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CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA
February 10, 2026
6:30 p.m.

1. Opening of meeting by Mayor John P. Hutchinson.

2. Invocation.

B Amendments and Changes to Agenda.

4. Consent Agenda:

A.

B.

Disposition of Minutes of the January 13, 2026 Regular Meeting.
Tax Collector’s Report. (See Pages 4-11)

Informational Items:
1.} Monthly Collection Report
243 Uncollected Taxes as of January 31, 2026.

Action Items:

1) Refunds per County Assessor’s Office.
2.) Discovery bills added to Tax Scroll.

3.) Releases per County Assessor’s Office.

Approve Tax Collector’s request to advertise Tax Liens for the 2025 tax
year in accordance with N.C.G.S. 105-369 (See Page 12)

5 Business by Planning Board.

A.

514 Rockingham Road, Rockingham, NC 28379 - Phone (210) 895 2088 « Fax (910) 997 6617 - www.gorockingham.com

Set Public Hearings: (None)
Hold Public Hearing:

UDO Text Amendment: Hold public hearing an amendment to
Section 5.04 of the UDO to allow the keeping of female chickens
(hens) as an accessory use for single - family detached residences
in all zoning districts subject to specific standards and conditions.
(See Pages 13-16)

Minutes from Various Boards: (None)
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City Council Agenda
February 10, 2026
Page 2

6. Consideration of a Demolition Ordinance for the dilapidated dwelling located at
205 S. Brookwood Avenue and identified as Richmond County
PIN# 7473-14-34-6170. (See Pages 17-19 & Insert)

7. Consideration of appointment to fill vacant seat on Historic Preservation
Board. (See Page 20)

8. Presentation of Rockingham Police Department’s Annual Report for
2025 by Police Chief George Gillenwater. (Enclosed separately)

9. Business by Visitors.
10. Business by City Clerk.
11. Business by City Manager.
12. Items of discussion by City Council Members.
13. Business by Mayor.

14. Adjournment.



Rockingham, NC

City Council Agenda
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UNCOLLECTED TAXES

YEAR AMOUNT Jan-26

2025 442 ,816.07

2024 67,188.17

2023 34,184.95

2022 19,237.11

2021 12,275.78

2020 7,329.32

2019 5.257.51

2018 4,569.96

2017 4,057.24

2016 3.882.55

2015 4,257.26
442,816.07 Total Current Year
162,219.85 Total Past Years
605,035.92 Total All Years
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To: Mayor & Rockingham City Council Members

From: Fontella Watkins, Tax Collector
Date: February 3, 2026
Re: Request to Advertise Tax Liens

The Tax Collector for the City of Rockingham requests approval of the
Council to advertise Tax Liens for the 2025 tax year in accordance with
NC G.S. 105-369.

{
Kgmbucu Wivso®,
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Staff Report to Planning and Zoning Board
Agenda Item: IV.A
January 6, 2026

Issue:

UDO Text Amendment: City staff has drafted an amendment to Section 5.04 of the UDO to allow the
keeping of female chickens (hens) as an accessory use for single-family detached residences in all zoning
districts subject to specific standards and conditions.

Background:

The City's current zoning regulations prohibit the keeping of any livestock including chickens inside the
city limits. Livestock including chickens may be kept in the R-20 and R-7A zones in the ETJ subject to
specific standards and conditions. City staff receives inquiries on a regular basis regarding the keeping of
chickens inside the city limits. In discussions with citizens, the interest is primarily based on the desire to
have fresh eggs from a known local food source, which are also much cheaper than those purchased in
the grocery store.

The proposed text amendment was originally drafted by City staff in October of 2012 and presented to
the Planning Board in response to multiple inquiries from residents interested in keeping hens for egg
production. At that time the Board was uncomfortable allowing the keeping of hens in the City, so the
amendment was not presented for City Council’s consideration.

In the years following, code enforcement activities related to the keeping of laying hens gradually
became a low priority — staff had more pressing issues. Code Enforcement staff did not issue notices of
zoning violation if neighbors were not complaining, if chickens were not free-ranging and properly
contained in an enclosure; there were no roosters present; and there were not an excessive number of
chickens.

To the best knowledge/recollection of City staff, there have only been two complaints received regarding
the keeping of chickens during the last decade. One was a citizen who had accumulated over 50
chickens, which he promptly reduced to less than 10 after a conversation with the Code Enforcement
Officer; and the second was a citizen who simply did not like the fact the neighbor had a few laying hens.

