
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or commas. There is nothing to indicate the di-
vifion of thofe words, which happen to be di-
vided between two lines. There is no fign of
interrogation, or any thing elfe, to affift the pro-
nunciation, or indicate fuch places as require an
elevation of the voice. The ufe of ftops became
frequent, in proportion as the knowledge of the
Greek declined.  But there are, however, on fome
words, other unknown figns, of which I fhall
fpeak hereafter. As to the fize of the letters, I
‘may compare thofe of the manufcripts I have men-
tioned, to the letters of the fcarce editions of fome
Greck authors, by Lafcaris. Such as have an op-
portunity to examine the famous ancient manu-
{cript of the Septuagint, in the Vatican library,
may thence form a ftill clearer idea of the form
and fize of thefe letters, which are fomewhat
longer in the manufcript on virtues and vices, I
muft, however, obferve, that the Italian chara&er
was in ufe before the deftruétion of Flerculaneum,
as appears by a verfe of Euripides, of which I
thall prefently fpeak. ,

The fofm of thefe letters is very different from
that, we are apt to attribute to the writings of
thefe ancient timés ; for the chara@ers with pro-
jecting legs, as in A have been attributed to the
better ages by thofe, who think they have taken
moft pains to examine the writing of the ancient
Greeks. Baudelot * fays boldly, and without ex-
ception, that the Greek letters of that form muft
be referred to the latter ages; that is, according
to the idea annexed to that expreflion, the times
of the laft Roman emperors. All the tables hi-

¢ Utilité des Voyages, T. 2.p. 127.
' ml-? 4 B therto
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therto publithed, in which the Greek charaters
are exhibited according to their refpective ages,
are erroneous. 'This may be proved, efpecially
by medals. For example, the omega, written «,
when in company with uncial letters, is attributed
by Father Montfaucon to the reign of Domitian,
whereas it is to be found two ages earlier on the
medals of the kings of Syria; and, in the fame I-
talick form, in the infcription on the brim of the
great brazen vafe preferved in the capitol, which
Mithridates Eupator, the laft famous prince of his
line amongft the kings of Pontus, made a pre-
fent of to the Gymnafium he had founded : It is,
therefore, plain, that this branch of chronology is
liable to error, and apt to make us conceive very
wrong notions of things. For example ; fuppofe
a perfon defirous to determine the antiquity of that
famous fragment of a ftatue of Hercules placed
in the Belvedere Gardens, and called the Torfe of
Michael Angelo ;- and that, for this purpofe,
he fhould chufe to have recourfe to the in-
fcription upon it, in which the name of the artift
ftands in the following chara@ers AT°® AAwNI®S ;
muft he, becaufe fome antiquarians infift, that the
omega thus formed did not come inta ufe till ve-
ry late, place the carver of this admirable ftatue
in an age, in which there was no carver to be
found equal to fo finc a piece ? And, what would
then become of the ideas, we are to entertain of

the progrefs and flate of the fine arts amongft the
ancients *? '

® There is no denying, that the reign of Alexander was, likewife,
the reign of fcalpture in Greece ; and that the arts declined, in
propostion as the Roman empire loft its fplendor. It is, however,
true, that they blazed forth, with new luftre, under Hadrian ; and that
nothing can compare, for the finefs of its touches, with the ftatae of
shebeautiful Antinous, which was then executed.



HERCULANEUM. 103

The chara&ters remarkable for their peculiar
‘form are thofe which follow ; ¥,%, €,€, X\, w,
P, vr. All the figmas are round. Thefe letters
occur oftener in the Greek infcriptions of the fe-
cond imperial age, and the following ages, than in
thofe of the preceding ages ; and fometimes one of
the legs is produced the contrary way, as may be
feen on an earthern lamp, cited by Pafferi *.
AIOK A HT, |

In the Greek manufcripts of Herculaneum, as
well as in all others in capical letters, we meet
with no abbreviation ; and with very few, or none
at all, in the moft ancient parchment manufcripts
in Italick letters. Frequent abbreviations are a

- mark of the latter ages; and are, efpecially in
fome Greek manufcripts, of a very perplexing
form. There are, however, fome abbreviations,
which greatly contribute to the beauty of the Ita-
lick Greek writing; and give it an extraordinary
degree of roundnefs, freedom, and connexion,

There have been found, on fome of the letters,

~ thofe full ftops and commas, which. we call ac-

cents. ‘There are, likewife, in the fecond book
of the treatife on rhetorick, fome interlineary
words in a {maller chara&er. In the two fol-
lowing lines, copied from this manufcript, page

