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Robert Jordan

“And surely | am with you always, to the
very end of the age” (Matthew 28: 20 NIV)
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE
AS A BOY

Time passes slowly for a child. We wait and wait some more. For me, Tuesdays were such a
problematic marker along the week’s path. | often would feign a sore throat to stay home from school,
avoiding the Tuesday monolith. Overall, | did not enjoy my school experience. | would sit at my desk in
despair as | watched the clock move ever so slowly. The highlights of the day were lunchtime, recess,
and release at the end of the day. | would spend time daydreaming at my desk, thinking of my pencil as
a rocket ship. | was an average student whose troubles often followed me; | was usually the one being
tagged. | would be disciplined and enjoy time away from the classroom. Rote learning was mind-
numbing, while learning the ropes was more to my liking. As | entered my teenage years, sports
became my primary focus. Academics were not the priority. | started working at the rural cemetery at
the age of twelve and imagined what life was like down under. I'd instead do things my way. | was not
defiant, but in retrospect, rather foolish.

As a boy, the snow was much more profound than forecasted, and the cold was not as severe as |
had thought it would be as | grew older. | also came to know that if you put your back into it, you could
get things done. My daily routine began long before breakfast, as | had to attend to morning chores.
Looking back, friends meant so much more than they do today. Spending time exploring, playing, and
conquering things meant making time for celebration, which was often satisfied by the innocent nature
of childhood activities. At no other time in my life did achievement mean as much as it did when a test
result was posted on the refrigerator for all to see or when | received a ribbon or plaque for going
beyond and, in retrospect, doing things my way. Why? Because as a lackadaisical boy whose
imagination overtook studious activities, a wrinkled test with a red letter, unlikely an “A” more likely a
“B,” well honestly, a “C+" displayed on the metal monolith - the decades-old refrigerator - in the
kitchen of the family home, meant as much or perhaps more than any awards received later in life.

THIS MONTH'’S FREE DIGITAL SHORT STORY: THE GETAWAY

This is the story of a young boy named Victor and his life from the age of ten
through his teenage years. It is an unhappy tale, a tragic story, one that does not
end well for Victor; however, he ultimately finds redemption. Victor will grow and
learn. He will learn just how much to take and when to take it. He will know what
to touch and what it feels like to get burned. Victor will understand what loyalty
means and the benefits of it. And he will witness the horrors of those who are
disloyal, and that begging for one's life is a form of weakness that gets you
nowhere and nothing, indeed not pity. Victor observed that if you are disloyal,
you die a slow and unmerciful death. If you would like a copy, please reach out to
me at: jordan.publications.llc@gmail.com.
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