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LIFE MESSAGE

 April 7th 2024
GOSPEL : John 20: 19-31
Divine Mercy Sunday

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday. During her short
life, the Lord Jesus assigned to St. Faustina three
basic tasks: 1. to pray for souls, entrusting them to
God’s incomprehensible Mercy; 2. to tell the world
about God’s generous Mercy; 3. to start a new
movement in the Church focusing on God’s Mercy.
At the canonization of St. Faustina, Pope St. John
Paul II said: “The cross, even after the Resurrection
of the Son of God, speaks, and never ceases to
speak, of God the Father, Who is absolutely
faithful to His eternal love for man. … Believing in
this love means believing in mercy.” The Lord of
Divine Mercy, a painting of Jesus based on the
vision given to St. Faustina Kowalska, shows Jesus
raising his right hand in a gesture of blessing, with
His left hand on his heart from which gush forth
two rays, one red and one white. The picture
contains the message, “Jesus, I trust in You!” (Jezu
ufam Tobie). The rays streaming out have symbolic
meaning: red for the Blood of Jesus, which is the
life of souls and white for the water of Baptism
which justifies souls. — The whole image is
symbolic of the mercy, forgiveness, and love of
God. 

Today’s Gospel vividly reminds us of how Jesus
instituted the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a
sacrament of Divine Mercy. The risen Lord gave his
Apostles the power to forgive sins with the words,
“Whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven them, and
whose sins you retain, they are retained” (Jn 20:19-
23). Presenting the doubting Thomas’ famous
profession of Faith, “My Lord and my God,” the
Gospel illustrates how Jesus showed his mercy to the
doubting apostle and emphasizes the importance of
Faith for everyone.

1) We need to accept God’s invitation to celebrate
and practice mercy in our Christian lives: One way
the Church celebrates God’s mercy throughout the
year is through the Holy Mass and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Finding time for Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament is another good way to receive
and give thanks for Divine Mercy. But it is mainly
through the corporal and spiritual works of mercy
that we practice in our daily lives the Mercy we
have already received and become eligible for
God’s merciful judgments

2) Let us ask God for the Faith that culminates in
self-surrender to God and leads us to serve those
we encounter with agape love. Living Faith enables
us to see the risen Lord in everyone and gives us the
willingness to render to each other our loving
service. The Spiritual Fathers prescribe the following
traditional means to grow in the living, dynamic
Faith of St. Thomas the Apostle: a) First, we must
come to know Jesus personally and intimately by our
daily and meditative reading of the Bible. b) Next,
we must strengthen our Faith through our personal
and communal prayer. c) Third, we must share in the
Divine Life of Jesus by frequenting the Sacraments
of Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist. St. Teresa
of Calcutta (Mother Teresa) presents it this way: “If
we pray, we will believe; if we believe, we will love;
if we love, we will serve. Only then we put our love
of God into action.” 

Say your daily rosary
for peace in the world

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Precious_blood&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus


Anima Christi:
Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, embolden me.
Water from the side of Christ, Wash me.
Passion of Christ, Strengthen me.
O Good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
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Permit me not to be separated from you.
From the wicked foe, defend me.
At the hour of my death, call me and bid
me come to you.
That with your saints I may praise you 
For ever and ever. 
Amen
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Confession is Saturdays  5-6pm, 30mins before and after mass and on request.  
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Mass Offering for 31st March(Easter)-—£493.72
              

Standing orders—————————£118.25

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
“My daughter, tell the whole world about My
inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of
Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and
especially for poor sinners. On that day the very
depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out
a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who
approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that
will go to Confession and receive Holy
Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness
of sins and punishment. On that day all the
divine floodgates through which grace flow are
opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me,
even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is
so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel,
will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity.
Everything that exists has come forth from the
very depths of My most tender mercy. Every
soul in its relation to Me will contemplate My
love and mercy throughout eternity. The Feast
of Mercy emerged from My very depths of
tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly
celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter.
Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the
Fount of My Mercy.”
Diary 699

There is Mass in Malpas today
-7/4/24. Time:6:00pm