10, there are the following inftances of both thefe

particularities 1

2IAToYTaIS

HOCIACTIONHCOYKOYNAHIIO----

»- TETHTCPTOPTRHIKALAYNA LT

As to the thre;: points over the word KAI, I
cannot find in them any thing to ground the leaft

® Poferi Lucern.T. 1. Tab. 34.
can-
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‘conjecture on. 'The word OfKOYN, it is plain,
hasitsaccent. ‘The moft ancient of the accented
Greek infcriptions is, perhaps, of a later date.
It is well known, however, that accents were ufed
in earlier times, fince even the Samnites employ-
ed them to dlﬁmgm(h certain fyllables. Amongft
the Greeks, the invention of them was attributed
to one Ariftophanes, of Byzantium, who lived a-

- bout two hundred years before the birth of our
Saviour. The verfe of Euripides is as follows +-

Qs &v coov EouAsupa Tds woMas Elpas ViXd.
This verfe was found on the wall of a corner
houfe, in one of the ftreets of Herculaneum, which

houfe led to the theatre ; and was accentcd, as I
give it}f. The Romans, in their beft times,
made ufe of a kind of accent ; and it is by fuch ac-
cents that the infcriptions, from Auguftus to New
ro, are to be diftinguithed§. I cannot, for this
reafon, help confidering the following date-
lefs infcription, found lately at Rome, as of that
period..

CELER. PRIMI AVG. LIB. LIBERTVS.
ET. GEMINIAE. SyNTyCHE. CON
IVGI, ET. FLAVIO. CELEREQNL ET. HE
'LENE. CELERINAE. FILIIS. POSTERIS,
QVE. SVIS. FECIT.

Mr. Bafnage, theréfore; muft have feen ve
few ancient inferiptions, to fay that they are all

® Fabret. Inferip. p. 288, n.216. + Pitt. Ercol. T. 2. p.3
1 There have been perfons hard enough of belief to call tlns d:fca

verymto queftion, §Fabr:{ Infer. p. 168, 170. 235.
with-
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without accents. The interlineary word between
the two lines I have quoted is very remarkable,
as being in a charaGer different from the reft,
1. fhall pot undertake to explain it, It is, evi-
dently, however, an alteration or correion at fe-
cond hand ; and thus it was that the letter H came
to be put over the word PTOPIKHI, to fupply an.
omiffion of the copier, Some are for inferring
from thefe corredions, that this fecond book of
rhetoric is an original in the hand-writing of Phi-
lodemus himfelf ; and I fee nothing very forced
in this opinion, May it not, likewife, be. proba-
ble, that the country-feat, in which thefe writings
were. found, belanged to the philofopher whofe
work they are. It is pretty odd, at leaft, that
the four manufcripts, which happened tobe: firft
unrolled, (hould turn out, by mere chance, the
works of one and the fame author. Are we, then,
to expect the works of no- other ?

Having, I think, faid enough concerning the
form of the writing in thefe manufcripts, I fhall
now fpeak of the matter; that is to fay, the ink
and pens, with which they were written. The ink
of the ancients was not as fluid as ours. Th
ufed. no vitriol in it. 'This we may infer from: the:
colour of the letters, which are blacker than the
fubftance upon which they are written. This ex-
traordinary blacknefs greatly facilitates the reading
of them ; for, had they been written with vitrio~
lick ipk, they would have loft their colour, efpe-
cially by the heat, to which they were expofed ;
and would have turned to a yellow, like the ink:
in-all the old parchment manufcripts. Befides,

® BafnagoBef: do U'Hifi. dos Juifi, p 38,
an
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an ink of this kind would have corroded. the-deli-
cate leaves of the papyrus, as it has done the fkins
of other manufcripts ; for in the moft ancient ma-
nufcripts of Virgil and Terence, in the Vatican li-
brary, the letters are funk into the parchment, and
fome haveeaten quite through it, in confequence of
the corrofive acid of the vitriolic ink, with which
they were written. o

Another proof that the ink, with which the ma-
nufcripts of Herculaneum were written, was not
fluid, is the relievo vifible in the letters, when you
hold a leaf to the light, in an horizontal dire&ion.
They then all appear above the paper. This ink,
- therefore, is more like the Chinefe ink, than ours ;
and is no better than a thick paint. This ferves
to explain a paffage of Demofthenes ¥, in which
that orator reproaches Efchines, with his having
been fo poor in his younger days, that, to gain a
livelihood, he ufed to fweep the fchools, wipe the
benches with a fponge, and grind the ink ; (7o
péiray ToiBuy ;) which fhews, that the ink of the
Greceks required the fame preparation with the -
colours ufed by painters, and that it was not fluid. -
This appears, likewife, by the fubftance found in
an ink-ftand, difcovered at Herculaneum ; for it
looks like a thick oil, with which one might
ftill make a fhift to write.

