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It is safe to say that the people who have fought to preserve Colenial Spanish
Horses are a group of passionate people. Their drive to keep these pieces of North
American heritage cannot be understated, and everyone who has the privilege of
knowing and loving these horses have them to thank. It is for this reason that we
- must honor and preserve their stories. ‘ :

We are experiencing a generational shift as breeders and enthusiasts of these
horses, and we risk losing the stories of those who came before us. The sudden
death of Bob Painter and the passing of D.L. Lowther puts into sharp focus just

what’s at stake if we do not make an effort to combile both stories and specialized
knowledge of our horses into an easily accessible and shared format. While we have
general reliable information, much of the records that exist are either. in paper
format scattered across numerous public depositories or are in private collections.
Even experts on Colonial Spanish Horses such as Dr. Phil Sponenberg agree that
~overall, the “origin of these horses is shrouded in myth and speculation.” Although
we cannot help what history did not write, we as the current conservationists have a
profound responsibility to protect the knowledge of our horses and record it
appropriately for future generations. That includes the deep knowledge of
individuals whor'lead the effort in preserving these horses. §

What does this entail? | would propose a more concerted effort from the up-and-
coming generation to record the stories of these people and the horses they have,
their training and observations of the breed and strains, what insights they overall

have learned about Colonial Spanish Horse health and breeding, and any other
kernels of wisdom to pass on. We have great treasures in people like Bryant Rickman
with his Choctaw herd and lived connection with the legendary Gilbert Jones. To
lose their unique and well-earned knowledge would be to lose a vital part of the
story of the Colonial Spanish Horse. We cannot always rely on the serendipity of
finding steamtrunks full of records.and priceless information to carry forward our
knowledge. = 2

It is known all too well that our horses are still well on the periphery of the average
equestrian’s notice, if there at all. Part of saving these horses is to share their
incredible story of survival, and that includes the breeders who committed their
lives to ensuring new generations get to love these amazing creatures. And, if | may
add, also appreciating and learning from them now while we can still enjoy them
and their wisdom. Consider this a call to action and to collaborate on how we can
preserve this essential piece of the Colonial Spanish Horse story.




SPANISH SPORT PONY

by Vickie Ives, HOA President

HOW MANY TIMES HAVE COLONIAL SPANISH HORSE OWNERS AND BREEDERS HAD TO LISTEN TO MODERN HORSE
OWNERS COMMENT THAT OURS ARE WONDERFUL PIECES LIVING HISTORY; BUT THEY ARE JUST T0O SMALL FOR TODAY'S RIDER.
THAT HAS TO BE DISPUTED. | USUALLY TELL THEM ABOUT OUR GELDING CWH UP ‘N ADAM FROM THE BARRIER ISLAND
COROLLA OFF NORTH CAROLINA. THAT LITTLE SORREL SEAHORSE HAS OPENED THE EYES OF LOTS OF FOLKS OVER THE YEARS.
HE AND CYNTHIA WON SWEEPSTAKES AT THEIR FIRST NORTH AMERICAN TRAIL RIDE CONFERENCE COMPETITION. HE HAS
CARRIED BIG GUYS AND GALS ALL OVER OUR PLACE ON GUIDED TRAIL RIDES FOR YEARS (AS WELL AS SCARED GRANDMAS,
FEARFUL FIRST TIMERS AND GIGGLING CHILDREN OF ALL SIZES). HE HAS GLEANED LOTS OF RIBBONS IN AMERICAN INDIAN
HORSE SHOWS, BOTH ON THE RAIL AND IN SPEED EVENTS. HE CARRIES BEGINNER LEVEL ENGLISH STUDENTS OVER EASY 2
FOOT AND UNDER JUMPS AND TACKLES HIGHER LEVEL ONES FOR OUR MORE EXPERIENCED STUDENTS. HE DOES PARADES
AND CARRIES FLAGS BEAUTIFULLY. HE WORKS STOCK. OFTEN THE LITTLE RED HORSE AND HIS RIDER LEAD 2 OR 3 OTHER
HORSES HOME FROM OUR PASTURES SO THEY ALL CAN WORK A RIDE. HE IS SO STEADY THAT HE IS OFTEN RIDDEN TO COLLECT
OUR TRAIL HORSES BY A VOLUNTEER RIDER HANDLING HIS REINS--AND THE LEAD ROPES OF THE OTHERS. HE IS ONE OF OUR
MOST VERSATILE AND HARDEST WORKERS. THE KICKER? ADAM IS 13.1 HANDS TALL. IN 2024 HE TURNS 21 YEARS OLD. HE
LOOKS GREAT AND STILL EARNS HIS KEEP AND THEN SOME.

