
“And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age” (Matthew 28: 20 NIV) 
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At Bright Future Philanthropy Corporation, a tax-deductible
donation can provide a widow of Kabul, Afghanistan, with
food and a warm blanket this winter. Please consider
helping vulnerable women, who are often overlooked in
society.  For more information, visit: https://fatherbob.co/
or for specific information, telephone: (757) 770-8652.

Jordan Publications is pleased to announce that Emotional
Healing Volume X will be published at the end of February.
These Coloring pages provide a palette for focused
attentiveness. Coloring these designs provides coordinated
visual and tactile stimulation that has been shown to reduce
the effects of trauma. 
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A Special Message
But Why Jesus?

This Month’s Free Digital Short Story: Rum, Fresh Bread, and Butter

https://online.fliphtml5.com/zwtic/From-Ashes-to-Appointment-bUwC/

Exciting News! 
The McKenzie’s Good Fortune
Through Misadventure series is
available from Robert E. Jordan for a
donation and the cost of postage.
This trilogy would make a great gift!
Email Robert for more information.
jordan.publications.llc@gmail.com

     Today, life is confusing, and we are bombarded by conflicting messages and surreptitious implications that bend
our moral compass and lead to fragrant vices that become habits. The definition and determination of who we are
and what we are as a society are becoming increasingly blurred. And while we talk about our strength being in our
diversity, in reality, this diversity has produced vociferous competing entities that, in many instances, seek to pull us
apart.  
     In this chaotic world, with all of its sin, greed, corruption, destruction, war, brinkmanship, chauvinism, separatism,
and injustice, there is one who can reconcile this mess that humankind has made, that is Jesus Christ. In life, Jesus was
perfect, sinless, compassionate, and humble, above all, selfless. In death, Jesus was willing and able through suffering
to take on the weight of sin, our burden, freely, to be scourged, mocked, spat on, humiliated, and defiled, yet He did
this for all of humanity. Jesus, crucified, died on the cross, among thieves, taken down, buried in a borrowed grave,
only to be raised from the dead, and through His resurrection, foretold long ago, to be witnessed in life again, did he
ascend unto heaven with the promise for all who would follow Him with eternal life. Jesus Christ invites all people to
come and enter into a loving relationship with Him, now, with the promise of eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven
one day. As Boa writes, “Christ’s work of reconciling people of all cultures to himself and to one another through
himself, then, is effected by Christ’s redeeming work of bringing forgiveness, healing, cleansing, and hope to all who
believe in him.”[1]
     And this is the difference between Christianity and other religions. Summed up in one bold Scripture: We find Jesus
speaking to Martha before raising her brother Lazareth from the dead, whereby, “Jesus said to her, 'I am the
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die” (Jn. 11:25 (NIV)).  It is an open
invitation for all to follow The Way. Rather than through force, affiliation, dominance, or adherence, Jesus invites all,
everyone, to join Him in a journey of love and mercy shown to all, and above all, it is the might of grace and not
coercion by the sword that yields a multitude of followers; it is a beautifully interwoven community of believers from
every culture that extends the love of Jesus to all who would follow.

 [1] Boa, “Christ and Cultures,” under “Christ the Ruler of Cultures,” para. 1.

From Ashes to Appointment is a story about a man named David, who
lost everything only to find the pathway to eternal life. His life moves
from the gutter to selfless, purposeful service, where he is committed to
helping others.  What David discovers is that riches are not of this world
but found in the Kingdom of Heaven. The point of this story is to live a
life of goodness, be helpful, serve others, emulate the Lord, be kind, love
one another, seek reconciliation with God, and know that your place is
reserved in the Kingdom. Amen. 
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