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"The Wassamasaw Tribe of Varnertown Indians
and the Legacy of Marsh Tacky Horses

The Wassamasaw Tribe of Varnertown Indians, known for their rich history and cultural heritage, have
been a pivotal part of the Native American community in South Carolina. The SC State Recognized
tribe's origins can be traced back to the early days of European colonization, when they formed as a
collective of various Native American groups including the Edisto, Etiwan, Cherokee, and Catawba.
Over the years, they have persevered through challenges, maintaining their traditions and identity.

A particularly intriguing element of the Wassamasaw Tribe's legacy is their bond with the Marsh Tacky
horse. Renowned for their hardiness and adaptability, these horses have been integral to the tribe's
narrative. The Marsh Tacky, a scarce breed indigenous to South Carolina, was traditionally utilized for
transport, agriculture, and warfare. These horses have been a part of the tribe since contact with the
Spanish, and tribal members continue to breed and train these horses today.

The 2023 Wassamasaw Tribe Powwow featured the Marsh Tacky horses from Hardihood Acres. The
horses that were featured had been bred and trained by Wassamasaw Tribal Elder John Speissegger
and his family. This event not only highlighted the Marsh Tacky’s historical significance but also
emphasized its enduring role in the tribe's cultural practices. Attendees were treated to a display of the
breed's unique characteristics and its historical use in the tribe's traditions. The Marsh Tacky, known
for its adaptability and resilience, played a crucial role in the daily lives of the community all the way
through the 1970s. As one of the oldest and most adaptable horse breeds, it has been integral to
agricultural work, transportation, and ceremonial practices. The breed's endurance and versatility
make it a symbol of the tribe’s enduring connection to their heritage.

Following the success of the 2023 event, the Wassamasaw Tribe is thrilled to announce that Marsh
Tacky horses will again be a focal point of their 2024 powwow, scheduled for October 12th 2024 at the
Old Santee Canal Park in Moncks Corner, SC. This year’s event will build upon the previous year's
highlights with an expanded program dedicated to the breed. Attendees will witness live
demonstrations showcasing the Marsh Tacky’s abilities. Educational sessions will delve into the Marsh
Tacky’s rich history, its significance in the tribe’s cultural practices, and ongoing efforts to preserve
and promote this historic breed. Visitors will have the opportunity to interact with these remarkable
horses, gaining a deeper appreciation for their role in the tribe’s history.

The Wassamasaw Tribe of Varnertown Indians remain steadfast in their commitment to preserving
their cultural legacy. By featuring the Marsh Tacky horse in their powwow, they continue to honor and
celebrate this vital aspect of their history. The 2024 powwow will serve as a vibrant testament to the
tribe's dedication to cultural preservation and education, offering a day of community spirit, historical
appreciation, and cultural enrichment."

Respectfully,
Joshua Shumak, MBA
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Tim Shoemaker

FOX HUNTING WITH CHOCTAWS

Tree of Life Hollow

Choctaw Indian Ponies and Horses are well-known in the
Colonial Spanish Horse world for their endurance, intelligence,
and the tight bonds they form with their people. These
attributes, deliberately bred into them over hundreds of years
— and shaped even further by the tragic anthropological
circumstances of the Trail of Tears — make them excellent hunt
horses in the field — especially when one considers their
smooth gaits under saddle.

My personal horse, Windrider’s Hatak Hullo “Sacred Man” HOA #1909 - a flashy red dun
medicine hat — will start his third season with the James River Hunt this year. During
previous seasons, he’s left jaws on the ground from fellow members of the hunt and

Hilltoppers alike for his long, extended trot, which I’'ve clocked at 17 miles per hour while

everyone around us was in a flat-gallop!

The trust we’ve built together from over 400 hours in the saddle and 1,500 miles on the
trails allows me to hunt him bitless in an English Sidepull and his hard hooves allow him
to remain barefoot in our region. If his trot and physical appearance (in an equestrian
sport dominated by bays, chestnuts, and the occasional gray) doesn’t get tongues
wagging, turning out bitless and barefoot certainly does.

His keen intelligence, which he draws from his dam, Goblin’s Prescription, truly shows
out in the field where he’s intently aware of the hounds working the woods, but allows
him to remain unphased as they run alongside or just behind us.



This past season, | also had a unique opportunity to hunt with a friend’s horse, Banjo
Fox HOA #2383 - a gaited, high-percentage Cherokee. Banjo previously was used for
field trials, so even though | hadn’t ridden him often, | had a hunch it was worth
taking him out for a spin - boy am | glad | did. His smooth, fast, gait was so
comfortable | felt like | could ride him the whole day without tiring — even though the
day was unseasonably warm and the pace was quick.

Fox Hunting is an equestrian sport steeped in tradition with roots going back to the
early 1700s in America, particularly in Virginia and Maryland. While many of the
landed gentry in America would’ve hunted with imported Thoroughbreds from

England to display their wealth, many farmer packs existed throughout the south
during that time.

Given the renowned livestock breeding skills of the Choctaw and Cherokee in the
southeast during that period prior to their removal, it’s more than likely some of
these horses once hunted in this region hundreds of years ago — and those ties to the
land and history of our nation make this sport an exciting one to participate in on a
living piece of the past.
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https://www.biostarus.com/

imeline for the Spanish Horse i
Part |

This will be an ongoing educational piece provided by Beverley Davis,
Irving, Texas. Mrs. Davis is an equine history researcher and writer.
Additional editing/graphics by Gretchen Patterson, Historian

T

i 1492: Complete liberation of Spain from the Moors and the European 7
~ discovery of the Caribbean Islands and consequently the Americas §
by Christopher Columbus.

1494: Columbus brings 24 stallions and 10 mares to Hispaniola

(present day Dominican Republic and Haiti). o
1495: Fourteen mares arrive on Hispaniola. 106 more arrive from | »“‘;

Seville, Spain and other places. Columbus notified the Spanish Crown *”’:Zﬁi(f
that they ought to send mare with every ship to the New World. 7/ e
1498: 40 horses and horsemen arrive on Columbus’s third voyage.
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1500: The Spanish Crown has at least one brood ranch with 60 | =1*

mares on it in the New World. Pedro Alvares Cabral discovers Brazil -— =

for Portugal.

1501: Don Nicholas de Ovando arrives with 18 of his best horses. =~ ,f;j;ffj
1505: The Portuguese build garrisons on the Moroccan coast to

take it from the Muslins.

1509: Catherine of Aragon, daughter of Isabella and Ferdinand,

marries Henry VIIl and becomes Queen of England. Andalusian

horses were part of her dowery. Henry also imported 6 Spanish

racehorses for her personal stud. The Spanish captured the ,

Algerian port of Oran. Future Spanish conquistador, Hernan Cortez €

was part of this raid torid editerranean of Muslim pirates.
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