A learned Neapolitan has advanced, that the
ancients might have ufed, as ink, the black juice
of the cuttle-fith, calledin Latin Sepia ; and which
the modern Italians, for that reafon, call Cala-
maro. 'The Greeks called this liquor sa0s, which,
according to the commentary of Hefychius, was:

® Orat. mig so@- fol. 42, a.lin 4. edit. Ald. 1554.
’ : no
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_no other than the wéAay 7is anwias, the black of the -
Sepia. 1 need not obferve, that the cuttle-fith
makes ufe of this liquor as a prefervative againft
other large fith when purfued by them ; for
he pours it from its refervoir ; and by that means
tinges the water about him to fuch adegree, asto
become invifible to his enemies. It is thus that
the fox, when clofely purfued, fpoils the fcent of
the dogs, by the ranknefs of his urine. After all,
it does not appear, by any paflage in their writ-
ings, that the ancients made ufe of this juice of
the cuttle-fith, -

. The writing inftrument of the ancients was a

kind of pen, made of wood, or reed, cut like our

modern pens, all to its nib being longer, and
without any flit. There is one of thefe pens in
the cabinet. It appears to have been formerly of
box ; for itis now, in a manner, petrified. There
is another reprefented in a piCture 4 ; it ftands
againft an ink-ftand ; and the knots, which ap-
pear on it, fhew it to be of reed. The figure of

a woman, in baked earth, with a pen in her
hand, publithed by Ficoroni, as likewife an en-
graved ftone in the cabinet of Stofch, prove, that
the ancients held the pen as we do. 'The nib of
their pens muft have been pretty fharp, for the
firokes of their letters are very fine; indeed, ra-
ther too fine and weak ; for, as their pens had
no {lit, it was impoffible they fhould give their

* letters as great a body as the moderns.

What I am going to fay of their Palimpfefles, or
waxed tablets, may ferve as a fupplementto what
I have faid concerning their paper manu-

4 2o Ereol. To 2. 97550 .

- - firft
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© feripts. The ancients ufed them td write theif
firft thoughts upon, as the wax admitted their be-
ing eafily rubbed out. This they did with an
edged inftrument, rounded offatonec end. There
is one of thefe inftruments in the cabinet; and
another reprefented in one of the paintings be-
longing to it. There are, amongft the antiquities
of the cabinet of Drefden; feveral of thefe waxed
tablets. They are pretty large ; bound together
with leather thongs ; and flill contain fome an-
cient chara&ters:. Where they were found; of
how they came to have a place in this cabinet, I
know not. But, even before I fet out for Italy,
1 took them to be, what they really are, a grofs
impofition ; and I may, I think, pafs the fame
fentence on thofe, which, if I remember right, are
preferved in the library of the college of Thorn,
in Polith Pruffia. If I miftake not, I once read
fomething about them in Heuman’s Confpectus
Reipubl. Litter. ‘This is not the cafe with thofe .
faw at Herculaneum. Thefe are real tablets of the
kind I have undertaken to defcribe. They have
on the edges a thick rim of filver ; but the wood
of them is burnt to a coal. Laft winter they
were ftill in the magazine of the cabinet. It is
only fince M. Martorelli printed his work, that
thefe monuments have been found ; other-
wife they might have prevented his infifting,
as he does in the notes to it, that waxed tablets
were not in ufe till the latter days of the Greeks
and Romans. But, confidering his eagernefs .
to appear a downright fkeptick, and cven outds
the ancient philofophers of that fe@, the clear-
eft evidence feems to be loft upon him, ‘
| " Nothing
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Nothing now remains, but that I fhould de- -
fcribe the method of unrolling thefe manufcripts.
Many methods were unfuccefsfully triedy before
they hit uR/c}n that now ufed. One of thefe, fug-
gefted by M. Mazzocchi as much mere expediti-
ous, was as follows. A large manufcript roll was
put under a glafs bell, in hopes that the heat of
the fun would diffipate the moifture it might ftill
contain, and that it would then unroll of itfelf,
But the heat of the fun, at the fame time that it
exhaled the moifture, loofered the ink, fo that the
writing was, in part, difordered ; and, in part,
rendered totally indecypherable. It is the cha-
ra&ers reduced to this ftate that have been taken
for Ofcick writing,.