HOA REGISTERS FOUR STRAINS OF COLONIAL SPANISH HORSE
THAT ARE USUALLY UNDER 14 HANDS AT MATURITY: THE
ISLAND HORSES FROM COROLLA ISLAND AND SHACKLEFORD
BANKS, THE VERY RARE GRAND CANYONS STRAIN ONCE USED
BY THE HAVASUPAI INDIANS, AND THE WELL-KNOWN MEXICAN
COW HORSE STRAIN, THE GALICENO, JUST RECENTLY ADDED TO
THE SPANISH ORIGIN HORSES ACCEPTED BY HOA. THE GALICENO
BREED REGISTRY SAYS THAT MAYBE FEWER THAN 100 PURE
GALICENOS ARE LEFT. NUMBERS ARE SIMILAR WITH THE OTHER
THREE OF THESE STRAINS.

ONLY A HANDFUL OF THE GRAND CANYON STRAIN ARE LEFT,
PERHAPS LESS THAN 20, AND NONE ARE PURELY OF THAT
BLOOD. FROM THE TWO BARRIER ISLAND GROUPS, ESTIMATES |
FOUND ONLINE POSTED BY THE LOCAL VOLUNTEER GROUPS
THAT PROTECT THEM, THERE ARE LIKELY ONLY 150+
COROLLAS, COUNTING THE 100 OR SO ON THE
ISLAND AND PRIVATELY OWNED HORSES INLAND. SHACKLEFORD
BANKS HORSES ON THAT ISLAND NUMBER AROUND 100+, BUT |
DID NOT FIND ESTIMATES OF THE NUMBER OF PRIVATELY
OWNED SHACKLEFORDS. ALL THESE STRAINS ARE CRITICALLY

ENDANGERED ACCORDING TO THE LIVESTOCK CWH UP “N ADAM WITH YOUNG TRAIL RIDER UP
CONSERVANCY.




WHEN CYNTHIA AND | WERE DISCUSSING THE DIFFICULT PATH AHEAD FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THESE, SHE COMMENTED: “WE
SHOULD BE SOMEHOW PROMOTING THESE STRAINS, AND SHOWING THE WORLD WHAT THEY CAN DO. WHAT DO YOU CALL THEM AS A
GROUP?”

“SPANISH SPORT PONIES,” | REPLIED. THE NEXT TIME | HEARD MY PREFERRED NAME FOR THESE SMALLER, ATHLETIC HORSES OF
STRONG SPANISH DESCENT, IT WAS ON THE NON-PROFIT STATUS DOCUMENT IN CYN'S HANDS WHICH SHE HAD FILED. IT HAD BEEN
APPROVED.

“WHAT DO YOU PLAN FOR YOUR CLUB TO DO?" | ASKED.

“ WANT TO SPONSOR AN AWARDS PROGRAM JUST FOR THEM. | WANT TO MAKE OPPORTUNITIES TO PROMOTE THEM AT WORK, IN
COMPETITION AND AS GREAT TRAIL HORSES. THEY HAVE LESS UPKEEP AND PLENTY OF 'TOUGH', SUITABLE FOR ALL SORTS OF WORK
AND PLAY. MAYBE EVEN HOLD SHOWS OR OTHER COMPETITIONS FOR THEM. | WANT MY MEMBERS TO TELL ME WHAT THEY WOULD
LIKE TO SEE US DO TO PROMOTE THEM.”

SO HERE WE ARE. SO MUCH TO DECIDE: DO WE WANT THE SPORT PONY HEIGHT LIMITED TO UNDER 13.2 HANDS FULLY GROWN? OR
MORE? MUCH BIGGER AND MOST CS HORSES WOULD FIT THE HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS. LESS? | HAVE OWNED A STRAIGHT CS MARE THAT
MATURED AT 11" 2". SHE WAS GRULLA AND WAS SHOT BY A TRESPASSING POACHER WHO THOUGHT SHE WAS A DEER, SO SHE NEVER
REPRODUCED. AROUND 12+ HANDS IS NOT TOO RARE,AND 13 HANDS IS COMMON IN THESE SMALLER STRAINS. SHOULD THE NEW CLUB
ACCEPT SMALLER HORSES FROM OTHER STRAINS THAT ARE USUALLY LARGER? SHOULD ANY HOA REGISTERED HORSES SHORTER THAN
THE UPPER LIMIT SET BE ELIGIBLE FOR SPORT PONY COMPETITION OR SHOULD THESE FOUR STRAINS THAT ARE USUALLY THAT SIZE BE
THE ONLY ONES ELIGIBLE? WE DON'T WANT TO HEAR THAT ANYONE IS NOT PROPERLY FEEDING THEIR HORSES JUST TO KEEP THEM
SMALL. THE CLUB IS NOT TO AWARD HORSES THAT WERE NOT ALLOWED TO GROW TO THEIR GENETIC HEIGHT BY UNDER-FEEDING OR
ANY OTHER MISTREATMENT. THIS NEW IDEA NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED BY THOSE WHO RAISE PURE CS HORSES FROM THESE
GENETICALLY SMALLER STRAINS.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN CYNTHIA'S PROJECT TO PROMOTE OUR SMALLER HORSES, PLEASE CONTACT HER AT
CYNTHIATUS1@GMAIL.COM.

