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THIE MEDICINIE HAT

Cindy Morrison (Torres)

The "Medicine Hat," war horse of the Plains Indians exists today, galloping across the open plains
and hills through the mist of time, just as his sacred forefathers before him. Certain horses in our
Spanish Mustang Registry today characteristically match the historical photographs recorded in
the late 1800's of the Plains Indians on their prized and beloved "war ponies." To name just a few--
Chief San Domingo, Chief Santo Domingo and Special Warrior.

Since my youth, the Old West has intrigued me with its
people, horses and Longhorn cattle. My grandfather first learned to ride on the back of a "little
gray Mustang" brought here to Nebraska on a cattle drive along the "Old Texas Trail." This fact
intensified my fascination with the wild Mustangs and the true Spanish blood of the
conquistador's horses. In Hope Ryden's book, America's Last Wild Horses, she features a
photograph of San Domingo (SMR 4) running with a band of mares on the Brislawn ranch in
Wyoming. He is a true Medicine Hat and the horse of my dreams.

In June, 1977, our family made our first trip to the Cayuse Ranch. Mostly | wanted to see San
Domingo. | spent all day talking with Emmett Brislawn. He told me all about San Domingo, but said
he was getting old and that he was presently at Bill Valentine's. If | was going to see him, | should
do it soon. So in November, we made the 1400 mile round trip to Bill's. What a magnificent horse
San Domingo was at age 23, as he arched his neck tossing his flowing snow white mane, and
proudly waited for his picture to be taken. What a ham! You would have thought NBC-TV was there
to do a feature story. We then bought a buckskin mare from Bill, Little Woodhauler (SMR 496), in
foal to San Domingo and later were blessed with a gorgeous red roan. Medicine Hat stud, Chief
Santo Domingo (SMR 771). Chief Santo Domingo had a full sister, Miss Domingo (SMR 963) a
buckskin roan Medicine Hat, born in 1979. My seven-year-old daughter, Rose, would jump on this
yearling filly from a feedbunk and ride her bareback in the corral without her head. Miss Domingo
soon became my favorite anything horse. She was so gentle, friendly and loving. She and | entered
parades in Custer, Rapid City and Deadwood, attracting much attention because she was so nice
to ride and so strikingly beautiful. Then one tragic dry summer, she got toxic poisoning from death
camus, which is green when the grass isn't. Within hours she started throwing herself, so to
prevent further injury, | sat with her and held her head all through the night, praying and hoping
she would make it through the first critical 24 hours. But she died in my arms the next morning--

sad, exhausted and heartbroken, | cried and cried.
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Now after several years, I've built up my band of broodmares, taking care to select
bloodlines with color, and breeding to my stallion Chief Santo Domingo. Only two
Medicine Hat colts have been born to him to date--proving once again just how rare
and very special the horses truly are. One of these is a stud colt, Comes from Dreams,
is appropriately named because of all the eight years of waiting, hoping and dreaming
for a Medicine Hat. His coal black bonnet, snow white mane and forlock and blue spots
are striking. Since the loss of Chief Joseph (SMR 293), blue roan Medicine hats are
extremely rare. Special Warrior (SMR 828), owned by Josie Brislawn, may be the only
other one in our registry today. Like many others, | love and prize all Spanish
Mustangs, but the Medicine Hat holds a very special fascination for me. | clearly see
why the Blackfoot, Sioux and Cheyenne held these horses to be so sacred. As many of
the older horses die and some are gelded, we are left with fewer and fewer Medicine
Hats in the registry. | truly hope more people will take an honest interest in helping
preserve the rare and beautiful Medicine Hat.
| would like to thank the Brislawn family, Valentine, Bill Kim Kingsley, Phylis Falconer
and Gilbert Jones for the knowledge, help and support with my horses.




[nterview with tndy: A conversation with Adan

**Adam:** Cindy, let’s start at the beginning. What originally got you into Spanish Mustangs?
**Cindy:** | read a book by Hope Ryden called *America’s Last Wild Horses* There was a chapter in it about the
Brislawns and San Domingo. That really sparked my interest.

**Adam:** How long after reading that book did it take for you to go see these horses?

**Cindy:** Oh, I'd say about six months. The book mentioned Oshoto, Wyoming, and at first, | thought it was really far
away. But when | looked it up, | realized it was only about 130 miles from me. That’s when | decided | needed to go
see those horses.

**Adam:** Who was the first Spanish Mustang you met?

**Cindy:** She was a red roan mare named Cayuba, a daughter of Majuba A. | bought her on that trip.
*Adam:** Did you get to see San Domingo during that visit?

**Cindy:** No, he had already been moved to Bill Valentine’s place in North Dakota by then. But later on, we made
the trip up there to see him.

**Adam:** That must have been exciting! So, who would you say is your favorite Spanish Mustang of all time?
**Cindy:** That would be Domingo's Medicine Queen (SMR# 1619). She was out of Chief San Domingo(SMR# 776) |
rode her for about 20 years. She was the best saddle horse I’ve ever had—so smooth and quiet. She just floated over
the ground.

**Adam:** Did you ever have any bad injuries while riding?

**Cindy:** No, thankfully not. But | wasn’t a trainer, so | didn’t ride horses that were likely to buck or act up.
*Adam:** Did your family train horses?