At length, an inhabitant of Rome propofed a
method to the court, which was, on trial, found
much furer. ~The inventor was, thereupon, fent
for to Portici, and employed at a falary of thirty
Neapolitan ducats a month, befides board and
lodging. This ingenious and indefatigable man
is father Anthony Piaggi, a Genoefe, of the order .
of Pious Schaols, heretofore Latin copyift, and di-
reGor of the miniature paintings, in the Vatiean
Library, at the ufual falary of copyifts, that is fix-
teen Roman crowns a month. The reafon for
conferring upon him at Rome the infpe@ion of
the miniature paintings, was his great, talent for
fuch drawing, as that branch of painting particu-
larly requires. I never faw any one copy fo well
all manner of writings. ‘There is, in the library
of the Vatican, a leaf full of his writing, contain-
ing different characters, in every language ; and,
likewifc, the firft page of a little Turkifh prayer-

book, -
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book, which it is no eafy matter to diftinguith -
from the original, though the writing of the latter

is uncommonly beautitul, and the letters of it in-

conceivably Tmall. There is, likewife, a leaf of
his writing, of the fame kind with that above-

mentioned, in the queen’s apartment in the caftle

of Portici. Father Piaggi has a clerk to affift him

in this his delicate, but painful, work. This clerk

they allow fix ducats a month. Each of them

works on a different manufcript.

The frame of wood ufed for this purpofe looks,
at firft fight, and at a certain diftance, like the
frame, on which the book-binders place a book
with its ftraps, in order to ftitch it. 'This frame
is fupported by a fcrew foot, by means of which
the book may be turned about as the operator
thinks proper. On the frame is placed a pretty
long, moveable, board, from each end of which
there rife two wooden upright fcrews, by means
of which another board above it may be placed
at any height. In the middle of the lower board
are placed, -according to the length of the manu~
fcripts, that is, at near a palm diftance from each
other, two little vertical fteel fcrews, abouta palm
each, in height, and carrying, each, a moveable
fteel plate, in the form of a crefcent, in the hol-
low of which, firft bedded with cotton for great-
er precaution, the manufcript roll is placed. As
to the wooden uprights, they may be turned un-
der the lower board, and thereby raifed or lower-
ed at pleafure, as I have already obferved. Add,
that the manufcript roll is borne by two ribbands,
of about a little finger’s breadth, hanging from .
the upper board, in which there is a row of holes

extending
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extending in length, by means of which thefe
ribbands are faftened, above, to two pegs, like
‘thofe of a fiddle, and may be thus eafily wound
or unwound, fo as to afford the aperator an op-
portunity of gently turning the manufeript fuf-
pended to them, which ever way he thinks pro-
er ; and that, without putting his hands to it.
here are other fmaller pegs, on rods fixed in
the openings of this upper board, for the pur-
fe of moving fome filk threads, the ufe of .
. which I fhall now defcribe. S
-When they have flung the manufcript to be
unrolled, in the manner above defcribed, they -
look for the end of it; and, when they have
found the end, lay on a corner of it, with a very
foft hair pencil, about a pea’s bignefs of a certain
very curious kind of pafte, which has the fingu-
lar property of, firft, . foftening ; then, loofen-
ing ; and, afterwards, faftening, Next, they im-
mediately, apply to the part fo prepared {which
the manufcripts will admit, being, as I have.al-
ready -obferved, written but on one fide, and that
the infide) a bit of thin bladder, no bigger than
the part covered by the pafte. By repeating this
operation, the exterior leaf is, at length, loofened,
from end to end,from that nextunder it It is theep,
or hog’s bladder, they employ for this purpofe,ﬁus:
as the gold-beaters ufe *. Thin and delicate as
thefe bladders are in themfelves, they fplit them.
for thi purpofe. 'In this manner they continue to
apply, alternately, the pafte and the bladder; to
about a little finger’s breadth, till they have done
® It is net bladder the %bmn put between the leaves of gold.
they bamumer, buta pellicle found in ox guts.
| | it
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it from one end of the ¥oll to the other; whert
they fix on different parts of what they have thus
lined, and with the fame kind of pafte,: the filk - -
threads alteady taken notice 6f, which, unreeling
from their pegs, extend gently one after another ; -
Thus, by means of the pieces of bladder paft-.
ed on the outfide of the leaf, and the threads of
filk pafted on the ouitfide of the pieces of blad~
der, they detach the part of the leaf fo treated,
and keep it fufpended in a vertical pofition, till,
having loofened too much of it to be trufted to-
the ﬁglk threads alone, they roll - both, little:by
little, as the work advances, on a cylindes placed
~ on layers of cotton, abave that part: of the ma-~-
chine which I have -already deferibed ; fo' thaty
by the time the manufcript has been entirely un«
rolled, this cylinder is covered with it. © The filR
threads, however, are ftill neceflary, as they hin-
der the part lined with the bladder, from fticking:
to that part of - the toll which lies immediately:
over it.  When the: whole manufeript has-been
unrolled in this manner, they take. it, with. great .
care, from off the cylinder; fpread it out; and copy’
it. Four or five hours are fcarce enough ‘to dvs-
tach a finger’s breadth; nor lefs than a monel
for a palm’s breadth. Such is, neatly; the me-.
thod taken with thefe manufcripts, as far as T-cafx
pretend to-defcribe- it, without cuss:to reprefént
the apparatus contrived-for that-purpofe, and the
manner of ufing fuch apparatus.: L
~To give a ftill clearer notion of this eperation, T
thall endeavour to -point -out the difficultics twith
which it is dttended. - They confift lefs-in the
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primitive nature of the paper, than the attual ftate
of it.  'Some of them, when placed betweeri the
eye and the light, look, here and there, like a tat-
tered rag ; owing to the torrents of water which.
overfpread’ the town, after it had  been. over-.
whelmed with athes ; for, this water, coming to:
penetrate them, macerated and rotted, in procefs
of time,fuch parts as it continued in. Fhis mis- "
fortune cannot, however, be difeovered, till the
leaves have been unrolled ; otherwife they might.
chufe fuch manufcripts -to work on, as have fuf-
fered leaft. Befides, it is much harder, if not.
altogether impoffible, to  unroll fuch decayed
manufcripts to any purpofe. 'The leaves of the
Papyrus, in all, are {o thin, that, when there hap-
pens'to be a hole in any of the coils, the next
coil makes but one hody with it, and, in-a man-