City staff has no official count on the number of backyard chicken coops in the City; however, a
reasonable estimate by Code Enforcement staff is two dozen. City staff decided to revisit the proposed
text amendment because of the recurring interest/inquiries from citizens; and the fact that multiple
citizens are currently keeping chickens with little if any detrimental consequence to adjacent neighbors.

Staff Comments:
1. A copy of Section 5.04: Keeping of Non-household Animals — is included in the agenda packet for
the Board’s reference. The proposed amendment adds the red, underlined text.

2. The proposed amendment also includes the addition of three terms to Section 15.01: Definitions
(chickens, chicken coop, and chicken pen).

3. As a point of reference, during the initial research to draft this amendment, City staff found that
every municipality in Wake County had some allowance/accommodations for laying hens in
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residential zoning classifications with varying conditions/standards. The Town of Southern Pines
allows up to 10 laying hens in all residential zones.

4. The issues of urban agriculture, community gardens and the promotion of healthy, sustainable, local
food sources are the topics of several recent Planning Advisory Service Reports from the American
Planning Assaciation (APA) and session topics at recent years annual NCAPA conferences.

Staff Recommendation:
City staff recommends the Board review and discuss the proposed text amendment. This is not a time
sensitive issue, so if the Board wants some time to consider it, please do so.

Planning Board Recommendation:
The Planning Board reviewed the request at their January 6, 2026 regular meeting and recommended

unanimously that the City Council amend Section 5.04 and Section 15.01 as proposed.

14



Amend Section 5.04 as proposed by the red, underlined text below:

Section 5.04: Keeping of Non-household Animals

(A)

©

(D)

The keeping of non-household animals including but not limited to horses, cows, hogs, and fowl

shall be prohibited inside the corporate limits of the City of Rockingham except as provided in
subsection (D) below.

The keeping of nen-household animals including but not limited to horses, cows, hogs, and fowl

shall be permitted on property zoned R-20 and R-7A in the City's extraterritorial jurisdiction
provided the following requirements are met.

(1) Non-household animals shall be associated with a bona-fide farm operation or on property
of a sufficient size to properly accommodate such animals.

(2) Non-household animals shall be contained on the property by a fence or other acceptable

means. Fences shall be of an appropriate height to protect the non-household animals and
the neighboring properties.

(3) The property shall not be used as a breeding facility, except in the case of a bona-fide farm
operation.

(4) The property shall not emit any obnoxious smells, odor, noises, or other conditions that
constitute a nuisance.

(5) The property shall be maintained regularly for the safety and health of both the animals
and the public.

(6) Upon receiving a written and signed complaint from any resident or property owner within
two hundred (200) feet of the property on which the non-household animal is located, the
Board of Adjustment and Appeals shall review the complaint and conduct a properly
advertised public hearing to determine if the non-household animal is in violation of the
above criteria. After the public hearing, the Board may dismiss the complaint; order the
removal of the non-household animals; or place reasonable conditions in order to satisfy
the above criteria.

The keeping of horses shall be permitted on property zoned R-12 in the City’s extraterritorial
jurisdiction provided such property is a minimum of ten (10) acres in size and subject to the
requirements set forth in the above subsection (B)(1) through (6).

The keeping of chickens shall be permitted as an accessory use in conjunction with detached
single-family residence uses in all zoning districts in the corporate limits and extraterritorial
jurisdiction provided the following reguirements are met.

(1) The maximum number of female chickens (hens) allowed shall be six (6) per lot. No
roosters shall be permitted.

(2) The chickens shall be for personal use only. Eggs, chicks, adult chickens, and processed
chickens shall not be sold. Chicken manure and compost using chicken manure shall not
be sold or otherwise distributed.

(3) A chicken coop and pen shall be provided, and such coops and enclosures shall not include
residential structures or garages. Chickens shall be secured in the chicken coop during
non-daylight hours. During daylight hours, chickens may be located in the chicken pen.

15



4 Chicken coops (whether stationary or moveable) and pens shall only be located in rear
yards and shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from any adjoining property line.

(5) The chicken coop and pen shall be properly designed and constructed to provide adequate
security from rodents, wild birds, and predators; sufficient ventilation; and suitable shelter
for the chickens.

(6) Chickens shall have adeguate access to feed, clean water, and bedding at all times. The
chicken coop, chicken pen, and surrounding areas shall be kept in a neat and sanitary
condition at all times to preclude odors and aesthetic nuisances. Chicken feed shall be
stored in a secure container.