WE ARE GOING TO TRY TO WRITE A HISTORY OF EACH OF THESE FOUR STRAINS IN OUR UP-COMING NEWSLETTERS. IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO WRITE THE HISTORY OF ONE OF THEM FOR US, WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU VOLUNTEER. GIVE NEWSLETTER EDITOR
DANIELLE MAULDIN OR | A CALL AND LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RESEARCH ONE OF THEM AND TELL OUR MEMBERS AND
BREEDERS ABOUT THEIR HERITAGE. | RESERVE WRITING THE COROLLA ARTICLE UNLESS YOU REALLY WANT TO DO THAT ONE. LETTERS
ABOUT THIS SPANISH SPORT PONY PROMOTION ARE ALSO WELCOME.
“PRAISE THE TALL, BUT SADDLE THE SMALL,” WAS A SAYING FROM THE OLD WEST. IT'S TIME WE REMINDED FOLKS WHY.
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Equestrian Therapeutic Arts & Education

Carol Fuller Powell, Founder of BOC, From Extinction to Award Winning:
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STEVE EDWARDS

| BELIEVE THAT THE FUTURE OF THE HORSE INDUSTRY LIES IN KIDS AND
NOVICES. | ALSO BELIEVE THAT WITH ALL OF THE INFORMATION THAT IS AT
HAND ABOUT NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP THERE IS NO REASON FOR A PERSON
WITH A REAL INTEREST IN HORSES TO REMAIN A NOVICE MORE THAN A FEW
MONTHS. ONE OF THE THINGS THAT KEEPS PEOPLE IN THE PERMANENT
STATUS AS NOVICES, OR EVEN WORSE DRIVES THEM AWAY FROM HORSES
ALTOGETHER, IS THE CHOICE OF A POOR MENTOR.

THE WORLD IS FULL OF PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE THEMSELVES TO BE
AUTHORITIES ON ALL THINGS EQUINE. UNFORTUNATELY, THE WORLD IS
NEARLY DEVOID OF THOSE WHO ACTUALLY ARE SUCH AUTHORITIES. A GOOD
MENTOR RECOGNIZES THIS LIMITATION AND WILL CONSIDER HERSELF A
STUDENT WHO IS ALWAYS LOOKING TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HORSES. A GOOD
MENTOR WILL NOT BE A FIERCE DISCIPLE OF ANY INDIVIDUAL CLINICIANTO
THE POINT THAT SHE DENIGRATES ALL OTHER CLINICIANS. A GOOD MENTOR
WILL HAVE A LIBRARY OF RESOURCES FOR THE NOVICE TO READ AND VIEW.
MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE MENTOR'S STORE OF KNOWLEDGE IS THE MAKE-
UP OF THE MENTOR'S PERSONALITY. THE KEY POINTS ARE THESE--DOES THE
MENTOR TRULY WANT YOU TO LEARN OR DOES THE MENTOR WANT TO MAKE
SURE THAT YOU REMAIN A NOVICE, ALWAYS IN AWE OF HER SKILL? DOES THE
MENTOR'S VIEW OF HER OWN EXPERTISE EXTEND TO AN INCREDIBLY WIDE
RANGE OF SUBJECTS, MAKING HER AN EXPERT, NOT JUST ON HORSES, BUT ON
EVERY TOPIC THAT SHE ENCOUNTERS?