‘ner, fills up the hole; in confequence -of which,

whep they lay the pafte on- the part where the
hole is, (a.thing hard to-avoid, as thefe holes are

- feldom vifible,) they carry off; from-the coil un-

der jt, that part which filled up the hole-; and.
thus make blanks, where there fhould not be
any. « ‘ :
C Zl'hc operation is eqpally critical in thofe places,
where the leaves of the Papyrus were laid one
over another, for the fake - of pafting them. toge.
ther; for, the ftuff laid on to loofen fuch feam,
ay happen to penetrate through it to the next
coil, fo. as to make both adhere wherever
they touch. It appears by this fketch, how
hatd it is to proceed, with any expedition,
in this work ; which, befides, has not, as
yet, produced any thing very flattering ; for,
T2 ‘what
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what great pleafuré of profit can be expedt-
~ed from the manufcripts thdt have been found,
even fuppofing them entire, and no way de-
faced; if they are all like thofe which Have been
already unrolled ? Have we not already feveral
treatifes of rhetorick by the ancients ; and is not
that of Ariftotle, alone, more than fufficient for
our purpofe ? Neither do we want moral treati-
fes on virtues and vices. The works of the fame
Ariftotle, on that fubje; leaves us no room to
long for others: L . :
But it were to be withed, we could recovef
the works that are miffing of the ancient hiftoris
ans ; for inftance, thofe of Diodorus, of Theo
pompus; of Ephorus;, and ethers; likewife Arif-
totle’s furvey of the dramatick poets ; thé
miffing pieces of Sophocles, Euripides, Menander;
and Alexis ; the rules of fymmetry compofed by
Pamphylius, for the ufe of painters, What aré
we the better for an idle and mutilated inve&ive
againft mufick? It were, therefore, to be withed;
* that; inftead of going on with the works they
happen to light upon, they wouild, as foon as they
could, examine the fubject; and, if they found it
uninterefting, take in hand fome other, till they
met with fomething really curious and ,ufefu{.
Such they might, then, entirely unroll ; and let
the gthcrs alone, till they had nothing better to
mind, . 5 - . \ )
Thefe writings have been, for a long time paft;
a very juft obje& of the hopes and fears ofP the
learned. Father Piaggi, to fatisfy them, made a
propofal to engrave and publith, one after ano-
ther, the writings he unrolled, that *thofe erg.
verfe
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yerfed in the languages of antiquity might imme-
‘diately fet about explaining them. He even
etched, with his own hands, a column of the firft
manufcript he had unrolled ; and prefented it, bg
way of {pecimen, to his fuperiors ; but they did
not think proper to accept his propofal. The
members of the Royal Academy, thinking them-
felves equal to the tatk, have, rather than let a
ftranger run away with the honour of it, referved
it to themfelves. Yet, as far as I can learn, thefe
- gentlemen no longer think of publithing any
thing. Father Piaggi, however, continues, though
unacquainted with the Greek, to copy what he
‘has unrolled ; and it is from this his firft copy,
that afairer one is afterwards made.