(7) Chicken manure shall be disposed of or composted. All stored manure shall be completely
contained in a waterproof container. Any compost using chicken manure shall be produced
in an enclosed backyard composter.

(8) The on-site slaughter of chickens shall be prohibited. If a chicken dies from causes other
than slaughter, it shall be promptly placed into a plastic bag, which shall be closed securely
and disposed of with household waste.

Amend Section 15.01 of the UDO to add the following definitions:

o Chicken: Any of the common domestic birds or fowl of the species Gallus gallus domesticus whose
eqgs or flesh are used for food. Also referred to as “poultry”. The female bird is called a “hen”.

e Chicken Coop: An enclosed structure for housing or sheltering chickens which contains nesting boxes
for the chickens to sit in while laying their eqgs as well as perches for the chickens to use while
sleeping. Also referred to as a “henhouses”.

+ Chicken Pen: An open-air, outdoor area connected to or surrounding the coop which is surrounded

with wire or mesh screening to cage and protect chickens from predators as they range outside the
coop.

16



_ ROCKINGHAM

A CITY LOOKING FORWARD

MEMORANDUM

To: Mayor John P. Hutchinson and City Council Members
From: John R. Massey, Jr., Assistant City Manager

Date: February 2, 2026

Re: Demolition Ordinance for Dilapidated Dwelling located at 205 S. Brookwood Avenue

City staff recommends the City Council approve a demolition ordinance for the dilapidated dwelling
located at 205 S. Brookwood Avenue and identified as Richmond County PIN 7473-14-34-6170. A copy
of the demolition ordinance and photographs of the property are included in the agenda packet.

As background information, City staff initiated minimum housing proceedings in October of 2025. The
property owner, the Beulah C. Crenshaw Memorial Trust c/o Bessie Young and all parties of interest were
notified of a hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer regarding the condition of the dwelling. The
notice was sent via certified and regular mail; published in the Richmond County Daily Journal; and
posted on the subject property. Bessie Young attended the hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer.
The Code Enforcement Officer issued his findings of fact and directed the property owners to either repair
or demolish the dwelling by January 13, 2026. Again, the notice was sent via certified and regular mail;
published in the Richmond County Daily Journal; and posted on the subject property. The property
owners have taken no action to date to address the dilapidated dwelling.

514 Rockingham Road, Rockingham, NC 28379 - Phone (210! 895 9088 + Fax (910) 997 6617 » www.gerockingham.com



AN ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE BUILDING INSPECTOR TO REMOVE OR DEMOLISH THE
PROPERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED AS UNFIT FOR HUMAN HABITATION AND DIRECTING THAT
A NOTICE BE PLACED THEREON THAT THE SAME MAY NOT BE OCCUPIED.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rockingham finds that the dwelling described herein is

unfit for human habitation under the City Housing Code, and that all the procedures of the Housing Code
have been complied with; and

WHEREAS, this dwelling should be removed or demolished, as directed by the Building
Inspector, and should be placarded by placing thereon a notice prohibiting use for human habitation; and

WHEREAS, the owners of this dwelling, the Beulah Crenshaw McRae Memorial Trust c/o Bessie
Young have been given a reasonable opportunity to bring the dwelling up to the standards of the
Housing Code in accordance with G.S. 160D-1203 pursuant to an order issued by the Building Inspector
on October 15, 2025 and the owners have failed to comply with the order;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Rockingham, that:

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3. (a)

(b)

The Building Inspector is hereby authorized and directed to place a placard
containing the legend "This building is unfit for human habitation; the use or
occupation of this building for human habitation is prohibited and unlawful.” on
the building located at 205 S. Brookwood Avenue and identified by Richmond
County PIN# 7473-14-34-6170.

The Building Inspector is hereby authorized and directed to proceed to remove
or demolish the above-described dwelling in accordance with his order to the
owner thereof dated October 15, 2025 and in accordance with the Housing Code
and G.S. 160D-1203.

The cost of removal or demolition shall constitute a lien against the real property
upon which the cost was incurred. The lien shall be filed in the office of the City
Tax Collector and City Clerk, and shall have the same priority and be collected in
the same manner as the lien for special assessments in Article 10 of G.S. Chapter
160A.

