
 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Tom Allen 

 

As I write my third and final 

December President’s Message, I 

think of the previous two years and 

what we’ve seen through NIBA as 

beekeepers. A club filled with 

talented and resourceful people 

that are beekeepers, who through 

some unprecedented times 

managed to continue to meet 

monthly to bring topics and 

speakers to our members to help 

them grow as beekeepers. 

Beekeepers who have been 

practicing social distancing for 

years had a head start on this idea 

but we found out how much we 

enjoy the company of other 

beekeepers, one thing I heard 

repeatedly was “when will we be 

able to meet in person again 

because I really miss getting 

together with the club”. Trying to 

work around hives while teaching 

new beeks about beekeeping 

wearing a bee suit or veil and a 

mask made things much warmer 

than before but we did it. This NIBA 

Board has continued to find ways to 

keep members engaged while 

trying new ideas for helping new 

beekeepers to learn was something 

we tried to focus on. When we 

returned to in person meetings at 

MCC, we wanted to try doing  

hybrid meetings so those members 

that couldn’t be there and those 

that didn’t feel safe in a room with 

people could participate in the 

meetings and in my opinion the 

meetings are going great. We had 

members that had never met with 

other NIBA members face to face, 

they didn’t realize that we raffled 

off prizes at the end of our meetings 

and that questions often lead to 

more questions when in a group of 

beekeepers were finally able to 

attend meetings. The future of NIBA 

is in each member’s hands, we rely 

on you to help us in everything we 

do, from speaking on a topic at a 

meeting, becoming a mentor, 

passing out the bee order, helping 

at the events we have a booth in to 

being on the Board, every position 

is held by a volunteer. We need 

more people to volunteer in 2022 so 

please consider helping NIBA out 

when volunteer opportunities are 

presented.  

 

I want to wish each of you a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
 

NIBA NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2021 

SWEET STUFF 
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UPDATES FROM THE BOARD 
Tom Allen 

 

The November Board meeting was held on the 5th and some of what we discussed and 

approved were the following items: 

 

1. January presentation, hive construction   Marcin  

2. February presentation, Tom Seeley  

3. March, Swarm prevention Steve Rapasky 

 

 

We are looking for NIBA members that would want to do a presentation on 

something they’ve invented, perfected or on something you’ve learned 

about beekeeping that you want to share with us. It should be 30-45 minutes 

along with a question and answer period afterward. Please reach out to a 

Board member if you’d like to speak at an upcoming meeting.  

 
 

Do you process wax and turn it into candles, lotions and salves? Or maybe you collect 
pollen? How about propolis? 

The club is looking for members who use, collect and process all of the products their 
bees produce to either give a short presentation at a meeting or write an article for 

the newsletter. This is a great opportunity to get involved with the club and share 
your knowledge and experience with the rest of the members. Get in touch with any 

of the board members if you're interested in presenting or writing an article. 
 

~Marcin 
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Chores of the Month – December 

Like the bees we study, we accomplish more together. 
John Leibinger 
 

What’s happening in the hive?  
Not much that can be visually observed unless we have some additional warm days.  Winter is here.   Not officially 
until later in the month, but for the skeptics, put on your shorts and sandals and take a walk outside.   For all intents and 
purposes and certainly from the bees’ standpoint, winter is here.  
The colony will now be broodless and the queen will be reproductively inactive for the next couple of months. 
The bees will be clustering to maintain colony warmth for the next several months.  They will be consuming the food that 
they have stored away specifically for this purpose.  The heater bees at the inside of the cluster will be producing heat and 
the bulk of the rest of the workers will be surrounding them, maintaining layers of insulation to minimize loss of that 
precious heat.  Some of those outer bees will perish and fall to the bottom board.  Undertaker bees will periodically push 
the bodies to the front of the hive (possibly blocking off hive egress at the bottom entrance). The bees will slowly rotate 
from the colder outside layers of the cluster to inner layers to warm up.  This will continue throughout the winter.  The 
cluster itself will also very slowly migrate around the hive in an effort to stay near stored food.  They are in survival mode. 
 

For All Beekeepers: 

This is not the time to be breaking into the hive bodies and disrupting the seals or the winter 
cluster. 
If there should be a short warm spell in the 40’s, you could consider an Oxalic Acid sublimation treatment  to 
eliminate any remaining varroa mites that may have been in the colony or brought in by a late season robbing episode. 
One advantage of an OA sublimation this time of year (besides the obvious effectiveness it has when treating a 
broodless colony) is that you will not need to crack open the hive bodies and ruin the hive’s propolis seal that was 
created to keep out the imminent winter winds.  If you have been on top of your mite treatment program this should not 
be needed now. 
Periodically walk out to your hives and take an external look at them.  Remove snow (assuming it snows this 
month) from around the entrance and look to see that there haven’t been any pests causing a problem (as best you can 
without opening the hive). 
Make sure that if you incorporate an upper entrance/exit, that it is clear of snow and debris.  It helps with 
ventilation and it is an easy egress point for bees to take cleansing flights in the winter. Sometimes the lower entrances 
get plugged with ice or snow and even with dead bees. 
Consider strapping down your hive(s) for the winter to prevent winter winds from toppling a hive. I have had a heavily 

weighted nuc blow over during high winds in the past .  
If you have been a conscientious beekeeper throughout the 2021 season and have 
monitored and controlled varroa mites, left the bees with sufficient stores, ended the year with healthy bees and a young 
queen(less than a year old), you have provided your bees with the chance of thriving in Spring 2021.  Still no guarantee,  
but you have tilted the odds in their favor. 
 