T fhall conclude with a fhort account of the
"manner, in which the cabinet of Herculaneum at
"Portici is laid out. For want of room, fuch is the
number and variety of th¢ monuments already dif-
covered and removed ; they have been obliged
- to place the paintings in private apartments,which
have no communication with what is properly
“called the cabinet. This cabinet takes up the firft
ftory of a wing added to the palace, fa as to form a
new quadrangle. The rooms of this ftory are,
all, arched. At firft, they exhibited thefe monus
ments but in four of thefe rooms, and ufed two
“othérs by way of magazine. But, at prefent,
“all the rooms of the firft ftory of this new
building, to the amount of {cventeen, have no
-otherufe. =~ ' o ‘
‘The grcat gate of the cabinet faces the eaft, and

- is provided with a guard-houfe, where a party of
" foldiers do conftant duty. - On the left, as you
o il . 13 cnter,
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enter, there is an apartment occupied by the king'’s
porter, who opens a large iron grate, and thereby
-gives you a view of feveral works in bronze. “The
firft objeQ, that ftrikes you on entering the
inner court, is the brazen horfe, with his head
turntd to the weft, on which fide, and on the -
tight and left, are ftatues of marble, intermixed
with altars, columns, the cornices of private and
other buildings, the borders of ancient wells,
and -all kinds.of work in baked earth, fuch as
the Glireria, of which I have already: fpoken.
On the left, as, likewife, above the -entrancs,
there are ancient infcriptions funk into the wall,
There are, alfo, in this court, two marble co-
lumpns, that belonged to the fepulchre of Herodes
Atticus, and Reiglla, with the well known in-
fcription, which has been brought from the Far-
nefian palace, at Rome, - But, as.a proper {pot
‘has not yet been found to ere@ them on, they
are ftill permitted tolye on the ground.

Above the principal door into the building, of
which the cabinet makes part, are the two follow~
ing verfes, L .

HERCVLAE EXVVIAS VRBIS TRAXISSE VESEVI EX
FAVCIBVS VNA VIDEN REGIA VIS POTVIT.

It has been obferved of thefe verfes, by a wag
at Naples, that the author, ip al] probability, com=
pofed them on his clofs-ftool ; and, in compofing -
them, worked and :writhed as much, as 2 woman
in hard labour ; with a face, fuch as the Romaps,
‘according to Suctonins, malicioufly gave the em-
peror Vefpafian ; that of a map fraining hard .to

-get-rid of .a difagrecable burthen, It mu{s,ucx‘;- -
: €

:
-



HERCULANEUM 119

deed, be allowed, that thefe verfes are enough to

give one the cholic. There is no getting the

ex, preceded as it is by an elifion, from between

ones teeth, The word wviden fmells of the rod.

The poet, however, may plead, in excufe for

his manner of ufing the ex, two verfes of Homer,

which end inan ¢§. This infcription was, not-

withftanding all its faults, approved by one, wha

did not love to be contradited, even in things fhe

'did not underftand. But, when they were pro-

duced to the Marquis Tannucci, fecretary of ftate,

‘with the irrevocable decree paffed in favour of
“them, he thrugged up his thoulders, and compo-

fed, extempore, and with the fame vivacity that he -
diQates a letter, the following diftich : '

Hercglee Monumenta urbis quo reddita ﬁm‘}
Effe Tito credas, reddita funt Carolo.

- At no great diftance from this entranee, over
.which M. Mazocchi’s infcription is placed, there
is a winding flight of ftairs not very fuitable
to the building; and, at the foot of it, another
* infcription, by M, Mazocchi, which is fomewhat
more tolerable,

CAROLVS REX YTRIVSQYE SICILIAE PIVS FELIX AVGVSTVS
$TVDIO ANTIQVITATYM INCENSVS QVIDQVID VEITERIS GAZAE
' SX RPFOSIONIBVS HERCYLANEWSIBVS POMPRIANIS STARJENSIBVY
CONTRAHERE TOT ANNIS IMPENDIO MAXIMO POTVIT