Upon completion of the required removal or demolition, the Building Inspector
shall sell the materials of the dwelling and credit the proceeds against the cost of
removal or demolition. The Building Inspector shall certify the remaining balance
to the Tax Collector. If a surplus remains after sale of the materials and
satisfaction of the cost of removal or demalition, the Building Inspector shall
deposit the surplus in the Superior Court where it shall be secured and disbursed
in the manner provided by G.S 160D-1203.
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Section 4. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove or cause to be removed the placard
from any building to which it is affixed. It shall likewise be unlawful for any
person to occupy or to permit the occupancy of any building therein declared to
be unfit for human habitation.

Section 5. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption.
Adopted this day of , 2026
Mayor
Attest:
City Clerk

NORTH CAROLINA
RICHMOND COUNTY

I, a Notary Public of the County and State aforesaid, certify that Sabrina Y. McDonald personally
appeared before me this day and acknowledged that she is City Clerk of the City of Rockingham, a North
Carolina municipal corporation, and that by authority duly given and as an act of the corporation, the
foregoing instrument was signed in its name by its Mayor, sealed with its municipal seal and attested by
herself as its City Clerk.

Witness my hand and official stamp or seal, this day of , 2026,

Notary Public

My Commission expires:
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ROCKINGHAM
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A CITY LOOKING FORWARD

MEMORANDUM
To: Mayor John P. Hutchinson and City Council Members
From: John R. Massey, Jr., Assistant City Manager
Date: February 2, 2026
Re: Recommendations for Board Appointment

City staff recommends the City Council appoint Daria Mohr to fill one of the vacant seats on the Historic
Presarvation Board; and that her term run through June 30, 2028 in order to maintain staggered terms

among the Board members.

514 Rockingham Road, Rockingham, NC 28379 -

Phone (5'120(\)89'5 7088 « Fax (910) 997 6617 -

www.gorockingham.com



DEPARTMENTAL

ACTIVITY REPORTS

for

COUNCIL'S INFORMATION
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George C. Gillenwater

Chief of Police

A GITY LOOKING FORWARD

To: Monty Crump

From: G.C. Gillenwater
Chief of Police

Date: February 1, 2026
Ref: November Activity Report

On behalf of the Rockingham Police Department, I am pleased to submit
this report for your consideration. The following activities have been
undertaken by officers of the Rockingham Police Department.

Total Calls for the Month: 1054
Total arrests for the month :

Felonies: 14

Misdemeanors: 31
Charges on all arrests :

Felonies: 50

Misdemeanors: 51
Accidents Reported/Investigated:

Total: 52
Officer Hours Spent in Court: 0
Officer Training Hours Logged 40

|

@ 311 East Franklin Street, Rockingham NC 28379

0 010-895-2468 & www.gorockinghampd.com
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FIRE CHIEF
HAROLD ISLER
ADMIN.ASST.
KRISTY PLAYER

January

We are pleased to submit the monthly fire report on the activities undertaken by the Rockingham
Fire Department during the month of January 2026.

Total Alarms:

52 In Town: 52 Out of Town: 0
Turn In Alarms: 1 Silent Alarms: 51 Structure fire: 1
Wrecks: 17 Alarm Malf: 13 Good Intent: 7
Service Call; 3 Assist Police: 0 Trash/outside fire: 9
Power line down: 0 Assist Ems: 0 Camper fire: 0
Smoke scare: 0 Cooking fire: 0 Vehicle fire: 0
Electrical: 2 Standby: 0 Spill/Leak: 0
Total Property Exposed to Fire: $200,000.00
Total Property Damaged by Fire: $150,000.00
Total Property Saved: $5,000.00

During the month of January the full time members averaged 35 training hours
per person; part-paid members averaged 5 hours per person for the month.

Respectfully Submitted,

4old Isler

Fire Chief

231 S. LAWRENCE ST. ROCKINGHAM, NC 28379 | 910-997-4002
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A CITY LOOKING F'ORWARD

To: Monty Crump, City Manager

From: Dave Davis, Parks and Recreation Director
Date: February 3, 2026

Subject: Activity Report

The following are activities involving our department this month.

Youth Basketball — Regular season and tournament schedules are currently being adjusted due
to the winter storms we have experienced.

Youth (Spring) Soccer — Registration has been extended to Monday, February 9™ due to the
inclement weather.

Hinson Lake — Reservations are increasing as we begin to approach the early Spring months.

514 Rockingham Road, Rockingham, NC 28379 - Phone (?10) 895 9088 « Fax (?10) 997 64617 - www.gorockingham.com
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