IS SHE ARROGANT OR HUMBLE? NOTHING HUMBLES ONE LIKE HAVING A
GREAT DEAL OF EXPERIENCE WITH HORSES. VERY FEW ARROGANT PEOPLE
UNDERSTAND HORSES AND EVEN FEWER ARROGANT PEOPLE UNDERSTAND

HUMANS. LISTEN TO HER TRAINING STORIES. DO THEY OFTEN CONCLUDE WITH
"SO WE FINALLY SOLD THAT HORSE!"?

LISTEN TO HER STORIES ABOUT HER STUDENTS/DISCIPLES. DO THEY TEND TO
EXPLAIN ALL FAILURES AND INJURIES AS A RESULT OF THE STUDENT/DISCIPLE
DEVIATING FROM THE INSTRUCTION THAT THE MENTOR GAVE?

WHAT IS THE POTENTIAL MENTOR'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE CONCEPT OF
POWER? IS GAINING POWER AND CONTROL A GOAL IN ITSELF OR IS IT ONLY A
MEANS TO GAIN A BETTER RELATIONSHIP WITH A HORSE? DOES THE MENTOR
RECOGNIZE THAT PATIENCE IS THE BEST INDICATOR OF TRUE POWER AND
SELF-CONTROL?

DOES THE MENTOR POSSESS SELF-CONTROL? IS THE MENTOR'S SELF-CONTROL
SO STRONG THAT IT GENERATES CONFIDENCE IN BOTH HORSES AND HUMANS?
DOES SHE BELIEVE THAT HORSES ARE INCAPABLE OF FEELING HUMAN
EMOTIONS, SPECIFICALLY LOVE? DOES SHE APPEAR INCAPABLE OF FEELING
HUMAN EMOTIONS, SPECIFICALLY LOVE?

WITHOUT A DOUBT HORSES CAN BRING OUT THE BEST IN PEOPLE.
UNFORTUNATELY, THEY CAN ALSO BRING OUT THE WORST IN SOME PEOPLE. IF
YOUR POTENTIAL MENTOR IS DRIVEN BY ONLY A DESIRE TO CONTROL A
HORSES AND STUDENTS, YOU WILL HAVE A PROBLEM IN YOUR DEVELOPMENT
AS A HORSEMAN. IF YOUR POTENTIAL MENTOR IS DRIVEN ONLY BY A DESIRE
TO TEACH HORSES AND STUDENTS, THEN YOU WILL FIND MANY OF YOUR
PROBLEMS SOLVED ON THE ROAD TO BECOMING A DESERVING PARTNER TO
YOUR HORSE.




A n

&Y Y LBA&aaS3aIasSNg

{Aky3a Ay (GKS arfzy O02yiSYLXlay3a fAFTSET YI
G2 aSS I {d/ d 2AftREAFS YIILTAYyS 2y GKS {(loftSo
{LIyAaK alNAK ¢F0O01e K2NASa® ¢KFG NBYAYRSR
gKFEG L 6l yiSR (2 R?2 IANBg dzLJ» L alkAR L
gl a NBFRAY3I | 02dzi LIASNOSR Y& azdzZ FyR L RSC))\RS
O2dzNES 2F S@Syida GKI OKIFy3aSR Y& fAFS FyR (KS

L OFffSR aNX» [SS aOYSYyT ASY I o0NBSRSNE gK?2
al NAK ¢l O1le& K2NBRSao® LIK2G23INF LKA L G221
hyS 2F (KS LIK23G23INF LKaZ al RSt AYyS 6KSyYy &aKS 41l &

FYR . fFOl0SNNE SIHYyAFIAURASGND (RHRKAYIIKEE RSKAYS oI
aNp aOYSyl AS S -
LY HAMMZ

2yS L LJK2u25INJ LJ :
@SR Id ¢KS

gl a RAALIM I
AY EK@IBNRO®

I dzOa 2y ® 5 dt &
al ND | dzRaz2yd® ¢KS

AT

F ¥Sg

(%]
L F§SYRSR
KS

4 dve Story

L ¢la oftS G2 Gr1S Y
GKS YAlFgFIK . SIFOK N¥OSo

0SSOI &% SBKS DWNS B G dakl INgBELBlY ByT-dC
[ 2Faidlf 5Aa020SNE adzaéd¥iba

F'd GKS aHnwSiSadyax IL YIS2dISNI FNJF YSR

2NRIAYI ¢

 6SSU DNI da. alioMBEK ! ONEFT&A O 2y o021

NNAR I 3

YS 2?

LINK ¥
[ 26 GKSN) NBEO23Iy ATl SR dicEOS K K@ NKE S Y Y¥Y¥SR&

LI Ayay3d A& 26yYSR o0&

€t
2¥ K