Start preparing for the 2022 season: 

Renew your annual Apiary Registration with Illinois Department of Agriculture. 
Clean up any dead outs that you have experienced this season. 
Continue to increase your knowledge of bees and beekeeping: 
- Read and study about bees and beekeeping 
- Listen to some podcasts or watch YouTube videos. Some personal favorites are The Beekeepers Corner Podcast 
hosted by Kevin Inglin, Two Bees in a Podcast with Jamie Ellis, and YouTube videos by Ian Steppler (The Canadian 
Beekeepers Blog), Kaman Reynolds, Bob Binnie, Gary Reuter at The University of Minnesota, and Paul Kelly at The 
University of Guelph.   
- Attend beekeeping meetings 
- Increase your knowledge of local plants and trees. 
- Form a small group of beekeepers to meet for lunch and talk bees. 
Inventory your equipment, tools, and supplies. 
Set aside some money - for replacement or expansion bees, new/replacement equipment and supplies, and association 
dues. 
Review your 2021 season (and your notes) for successes and opportunities. 
Think about new goals for 2022. 
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General Info 
Download the forms to register your bees with the Illinois Department of Agriculture. 
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Insects/Bees/Documents/beekeep.pdf    (Ctrl+Click link) 
 

And Finally, 
Get a plate of your favorite snacks.  Pour yourself a cup of tea…or whatever your preferred means of hydration... 
add honey of course… and 

Kick back, rest, and enjoy the Holidays with your family and 
friends. 
There is a new beekeeping season just around the corner!  

 

 

 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

American Beekeeping Federation Conference and Trade Show – January 5-8, 2022 

For more information, visit:  https://www.abfnet.org/mpage/2022_Conference 
 
 
General Info 
Download the forms to register your bees with the Illinois Department of Agriculture.   
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Insects/Bees/Documents/beekeep.pdf    (Ctrl+Click link) 
 

                 
 
 

                     
 

 

                    

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Insects/Bees/Documents/beekeep.pdf
https://www.abfnet.org/mpage/2022_Conference
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Insects/Bees/Documents/beekeep.pdf
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2021 NIBA OFFICERS 
AND DIRECTORS 

President – Tom Allen 

tallen122@yahoo.com 

Vice President – John Leibinger 

jleibinger@aol.com 

Treasurer – Ralph Brindise 

rbrindise@att.net 

Secretary – David Murillo 

 dmurillo3@aol.com 
Director – Al Fullerton 

adfhoney@gmail.com 

Director – Marcin Matelski 

marcin@chicagobees.com 

Director – Stephanie Slater 

 stephanie.d.slater@gmail.com 

 

Program Chair – Larry Krengel 

Webmaster – Terri Reeves 

Newsletter Editor – Marianne Hill 

Club Extractor Coordinator – Randy Mead 

Club Raffle Coordinator – John Leibinger 

Snack Coordinators – Cathy Davis & Phil Webb 

Website and Newsletter 
Submissions 
 

www.nibainfo.org – The Northern 

Illinois Beekeepers Association website. 

A wealth of information is available. 

Contact board members via email, 

download the membership form, access 

copies of the newsletter. Terri is asking 

for your pictures, stories, etc. to have 

them highlighted on the web page! 

reevestherese@att.net 

 

This is YOUR newsletter. Please feel 

free to contribute. Or let us know if you 

have any topics you’d like to see 

covered. newsletter@nibainfo.org 

Membership Has Its Benefits! 
- By Randy Mead 

 

Did you know that your membership in 

NIBA includes the opportunity to rent a 

club honey extractor? We have two to 

choose from. Rental is $10 for a 3-day 

rental. $20 ($10 for rental and $10 

deposit) is due when you pick up the 

extractor. 

 

Schedule a pick up time, extract your 

honey and return the equipment in 3 

days. The $10 deposit will be returned if 

the extractor is clean. 

 

To reserve a date, contact Randy at 

rmeadtoys@gmail.com.  

Are you on Facebook?  So are we! 
 

Search for Northern Illinois Beekeepers 

Assocation. It’s a closed group, so you need 

to request to join—but we’re happy to 

approve your request. 

 

We’re an active and knowledgable group.  

Lots of questions and answers about the Fall 

season and preparing for winter, robbing, etc. 

And LOTS of pictures! 

 

Join the fun today! 

 

The queen marking color for 
2021 is WHITE. 

 
. 

http://www.nibainfo.org/
mailto:reevestherese@att.net
mailto:newsletter@nibainfo.org