IN BANC MYSARVM SIDEM ILLATVM SVISQVE APTE PINACOTHECIS
DISPOSITVM

NXTVSTATIS AMATORIBYS xxPosvIT ANNO clalcgervine

" The fix female ftatues in bronze, of which I

have fpoken, ftand on this.ftair-cafe. -
' s The
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The firft room is filled, chiefly, with veflels u-
fed at facrifices. In the middle of it are two
round marble tables; and, on them, the two fine
tripods, and a focolare (hearth) in bronze, in
which they ufed to burn charcoal ta warm a their
rooms, or the like, In the fame room are the
portraits of the Apallo and the Mufes, engraved in
the fecand volume of the paintings of Herculane-
wm. The fecond room contains a great variety
.of vafes ufed for different purpofes; and is deco-
rated with the finc pavement found at Hercula-
“neum, of which I have already taken notice *,
.In the third and fourth rooms are the reft of the
{maller ytenfils. It is in the laft of thefe' rooms
that Father Piaggi, and his clerk, work on the
manufcripts. The fifth room contains the bufts -
in bronze, and the manufcripts ; the former pla-
ced, round it, by themfelves, in low prefles.
This room is, likewife, paved with an ancient
piece of Mofaick work, thirty Roman palms
~ long, and fixteen broad ; and fitting the floor as
exadtly, as if it had been made for it. In the
fixth room, are the large antique candelabres;
~and, in a gallery belonging to it, built on purpofe
to refemble a kitchen, the ancient kitchen utenfils.

~ In the feventh room, ar¢ the monuments of mar-
ble ; and, amongft the reft, three vafes, fquare on
“the outfide, and round within, the borders of
which are of very delicate workmanthip. Thefe
vafes ferved to keep the luftral water ufed in their
temaples. In the fame place, is an Etrufcan Dia-
na. In the eighth room, are the three fineft fta-
tues, in bronze, of the whole collecion ; pamely,

¥ Segp. 28.
- the
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the Silenus, the young fleeping Satyr, and th
Mercury ; with the four fineft paintings found
at Stabia, which are funk into the wall. The
ninth room is filled with large baflo-relievos, in
ftucco; and feveral admirable pieces of Mofaick
.work, in exceeding good prefervation. Amongft
the baflo-relievas there is one, which reprefents a
hero in the center of ap oval kind of buckler, with
a hook to hang it by, fixed to the auter rim ; a
thing, I don’t remember to have met with in any
other. In this roam there is, likewife, an angi-
ent niche, entire as it was found, and cavered
with coarfe mofaick work. The opening of this
niche meafures fix palms and five inches.

The other rooms of this cabinet have not as
yet been appropriated to any particular ufe. In
the tenth, however, are to be feen fome fine
marble baflo-relievos. One of them reprefents a
Satyr riding on an afs, with a little bell to hijs
neck; and a rock bearing the terminns of Priapus,
.with a horn of abundance. The afs, who is
braying, feems to challenge, in point of vigour,

.the Gaqd of Gardens. Another of the baflo-re-,
lieves, found at Hercplaneum furrounded with
mouldings refembling a. frame, prefents a fe-
male figure, half naked, feated op a chair without
a back, and fondling with the right hand a pid-
geon, which the holds in the other. Oppofite to
this figure, there is another female one, cloathed ;
her right hand fupported by an Hermes, and
her left fupporting her chin. Behind the firft,
there is, on a circular bafis, a bearded In-
dian Bacchus, holding a cup, in form of a fhell,
Jike that, into which a female figure, in
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the picture -of i marriage; generally “called the
‘Aldtobandime Marriage, pours a perfumed liquor,
‘The moft remarkable of thefe baflo-relievos is one,
in which Socrates; feated on a cube, and.covered:
with-a lion’s fkin, holds in his right haad the cup
of ‘hemlock juice; a knotted Rick lying .acrofs
‘his-arm, This picce is one palm and nine inches

high'; and a little more; in breadth. )
-At one fide of the firf} apartmient, there are two
magazines, 3 cabinet of medals, and 4. cellection
of books at the difpefal of the direétor.: "The.four -
firft rooms have a profpe& over the Gasden. of the
Caftle, and a very grand one over the fea, which'is
at no great diftance ; ‘for it 'takes inthe point:of
‘Paufilippis, the ifland: Caprea, Sorrento,: and. the
whole gulph of Naples. The other roomss, which
are over the greatgate<way, leok into the highroad,
They have begun to mould +in plaifter, or
rather take mouldings from, the fineft ftatues and
‘bufts, to fend them to.Spain. They propofe, as
foon as every thing can be finally ditributed, to
decarate the gallery; (which eccupies,in one of the
four fides of the caftle of -Portici, " that part of it
forming the principal facade,) with the large fta-
tues in bronze, and fome of thofe in marble,
They have referved for this gallery, likewife,
fome magnificent coluinns of antique yellow mat-
ble, all of a fingle block ; four of them, from the .
Farnefian palace at Rome ; the reft colleéted in

