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2 Corinthians 3 is a theological and pastoral letter in which Paul contrasts the old covenant (Moses, the Law, and its temporary glory) with the new covenant (Christ, the Spirit, and enduring glory), emphasizing that believers are living letters of Christ and that transformation comes from God alone.

1. Paul’s Letter of Recommendation (vv. 1–3)
Paul begins by rejecting the need for formal letters of commendation, stating that the Corinthian believers themselves are his “living letter” — written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, on hearts of flesh rather than stone tablets This imagery underscores that true testimony comes from transformed lives, not external credentials.
2. Sufficiency from God (v. 5)
Paul affirms that his ministry and the Corinthians’ faith are not self-sufficient but are empowered by God. This humbles the minister and the believer alike, placing all ability in God’s Hands.
 
3. The Letter Kills, the Spirit Gives Life (v. 6)
The “letter” refers to the old covenant’s written law, which could lead to condemnation. The “Spirit” refers to the new covenant’s life-giving work of the Holy Spirit, which produces righteousness and freedom.
 
4. The Surpassing Glory of the New Covenant (vv. 7–11)
Paul contrasts the fading glory of Moses’ face (vv. 7–11) with the enduring glory of the new covenant. The old covenant’s glory was temporary; the new covenant’s glory is eternal and greater.
5. The Veil Removed (vv. 14–16)
The veil represents the spiritual blindness of those who do not know Christ. When one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away, enabling bold access to God’s presence.
6. Transformation from Glory to Glory (v. 18)
Believers are being transformed “from glory to glory” as they behold God’s glory. This is a gradual, Spirit-led process of becoming more like Christ, not through human effort but through continual communion with Him.
7. Freedom in the Spirit (v. 17)
The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit is, there is freedom — freedom from sin, fear, and condemnation.
Summary of Exegetical Themes
· Living letters of Christ: Believers’ lives are God’s testimony.
· Sufficiency from God: All ability and success come from Him.
· Contrast of covenants: Old covenant = letter, temporary glory; new covenant = Spirit, eternal glory.
· Veil removal: Spiritual blindness lifted through Christ.
· Transformation: Progressive change into Christ’s image.
· Freedom: Liberation from bondage to sin and fear.
In essence, 2 Corinthians 3 is a call to embrace the life-giving, enduring glory of the new covenant, to live as living letters of Christ, and to trust fully in God’s transforming power.