**Cindy:** Yes, my son trained horses when we lived in South Dakota, and my daughter Jodie helped as well.
**Adam:** Who were your main mentors when it came to Spanish Mustangs?

**Cindy:** Emmett and Kim Kingsley were my biggest mentors. They taught me so much about these horses.

### On Challenges and Preservation

**Adam:** What do you think are the biggest challenges facing Spanish Mustangs today?

**Cindy:** A lot of people don’t understand how good these horses are. It’s hard to get people interested in them
because they often confuse them with BLM horses. The BLM itself is a big obstacle—people assume these are $25
wild horses from the BLM and don’t realize their unique qualities.

**Adam:** What makes Spanish Mustangs different from modern breeds?

**Cindy:** They’re incredibly smart and sure-footed. Their leg structure is better—they don’t get navicular disease or
ringbone as often as other breeds. They’re built to last and rarely go lame unless they get injured.

### Looking Back and Moving Forward

**Adam:** Do you think the original breeders did a good job preserving these horses?
**Cindy:** Yes, absolutely. They were very selective and kept the breed pure.
**Adam:** What advice would you give to new mustangers or people interested in preserving Spanish Mustangs?
**Cindy:** Realize that you have a very special horse. Stay true to them—don’t mix them with other breeds thinking
you’ll improve them. These horses are exceptional as they are; they don’t need changing.

### Special Memories

*Adam:** You mentioned earlier that you went to North Dakota to see San Domingo during his last breeding year.
Can you tell me more about that?
**Cindy:** Yes, we bred three mares to him that year. Kim Kingsley got a Medicine Hat foal from one of those mares,
and | got a buckskin mare who later had a Medicine Hat colt named Chief Santa Domingo (SMR# 771). That colt is
what got me started with Medicine Hats.

### Final Thoughts

*Adam:** Cindy, this has been such an insightful conversation. Is there anything else you’d like to share or add that
we might have missed?
**Cindy:** Just that these horses are truly special—they’re different from any other breed out there. You have to
train them a bit differently, but once they bond with you, they’re incredibly loyal and dependable.
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Color Me America (Merica)

Red Roan Stallion
Sire Rigoletto’s Something Special

Dam Washita River

HOA and AIHR registered. Two foals born this

year. Located near Chandler , TX

Sombre Del Sol with filly Pocket Full of
Sunshine foaled May 1, 2024
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Misty Blue Moon Rising with colt CHR Coope
Head Road foaled 3/29/24
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CopperHeadCSM@yahoo.com Copper Head Ranch on Facebook
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Training Young Horses as a New Parent
By Samantha Borders-Shoemaker

Training up young horses is a challenge in any scenario. Even the easiest of colts or
fillies will present something unexpected. But when you throw in being a new
parent with limited help, things can feel dicey quickly.

As a new mother myself, the prospect of backing several young horses in my
breeding program seemed daunting.

Before pregnancy, | was in the best shape of my life and had recently completed
almost 1,200 miles under saddle within a calendar year with my mare, Burn the
Ships (aka “Rosa,” HOA #2376), which earned us HOA’s National Pleasure Horse and
Endurance Champions for 2022. | rode a minimum of five days a week, and often
more.

With the onset of pregnancy and then the early days of becoming a mother, |
suddenly wasn’t riding much, if at all.

While | enjoyed the beautiful things of new motherhood, | kept wondering, How is
this going to affect backing my young horses?

But here’s the catch- it’s turned out to be all right.

We know that Colonial Spanish Horses are great to work with. However, like any
other horse, they need a caring and attentive hand to succeed when going under
saddle.

At first, | worried that | wouldn’t be able to give them the time they need. That
they wouldn’t get consistent enough work for our training to stick.

The fact of the matter is, our youngsters are progressing well. And they’re loving
being in work.

Here are a few takeaways from balancing horse training while also caring for an infant.
You’re forced to take it slowly.




Any parent will tell you that a child keeps their own schedule, and it’s true. While
you work to help shape their routine, there’s only so much that can be done.
You’re dealing with a person who’s developing a sense of self, and things will

inevitably not be on time. That’s just life.

If you maintain perspective (and a good sense of humor), the same happens with
backing young horses while balancing a young child. Young horses, without your
extra pressures, take their own path. Even the best of trainers know that they
need to work with the animal in front of them, not the ideal outlined by experts.

Don’t pressure yourself to be on the timeline you would’ve achieved before. It’s
ok to have space between the times you can work with your young stock.

Our youngsters may not have the most regimented schedule, but they are
responding well to training and aren’t stressed when we ask for new things. Not
only are they less stressed, but we are too (once we let go of the “timeline”).

Don’t bother with the extras

As the saying goes, strike while the iron is hot. If you’re a new parent, you know
what | mean. You only have so much time, even if you have a regular, extra set of
hands to watch your child. So don’t bother with big and grand goals for training
sessions. Go simple.

’ll state it one more time: make things
super simple.

Small, measurable, and achievable goals not only make it easier for you in your
limited time, they’re also great for your horse.

Making your sessions short and sweet not only help you, but also make the mental
load much easier for the horse you’re working with.

The recommended amount of time in a session to work with a young horse is around
15 minutes. We strive to make ours a bare minimum of at least 10, even if we can’t
make the 15.