other parts of the fame city, '
The prefent king of Spain has founded an aca-
demy to explainand defcribe all thefe difcoveries.
About five years ago, it confifted of fifteen mem-
bers. The canon Mazocchi is one of the chief;
and, certainly, the moft learned.  Thefe academi-
c1apg
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cians affemble, onceé 4 week, at the palace of the
Marquis Bernard Tanutci, the prefent fecretary of
ftite, ‘who has a great thare, and greatly interefts
hiinfelf, in"the laboars of this body, as this learned
minifter ‘himfelf 'told me. - Accordingly, when
they prefented him!with’the explanations for the
firft 'tome; “he ‘found ‘them fo diffufe, and o o-
verburthened “with erudition, that he took, him-
felf, the trotible to prune jt. But, in fpite of all
his pains, a great many fuperfluities ftilk fremain,
~ T'hope, Sir, fome day ot ‘another, to'add to this
letter, “written in the country, from Caffel Gan-
dolpho, orig of ‘the’moft magpnificent houfes of my
mafter, and, 1 may fay, my friend, his eminence
Cardinal Albani; and,confequently,without the af-
fiftance of any books ; for, I flatter myfelf with
the hopes of being ablé to review, from time to
time, thefe literary treafures; and fhall, perhaps,
attempt it, next autumn,

If “this letter fhould ever appear in another
tongue, and be happy enough to reach the hands
of the gentlemen, who write the Memoirs of
Trevoux, T hope it will not meet with the fame
cenfure they were pleafed to beftow on my De-
fcription of -the engraved ftones in the cabinet of
the Baron de Stofch . This cenfure relates to
the books 1 have cited §,- with which they hap-

4 Mem. s Tsevoux yy6o. -moisde Sept: pag. z119.

1 The author either did not read, or did not underftand, what thofe
_gentlemen have'faid of his defcription of the engraved flones, in the
cabinet of Baron Stofch. They, by no means, reproach him with the
“chofce of the hooks cited by him #n-that work, nor with having been
- too fparing of his citatfons. -All they fay, is, that it were to be wifhed
his werk had been illuftrated with plates, as they would render it more
ufefutand inteteRing. * This ‘the aythor him{elf muftown ; - and likewife,
“yhat it is not very polite or decent, to make ufe of haughty and con.
temptuous language, even in defence of the beft caufe, '
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pen not to be acquainted ; for which reafon ¥
might not have the good fortune to avoid their
cenfure in this work, even were I at Rome, with
‘all my books about me, .It is impoflible for
fome men, efpecially in the country where they
live, to judge properly of any works concernin
antiquities ; more particularly, works gompofeﬁ
.on the fpot, where the antiquities themfelves are
preferved. In works of mere fancy, fuch as my
zhoughts, it is needlefs to cite books ; but there is
no avoidipg it in thofe, which treat of monuments
publithed elfewhere, and well or ill explained by
others. Thefe gentlemen fhould rather have ob-
ferved, that, fo far from being profufe, either of
citations or erudition, I have been very fparin
in the ufe of both. T might eafily have foun
matter enough for a thick folio, had I not made
“it a law, never tg ufe two words where one would
do. It is not my fault, if thefe gentlemen do not
poflefs, or are not acquainted with, the books,
which it is the duty of every antiquary to ftudy ;
and, by owning it, have betrayed the fhgllowneé
of their erudition, They, moreover, reproach
me with having Germanized the French ftile,
though I had obviated that chasge, by a publick
confeflion, in my preface, of my little practice in
that language. There was a neceflity for publith-
ing the work in fome living tongue, and I thought
the French the beft, as the moft univerfally un-
derftood. 1did allin my power to render my ftile
carre¢t. I fubmitted it to a perfon better verfed
in that language than I could pretend to be, Ire-
vifed it again after him ; and, therefore, am not
afhamed of having fucceeded fo ill. ¥ don’t bluth
: N ie
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to own, [that I am not perfect mafter even of my
mother-tongue ; and that I have but too much ex-
perienced, in this letter, the want of a great many
technical terms *; with which, no doubt; the Ita-
lian would have better fupplied me.

If this letter thould reach you, Sir, while on
your travels, accept, with it, of my moft ardent
wifhes, that Providence may every where dire@
your fteps, and bring you back, with your zealous
conductor, in good health, and rich in ufeful
knowledge, to our dear country ; for, it is become
mine by the ftay I made, and the favours I re-
ceived, in it. May you find peace reftored to it !
May 1, one day, find a retreat in it ! Be that as it
will, I prefume to hope, that I fhall ever preferve
that fhare in your affections, with which you
have condefcended to honour me,

_* This muft evidently appear by the tranflation, which, notwith-

Randing all the pains taken to ftudy and find the true meaning of the
' jon‘gimf, will, it is to be feared, appear obfcure, if not contradictory, in
fome places, It is, indeed, no eafy matter to defcribe, in any lan.
guage, things never knbwn to the pedple who ufe it,

Y% E ND.
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