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2 Corinthians is a personal and theological letter from Paul addressing reconciliation, defending his apostleship, and encouraging generosity and holy living.
 
Authorship and Date
The Apostle Paul is the primary author of 2 Corinthians, with Timothy mentioned as a co-author in the opening greeting (2 Corinthians 1:1)  The letter was likely written around AD 55–57 during Paul’s third missionary journey, possibly from Macedonia. It is considered Paul’s second canonical letter to the Corinthian church, though it may not have been his literal second letter. 

Historical Context
The church in Corinth, a diverse city in ancient Greece, faced internal divisions, moral lapses, and challenges from false teachers who questioned Paul’s authority and credibility Paul had previously written a “severe” letter to correct these issues, and 2 Corinthians responds to the positive reception of that letter while addressing lingering concerns. The epistle reflects Paul’s deep emotional investment in the community and his desire for reconciliation.

Purpose
Paul’s main purposes in writing 2 Corinthians include:
· Defending his apostleship against critics who questioned his authority, speaking ability, and financial independence 
· Encouraging reconciliation and forgiveness within the church after divisions and rebellion 
· Promoting generosity, particularly in completing the collection for the poor in Jerusalem (chapters 8–9) 
· Exhorting holy living and reliance on God’s comfort and strength in suffering .
Themes
Key themes of 2 Corinthians include:
· God’s comfort in suffering and the transformative power of the Spirit 
· Weakness as a conduit for God’s power, emphasizing humility and reliance on divine grace (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
· Reconciliation and forgiveness, both between Paul and the Corinthians and within the church community 
· Integrity and authenticity in ministry, contrasting Paul’s humble service with the self-promoting “super-apostles” 
· Generosity and stewardship, encouraging believers to give willingly and sacrificially 
Structure 
The letter can be broadly divided into three sections:
1. Chapters 1–7: Paul addresses reconciliation, expresses comfort and encouragement, and reflects on his ministry and suffering 
2. Chapters 8–9: Instructions and encouragement regarding generosity and the collection for the Jerusalem church 
3. Chapters 10–13: Paul defends his apostleship, confronts remaining opposition, and emphasizes humility, weakness, and reliance on God’s power 
Significance
2 Corinthians provides a rich insight into Paul’s pastoral heart, his theological reflections on suffering and ministry, and the practical challenges of early Christian communities. It highlights the paradox of strength in weakness and serves as a guide for reconciliation, generosity, and authentic Christian living. 

